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PREFACE TO THE PRESENT EDITION. 



Once again the Author offers to the Public his narrative of the 
lato War in the Crimea, but in a condensed form, which he 
hopes will render it more available for readers in general. 

In the Second Edition the Author found it necessaiy to 
introduce a notice defending various statements in his book 
which had been censured and contradicted, in the public 
journals and elsewhere, by Lieutenant-General Sir De La.cy 
"KxiLUa, Major-General the Earl of Cardigan, and Vice-Adniiral 
Sir James Deans Dundas. lie has thought it best, in the 
present instance, to notice these in turn as they occur. 

Certain jmssages lum he&D. omitted in ibis Edition which 
were considered nmmportant; aud^ on the o<lier hand, some 
few &ot8 haye been introduced, which, it is hoped, will not 
lessen the interest of the work. 

London, Jke., 1857/ 



PBOM NOTICE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 



In offering the Second Edition of his work to the Pahlic, the 
Author takes the opportanitj of expressing his sincere acknow- 
lodgments for the considerate and indulgent numner in which 
it has been generally receiyed. It was neither his expectation, 

nor his wish, to escape criticism, for ho felt confident that, 
whateyer might be the imperfections of his style, the truth of 
his statements could challenge any material contradiction. 
He can scarcely indeed avoid admitting, when all points of 
offence have been brouf!;ht under his notice, that some passing 
reflections upon individuals may not have been sufficiently 
tempered from the excited im])ressions under which they were 
written ; if this be so, he can only plead that it was with the 
main aim of coiTecting a great paramount injustice, that any 
minur one has been committed. He feels, however, that he 
is far from being entitled to complain of the scvei ity of his 
critics, when even the most formidable among them recom- 
mends any one to read the book who may find it thrown in his 
way. 

a2 
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iv PREFACE TO THE 3PIRST EDITION. 

The Author wishes farther to remii 1 liis readers that the 
opinioDB expressed in his work are individually his own, and 
that it is not to he supposed (as it appears to have been in 
some quarters) that they were in all instances those of the late 
Lord liaglan. 



PEEFACE TO THE FIKST EDITION. 



The following pages were written in the Crimea in the first 
instance, without any intention of publication, being merely a 
series of Letters addressed to friends in England. From the 
circumstance of the ^vriter having been attached to the Head- 
quarter Staff of the Array of tho East, he had many oppor- 
tnnitios of hearing and judgin<]^ of the opinions given, and the 
difhculties tu be overcuino, by the Generals of the Allied 
^liinies; more espeeially, of course, as regards the English 
Commander-in-Chief, the late Field- Marshal Lord Raglan. 

From these oircurastances, he was indiieed by nnmerous 
friends to put his letters together in some bort uf foi ui, and . ; 
offer them to the public. 

Another ciroumstance which induced the writoT to publish 
these Yolnmes, was, that on his retam to England, be found 
so many opinions and motives ascribed to Lord Baglan, which 
the Pield-Marshal never entertamed, and so mndi calumny 
and abuse unjustly heaped upon liis head, that the writer 
could not forbear, however feebly, from giving his version of 
some of tho illustrious Commander's actions and deeds, and 
the difficulties with which he had to contend, as much in the 
council as in the field. 

Tt is needless to remark, that although tlie following Letters, 
for tlie most part, are nearly word for word as they Avere ori- 
ginally written, still various oeeiirrences, which at the time 
escaped obsei'vation, have been noticed, and extraets from the 
writer's Journal introduced, in order more clearly to connect 
tho chain of events. 

If by the publication of these liotters any transactions, how- 
ever trivial, connected with the late Lord Eaglan, are cleared 
up, which were before in obscurity, the Author, conscious 
that his single aim has been to speak truth; and do justice, 
will feel that he has had his reward. 

London, Julff, 1856. 
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LETIErtS FROM HEAD-QUARTERS. 



CHAPTER L 

Departure firom England — Gibraltar — Fortificatioiui— Malta — Gallipoli — 
Golden Horn — Constantinople — Pera — Kululi — Scutari barracks — Review 
of British troops — Arrival of Lord Raglan — Ditto of Prince Napoleon — Lord 
Kaglan's house — Fire at Stamlioul — Bairt^;^^ nniraals — Mr. FiMer, &e.— 
Arrival of Sir George Bi nwu — Ball at Fitnch embassy — Presented to ilai>li:il 
St. AnuiUii, &c. — AiTival of tlie Duke of Cambridge — Loss of cavalry hoi^ 
— Inspection of dinsiona — Sultan's banquet to allied commanders — Visit to 
Varna of allied generals — Ikpu tore of Light Dirtaioii for Varna ^EVench and 
English commiasioneis ~~ Newspaper reporters — Grand dinner at English em* 
hflflsy Loss of Tiger "—Varna — General Beatson and Cdooel Llojrd. 

On board ■ St< ani Transport, April 8, 1854. 

"We left the Dockyard Stairs (Woolwicli) this moniing at 9 
o'clock, the band of the Royal Artillt^ry playing us utfto tho 
tune of "Cheer, boys, cheer!" W c took the hint literally, 
and cheer fijlluvved cheer from the troups on board as the 
steainer got into the stream ; we were answered h um the shore 
by the dockyard workmen and the crews of all the vessels 
near. It was curious to watch the countenances of the 
soldiers ; some &ces ho fall of hope, and glowing with excite- 
ment ; otheis so sad and dejected that one wondered how they 
could cheer so lustily. Here you had a young soldier already 
talking of how be would " thrash the RooshianR there you 
saw a veteran with some Indian medals on his breast, vainly 
endeavouring to suppress the tears that would come into his 
eyes as he gazed on his wife and little one standing on the 
wharf, and bidding him adieu, perhaps for the last time. 
However, all feeling must give way to duty ; in a quarter of 
an hour every une was doing somethiuir to get things into 
order. Wo are somewhat crowded on boartl : here is the 
cargo : — 2 general officers, 10 statr do., 3 regimental do., 13 
medical do. ; a company of 120 men of the — regiment; 46 
officers' horses, 1 cow, 12 sheep, 4 pigs, and baggage and food 
for the same. \Vc have fortunately got a beauiitul day, the 
sea smooth as glass ; at present therefore we are spared the 
borroiB of sea-sickness. Our sailing orders are to touch at 
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Gibraltar and Malta, and tlien to proceed to Galli]>r»li, and 
wait for further orders. My three horses seem already pretty 
well reconciled to tlieir situation, and look out with tiie same 
eagerness as ourselves for feeding-time ! They only have 
bran allowed tiieui fur the ])re8eut, on oats are said to be 
heating, and likely to bring on fever wlien horses cannot be 
exercised. This letter is to go on sliore by the pilot, who 
laiidis at Dover directly, so 1 must bring it to a texuiiuaLiuu. 



At Sen, off Baj of Tunis, April 18, 1854. 

I write now, so as to send you a letter from Malta, where 
we hope to arrive to-morrow morning. We ought to have 
been there to-day, but the Government coals we took in at 
Gibraltar proved so bad^ that the engineers have had great 
diffieiodty in making them hum ; and consequently we have 
only been going 7^ and 8 instead of 10 knots per hour. This 
steamer was employed, previous to the war, between Hull and 
St. Potersbuxg. The Government give the proprietor of her 
820/. per week and find coal ! It seems a good deal of money, 
but the captain told me that in her former employment she 
made even more. 

I must now go back a day or two. We arrived at Gibraltar 
early on the morning of the 14th instant, after a successful 
voyage. The entrance to the Straits is the most magnificent 

thing I ever saw. Shortly after our airival, N and I 

landed, and, going up to the Convent (Govemincnt House), we 
wrote down our names on Sir liobert Gardiner. As he \v;is 
not well, we did not see iiim ; but his son, Captain Gardiner, 
who is Military Seoretary, was most civil, and mounted us 
on two capital hacks, and gave us an order to see the 
galleries. Accordingly we rode through the lower galleries, 
and did the rest on foot. They are certainly very wonderful. 
There are now in the rock itself nearly 700 gons, and on the 
land and harbour batteries about 450 more. EverA thing has 
been done of late years to improve and strengthen the fortifi- 
cations, and even at the present moment large works are in 
course of construction. We then rode up to the signal-post, 
which is almost the highest point of the rock, being 1450 feet 
above the sea. The view is peiliaps one of the grandest to b© 
seen in Europe, and the look-out man said, that on a clear 
day you could distinguish the spires of Malaga— a distance of 
70 miles ! We afterwards rode across the neutral ground into 
Spain. The contrast between the English and Spanish sen- 
tries was great ; the fonner smart, clean, and urect ; and the 
latter slovenly, dirty, and slouching m gait. It is strange 
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that the Spanish Govenunetit should not put Bom'e of tlieir 
best troops here, where every pas8er-by must be struck with 
the difierence between the soldiers of the two countries ; 1 >ut 
they say, on the contrary, that the Spanish troops seen before 
Gibraltar are veiy bad specimens of their army generally. 
Later in the day we went about in a carriaj^c ; drove to Europa 
Point, and saw all that ^vas to be seen. As there had not 
been rain on the rock for 8 weeks, the place looked dry and 
parched up, and, wiili the least breath of wind, the dust rone 
in clouds. We left Gibraltar the same evening, and ijleanied 
into the Mediterranean with a fair wind, the sea running 
rather high. The next day (loth) wc passed along the 
Spanish coast, having in view the beautiful Sierra Kevada 
mountains. On the aSemoon of the 1 6th we were off Algiers ; 
it was very rough, and no one cared for the scenery under 
such circumstances. The weather began to tell on the horses 
on board ; many of them would not feed, and some showed 
symptoms of fever. At this moment (1.30 p.m.) we are off 
Cape Bon : the sea is e^eiy minute getting more calm. I will 
finish this at Malta. 



Malta Hnrboiir, April 19, 1854. 
We arrived here shortly before 11 o'clock this mominir. 
The entrance to tlio liarbour is very hno, and to an unprac- 
tised eye looks excessively strung ; but I am told there are 
Bome great defects in it, and that extensive alterations and 
improvements aie about to be made. Fort St. Angel o has 
four tiers of guns, edch consisting ol J 2 heavy pieces of 
ordnance; this work completely commands the entrance of 
the harbour. Suirtly after our arrivsl I went on shore, and 
met numbers of Mends in the Guards. Lord Baglan has not 
yet arrived, but is hourly expected in the Gaiadoc** from 
Mazseilles. All the infantry of the line, sent here from Eng- 
land, have gone on to GaUipoli and Constantinople ; and only 
the brigade of Guards and the usual garrison remain. The 
Guards are to proceed to Scutari immediately after Lord 
Baglan's arrival here. I went to see the lions during the few 
hours I was on shore. The Governor's house is veiy hand- 
some, neaiiy as large as Buckingham Palace, and with far 
finer rooms. From the signal-post over the Governor's house 
you obtain a magnihcent view of the island and town : you 
can see, in fine weather, IM) miles out to sea, and, by com- 
municating by telegrapii witli tlie island of Gozo, ships are 
signalled 70 miles from Valetl.i harbour, coming from the 
west. The cathedral La iiii^j, and well wui Lh a vibil ; wo weio 
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fortunate in finding the floor uncovered, which is not always 
the case, and therefore saw the beautifully inlaid monnments 
to the Knights of St. John. The harbonr is so deep that 
line-of-hattle nhips can anywhere ahaigside the quays. 
We le;ivc here almost immediately, at halt-past 6 p.m., for 
Gallipoli, 



Golden Horn, Canstmitboplc, Apiil 24, 1854. 

We steamed into tJie Bosphorus at half -past 6 this mornings 
and leceiTed orders to land at Scutari, on the Asiatic side. 
But I must go back to the day we left Malta (19th). We 
quitted the lunrbour in the afternoon; the sea ms as smooth 
as if oil had been poured on it, yet with such a swell that wo 
rolled heavily. We got in a store of green forc^ at Malta, 
which did our horses a world of good : and for ourselves the 
Captain purchased a turtle, which, being converted very 
speedily into boup, we as speedily despatched with the gusto 
of aldermen. On the 20th the sea became like a mill pond : 
on tlie niuniin^- of that day we passed the " Medway " steamer, 
with the \)oth liegiment, 900 strong, on board. The weather 
(2l8t) began to get vei y hot : we came in tright of land at 
7 A.M. ; tliat is to say, we could see the top of Mount 
'* St. Ziria, ' the ancient ** Cyllene," in the Morea, which is 
7900 feet above the sea. 

Passing between the island of Cerigo and the mainland, 
aib 4 P.M. we observed a large ship some 3 miles off; she 
fired a gun, and after a few minutes a boat put off and pulled 
towards us. The English ensign was hoisted at our peak, and 
was answered by French colours &om the stranger. Shortly 
after, the boat came alongside of us ; we stopped, and a French 
naval officer came on board, and said that the ship in the 
offing was the " Primauguet," a French steam screw sloop of 
war, and she had somehow fouled her screw with a hawser 
by which she was towing a French frigate, both vessels 
having on board French troops going to Gallipoli. They 
wanted us to tow them into shallow water, that they might 
imship the screw. Accordingly, we approached the French 
sloop ; and then commenced a long talk between our little 
captain and the French captain ; and what with our captain 
insisting on talking French with a strung Scotch accent, and 
the French captain speaking in broken English, considerable 
confusion ensued, as might be expected. In course of time 
it was all arraxiged, and, the Frendi sloop being made fsst to 
us, we towed her into shallow water, and then went on our 
way. During this time all hands were on deck to " see the 
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fuxu" The Frencli sloop^s dock was Bwanuing witli Boldiers, 
who were quite as curious to see what we were liko as we 
were to see tliem. It was amusing to watch the soldiers on 
both ships staring at each other ; probal>ly tlie ^lat time 
either party had seen their new. allies. At last one of our 
sergeants called out, Let's give them a cheer, lads," and 
accordinHy three most lioartY cheers vroro {xivori, to which 
our French friends ru^jlied witli three others quite as hearty. 
The F?f'Tich certainly manage to cram their troops uncom- 
monly ciosd. The Primauguet," not nearly our size, had 
800 men and officers of the 7th Eegiment on board, and some 
dozen horses ! 

The 21st was a pleasant day, paissing through tlio Greek 
islands. We went tiirough the Doro i>assage about 10 in the 
morning, ariiTed off the entrance of the Dardanelles at 11 
p.]ff., and oast anchor for the night. On the 23rd we weighed 
anchor at 6 a.iCm <^d steamed up the Dardanelles ; passed 
the Castles of Europe and Asia about 8 o'clock, and anriTed 
off Oallipoli soon after 10. We foimd five French line-of- 
battle 8hips and three Turkish firigates at anchor off the town, 
but no English man-of-war. Some of us landed and paid our 
respects to Sir George Brown, commanding the English troops 
at Gallipoii. The town, like all Eastern to^vn8 that I ever 
saw, is badly built, very dirty, with honible smells, and full 
of veiinin 1 Sir G. Brown's quarters are not fir.st-iate ; some- 
thing like an indit!'erent bam, with a mii of room at the 
far end; but as it had just been whitewashed, it liad the 
advantage of looking clean. From Sir George we received 
orders to j)rocoed immediately up to Constantinuple — much to 
our joy, as Gallipoii was anything but a desirable-looking 
residence. There are at GsdlipoU six English regiments 
and some sappers, in all perhaps 5800 men. They are en- 
camped near me town for the most ;part, and, I understand, 
complain of the cold at night $ otherwise they are weU off and 
contented. The French have nearly 20,000 men encamped in 
the neighbourhood of Gallipoii. The greater portion of the 
troops are daily employed constructing a line of fortifications, 
which is to extend across the Isthmus of Gallipoii, horn the 
Gulf of Saros to the Sea of Marmora : as soon as these lines 
are finished most of the troops will be brought up to Constan* 
tinople and the neighljonrliood. 

We started from Gallipoii at midday, and arrived off Stiim- 
boul at half-past 11 P.M. ; half an hour later we cjvst anchor. 
The nii^ht was clear and bright, the heavens " gcnnned" with 
stars of Oriental brilliancy ; tlie city of the Snltan, with its 
hundreds of minarets and countless lights reflected on the 
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Bosphoros and Golden Horn, all combined to fonn a picture 
of surpassing beanl^. 

This morning after our arrival N and I landed at Pera, 

and walked up to tlio Embassy, where we saw Lord Stratford, 
who received us most kindly. Pera is just the same as when 
I was here three years ago ; not in the least improved : the 
streets as narrow and as badly paved, the same number of 
miserable-looking dogs blocking up the way, the same cunning 
Greeks comino; up to you with, '* Take you to bazaar, saie? 
**Me buy {liiii^;s very sheep for you, sare." 

Beturning on board again, we found all our horses landed, and 
gone up to 3ie aitilleiy stables, near ihe Great Baxiack. Ham 
afternoon we went np the Bo^Koms in a caiqne to Knlnli to 
see the cavalry barracks and stables that are to be given over 
to the English. We found a Turkish colonel there, who was 
very civil, and took us round the barracks, and afterwards 
gave us the usual pipe of peace and coffee, llie barracks 
would not be b.ad if they were decently clean, but anything 
like the dirt and the fleas ! The stables are very extensive ; 
thcTo were above 1000 Turkish horses then in them, but as 
the horses are small, and have no bails or pai-fitions between 
them, they pack in half the space that tho same niunber of 
English cavalry woTild l equire. 

This evening N and I paid our respects to the Turkish 

commandant of Scutaii barracks, Osman Pasha (a great swell, 
I believe) ; ho received us with Oriental politeness, and we 
smoked and drank coffee after the manner of the East. I 
sleep to-night on board, but I hope to-morrow to get establishd 
in uie barracks. I will end with the parting words of the 
Pasha to me this evening, ** May God be .with you I " 



Scutari Barracks, April 29, 1854. 

On the morning of the 25th we landed early at Scutari, and 

went up to the barracks, and saw Colonels — and , the 

A.Q Jl.G. and A.A.G. They were both very profuse in their 
promises to provide us with quarters, but we waited hour 

after hour ^^nthout getting them. Everything appeared in tho 
greatest confusi<^n ; nolxjdy knew where anybody was to be 
ibmid, and all and each were looking out for themselves, so 

that new-comers fared badly. Later in the day K- and I 

got a small rouiii given over to us ; the first thing to be done 
was to clean it, so we hired some of the soldiers who were 
lounging about to come and scnib it out. We dined on board 
ship again, as no eatables were to be got in barracks except 
rations, and there was no convenienoe for cooking ; but, I am 
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B0117 to say, spiritB a&d liqnon of all aorts aie very clieap, 
and the consequence is that the amount of dnmkenneas ia 
Inghtful. The other night 2400 men H) were reported ilmnk 
at watch-setting, and we have not aoove 14,000 men here 

altogether, if so many. 

In spite of having had our room washed out, at night, when 
we retired to bed, we were assailed by thousands of fleas and 
bugs, to say nothing*; of some immense rats, who gainlxtlled 
aKmt in (nir room all night like cat.s. 1 hear the nieu com- 
plain di'eadfully of tlie vermin; some parts of the ban-aeks 
are far worse than others. It is an immense building, in tlie 
fomi of a square, with a great quadrangle inside. It is three 
stories high, and has covered galleries all ronnd tlic quad- 
rangle on each story. It was built some few yenvs ago, by a 
French engineer, fur 10,000 Turkish troops; it is, however, 
not large enough to hold with comfort more than from 7000 
to 8000 Ilnglish troops. There is another bcdldmg near, also 
very large, capable of holding 3500 more; it is to be fitted 
np as the English hospital for 2000 patients. 

Two battalions of the Guards, viz. the Qrenadiers and the 
Fosileers, arriTed early on the 27th instant; the same morning 
there was a grand review of all the English troops for the in- 
spection of tiio Seraskier Pasha (Gonmiander-in-chief). We 
hadahont 11,000 men on parade, under the command of 8ir X>e 
Lacy Evans ; the troops looked very well, although not quite 
80 clean as in England. The Seraskier Pasha came attended 
by a nnmerous but very ragged staff : such dirty, untidy-look- 
ing fellows, and so badly mounted. The Pasha himself is a 
vers' fat man, with a had expression of countenance, and sits 
like a sack on his horse, lie expressed himself much delighted 
with the appearance of the troops ; bnt it is also reported that 
one of our int^erpreters overheard him say to au aueiidant, 

Tiiat the English were very lino to look at, but he dared say 
they would run away ! " I pity his ignorance, poor devil ! 
It ramed in torrents before the review was over, and we all got 
wet to the skin. Next day the Coldstream Guards arrived in 
the Vtdoan " steam troop^ip, and during the day the brigade 
landed and encamped near the village of Hyder Pasha, about a 
mile and a half from the Scutari barracks. 

This morning, as we were crossing the Bosphoms to Pera, 
we saw a salute fired from all the men-of-war ; and as we were 
passing under the stem of the Terrible " steam-frigate, some 
one proposed that we should go on board and see the effects of 
the Eussian shot on her at the bombardment of Odessa. Ac- 
cordingly we went up her side, and were received with that 
civility that one always meeta with fiom the ofiioeis of the 
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Eoyal Navy. We found that the salute we had just before 
seen tired was in honour of Lord Raglan, \\ lio had arrived in 
the " Emu " steam-transport, having left tlie '* Caradoc " at 
Malta, that she might go to Triehte to meet the Duke of Cam- 
bridge, who is Cuming by Vienna. W<? went all over the Ter- 
rible : " she suffered very little; onU" suveii shots hither, one 
lii.in killed and 5 wounded ; and, Irum the accounts of the 
oiiicers, her fire was veiy dtsn nctive against the Ihissian bat- 
teries at Odessa, bho is to return to the Dlaok Sea lieet in two 
or three^days. 

I saw Lord Eaglaa this afiemoon «t the Kmbaaay ; he was 
looking very well, I tinderBtand the Sultan offered him the 
use of a palace on the BosphomSf but that he has refused, and 
is going to get some house at Scutari, so as to be near the 
troops* 

• 

Barracks, Scutari, May 10, 1854, 

Instead of writing you a regular letter this time, I shall give 

you exti licts from my journal. 

May 1st. — The weather became very hot to-day ; a man of 
the 88th regiment got a stroke of the sun, which they fear will 
end fat.TlIy, Sir Kieliard England received orders to go down 
to Gallipuii ^vhIkjuL delay, to replace Sir George Brown, who 
is coming up liere. Prince Napoleon arrived this morning, 
and was saluted by 101 %ynm from all the ships of war at anchor. 
It seemed as if it would never end. Prince Napoleon has a 
palace of the Sultan's, on the European side of the Bosphorus, 
for his habitation ; the Duke of Cambridge is to have another 
like it when he arrives. 

ifoy 2nd, — ^Lord Baglan came over from the English Embassy 
at Pera (where he hais been staying since his arrival) to his 
house on the Asiatic side of the Bosphorus. It is situated close 
to the water's edge on the Sea of Mimnora, at the foot of the 
encampment of the brigade of Guards, and near the village of 
Hyder Faaha. It is biiilt^ like most of the country-houses here, 
of wood, painted a deep sort of Indian red, with numbers of 
windows, all with jalousies to them ; inside, the rooms have 
matted floors, with sofas all round them : it looks clean and 
tidy, which suits his Lordship's taste better than the most 
magnificent apartments. All his personal Stall' have rooms in 
the house ; it standw in the midst of a small garden, the whole 
being surrounded by a high wall ; and, with the exception of 
the sinp;lo sentry who paces before the outer gate, a passer-by 
would never believe it was the residence of the English Com** 
m^der-in-Chief. 

. May Uh, — I mad© the acq^uaintance this morning of Major 



Digitized by Google 



Chap. I. 



FIRE AT STAMBOUL. 



9 



Dickson of the Eoyal Artillery, a most intelligent man. lie is 
attached to the Quaiierniaster-GrenerarH department, a^ head of 
the interpreters: he was sent out by the English Goveniment 
to Constantinople sonio years ai;o to instnict the Turkinh ar- 
tillery, and their proseiit prutiriency in that branch of th«Hr 
military service is chiutiy owin*^ to liis exertions. T was onlv 
too glad to })rofit by bis kind ufVi^r to ^o witli ni<^ into tiio 
bazaars, as liis perfect knowledge ot" tlio 'rurkish language p^avo 
me the advantage of buying things ai lia,lf the })rice*at which 
I should otherwise have obtained them. About 11 o'clock P.M. 
a fire broke out in Stamboul which lighted up the whole of 
Constantinople and tbe Golden Horn; it was a magnificent 
spectacle, but one dreaded the probable loss of life that it woidd 
occasion, being in tlie most densely populated part of the town. 
It appeared to increase till past midnight, and then by degrees 
it was got mider. As it turned out afterwards, some 60 or 
70 houses were burnt to the ground, but I belieye there were 
no Uycs lost. No engines came for a long time, and then 
there was great difficulty in getting water, snd the Turks 
appear not to have exerted themselves more than on ordinary 
'occasions, that is to say, not at all. These fires are of such 
constant occurrence that, except nt the actual time of their 
taking place, no one thinks anything about them ; so no pre- 
cautious worth speaking of are taken to prevent a similar 
catastroplio at any future time. 

May btli.—i w;is sent over on duty to-day to the Einlmssy 
at Tera, and while waiting there I met Captain Nolan of the 
15th lliii5sars, an officer who, most jiirilly, is very highly 
thought of by the authorities, lie has written a book on 
Cavalry, which I have read with much interest; and although 
some OS his ideas are rather extmvagant, still there is much 
worth remembering, and which will be useful to know when 
in the field. He was sent out here about six weeks ago to 
purdbase horses for the remounts of the cavalry and artillery, 
but he has only obtained 30 or 40 horses, as he found it 
impossible to get them large enough ; he said he could easily 
have bought 1000 baggage-horses, if he had had authority to 
do so. ft was only yesterday I heard that Mr. Filder, the 
Commissary-General, was in want of any amount of baggage 
animals. I believe at the present moment he has 70 or 80 
mules, and yet for the most ordinaiy re(piirements on tlio 
commissariat he will want 3000 animals ! And that number 
is independent of the ammunition and regimental baggage 
animals. In fact, the commissariat apj)ear to have done 
nothing in the way of j)urchasing baggage-horses, although 
they have, been here now fur at least six weeks. Captain 
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Kolan starts to-moirow for Syria, to try and bay horses for 

the cavalry there. 

May 7<A, Sunday. — ^There "was service in each of the biigades 
this morning in the open air. It 'was intensely hot; X don't 
know when I felt the heat so much. Lord liaglan and his 
Staff were present at the service with the brigade of Guards : 
4 ino!! <)f the Guards fainted, so powerful wa« the sun, and yet 
it was only 9 a.m. ISir George Bruwn arrived this morning 
from Galiipoli with the 2nd battalion of the Iiifle Brigade, 
and the 9Hrd regiment. About mid-day there was a sutideu 
change in the weather, and in five minutes the sky was covered 
with black clouds, and the rain de.scended in torrentt:}, in a way 
that you have no idea of in England. 

There was a grand ball last night (9th instant) at Pera, 
given by the French Ambassador in honour of FrincoNapoW 
i'reTions to the ball there was a large dinner at the English 
Embasi^: most of the English Generals were asked, and 
some of their staffs. Ahont 20 sat down to one of the best 
dinners I ever saw; everything admirably done. I was 
astonished that Pera eonld have furnished anything so good.. 
Lord Stratford was so unwell that he was unable to attend. 
^Ve went to the ball at half-pa^t 9 o'clock. The ball-room 
was handsome, and the music good: I was presented to 
Marshal 8t. Arnaud and Prince Napoleon ; the latter is most 
wondei-fiilly like the pictures one has seen of liis L'nole in his 
younger days. I think he affects his attitudes and dress as 
much as practicable. He was dressed in a Frencli General's 
•uniform, viz. tail-coat buttoned up to tlie eliin, wliite inex- 
pref>sibles, and Kapoleon boots. He stood generally with liis 
amis fohled, and liad a lock of liair falling over his forehead, 
afs you often see represented in pictures of Kapoleon I. His 
manner is good, gentle, and courteous, and altogether one 
receives a favonrable impression of him on first acquaintance. 
Marshal St. Anand is very different in every way ; so energetio 
and demonstrative in manner, he gives you uie idea of an 
actor ; talks very fast, whether in french or broken English, 
and is withal most goodnatured. I can't say much for the 
beauty of Pera ; the ladies were few of them pretty, and not 
well got up, being for the most part in gaudy dresses without 
any harmony of colour. Then there were at least five gentle^ 
men to one lady, which is a decided drawback to the enjoy- 
ment of a ball. 

This morning the Duke of Cnmbriclgo anrl "his str^flT arrived ; 
so that at last all the staff of tiie anny are here. 1 am sorry 
to see that some of the English new^papere abuse Lord Raglan 
for not making more hajste in coming here : it is so unjust^ so 
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unfair, to condemn a man for doing wHat be is ordered to do 
by bis Ck>Temment, I will venture to say tbat Lord Kaglan 
would have much preferred coming all the way by sea from 
England, rather than have bad to go tbrougb all the fStes, &o., 
at Taris ; for 1 don't know where you could find a man of 
simpler habits, or one who more dislikes anything approaching 
display or notoriety. The fear is — and one veiy generally 
felt by those about him — that he will overdo himself, f^r he 
is always at work, nioniing, noon, and night; at pi'eaent, 
however, he appears in remarkably good health. 

Most of the 1st Division of Artillery have arrived, but they 
have lost 27 horses on the voyage, out of about 340. Many 
officers have lost horses coming out: General Estcourt, the 
Adjutant-General, has lost 2 ; Lord Lucan, commanding the 
cavalry, 2 ; many otbers tbe same; and our liberal Government 
will give ibem for first chargers 501. ; for all otbers only 352. 
and 40/., no matter bow much more tbe borses may bave oost. 

It may be as well to give you the approximate number of 
Englisb troops now in tbe East I think tbe following nearly 



oorpect :— » 

In iMmcks at Scutari «• • 7,200 men. 

In camp at Scutari 8,300 

In ban-Hcks ut Kululi 2,000 

AtGallipoU 4,000 



Total 21,500 



The troops at Ibe Kululi baxxacks are obiefly artillexy ; none 
of tbe oavaby bave yet arrived, but about 2500 are under 
orders ; probably many of this number will not be sent out for 
tbe next two or three months. There are also three more 
r^ments of infantry to come from Malta and Gihraltar : when 
we are complete we shall muster about 27,000 men. The 
army at the present moment is very healthy : there are ahout 
200 patients in the general hospital, nnd most of these are 
only slight cases of fever. It was intended to havij sent a 
largo body of troops to the other side of the Bosphorus to 
cuuistruct fieid-worjks some few miles north of Constantinople, 
to prevent its being taken by a coup de main ; but I understand 
Lord Eaglan is not in fiivuur of the project, as he considers 
it perfectly unnecessary, and consequently the idea has been 
abandoned. Ibe Bussians must be bold, indeed, if they were 
to think of marching down all tbat way to meet the Englisb 
and French armies, to say nothing of tbe Turks ready to 
receive them before they oould attack Constantinople. 
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Camp) Scatari, Jtufi 1, 1854. 

I shall baye recourse to my journal again, and shall begin 

■where I left off in my last letter. 

May IGth. — This morning Lord Raglan inspected the Light 
Division (Sir George Brown), consisting of 7 battalions, viz. : 
7th Fusileers, 19th Regiment, 23rd Fusileers, 33rd Regiment^ 
77 th Regiment, and 88th Begiment, and the 2nd l^lttalion 
Rifle Brigade. 

3fay nth. — Lord Raglan inspected the 2nd Division, imder 
tho command of Sir De T^Roy Evan«, ;nid afterwards the 1st 
Division, under tho lJuku uf Cambridge : the 2nd Division 
consisting of 5 battalions of the Line, viz. 30th, 41st, 47th, 
49th, and 95th Regiments ; the 1st Division consisting of the 
Brigade of Guards and the 95rd Highlanders : then followed 
an inspection of such of the Royal Artillery as have arrived. 
This evening a grand banquet was given by the Sultan ia 
boiiour of the Duke of Cambridge : Lord Baglan and the prin* 
oipal English and French Geneialswere asked, and their staflSi. 
The fSte took place at the palace of Beglen Beg, situated on the 
Asiatic side of the Bosphoms, about 4 miles above Constan- 
tinople. . The dinner wab /|t 7 .p.m« The 8ultan came into a 
sort of reception-room,, where every one was asHeiubled before 
dinner : he spoke a few words to the Duke of Cambridge, Lord 
Raglan, Marshal St. Amaud, 'and two or three others. The 
Sultan only stayed a few moments, and then retired to his 
palace on the other side of the Bosphorus. It is not permitted 
for him to eat with Giaours ! He is rather fat, with a very 
vacant expression of countenance ; he was dressed simply, 
withoTit any ornament, but was followed by a large staff of fat 
pashas and officers in magnificent uniforms. Some one told me 
he was in the habit of drinking, and that at this time of the 
evening he is rarely sober 1 1 We sat down to dinner about 
180 or 200« The table was quite magnificent with gold and 
sil^r plate ; the dinner French, and would have been good 
had not everything been cold. After dinner there were the 
usual Royal toasts and some speeches from the different chie&. 
I thought Marshal St. Amaud spoke the best. During the 
dinner the Imperial band played, not bad, but too brassy. 
The palace guard was most magnificently dressed, as indeed 
were all tho attendants. After dinner we %vent and smoked 
out of pipes with amber mouthpieces set with diamonds ! ! 

May l%th, — This morning Lord Raglan and some of his Staff 
left in the " Caradoc" for Varna, to meet Omer I'asha. The 
Turkish ^linistcr of War, Riza Pasha, and Marshal St. Araaud 
also left Constantinople for Varna. There is to be a grand 
Council-of- War there of the allied Geneiala and Admuais. 
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Maxf 20^. — Seveial sailing transports urith cayalij on boaid 
have arriTed during the last few days : nearly all of the 8th 
Hussars hare come, but they have lost a good many horses on 

the Tovao;e. 

May 26rd, — Lord Eaglan returned from Yama to-day ; I 
understand that preparations are to be made immediately for 
the army to go there : the French also are to do the same. 
Lord Kaglan is much pleased witli Omer l^asha; the thre© 
allied Generals and their Stalls went up from Varna to Shumla, 
a distance of 60 milos, to see the Turkish army and the 
field-\Vi>rks there. I believe Lord llaglan thought the troops 
better than he had expected; but 1 hear Sir J. Bnrgoyno, 
when he was there some little time ago, condemned the field- 
works as next to useless. It appears that Marshal St. Ainaud 
nearly had a quarrel with Bisa Pasha (the Minister of War), 
but that Lord Baglan managed to soothe both parties. 

May 24£ft. — ^To-day, being her Majesty's birthday, tbere was 
a grand review of all the troops. At n^day Lord Baglan and 
an immense Staff came on the ground : then followed three 
cheers from the troops, but all the bands playing in different keys 

God save the Queen" spoilt the fine effect it would otherwise 
have had. There were about 16,000 men on parade ; and as 
they marched past no one could help bein<^ struck with their 
appearance. There were some French rsffieers there who had 
never before seen English troops on parade ; they were per- 
fectly astonished, and one of them said to me, **The Guards 
march as if they were walls advancing." In the evening I 
went up to the camp of the Guards, where much fun was going 
on ; dancing and singing. They had also erected a sort of 
monument made of wood, and covered it with evergreens and 
•variegated lai^s, which when lit up had really a very hand- 
some effect. The way ilie men kept on cheering eyerybody 
and everything was wonderful, and did great credit to their 
lungs. 

May 26^A. — The Light Division was to have left this 
morning for Varna, but its departure was obliged to be put 
off, as the commissariat had not proyifiions enough ready to 
start for two or three days more. 

May Wth. — Sir George Bro^Ti left here with his staff on 
Sunday evening for Varna, and his division followed him 
yesterday, consisting of 7 battalions of infantry, one troop 
of horse artillery, and 3 troops of the 8th Hussars, and it is 
to be hoped that they bnvf> arrived by this time. All the 
sailing transports were towed by steamers. The distance 
from Constantinople to Varna l)y sea is about 140 miles. 
In a few days the Duke of Cambridge's Division, con- 
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sisting of the brigade of Guards and Highlanders, w\]\ go 
up; and after them the 2nd Division, under iSir De Lacy 
Evans. The whole of the infantry has, 1 believe, arrived, 
with the exception of one battalion. The 8th Ilnss^irs and 
the 17th Tiaiicers are the only cavalry regimenta yet come, but 
the transpuiU with cavalry on board aie arriving daily. It Ib 
very bad policy of the Goveninient Mending ont tlie cavalry 
and artillery in sailing transports . many hui>;cs die on the 
voyage, aiid almurtt all arrive in bad conditiuu, and ai'o not lit 
for servioe for some time after they are landed. iSome of 
the horse-tranfiportB have been 60 and 70 days oommg out. 
Far better to Keep the horses in England tili^ they have 
Bteamers available that would bring them ont in 10 or 12 
days: in so dhort a time the horses would not lose their 
condition, and would therefore be fit for active servioe the 
moment tiiey arrived in the East The commissariat are now 
getting on with their purchase of baggage animals, and during 
the last three weeks they have bought some 3000, and I 
believe many more are collected at Yama. There are 500 
horses coming from Tunis and Alexandria, intended as 
remounts for the cavalry and artillery. 1 can't help thinking 
they will prove too light for either service. The weather in 
very hot ; it was 95° in the men's tents the other day. 

Two French officers of the ** Etat-Major " have lately been 
attached to Lord Kaglan's personal IStalf; one is Colonel 
Lagondie, and the other Commandant Vico, — the first, a very 
fat, powerfnl man, who speaks English peifectly ; he is very 
well read both in English and French literature ; certainly 
clever, and has much to say for himself. The other, M, Yico, 
is a thorough frenchman, always very smartly dressed, with a 
waist that any lady might be proud of. He does not speak 
English, hut is very amiable and good*natured. They are 
attached to the English Head-quarters as the medium ci 
communication between the allied Commanders-in-Chie£ On 
the personal staff of Marshal St. Arnaud are Colonel Bose and 
Major Olaremont, who act in the same capaci^ as Colonel 
Ijagondie and Commandant Vico. It is strange, considering 
how much has, during the last two or three years, been said, 
especially by the press, of the inferiority of our soldiers* 
appnintments to those of the French, that 1 have heard many 
French Dfii' ors lately praise so highly the arms, clothing, and 
accoutrements of our men, and say how very sn])( riur they are 
to theirs, and also what much better rations our men have 
than theirs. Yet, if you were to believe the Englitsh 
newspapers, everything wo have is not to be compared to the 
Frencli. Somehow or other, I don't ioiow huw it is, but the 
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reporters of the English journals have made themselves very 
impopiilar. They appear to try atid find fault whenever they 
can, and tlirow as much blame and cunteni})t on the English 
authorities as if their object was to bring ihe Britiixh army into 
disrepute with our allies. Altogether they write in a bad 
spirit, and in a manner calculated to occasion much discontent 
and grumbling among the troops, and therefoi"e tending to 
injure the discipline of the army. A few days ago two 
reporters of newspapers went to Head-quarters, and a^sked for 
an order on the cornxnissariat for tents and animals to oarry 
their baggage, rations for themselves and their servants, &o, 
; and when told that no provision could be made for them, 
apx>eared to think they were very hardly used, and grumbled 
not a litde, and one, as he was going away, talked about the 
** reflect due to the press**! In the French army no 
reporters are tolerated, and, though that may bo rather too 
stroi^ a measure, some sort of constraint might be kept on 
these gentlemen, so that they should not send home the 
complaints of every disf-ontented man, and keep people in 
England in constant agitation and anxiety by their reports of 
ojjwial mismariogm/enti which are really oftentimes purely ima- 
ginary. 

Ma^ Slst, — 1 was present at a grand diplomatic dinner last 
night, given by Ijord Stratford in honour of the Duke of 
Cambridge. The guard of honoui to receive his lioyai liigh- 
ness was furnished by the 93rd Highlanders, with their band, 
and they astonished many of the diplomatists with the noise 
of their bagpipes and the appearance of their kilts. I was 
much amused at Ihe conttast between Lord Stratford and the 
Turkish Ministers. His Lordship so alight and upright, so 
cool and calm, and yet so very dignified ; the Ministers of the 
Porte so &t and round*8hoiddered, so hot and flurried, and so 
very ungraceful ; one and all so anxious for a word from the 
English Ambassador, and yet so uncomfortable when his 
eagle glance fell upon them. However, as dinner advanced, 
the Turks got more at their ease, and ate immoderately, and, 
in most instances, did not despise the excellent wine with 
which the table was supplied. After dinner all tlie smokers 
retired to a room hard by, and indulged in their hookas. 
Probably you have heard before this of the loss of the 
** Tiger " steam-frigate near Odessa. She got on shore early 
on the morning of the 12th instant, in a dense fog ; it cleared 
off about 10 A.M., when, to the horror of all on board, they 
found themselves only a few hundred yards from the coast 
The Russians vezy soon discovered them, and brought abatteiy 
of guns to bear upon the steamer from the cliff ^bove; the 



« 



Digitized by Google 



16 



LOSS OF THE TIGER/' Chap* L 



fillet ebot took off one of poor Captain Giffard's legs, and the 
second both the legs of a midshipman and killed him on the 
spot. The *' Tiger" could only bring one gim to bear upon the 
Kvussian battery, as most of her ordnance had already been 
thrown overboard, in order to lighten ilw ship. It ended in 
the crew (2()l) men) being taken ]nisuntrs by the lUrssians. 
The " Tiger " blew up towards evening, having been set on 
fire by the Russians* hot shot. Admiral Dnndas sent a flap- 
of truce into Odessa soon after, to ask after the wounded 
prisoners, and received- a most satisfactory report of them, 
and one highly ereditable to the Bn^ans. Ovr prifioneni 
said fhey were most hindly treated, and the wounded well 
caied for* 



At Sea, on course from the Bosphoms to Vania, 

Jum 20M, miduight. — This will leave dii-ectly we land at 
Yarna ; but to go back to 

June lOth, — The Himalaya ** steam -transport came in this 
morning with 320. horses on board from England, 250 of the 
6th Di-agoon Guards, and the rest artillery horses. Five 
sailing transjjorts also arrived with trooj)s of the 11th Huss<ir8 
and Itith Light Dragoons. I do not think we shall go up to 
Varna for the ne'zt ten days, as Lord Kaglan does not want to 
have a larger foroe there than the Prench* We have the 
Light Division and one troop of Artillery, the 8th Hussars, 
and 17ik Laticers, encamped 15 to 18 miles from Yama; 
but the French have 4700 men close to the town. They 
have great difficulty in getting baggage-animals. The reason 
is said to be that they try to purchase in the countiy, and 
give the natives an order on their military chest» which 
they do not perhaps understand, or, at any rate, do not 
believe : whereas those who are buying for the English com-' 
niissariftt ]viy in cash on tlie spot. During the last two days 
the weatli' r has been very changeable, some days oppressively 
hot and others quite cold. It is rather tr^'ing for the health, 
and consequently the hospitals have got more inmates than 
thev had. 

June loth, — The whole of the Ist lii vision (Duke of Cam- 
bridge's) embarked this morning, and steamed away for Varna 
soon after midday» The advance guard of the French division 
nnder the Prince Kapoleon arrived this day from Gallipoli, 
and encamped 3 mOes north of StambouL The division itself 
will arrive to-morrow. 

June 15th, — I went on board the "M^aera" steam troop- 
ship to-day to see the Bussian prisoners. There were 12 
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officers and 202 privates, all belonging to the Russian artil- 
lery. I believe they were taken by one of our ships off tlio 
coast of Circassia. The officerw looked veiy dirty and grim ; 
the men badly clothed, but fine-look in^^ fellows generally. 
They get exactly the same food as our sailors, but no gi'og! at 
which, 1 understand, tliey rather gmmble. Lord Eaglan went 
up to Vama to-day in the " Caradoc," accompanied by some of 
his Staff ; he returns in u, few days. 

Juns 17th, — ^There was a grand review of Prince Napoleon^s 
' diYision by the Sultan this day. It took plaoe at their camp, 
3 miles from Oonstantiiiople. There were about 11,0CM) men 
on the ground. It was dreadfully hot and dusly, and the 
troops looked fagged as they marched past ; they were, how- 
ever, a fine body of men : they appeared very small after our 
own men, but I must confess quite as soldierlike. The Sultan 
looked rather more animated than usual, and actually put his 
horse into a canter I much to the discomfort of his officers on 
foot who ran by his side. Lord Raglan arrived here from 
Vama this afternoon, and took uj) his residence at Lord Strat- 
ford's, as he has not been very well. Despatches have arrived 
from Silistria : the Russians continue their attack, and are 
daily increasing their trenches, but there is reason to believo 
the Turks will be able to hold out against them till we come 
to their assistance. 

June 20th, — This afternoon Lord Raglan left Pera for good 
in the ** Caiadoc," and steamed up the Bosphoms soon alter 
6 P.M. The men-of-war saluted him, manned yards, and 
gaTe three cheers as the " Caradoo " mored off. On his way 
up, his Lordship stayed and dined with Marshal St. Amaud 
at his house on the Bosphorus, opposite Beicos Bay ; the 
Marshal will follow to Vama in a few days. The 2nd Division 
(Sir De Lacy Evans) has by this time got to Vama, and the 
3rd Division (Sir R. England) will arrive shortly. There are 
only now left two companies of infantry at Scutari as a com- 
missariat guard ; and I believe the 4th rcgimeiit is to remain 
at Gallipoii for the present for the same pui pu.se. T bear the 
English transports are to return aud take u|> two divisions of 
the French army from Constantinople to Varna, after they 
liave landed ours at the latter place. As an instance that the 
French sometimes make mistakes as well as ourselves, I mubt 
tell you that a French officer of the Etat Major" informed 
me that Prince Napoleon*s division was kept waiting for three 
weeks at QaUipoli for want of shoes for the troops. The 
Foreign Office sent out here a short time ago Generu Beatson 
and Colonel Lloyd. General Beatson has made himself a name 
in India by his mana^ment of some irregular horse; and ho 
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bas "been sent here to try and get the Turkish Government to 

ffive him the command of some unformed cavalrv' to lick into 
shape : no easy tiisk, 1 fancy. At present ihoy have given 
him none, but, T nndeist.nul, have promised ])ieuty. Colonel 
Lloyd is to go, in cuui st- vi time, to Ciicasbia, and raise a cor] *.s 
among the natives to co-uperato with the Allies; but that wiil 
be an affair of time. General Beatson is not under liord 
liagliin'8 command, aiid cunbequently can receive no help from 
him. Colonel Lloyd is for the present attached to tho Staff. 



CHAl'TEil 11. 

Varna — Distribution of forces — Cholera — Despatdies — Pravadi — Shumla — 

Hfflrr Walski — Turkish Paslia — General Cannon — Silistria — Mr. Kasmyth 
•~- Captain Butler — Defences of dty — Omar Pasha — View of Russian army 
— DaDube — Interview with Omer — Start for Varna — Bashi-Bazoiiks — 
Cossacks — Deserted vilfajre — Forest — Balchick ■ — Dinner at ^Jarshal iSt. 
Arnaud's — Country tlei>ci iWti — Arrival of Omer Piisha at Varna — lieview — 
Return of cavalry from the Dobrudscha — Lord Kaglau — Sir George Brown — 
Lord Da Roe » General £8tcourt — Connnigsary-General —> Kustendje -~ 
DiflScnltiet — Death of Captain Hyde Parker — Projected eqteditiom to the 
Crimea. 

Yamay Jnna 24th, 1854^ 

The " Caradoc " arxiyed in Yaxna Bay on ihe afternoon of the 
21tit instant, with Lord Baglan and a portion of his Staff on 
board. He was received by Lord George Paolet and Lord 

Edward Russell (Captains uf the Bellerophon" ;iiul "Ven- 
geance " line-of-battle ships), and went on shore in the barge 
of the former. Lord Brum's Head-quarters, like those he 
had at Scutari, are of very humble appearance ; they are in 
a small house at the back part of tho to^^^T^ near the gate 
lead in '2; to the bhuiiila road. There are dltli rent hoTi.ses at 
various parts of the town told otf for the cliiet' dejnirtmont^ of 
the army. Sii- George Brown has one overlooking the har- 
bour, above one of the sea-batteries ; and near it is a large 
house (the best in Varna), intended for Marshal St. Amaiid. 
Sir G. lirown's Light Division is encamped about i.i miles 
from here, at Aladyn, on the Shumla road. The cavalry 
are at Devna, 20 miles from this, also on the road to 
£9inmla. The Duke of Cambridge's (^Ist) and Sir De Lac^ 
Erans's (2nd) divisions are just outside the lines of Varna. 
The French have about 11,000 men camped two or three 
miles north of the town near the sea ; and to-daj the greater 
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portion of Prince Napoleon's division, about 7000 men, dis- 
embarked, and are stationed close by. There are also about 
9000 Turks in tents quartered insiae the fortificatious of tho 
town. 

Vama looks well firom the sea; it is prettily situated on 
the north side of the bay, with high wooded hiUs behind it. 
The to\vn itself is like all the rest of the Turkish towns, with 
its ill-paved streets and tumbledown houses, and, as usual, 
smells of every sort of abomination. It is all day swarming 
with troops, English, French, and Turkish. One great draw- 
back to tlie town is the want of water, and Avhat little there 
is is very indili'erent. There is a well in tho house where 
I am quartered, but the water comes up ^reen ! — it is not 
bad, tliuiigh far from agreeable. The fleais are just as plen- 
tiful here as at Scutari, and the rats too, only, if anything, 
larger, — great big grey fellows, tliat make mo shudder to 
think of. There is a great deal of drunkenness here, I am 
Borry to say ; unfortunately spirits are very cheap, and, I 
believe, of bad quality. The consequence is, that insubordi* 
nation is not uncommon. The French have had to make two 
examples of men who refused to obey some order given tiiem, 
and, when made prisoners, resisted, and struck a non-com- 
missioned officer; ihey were both shot. The health of the 
troops at the present moment is good ; but there are a groat 
many cases of diarrhoea, and one private in the 19th liegiment 
died of cholera, after being ill only a few hours. 



Varaa, July 4th, 1854-. 

On the 24th of last month, late in tho evening, an aide-do- 
camp of Omer i'asha's arrived at Lord Kaglan's with the 
intelligence that the Buasians had raised the siege of Silistria 
* on the morning of the previous day, and that the whole of 
the beeiegmg force had crossed to the north side of the Danube, 
and taken with them all their siege guns and material. Lord 
Kaglan immediately sent off two of his aides-de-camp to 
Devna, with orders to Lord Cardigan, commanding the Light 
Cavalry Brigade, to take three squadrons of cavalry and make 
a reconnaissance and patrol into the Dobmdscha, so as to 
ascertain, beyond a doubt, that the liussians had altogether 
^retreated from Bulgaria into \\ allaehia. 

tShortly afterwards, much to my joy, I received an order 
from Colonel Steele (Military Seeretaiy) that I was to take 
despatches from Lord liaglan to Omer l*asha, and make the 
necessary arrangements for my journey without delay. It 
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was unceTtaln where Omer Pasiha would be hy that time, 
and my iustructions, therefore, were to piooeed to Shumla, 
and follow him whereTor he might have gone. Accordingly 
I ordered a horse and guide to be ready at 4 the following 
mombig, and I was also to be provided with an interpreter 
at the same time. My dress was as follows : leather inex- 
pressibles, imtanned Napoleon boots, and a pair of heavy 
hunting spurs; undress uniform frock-coat, and gold-laced 
forage-cap with a white cover. My sword, a ])can and 
Adams's revolver, and a hunting- whip ; a small valise, con- 
taining two shirts, two pair oi sucks, two tooth-brushes, a 
comb, and a piece of soap. com])rised my bag^ge. I also 
took my o\^^l military saddle and bridle with me, as 1 was 
to ride on iiired horses all the way. The saddle I found 
a great comfort, but the bridle was unnecessary, as those 
provided by the natives for the animals were better adapted 
for fhem. 

I started on Sunday morning at 5, having waited an hour 
for the interpreter until my patience was exhausted. So I 

set off at best pace, with only a boy to show the road and 
bring back the beast I was riding. I chose the lower road 
by the shores of the lake : part of the way was very pretty ; 
at times it was like riding through a park in ilngland. I 

arrived at Devna at half-past 7 a.m., changed my nag and 
guiflo, and at 8 o'clock started again. I heard that a 
squadron of the 8th Hussars and 13th Light Dragoons had 
already left, inidcr command of Lord Cardigan, from Devna, 
and that two more squadrons were to follow. Rode on to 
Pravadi, where 1 again changed my horse and guide at half- 
past 10 A.M. It now became very hot, and consequently my 
pace diminished, so that I did not reach Yeni-13azaar till 
one P.M. I then had some luncheon, and, mounting a iiesh 
horse, pushed on towards Shumla. It soon began to rain, 
and in a few moments I was completely wet through. I got 
there at half*past 2 : distance from Yama, by the route I 
came, a good 60 miles — not bad progress in hot weather. 
On arriving, the first tiling was to find out whether Omer 
Pasha wa« there or not ; I, therefore, went to his house, and, 
for a long time, could get no information of any sort. ^Vhen 
I asked for Omer Pasha, the only answer I could get from 
the different ragged sentries was a shake of the head. At 
last I was fortunate enough to find a man who knew a few 
words of French, and from him I learnt that Omer had 
started for Silistria, so I had nothing for it but to follow. 
That was easier said than done, as T had great difficulty 
in getting any horses. Tho reason of this was that there 



II t I : : : i 



i^iy u^L^ Ly Google 



Chap. II. EIDE TO SILISTRIA—HERR WALSKI 



21 



Iiad been no regular communication with Silistria since the 
commencement of the siege ; and as only two days had 
elapsed since it had been raised, the Turks liad not yet begun 
to think even of Te-establishing the post>hoi966 which are 
kept all about this country as a means of communication on 
the different great roads. After a time I cUmm red a drago- 
man of Omer Pasha's, who had been attached to the Turkish 
Consulate at Vienna. He spoke French and Cr imau very 
well ; I had then no further difficulty in procuring horses and 
a c^ni'de. lie informed me that Omor had only left the tuwn 
early that moniing, and that he was goin^ to sleep in the 
cam J) of a coi*j)S of Turks, then on the mareh from Shumla 
to »Sili8tria, not more than 18 miles on the ruad. 1 there- 
fore detemiined, if possible, to get up to him that nii^ht and 
deliver my despatches : however. I could nut start ht'fcue 
half-past 0 in the evtuing, but then set out at a good mund 
canter. When about 4 miles on the road it began to rain 
i^ain, this time in torrents, so that both myself and guide 
presented much the appeaianoe of drowned rats. 

Just after the rain came on I overtook a Turkish officer, 
riding a very handsome little Arab, and, whilst admiring liie 
horse, I observed that the officer's person was enveloped in 
a regular Mackintosh coat. It instantly occurred to me that 
a Turk possessing such a civilised garment must certainly 
speak a civilised language. I wtot up to him and found he 
spoke French ; and after a few moments* convenation he told 
me he was secretary to Omer Pasha, and was then on his 
road to join hhn. J therefore informed him of my mission, 
lie proposed that we should travel together, to which i most 
gladly assented. You never saw such weather or such roads ! 
the rain descending in sheets of water, the roads knee -deep 
in mud and slush. We could not converse much under such 
circumstances, but I found out fiom him that his name was 
Walbki. A Pole by birth, he had entered the Tin kish ser- 
vice some years ago as a surgeon, and, from his acquaintance 
with the French and German langages, he now occupied the 
post of doctor and interpreter to Omer Fasha. It was for- 
tunate that I fell in wim Herr Walski, for soon after dflok 
we came upon the rear-guard of the Turkish troops on the 
line of march. They surrounded us, and took us tinder escort 
to the officer commanding, who asked us no end of questions. 
Of course my Polish friend answered for me. The Turkish 
officer evidently did not like my appearance, and I believe he 
thought I was a Eussian spy. At length he allowed us to 
proceed on our way. 

it was pitch dark, and we were only guided by the distant 
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watch-fires of the Turkish camp as to the direction we were 
to take. After repeatotl mibtakeij and blunders we came up 
to the camp at 10 oVluck. We then had to go through 
another examination from the oificer of the ont-picket, ])ut 
finally arriv ed .it the Head -(jiut i ters of the eanip, distant from 
Shumla 23 miles. On my informing the aide-de-camp of 
the PasKa in command that .l was the hearor of despatchoB 
Irom Lord Eaglan to Omer Faaha, he immediately Bhoved 
me into a magnificent tent, where I saw stretched on a 
divan in the centre a Pasha &8t asleep and snoring. He 
was soon wide awake, and received me with many salams 
and fine speeches. He informed me that Omer Pasha had 
gone to the advanced guard of his corps, some 8 miles 
further. It was, therefore, useless my attempting to proceed 
any further that night ; besides, my horse was completely 
knocked up. Ilio Pasha went throngh the customary civility 
of pipes and coffee, and oi dered a repast to be g;ot ready for 
me. I soon took my leave of him, and on going out found that 
four of his aides-de-camp were in the act of evacuating a tent 
for my accommodation, and, on refomng the matter to Herr 
AV'aliiki, I begged he wuuld oblige them to return, as I could 
easily find a corner of their tent to lie down in. However, 
two insisted on turning out for me, and in a moment more 
I found myself seated on a most comfortable diTan, with 
thick, warm rugs round me* I think I never felt more tired 
in my life. I had been riding all day, a distance of 83 
miles, two-thirds of which were under a broiling sun, and 
the remaining third in torrents of rain. I had not been 
five minutes in the tent before I fell asleep. I had a sort 
of indistinct idea of W^alski informing me that supper was 
ready, Tmt, although vqtj hungiy, I was far more sleepy, and 
therefore paid no heed to liis invit^ition, and was soon in the 
land of dreams, leaving WaLski to discuss the supper with the 
Turkish aides-de-camp. 

The next morning (26th) I was awoke by Walski at 4. 
I instantly got up and went out, feeling most miserably cold 
and stiff from my clothes having dried on me. Much to my 
disgust, I was informed that my horse was ill and would not 
feed, and it was thought not able to go on; and, as I had 
nothing else to depend upon, I was at first rather in a fix." 
On going to see my beast, I found him shivering with cold, 
80 I thought the best thing was to warm him with a litde 
rough grooming. I therefore set to work, and soon had the 
satisfaction of seeing the animal much better, and myself 
quite hot with exercise. Walski looked on at my perform- 
ance with perfect astonishment, but he admitted that tiie horse 
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seemed quite well again, as lie comiaenced feeding with a 
good appetite diiectly my grooming was over. 

Soon after 6 o'clock we started from the head-quarter 
eamp, and proceeded on onr way most leisurely, much to my 
annoyance; hnt as I was more or less dependent on my 
companion, to say nothing of being under obligations to him, 
I endeavoured to control my impatience with the best grace 
I could, especially as he repeatedly assured me that we should 
be up with Omer Pa^sha r>y hia break fast-timo. Onr road 
lay for some miles tlii'ough copses and underwood. Tlie 
Turks were bivouacked in every direction, and apparently 
without much order or regularity. Herr Walski informed me 
that there were 40,000 men in the encampment, en route to 
Sili stria. I am iaclined to think this an exaggeration on his 
part. 

On arriving at the village where Omer Pasha had slept 
the night previous, I was not a little disappointed to find that 
he had started for Silistria, in a carriage and four, only half 
an hour hefore my arrival. I felt very indignant with 
Walski, as it was all his confounded dawdling that made me 
80 late. I therefore determined to get rid of him the first 
opportunity and push on by myself; the only drawback was 
that I had no one to show me the way, and going by compass 
is rather difficult work when you have no landmarks at all 
to guide yon. The country we were then passing throu<^h 
was flat and wooded, and therefore presented no feature that 
would in any way assist in keeping me in the right direc- 
tion. Tender any circumstances I had no chance of over- 
taking Omer Pasha before his arrival at Silistria. We 
journeyed on as before till half-]iast 2 p.m., when we s^ot 
to the village of lihamanacUikier. (There's a naiue for 
you ! but it's quite correctly spelt.) I made every effort 
here to try and hire fresh horses, and, after mnch talking, 
a peasant said he wonld go and try to catch two of his whi<3i 
were ont at grass. Whilst waiting the return of this man, 
Walski informed me that Behrim Fasha was in a camp close 
by. I knew the said Behrim to he an Englishman, so 
without more ado went out, and in a few minutes arrived at 
his tent. To my surprise I recognised a well-known face 
mider a fez; and then discovered that the English Pasha 
and General Cannon were one and the same person. I had 
often met him at Cliobham camp, when he attached to 
Sir De Lacy Evans's staff as Brigacle-A[;?j('r. lie received 
me most kindly, and, on my informiu*'- him how 1 came to be 
there, he said he would do all in his power to further my 
wishes. He was himself on his way to Silistria, and was 
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going there in order to take command of some Turkish 
troops to be employed higher up the Danube, and was 
pushing on to overtake Omer Pasha. He begged I would 
aooompany him, ride his horncs, and live with him as long as 
I was able. Very kind and civil. He ordered me a capital 
luncheon, which was Tery acceptable after two days of Turkish 
living. I took leave of ^N'alski shortly after, and the fresh 
horses arriving I was ready to set off again. 

]>ehnm Pasha LroVo up Lis cam]) soon after 5 o'clock, and 
we proceeded on our way. lie told me it was hopeless tr}'inp^ 
to overtake Omer Pasha that night, as he was gone to visit 
various military posts on tlie Danube, and would not arrive at 
JSilihtiia till noon the following dfiy; lung before that time 
we could easily reach Silistria. ^\'e marched about 15 miles, 
and then, having arrived at a deserted village culled Aka- 
danar, we camped for the night. General Cannon, Colonel 
Ogilvy (an English officer attached to General Gannon's staff), 
and myself slept in the "village mosque— not such a bad place 
— and after an excellent dinner, considering the circum- 
stances, we made ourselves comfortable for the night, and 
^^ ( re soon sound asleep. I had marched this day about 45 
milL'^. 

On Tuesday morning (27th) we were all astir before 
4 o'clock, and half an hmr later on the line of march. We 
had a most charming ride through a forest for some 10 or 12 
miles : I never saw anything more pretty ; at times like 
partes of ^^ indsor I^irk, only the oak-trees not so large or 
fine. Wo arrived within sight of vSilisti-ia (about 2 miles from 
it) at 10 o'clock a.m., havins; come about 21 miles this 
morning. W hen half a mile from the town we found the 
greater }>ortion of the garrison drawn up in parade order to 
receive Omer l*asha, who wtis expected hourly. From where 
we were, in front of Fort Medgidie (the stiongest of the forts 
round Silistria), we could see the Russian army encamped on 
the opposite side of the Danube, at a distance of 5 miles or 
'so. I must say my heart beat with excitement at this first 
view of the enemy. 

Mr. Xii^myth (one of the distinguished English officers who 
so nobly defended Silistria) came up whilst we were there talk* 
ing and remarking the 'Ihirkish troops, and General Cannon 
introduced me to him. His ap]>oarance at once prepossesses 
you in his favour ; very goodlooking without being positively 
handsome, rather pale and delicate, with quiet, gentlemanlike 
manners, and quite young. He immediately informed us of 
the sad news that Captain Butler, the otber hero of Silistria, 
was dead. He expired on the moniiug of the 22nd xilt., and 
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ma buried with miliiiurj hononn on the 25tli, in the Greek 
oemetery close to the town. His death was caused by a 
wound received some days proTiously, when looking through 
a newly-constructed embrasure in the Fort, of Arab Tu1)i:i ; a 
bullet from a Russian sharpshooter hit him on the forehead, 
and would doubtless have caused instant death, had it not first 
of all passed through some earth at the side. He is a lima to 
the army and to the country at large, a man whose name will 
go down to posterity as one of England's heroes. Poor f( llf»w ! 
he had just been removed from the ( Vylon Rifles into tlio 
Guards, and made a brevet- major, but he did not live to hear 
of these rewards for his serNnces. 

Xasinyth told us that Omer l^aslia wniild ])robably not arrive 
for two or three liuurs, so 1 gladly accepted his otl'er to go 
y\^tYi me round the liussian trenches and iield-W( >rk>i, and also 
those constructed by the Turks during the ^iege. ^Ve com- 
menced by going into the earthwork called Arab Tabia, a 
small redoubt that one would scarcely have thought could 
have checked the progress of a siege for any length of time. 
It had been so completely battel^ about by the Russian 
cannon, shot and shell, that the old outer line of the work 
could not be recognised. On the Turks finding that their 
parapet was falling from the Russian fire, they were for absn- 
doning the work, but Captain Butler told them that they must 
construct another parapet in rear of the first ; this was done« 
and again on that being destroyed they made another in rear 
of the second parapet. This also was getting rapidly into a 
state that rendered it of but little if any protection to the gar- 
rison, so a third inner parapet was ordered by Ihitler to bo 
made, which was in fact oiusido the rear parapet uf tlio old 
fort ! However, the liiiBsians raised the siege before thi.s was 
completed ; and when I wont over the work with Nasmyth it 
was just as it had been li;ft on the nioniing they retired. We 
afterwards visited a fort or eaiih field-work, called Ylauli ; 
this had repelled three attacks of the Russians, and was never 
once occupied even for a moment. We then went over all the 
Bussian parallels and approaches ; they were of a strength and 
extent enough to attack a fort of much greater importance 
than Arab Tabia. Their works were confined entirely to that 
side of the town, and long approaches and numerous batteries 
were made up to it all the way from the Danube. All the 
Bussian works appeared admirably constructed, and must have' 
given them great labour. They had also raised several strong 
redoubts overlooking the Danube on the south side, none of 
which could have been made without much trouble. 

The Bussian retreat must have been admirably managed ; 
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the J hadbnt one bridge oyer the Danube, and yet in one night 
they moved the greater part of their in£mtry, from BOfiW) to 
40,000 men, and all their siege train, across the river I I 
went all over the ground they had camped on, and yet oonld 
not find a single arm of any sort, or any uniform or accoutre- 
ments, left behind. There was one portion of groimd marked 
off; it was the burial-ground ; and here I counted 174 mounds 
of earth. The Turks say this was ^-hcro the Russian offif^crs 
were buried who were killed dnriiiii; tlie siege. I was standing 
there with Na.smyth when wo h(\'ir(l tlie pins of the fortress 
commence firincr. It was a salute to Omer Pasha, Avhn was 
now approachm«^- the town. We therefore tnmed our iiorsee 
towards where he was coming. 1 rtxlo up to him with General 
Cannon, who introducLJ lue to his Highness, and 1 then pre- 
sented my dcspatcheii. Omer Pasha received them with evi- 
dent pleasure, and waa most oivil to me. He was aecompanied 
by an enormous staff of officers and dozens of pipe-bearers, 
attendants, and grooms leading spare horses, ao. Then he 
had three carriages and fi>iir, no great things certainly, but 
still carriages ; one of them was a dosed sort of barouche, 
which I was told was supposed to be occupied by 'Mm, O. P. 
He ordered up one of his horses, and begged I would come 
and ride with him. In a moment after 1 was moimted on a 
dunning chestnut Arab, a\ ith the most gorgeous gold sha- 
braque 1 ever saw. He asked me many questions about I;ord 
Jxaglan, and professed the greatest respect and regard foi- liim. 
He then inspected the garrison that was drawn up as 1 have 
above told you. There wore about 14,000 men on parade, tlio 
gieater portion of whom had been engaged in tlie t^iege. He 
made a speech to each of the different re^i^ments and biigades, 
complimenting them on their braveiy, and telling thorn what 
a triumph they had gained over the liussians. Ho then went 
all round the Russian works ; in fact, doing just what I had 
done with Nasmyth. He told me when we were inside the 
fort of Arab Tabia that Captam Butler wss the Saviour of 
Silistria,*' and passed some high praises on the courage and 
Judgment of all the English officers who had taken a part 
m its defence. We went to a spot near the Danube, on 
rising ground, whence we had a magnificent view of the 
Hussian position. Here the whole party dismounted, and, 
Turkish fashion, sat Tipon the ground, and in five minutes 
*every one was provided with coffee and pipes. I must say 
these fellows understand making themselves comfortable. 
We then discussed the Jiussian army, their probable move- 
ments, il'C. &o. 

iHothing could be much more striking than the view from 
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where we were seated ; tbe Danube flowing at out feet^ in 
sight for 10 or 12 miles on our right and left; it is here 
nearly half a mile broad. Before us, on the opposite side of 
the river, an enormous plain, over which yon oould see nearly 
25 miles, and on this was the Bnssian camp. Its centre 
rested on the town of Kallaras, and extended for about 2 
miles on either side. The nearost point of the Russian camp 
to the walls of Sili.stria wtxs saui to be 2^- miles, and their force 
was variously estimated at from 120,000 to 150,000 men. I 
should think the former number quite th(> outside. \\ itli oar 
telescopes we could easily count tbe enemy's tents, and see 
. the videttes and ytickcts at intervals round the camps. 

After gazing for a long time at the imposing scene before 
ns, we mounted our horses and rode into the town of Silistria 
at 4 o'dook in the afternoon. On the wa^ I met Captain 
Bent and Lieutenant Burke of the Eoyal Engineers, who were 
sent up to Silistria hy Lord Baglan to assist poor Butler and 
Nasmyth. They arrived the mommg of the raising of the siege, 
mneh to tiie chagrin of both. The town is completely battered 
to pieces ; I do not think there is a single house that is unin- 
jured. The siege lasted nearly 6 weeks, during which time 
the Kussians threw into the town 15,000 shells from the bat- 
teries on the north side of the Danube, and several thousands 
of these were 10-inch shell. The town is completely deserted 
except by the troops; we therefore chose our own (piartcrs. 
General Cannon had sent on an aide-de-camp to take a house for 
him, and accordingly we found him in possession of one of the 
best houses in the town ; Imt even this had had two l()-iuch 
shells thi'ough the roof, and tjeven round shot through Jiflferent 
parts of the walls. Nevertheless we made ourselves pretty 
comfortable, and then partook of a wonderful dinner— fish just 
caught in the Danube, really capital; country wine well iced, 
of which there was any amount. I do not think I ever 
enjoyed iced champagne half so much as I did this cool 
country wine. 

In the evening I had an audience with Omer Pasha, which 
lasted about an hour. He spoke chiefly of the prospects of the 
war and the late siege. He said he intended having a monu- 
ment erected in Arab Tabia to the memory of poor Butler, and 
proposed tliat a pyramid should be constructed of the INissian- 
shot thrown into the town and works during tho boml^ard- 
ment. He repeated again to me how much he liked Lord' 
Rapjlan, and how he respected the English anny, and said 
many Icind things to myself, and asked me to stay a few days 
with him. That, 1 replied, was out of the question, iis my 
orders were to return as soon as possible. He said, in that 
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case be Bbonld not ynush to delay me, and would have liis 
answer to Lord Baglan's despatch ready early the following 
morning. I told him I should like to go back to Tama hy 
the direct route. TTo at first objected to this, as there might 
still be Cossacks lurking about; however, on my rather press- 
ing it, he promised to send an escort of 6 r>aHlii-Bazonks with 
me, in case of my falling in with any of the above-named 
wandering gentry. He was full of his jokes ; and, among 
otlier things, told me that when the war was over he sliould 
visit England, and many an J^nglish Miss uns Jiliss An-- 
glaiae ") ! 

During my interview Herr Walski arrived, and said he had 
been travelling all dav. Omer Pasha made him stav in the 
room, as at times it was difficult for me to understand hiiu-^ 
he speaks French so very badly, and frequently puts in German 
and Italian words; and then he has such an extraordinary 
accent, that until you get accustomed to his way of talking it 
is not an easy task to imderstand what he says. 

The next day I got up ax^ was ready to start at 6 a.u.* 
but had to wait till past 9 o'clock for the despatches. At 
last they came, and at the same time my escort of 6 . Bash i- 
Bazouks« Yon never saw 6 more thorough-looking scoundrels, 
all in rags too ; but they were pretty well mounted, and had 
been picked out on that account, as they were to go with 
me to Varna, and return as soon as possible. I started at 
half-past 9 o'clock, carrying despatches from Omer Pasha to 
Lord liaglan and Marshal St. Arnaud, also from G(?neral 
Cannon and Colonel Dieu to their respective CommandeT-s-in- 
Chief. It was a dreadfully hot day, and therefore I could not 
go fast, as my horse would have been knocked up, and I had 
no other to fall back upon. I arrived at the large village of 
Kainaraik at 2 km., and found it quite deserted, and m 
flames in three different places. It had been set on fire (so 
my chief Bashi informed me) by Ihe Cossacks the day the 
siege was raised. I stayed here for half an hour, resting under 
the shade of a magnificent mulberry-tiee, the fruit of which I 
appreciated much. 

Soon after leaving Kainarzik we entered the forest, which is 
quite beautiful. At half-past 3 o'clock, to my groat sur- 
prise, I met a party of the 8th Hussars and some 50 Bashi- 
Bazouks under the command of Captain Tomkinson and Comet 
Cl<»wes, both oflBcers of the 8th, whom I knew intimately: 
we iiad a quarter of an hour's chat together. Thev had orders 
to patrol as far as Kainai-zik, and to return the following day 
and join the remainder of Lord Cardigan's cavalry. After 
this little incident 1 proceeded thiough the forest, and at half- 
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past 5 o'dook oame to an unmbabited village, where^ as oiir 
Lorses were getting very tired, I had intended to stay for the 
nigbt. It tamed out that there was no water to be found, the 
wells being all dry ; I therefore determined to push on, and 
informed the Bashi-Bazouks, in my best Turkish, of my inten- 
tion. After a moment's conversation among themselYes, tliey 
quietly began unsaddling their horses. I expostulated ; tho 
chief Bashi made me undei-stand that they and their horses 
were tired, and would therefore go no further. I began to get 
just a little angiy, and told them again to go on. They took 
no notice; so J. determined to ,slni\v them that when an 
English officer spoke ho wii^ always obeyed. Accordingly I 
undid my hunting whip, which had a good heavy telling 
thong, the Bashis looking at me all the time, not knowing 
what to make of it, yet, I &noied, not feeling quite com- 
fortable. I then repeated onoe more my summons for them to 



other way of enforcing obedience, I gave the head Bashi a 
most sounding lash across his shoulders : he was perfectly 
astounded ; however, be had not much time for astonishment, 
for another and another blow descended on his unhappy back, 
each one getting harder than the last. The effect was magical ; 
one and all were on their horses in a moni(,'nt, and set otf along 
the road as hard as they could lay legs to the ground. You 
never saw anything so absurd, and, angry as 1 was, I could 
not help laughing. I galloped after them, and lashed each 
two or three times, when, being blown, I put up my whip. 
By degrees our pace subsided into a walk, but it was won- 
derful how lively both men and horses were whenever I came 
alongside of them. I never saw fear — ^miserable fear — so 
plainly stamped on the human faoo as on these magnificent 
&ishis whenever I looked at them, I thought, supposing 
we were to meet a party of Cossacks, what a capital diance I 
should have with these miserable cowards — positively obliged 
to drive my escort in front of me ! It wiis really too ridiculous. 

A little after 8 o'clock we arrived at another deserted 
village, and this time there was abundance of water, — two 
large fountains and several wells. Distance from Silistria 
34 miles, I should think. Here I stopped for the night, 
and supped off a piece of dry bread and some water. I lay 
down against the doorway of a small house, with a large lire 
at my feet, and my precious escort lying outside the fire in 
a half-circle, the horses picketed again behind them. I got 
little or no sleep, for there were thousands of musquitos who 
tormented me all night, and, although I was dead tired, I was 
only too glad when daylight camo at half-past 3 A.if. 




was no 



Digitized by Google 



30 DINNER AT MABSHAL ST. ABNATJB'S. Obap. II. 



29th.— 1 started ai 4 o'clock, and marclied -mthout stop- 
ping till half-past 11 (7i hours at a stretch, — not so bad), 
when we arrived at Bazzardschick, or Basardschick, quite a 
large town, but wholly iminhabited. I counted five mosques. 
Tiie first 4 hours of my journey to-day was tliiough forest, 
but afterwards nothing but open downs. I stayed only 20 
minutes at Basardschick to water the linr.scs, and then went 
on till half-past 2 p.m., when we came lo the first inhabited 
village since Silistria, which must be at least 60 miles dis- 
tant. I stayed here for an liour, and, getting some black 
bread and sour milk from tlio natives, 1 made an excellent 
luncheon. ^Ve again started, and reached the village of 
Baldjick at half-past 5 p.m. On the road I had another row 
with mv head Bashi for not keeping up. The truth was, we 
were all getting pretty well done up, but I was determined 
to get into Varna that night, so it was out of the question my 
lagging. I stayed at Baldjick only long enough to get a 
guide to conduct us a short route through the forest, and then 
proceeded. Just beyond the village we obtained a fine view 
of the allied fleets at anchor in the bay, about 3 miles off 
the land. After passing for about 6 miles through the 
forest, we came again on to a ^nri of high plateau of open 
country, and this continued till with.iii miles of Varna, 
when we descended through iin lt^rwood to the town itself. 
I arrived at Varaa at half-past b o'clock, having l iddcn this 
day above GO miles. Our poor horses wei e completely kjiocked 
up, as indeed we oui-selves were, for the day had been in- 
tensely hot. 

1 found, on my arrival, that Lord Raglan was at a grand 
dinner given by Marshal St. Amaud to the English 
Generals ; I therefore went down to the Marshal's house, and 
sent up word to Colonel Steele, the Military Secretary, that I 
had arrived with despatches from Omer Pasha from Silistria. 
This caused no small commotion, and the Marshal insisted on 
my coming up to the dinner, where I found about thirty- 
general officers (French and English") at table, among them 
H. R. H. the Duke of Cambridge and H. I. H. Prince Napo- 
leon, 'llie ^larshal was most civil, and made me sit between 
hiui and Lord Raglan, and, wliilst I was eating, asked me 
every sort of question as to what 1 had seen, <^c. <kc. ; and, as 
I was the only officer among them who had as yet seen the 
enemy, you may imagine that I was quite a lion for the time 
being. My announcement of poor Butler's death caused quite 
a sensation. Marshal iSt. Amaud kept on saying, ** Pauv)-^ 
jeune hamme ! Pauvre jeune hamme ! " and all seemed saddened 
by the intelligence. I got to bed about midnight, never more 
delighted to turn in*' in my life* 
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I liavo writtea you a long accoimt of my journey, but "with 
little desoription of the country tliroiigh which I passed. 
From Vama to Shumla, after leaving Pravadi, the road lies 
over very uninteresting ground, chiefly great domifl, with 

here and there patches of low shrubs, very monotonous. The 
approach to Sluimla is fine ; the town is situated in a deep 
valley, suirounded on three sides ])y lofty hills, covered with 
thick woods ; the coutraist of the numerous white minarets of 
the difi'erent mosques in the town against the dark background 
is very striking, and hajs a picturesque effect. On coming into 
Shumla you are disf^usted by the usual si^ilits and smells of an 
eaistern town — everything looking wretched and miserable, 
and being a century behind the rest of Europe. The few 
hours 1 was at Shumla made me wish never to visit it again. 
The road thence to Silistria begins by being much the same 
as it was from Pravadi, only more barren. About 30 miles 
on it improves and enters tiie forest, which continues, with 
occasional intervals of open ground, till within a few miles of 
Silistria. I know nothing more enjoyable than riding imder 
the shade of trees on a hot day through a magnificent forest. 
There appears to be a scarcity of water in these Bulgarian 
woods, and consequently but little i^amo of any sort. There 
are, however, numbers of doves, which seem very tame, as 
they sit cooing on thohranches of the trees, without disturbing 
themsei\ es in the least as you pass along. The forest between 
Siliiitria and Basardscliick differs from the other, inasmuch 
the trees are chiefly different kinds of birch, and occasionally 
large quantities of fir; whereas, iu the other, oak is the pre- 
vailing tree. 

On Friday the 90th I went early in the morning to see 
Captain BuUer, 55th Begiment (he is on the Quartermaster- 
General's staff attached to the 1st Division), brother to poor ' 
Butler who was lolled at Silistria. H. B. H. the Duke of 
' Cambridge had already very kindly told him the sad intelli- 
gence, so I was saved the painful duty of informing him of his 
loss. Poor fellow I he appeared to feel it most keenly, yet he 
was very calm, and asked me every detail respecting his 
brother's death and last wushes. 

On the 1st of this month, the 1st Divi^sion marclied from 
their camp near Vama (8 miles on the Devna road), and 
encamped close to the old ground of the Light Division at 
Alad;>'n. The Light Division has moved on to some high 
ground -iImivo Devna, not far fi'oin the cavalry camp. Yester- 
day the 2nd Division marched from Varna to yome ground 
13 miles from here, between Aladyn and Devna. 

Omer Pasha arrived last night in. his carriage and four, and 
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this momiBg has been attending a grand conferraoe of the 
allied generals at Marshal St Amaud's house. 

General Bosquet's division of the French army, near 12,000 
men, came in to-day ; tliey have marched all the way from 
Gailipoli, a distance of 250 miles. Marshal 8t. Arnaiid pro- 
mised Lord Kaglan two months ago that tliis division should 
arrive at Varaa on the 15th or IDth of Juno last. They are 
consequently three weeks out of their reckoning ; — you see 
the French Bometimes make mibUikes as well as ourselves. 



• Varaa, July 9th, 1854. 

The only event of interest since my la^ letter has been 
Omer Pasha's visit. On the 5th instant there wa» a grand 
review of the French army on the heights to the north of 
Varna fur Omer's inspection. Lord Raglan and his Staff were 
present, as well as the Dnke of Cambridge, Admirals l>undas 
and Lyons, and a large number of English officers, both 
military and naval. Tliere were nearly 27,000 men on parade, 
all infantry, except two batteries of artillery, and one regi- 
ment of four squadrons of the Chasseui-s d'Afrique. The 
whole had a fino effect as they marched j)ast ; on coming 
opposite the generals, the commanding olhcor of each battalion 
threw up his sword and called out ** Vive TAngleterre! Vive 
la Tniqnie ! Vive TEmpeFeur 1 '* "vdiich was responded to by 
the troops acGoiding to their hnmonr; some made a great 
noise and others said nothing ; poor Turkey came off second 
best, as you rarely heard any cheer from the soldiers for her. . 
Lord Eaglan rode a beautiful white Arab stallion that had 
been presented to him a short time ago by Omer Pasha. After 
the review there was a grand luncheon at Prince Napoleon's 
encampment. 

On the following day Omer Pasha inspected some of the 
English troops, but, as ho had already seen the Ijight Division 
and some of the light cavalry on his way from Shnmla to 
Varna, it was only thought necessary to show him the Ist 
Division at Aladyn, a regiment of heavy calvalry, and some of 
the artillery at Devna. Lord Kaglan and his Staff rode out 
to AladiTi, and arrived tliere at 8 o'clock, aud shortly after 
Marshal St. Arnaud and Omer Pasha came in their carriages. 
The Guards and Highlanders looked splendid, and marched 
past as only the Guards and Highlanders can. After some 
^ple imn^yies. the tioops, ta4ig the tii»« fiom the Dake 
of Cambridge, gave three cheers for the Marshal and three for 
Omer. They were both charmed with this, and Omer Pasha 
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(who, it seems, knows how to pay compliments) said to Lord 
llaglan, ** It is well known that the Emperor of Knssia is mad, 

but he cannot be mad enough to fight against troops like 
those ! " Marshal St. AmaTid and Omer Fasha afterwards 
went to breakfast with the Duke of Cambridge. Lord liaglan 
rode on to Dovna to visit Sir G. Browii before the arrival 
of (Jmer I'a.sha. Marshal St. Am and retnrned to Varna from 
Aladyn, and did not go on to Devna. Onier Pasha did not 
conie till past 3 o'clock in the afternoon. On tiie ground, 
in front of the villa^^e of Devna, were drawn up one field 
batteiy, two troops of horse artilleiy, and the 5th Dra2:oon 
Guards. The 5tU looked very handsome, and 1 did not lUink 
their appearance spoilt by the white covers over their helmets, 
although I believe they were most anxious to be allowed to 
take them off for tiie le^ew. They charged much to the 
admiration of Omer Pasha. The horse artillery went through 
a regular Woolwich field-day, and certainly moyed admirabfy. 
Omer Pasha was enchanted, and said to Lord Haglan, This 
is peace ! when the Emperor of Bussia sees this, he will, he 
must make peace.'' After it was all over, Omer Pasha pro- 
ceeded on his way back to ShunUa, and Lord Baglan and his 
Staff returned to V ama. 

On onr way to Devna this morning we met a Maltese who 
informed us that he had jnst been robbed by two Turks of 
1700 piastres, and he pointed out a thicket where }ie said one 

of them was hid. P and 1 rode to the spot and dragged out 

a scoundrel-looking fellow, and gave him over to some of Ijord 
Kaglau\s escort, who conducted him to the nearest picket of 
the Guards, and the following day he was sent in to Varna, 
and, I believe, is to be OMnfortably hanged. 

This morning (9th) we heard that Lord Oaidigan had 
returned from, ma reconnaifisance inithe.Dobrudscha without 
ever seeing the enemy this side the Danube ; he has made a 
long march, and from all accounts has most unnecessanly 
harassed the men. They have been only 17 days awaj from 
Devna, and yet I understand over 90 horses out of Bome 280 
have retnrned with sore backs ! Very bad management some- 
where.* They marched from Devna by Basardschick, Musa- 
hcg, to Karasu and I^assova, and then patrolled about the 
Dobrudscha, returning along the banks of the Danube to 

* Since the publication of the first edition of this work, the Earl of Cardigan 
hts denied the above staitement, asserting 'diat during the patrol in the Dobrudscba 

neither m*n nor horses were unnecessarily harassed ; but he does not attempt to 
contradict that 90 horses out of 280 " rettirneil with sore backs. This appears 
to the author to justify him in sayinfi; that there was *' very bad management 
somewhere " — an opinion also held by several cavalry officers present at the time« 
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Silistria, and from iheie bj Shnmlay YenibasaaTy and Fxavadi 
back to Devna. 

You asked me in your last bow tbe different Generals got 
on, and whether they were popular. These are rather difficult 
questions to answer without " committing " oneself. To begin 
with the head. Lord iiaglan, it is needless to say, is much 
liked by all, but, hy those brought often into contact with him, 
porfoctly beloved. I never met a man who had so completely 
the power of pleasing whomever ho chose. It is wonderful 
how hard ho works, and I believe his influence is great with 
Marshal St. Amaud and Omer rasha. 1I.R.H. the Buke of 
Cambridge is most deservedly po]>nlar for his gieat good 
nature, independently of his military qualities. fc>ir George 
Brown, although not so popular as some others, is Tespected 
more perhaps than any, as being a thorough soldier; his &alt 
may be that he oarries discipline a little too &r, bat any one 
must admit that it is an error on the right side. Lord De Bos, 
the Quartermaster-Qeneral, works like aslaTe ; he is certainly 
rather eccentric, both in his habits and dress, but these are 
forgotten in his many estimable and amiable qualities. General 
Estoourt, the Adjutant-General, is veiy much liked by all who 
know him ; he is one of the most gentlemanlike persons I ever ' 
met. I think him perhaps too lenient for an Adjutant-General, 
whose dnties require a stem and rather severe man, and this 
General Estoonrt certainly is not. Don't misunderstand me : 
I throw no blame on him, only I think his nature too kind and 
too forgiving for one who is to carry out the discipline of the 
army. Of the two Generals of cavalry, I fear I cannot say they 
are popular, although both are th(>nght by some to be good 
soldiciH ; but as I know so little in their favour, 1 had best 
leave them alone. Active service shall decide. Both have 
Tiolent and imperious tempers, so if they don't clash " 'tis 
passing strange." 

I have only spoken of those Generals with whom I have 
been thrown on duty ; the others may have higher claims than 
someof those I have mentioned. Time will prove. Mr.Filder, 
the Commissary-General, has been much blamed by the press 
in not performing what in several instances was promised. He 
has a very difficult duty to carry out ; the officers under him, 
although tiiey do their best, are for the most part }'oung and 
inexperienced, and the consequence is that Mr. Filder does, or 
ought to, look into everything: in fact, he is overworked. I 
fear the commissariat will be one great difficulty in the eve/U of 
a campaigii. 
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V«n»» JxHf 14«h, 1854. 
Eyeiybody ib very indignant at Laid Aberdecm's speech of 
the 19th of June, but none for a moment supposed the war to 
he at an end, and certainly some sort of reparation should be 
demanded from the Emperor of Russia for all the trouble and 
expense of the war up to this time. The Turks talk Tery big, 
and say that they won't let the Russians off without something 
being given them as an equivalent for tlio losses they have bad 
to sustain. Some officers have been sent up to Kustendij on 
the Black Sea, about 100 miles north of Yarna, to see if a 
good landing could be mad* there, and also if the Lake of 
Karasu, between the sea and ilie Danube, is navigable. I do 
not mean to say that it iw in the least intended that the army 
should go there ; but only m the event of any large body of 
our troops being ordered to move across the Danube into 
Wallachiay it would be one way of keeping them supplied with 
stores, &c., and adyantageous, as it would save so much land- 
carriage. There would always be great difficulty in marching 
any liurge force from here to Silistria into any part of the 
Dobrudscha on account of the want of water. The better route 
would be by Shumla and Rustchuk, and so on to Bucharest. 
HoweTcr, all tliis is speculation, and I do not belieye anything 
is settled by the allied Commanderspin-CfaiefL I suspect they 
are waiting instructions from home. 

On the lOth instant Lord Raglan received despatelies from 
Omer Pasha, giving au account of an affair between his troojts 
and the Russians. It appears that on tlio 7th instant a column 
of Bchriin Pasha's division made the pas.sage of the Danube at 
Eustchuk, and crossed over to Giurp^cvo, where they were met 
by a large force of Russians. Tlic main body of the Turks 
was led by Lieutenant Burke, li.E. (whom I had met at 
Silistria); he was shot dead at the head of his men, after 
having killed 5 of the enemy with his own hand« There was 
also Lieutenant Meynell, of the 75th regiment, on leaye ; he 
too led a portion of the Turkish troops» and was kiUed. Then 
Captain Arnold, of the 3rd Madras Light Infantry, who had 
cwalj arrived at Rustchuk the evening before, fell when leading 
on the Turks. All this is very imfortunate, but we have the 
satis£aetion of knowing that, owing chiefly to the example of 
these gallant officers, our allies the Turks were victorious, and 
held their gromid, wliilst the Russians had to retire. The 
yurks are said to have lost 500 killed and 800 wounded ; the 
Russians 1500 killed and wounded; probably 500 mure they 
carried off. 

The old saying, that misfortunes never come 8inp:ly, appears 
this day to hxve been verified, for in the eveiimg intelligence 

d2 
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was bronglit by a iVencb ship of war of the death of Captain. 
Hydo Parker of the Eoyal Navy, on the 8ih instant. He com- 
manded her Majefity's ship *' Firebiand," a 6-gun steam 
fiigate. He was killed at the Sulina month of the Danube : 
having landed with a party of seamen and marines to attack a 
small Russian military post, they got into an ambuscade ; 
Captain Parker was shot dead, and 5 or G seamen wounded. 
Anothi r ufuur vessels of war, near the mouth, saw the whulo 
aifair and sent assktance, and got the party off, but not without 
diffi<*ultv. 

Two Austrian officers arrived on the 11th instant at Yama, 
on a mission from General Hess and the Austrian government, 
to confer Avith the allied Generals. They had a long con-* 
ferenoe with Marshal St. Amand and Lord Baglan, but left, I 
understand, an impression on the minds of both the allied 
Oenerals nnfavoTirable to Austria, as they do not approve of 
the position the Anstrians propose taking in the ensuing war. 
Some of the French go so as to say that these office r s \Tero 
sent more to see in what sort of state the French and English 
armies were, and whether preparations for immediate moving 
were going on. 

The brevet of the 20th of June has caused many changes in 
the army here, to the disgust of some and the delight of others* 



Varna, July 19th, 1854. 

This moraing T.ord Kae:lan sent one of his aides-de-camp to 
Devna for Sir Geurf:;e Brown. It appears that orders have 
arrived from home that an expedition is to take place without 
loss of time against the Crimea ; the great point of attack to be 
Sevastopol. It has therefore been settled that certain officers 
shall be sent from each of the allied armies, to cruise along 
the ooast of the Crimea, to ascertain the best place for landing 
the invading anny. This afternoon Sir George Brown and 
one of his staff arrived in Yama, and tiiey embark to-morrow 
morning. 

On Sunday last (16th), the day on which the order from 
liome for the expedition was received, Lord Raglan also heard 
that another division of infantry is to be sent out under com* 
mand of Sir Geoi^e Cathcart ; it is to consist of six battalions 

of the line. There are also two more regiments of cavalry 
under orders, viz. the 4th T Jght Dragoons and 2nd Dragoons 
(Greys ), l iesides two batteries of artillery. 

This is hut a short letter, still the facts I have told you in it 
are of importance, as mnch may hang upon them* *' Coming 
events cast theii* shadows before.** 
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CHAPTEB UL 

l^aval reconnaissance — Health of army — Cholera — Expedition of the French to 
the Dobrudscha — Horace Vemet — Fatima Hanoum — *' Fury *' recou- 
noitting — AdoiinU Dandw — Fkeparatiolls — Cholera — French losses — > 
General Canrobert — Dreadfiil mortality — lUneas of heads of departments, 

&c. — Cholom in allied fleets — Council of War— Fire at Varna— Aiiatriiui 

Commissioners — ' Times ' — Continued cholera — Mr. Calvert, chief iuter- 
prptt^r — Baldjick Bay — Accident to Zouaves — Distress of Canrobert — JSir 
George Cethcart — ^ General Airey, &c. ■ — Fmbai lcation of horses, &c. — French 
hospitab — Left ^'arna — Plan of transports — Off Eupatoria — Conference of 
allied Generals — French Navy — Reconnaissance of coast — Katrha river — * 
AUied fleet off Oape Tatkan, kc. — « Old Fort " — Summons of Knpatoria. 

Varna, July 24tfa, 1854. 

I HAD hoped by this time to bave given you aome certaiiL in- 

forniatioTi as to the future movements of the army, hut at pre- 
sent nothing final baa been decided upon, nor will be until the 
return of the naval reconnaissance. Sir G. Brown started on 
the 20th instant from here, accompanied by etaft' officers from 
the dift'erent d apartments of tho anny. The Fi-cmch sent 
General Canrobert, and also some officers <»f their " Etat 
Major." I understand that there are several officers nt 1 1 igh rank, 
French and English, and of both services, who strongly ohject 
to the proposed invasion of the Crimea, as being far too late 
in the year for so large an undertaking, i believe those most 
strongly against it are Marshal St. Arnaud, Admiral Dundas, 
and £oid Be Bos. On the other hand, there are many strong 
advocates for its being done, on tbe score that it would be im- 
possible for the army to remain where it is for the winter, on 
acconnt of Bulgaria being so unhealthy, and it is said that tiie 
ciimate of the Crimea is partiotOarly good. They say that at 
any rate a landing might be made, and Sevastopol itself not 
besieged till next spring. I do not think that would do, for 
the Russians would make it during the winter just as strong 
by land as it is at the present time by sea. It has lately been 
discovered that the soil in the neighbourhood of Sevastopol is 
of a very rocky nature, and mixed with sand, consequently 
it will only bo with great l;tl»our that entrenchments of any 
strength can be opened, and therefore tlie siege would in all 
probability be much protracted beyond the usual time neces- 
sary fur the reduction of a fortified place. Two siege trains 
have arrived, consisting of 60 heavy pieces of ordnance, and 
20 H-inch mortafs, and a third is expected shortly. The 44tb 
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regiment is employed makin^; gabions and fascines, and I 
understand the whole of the brigade of Guards are to begin 
making them to-morrow. The health of the army is not so 
good as it Avas ; there arc many caseR of cholera. The French 
have had it very hadly. I was told yesterday ])y one of Marshal 
St. Amaud's aides-de-camp n)Tic do (Tiammont) that they had 
lost, in one of their battalions of tlie oth Infantry of the Line, 
over 200 men. This was at Gallipoli. They have many men 
in hospital with it here. 

On Thursday last 1 went to call on General Yusuf : Ave had 
a long talk of old times in Algeria. He left two days later 
wifli his 3000 Bashi'Bazouks for the Dobrudsoha* T^hia is to 
be a sort of trial trip for them. I do not think General Ynanf 
waa over sanguine as to the result : he said he did not think 
he would ever make them^eren as good as the Spahis ; and 
thei/ are useless except against Arabs. 

The French have marched two of their divisions (General 
Oanrobert's and General Forey's) towards the Dobnidscha; 
and this morning two battalions of Zonaves embarked from 
Varpa for Kustendij, on the Black Sea, and about 60 miles 
further north. These are to disembark, and make a junction 
with the troops going by land, a few miles from the sea, at a 
small place, the name of which 1 forjrrt. They are then to 
advance on Karasn, where it is rc]u ited there is a small 
Kussian force. The ostensible reason for this movement of 
the French is to make a diversion and mislead the Russians, 
and try and make them believe that we are not going to the 
Crimea. However, it matters little, jis of course the news- 
papers will do all in their power to infoiin the enemy of any 
movement likely to take place. Oh, the blessings of a free 
press I Another reason given for Marshal St Amaud's sendinff 
these troops is, that he wants it to be said that the French 
army was the first to be in the field and the first to meet the 
enemy. I think this all humbug, especially as we conld move 
tl io vhole of our force now with greater ease than the French. 
I believe his real reason is, that he thinks it likely to stay the 
prevalence of cholera. The Marslud wanted Lord Baglan to 
do the same, but he very wisely declined to march any troops 
into the Dobrudscha, which is notoriously the most unhealthy 
portion of the Dannbian provinces. -All our di^nsions have 
had orders sent tliem to change their camping-ground in con- 
sequence of the cholera. 

I saw Horace Vemet the other day. As I bad met him 
when I was in Algeria, we had some conversation together. 
He lias l)een sent out by the French Government to paint 
iiistorical pictures of the war, Hathor premature I think. lie 
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is somewhat alarmed at the cholera, having felt two slight 

attacks already. I d(>nht liis Btas^inf^ here much longer, but 
he has now gone with General Yusuf and his Ba.shis. He 
showed me a capital drawing of the famous foniale Bashi- 
Bazonk, Fatimn Hanonm, You never saw anything half so 
repulsive as this horrid old liag. 1 had the pleasure of seeing 
her the other day, surrounded by some fifty followers : it is 
said she has gieat influence over these gentry, as they think 
this dirt}^ old piece of goods a prophetess. There is no ac- 
counting for taste, or for the wondexfiil &acies people take. 



Varna, July 29th, 1854. 

Yesterda^r moming Sir G. Brown and General Caorobert 
returned from their cruise off the coast of the Crimea. They 
haye discovered a good place at the mouth of the small 
river Katcha, about 7^ miles north of Sevastopol, where 
they think a landing is perfectly practicable. After having 
examined the coast, they went to have a view ut" Sevastopol 
it»elf. They were in ie *' I'ury " steam-frigate ; they went 
very near the fortifications, and, as might have been expected, 
Ts er e iniiiiediately fired at. The first 8hot went through the 
8hip« side, close to the water's edge! It was immediately 
plugged up and no further damage done. A good shot, and 
speaks well for the Russian artillery. The enemy fitred again 
several times, but did not do any mischief. No one on boeurd 
vaa hurt* They had a magn^ent view of the town; the 
fortifications were crowded wilh people looking at Ihem. 

There will be considerable delay be^re the expedition can 
start, as an inunense number of flat-bottomed boats have to 
be procured for the landing of the troops, and more especially 
for the ^T^^i^g of the artillery and horses of that service and 
the cavalry. It is said, and I believe wiih perfect truth, that 
a short time ago Admiral Dundas was offered a number of 
boats suitable for the purpose, for a certain sum of money ; he 
thought it too high a price, and refused to buy them. The 
next day the French bought them, tuid now we are giviufz; any 
price for the same thing. Every one blames Admiral JJundas ; 
it is so absurd haggling about a few hundred pounds, when 
every day's delay costs tlio country thousands. Admiral 
Dundas is said to be unpopulai in the fleet ; he is thought 
slow, and to have something of the old woman about him 1 
Sir Edmund Lyons, on the other hand, is liked by almost 
every one, besides which he is a very sharp shrewd quick 
man, fall of energy, and a firstpzate sailor, wmch they say the 
other is not 
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Lord De Ros, the Quartermaster-General, and General Cator, 
comman ling the artillery, have both been very ill with fever, 
and it is doubtful wheiiLeT they will be able to so on. Of 

course they are most anxious to remain here, bat we medical 

men say they must both return to Enj^land. 

The Fiencli have lately recei%^ed six old friprafos from 
Toulon, each with a crew of some 50 sailors. They have 
been sent aa transports for their infantry, and will easily 
contain from 800 to 1000 troops, besides large quantities of 
stores. 



Vsma, August dtfa, 1854. 

The preparations for the grand en>edition are going on. 
rapidly, and it is said everything will be ready by the 15ih, 
instant. The Turkish fleet cast anchor yesterday in the bay» 
It consists of one immense three-decker, the Mahmoudie,*' 
of 136 guns, and over 4000 tons ; said to be the largest ship in 
the world ; no doubt the clumsiest. Then there are six liners 
of from 70 to 100 gnns each, two large steam-frigates, and five 
brigs of war. Admiral Siade is second in command, and carries 
his Hag on one of the largest two-deckers. There is now a 
proposal that the Turkish fleet, with 10,000 of their troops on 
board, bhould make a deinunst ration at Kafifa (Theodosia) on 
the day previous to the landing of the allied forces in the 
Crimea, to take off the attention of tlio liussian troops in the 
neighbourhood of Sevastopol from ilio noilh side, where it is 

S reposed for us to land. Sir Edmund Lyons and Sir George 
Irown have been down at Constantinople for tlie last ten days, 
making the necessary anaiu^ments for the transport of tiie 
army across the Black Sea* lliey have bought five steam-tags* 
and a great number of large lighter-boats for the landing of 
artillery and horses, 

The 4th Light Dragoons arriTod here on the 2nd instanti 
in one of our magnificent transport-steamers, having come 
from Plymoutii to Varna in 13i days — rather an improve- 
ment on the sailing-vessels, some of which took GO days to 
reach tho Bosphorns. They lost G horses on the voyage, 
but the remainder seem in good condition. The 2nd Dra* 
goons (Greys) are in the Bosphorus, and also the Ist bat- 
talion Rifle Brigade. They are to remain there till we staii 
for the (Jrimea, as at present very little cholera has shown 
itself on the Bosphorus. The cholera, I am glad to say, is 
a little on the decrease in the English army, but there is 
very much of it in tiiu i icnck. Ihu i'uilowing table wilj 
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show joa the numbeT of deaths for ten days at the EngUeth 
hospitals at Yama ' 

Dcatlia. 



July 24th 25 

„ 25th 6 

26th «• 4 

„ 27th 8 

w 2dUi 7 

^ 29tili «. 9 

„ 30 th 15 

„ 31st 23 

August 1st 16 

„ 2kid 25 



Total *• 188 

The French, during the last month, viz. from the 14th July 
to the 5th August iuchisiye, admitted into their hospitals at 
Yama alon$ 1287 cases of cholera. Of these, 705 died, and 
663 remained xmder treatment on the 6th August: 100 of 
whom were conTalesoent, and 19 discharged for duty. On 
the 7th August 257 men more were admitted into hospital, 
and they lost 112, which left (393 under treatment The 
above I had from our principal medical officer in Varna. 
Yesterday (8th August) they broke up their cholera hospital, 
and had the patients dispersed into the different hospital 
camps which have been formed in the immediate neighbour- 
hood of the town. Tlioy have four large ones for cholera 
oidy. hi oiie camp, about two miles from the toivTi, there are ^ 
700 men laid up with cholera. But all this is nothing as 
compared with their losses in the Dobrudscha. It is said that 
General Canrobcrt's division has lost no less than 1700 men 
since the 24th of last month ! and that they have near 3000 
sick, 600 aiabas loll of sick were brought hack on the 
return of their unfortunate expedition. General Forej's 
division has lost between 400 snd 500 men dead» and has 
brought back 2500 sick ! I am told that, on the second even- 
ing after the expedition had got into the Dobrudscha, they 
aniTod at the lake of Karam; and here the troops were 
encamped during the night, and died like rotten sheep, and 
literally fell upon one another! The next morning, when • 
General Canrobert saw what had happened, that is, that there 
were between 200 and 300 men dead and dyina;, he ordered 
the retreat back to Varna, first having the dead buried in the 
lake. It is currently reported and veiy generally believed by 
the French soldiers, that many of their comrades were buried 
before they were actually dead! although doubtless they 
would have died in the course of a few hours. Still, what a 
horrible idea, that the sick and dying should be hurried into 
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eternity in so awful a manner ! TLe two battalions of Zon- 
a VPS retunied by sea, in the same manner as tliey went, 
eiiil) irking at Kustendij, but diHembaiking near Baldjick 
instead of Varna, on accrmnt-of the dreadful way in wliich the 
cholera is raging among them. In their short voyage back, 
only 14 hours, they threw overboard near 300 corpses. So 
great was their state of panic and confusion, that the bodies 
were neither shotted, nor sewn up in canvas or hammocks, as 
is usual. There' is 'oouseqiieiiliy report afloat, that all 
along the coast, from 10 to 'SO miles from here, the shoxe is 
strewed with the . corpses of these, unfortimate French soldiers. 
All these horrid detoils were given me. by an officer of rank 
in the Etat Major/ and, high as the numbers may seem, I fear 
there is no exaggeration in them. Altogether this expedition 
has cost the French, and put hors^e-combat, from 8000 to 
10,000 men! When Marshal St. Amaud heard of the dread- 
ful losses his army had sustained, it is said he went to Lord 
Kaglan and tried to get him to put off, for this year, the expe- 
dition against the Crimea, but his Lordship answered, that 
was not a suthcient reason, much as he deplored the shocking 
mortality among the French. 

The Bashis, I understand, are returning, having quite dis- 
gusted General Yusuf, who says he will have nothing more 
to do with them. It appears they fell in with some Cossacks, 
and, after great demonstrations of preparing to charge and 
attack, ran away, leaving one of their officers (a Frenchman) 
to be killed by liie Coseadm. Yet General Beatson is going 
to make them a most useful body of troops.'* I hope he 
may. 

General Estoonrt, the Adjutant-General, has been yexy 
unwell for the last few days ; so you may imagine the quan- 
tity of work Lord Kaglan has to get through, with the heads 
of the three principal departments of the army ill, viz. the 
Quartermaster-General, the Adjutant-General, and the Geno;-- 
ral commanding ihe artillery. Yet, for all that, he works 
away, and never seems to tiro, or at any rate never relaxes in 
the least. I cannot think how he can do it, for the heat is at 
times dreadful — it is much hotter and far more oppressive in 
the town than outside Yama. In my bit of a room, which, 
from having a high wall a few inches distance in front of the 
only TN^ndow, is suppusi d to be a very cool place, the thermo- 
nieter generally stands at 61^. In any other climate but this 
it would feel like a cellar or vault, and it is so dark that it 
would in that respect answer admirably. 
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Varna, August 14th, 1854, 

Ton will be sorry to hear that the cholera has broken out 
in the allied fleets. In the French it is especially bad, eansed, 
as it is stated, hy their er<t\vding tlicir men afloat, and by the 
great inferiority of their rations to ours. Tlie number of 
deaths from cliolera and other causes in the Kn<^lish army, 
since landing in Bulgaria, in 434 up tn tliis date, but this doea 
not include the deaths at Scuta! i m l < Jallipoli. 

Lord Kaglaii went up to Daldjick lia} on Thursday last, on 
a visit to Admiral Dundas, and stayed on boai'd his flag-ship, 
the "Britannia," 120 guns, till the following day. On the 
fi^ening of Thnnday, Sir Edmund Lyans and Sir George 
Brown, in tlie AgwDnemnon," joined the fleet, fiom Oonstan- 
imople, and then there was a grand Gonnoil of War on board 
ibe Britannia'* immediately after their arrival. It appeara 
that the powers that be'* are divided in their opiniona as 
regards the practicability of invading the Crimea, on acoonnt 
of the sickness in the French army and navy. However, 
these objections have been oTomiled, and it is now thought 
that we shall embark on the 25th instant. Tlie following are 
said to be the opinions of the Chiefs : — Lord Kaglan, Sir 
George Bro\vn, Sir Edmund Lyons, and Admiral Bniat fo7' 
the expedition; Marshal iSt. Arnaud, Admirals Dundas and 
Hamelin against it. About three weeks ago, when it was first 
decided that an expedition should sail for the Crimea, the 
French declared they would certainly be ready by tho 8th of 
ikui month. Lord Kaglan said he thought the 14th (to-day) 
the earliubt period at whieli ho could be prepared. A few 
days ago the Marshal sent to say that he must have ten days 
longer, and that their arrangements oonld not he completed 
till the 20th instant. Teeterday it was officially reported to 
Lord Eaglan that eyeiy thing waa ready for the emharkation of 
the Engtish troops. 

On Thursdav night a most destructiTe fire broke out in 
Yama, which destroyed in a few honrs a third of the town, 
extending over nearly nine acres of groimd. It began in 
a French spirit-shop, and, as the whdle of the lower part 
of the town is built of wood, it was impossible to put it 
out. Marshal St. Arnaud was present, and di8pla5^cd great 
coolness and judgment in the manner in which he directed 
the troops employed. For some time it was thought that 
we must have all been blown up, as tho gieat powder maga- 
zine was surrounded by burning houses. The sailors sent 
on shore from the English men-of-war in Varna Bay worked 
in a manner that excited the admiration of every one ; 
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and on fhd following morning, when Lord Baglan letnined 
from the fleet. Marshal St. Amaud expressed to nim his sense 
of the gallant way in which they had co-operated with the 
troops. Although there is no more absolute danger appre* 
bended from the fire« it is thought advisable to pull down all 
the houses in the immediate neighbourhood of the powder 
magazines, much to the indignation of iho Turks, who nay 
that ** we have done no fighting for them, but have burnt half 
their tow^i, and now are going to pull dowu the other half." 
Our commissariat sustained a considerable loss in the fire ; 
Mr. Filder, the CommiBsary-General, says to the amount of 
20,000/, It chiefly con^ibte in rations of biscuits, of wliich 
450,000 have been dchtroyed ; also a large quantity of regi- 
mental uniforms ; nevertheless nothing of any great import- 
ance, and fortunately nothing to stop the expedition. The 
French loss is greater than onrs, but, as it is principally pro- 
visions, it is not of much consequence. 

The two Austrian commissioners (Colonel Kalik and Lient.* 
Colonel Lowenthal), aides-de-camp to General Hess, have 
been here again, lliey had a long conference with Marshal 
8t. Amaud and Lord Eaglan, to try and induce them to move 
up the allied armies to the Danube. They answered, that the 
French and English had waited so long for the Austrians' 
decision, that the Allies had now settled to attack the Russians 
on a totally different base of operations from that proposed by 
the commissioners. They, having got properly snubbed, 
return ( d from whence they came. 

The newspapers, especially the * Times,' continue to give us 
some wondeiiul information. A month ago, according to that 
publication, the English and French had a force of 25,000 
men at Rustchnk, and by the last post I tsco we are all ir^one to 
Kustendij, and also that Prince Kapoleon is stag ing with 
Omer Pasha, and other such Utde bits of news, which, 
although not quite correct, still are very amusing. 



Varna, August 24th, 1854» 

The number of deaths £rom cholera in the English army in 
Bulgaria, up to this date, amounts to 606, but 1 am glad to 

say tliat it is rapidly diminishing ; there are, comparatively 
speaking, but few fresh cases of cholera, idthough the hospitals 
are still full of men who have been suffering from it, and many 
of whom it is to be feared will die of debility. If you once 
get thoroughly weak, it seems imp'xsKilde in this climate to 
regain strength. Since I last wrotOi bume of the cavahy 
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regiments have been suffering very considerably, and in fhe« 
5tli. Dragoon Guards 4 officeis have died of it. It is rather 
strange that» although camped with other regiments infected 
with the disease, the 8th Hussars ha^e not as yet had a fatal 
case, although they have lost 8 men from feyer and other 
causes. We have also heard that it has broken out among 
our troops in the Bosphorus. The 1st battalion "Riflo Brigade 
had 150 men taken ill out of four companioR, arifl in 24 hours 
8 were dead. The French navy still sufifer murh; it is said 
that the flag-ship, the " Ville de Paris," has lost 140 men, 
and the " Montebello" 230 men ! The health of their army- 
is nevertheless improving. In our navy the cholera Las 
almost diisappearod. In the "Britannia," Adinhal Jiuudas's 
flag-ship, diey have lost 120 men. There have been also 
some cases in tiie dilferent transports lying in Yama, but 
fewer thsn one would suppose* You will think, fix>m the 
details I give you of the cholera, that I am going to turn 
Medico the truth is, that one can think of little else ; you 
hear the word ** cholera" five hundred times a-day. 

On the 1 7th instant Lord Eaglan received a despatch from 
Colonel Simmons, the English commiBsioner attached to the 
head-quarters of the Turkish army, informing him of the 
arrival of the Turkish troops under Omer Pasha at Bucharest, 
and of the rejoicings of the inhabitants thereon, lie also 
Haid, that from deserters and prisoners it ax)pear8 that the 
liussians are in full retreat for the Pruth, and that the pre- 
vailing impression was, that the allied armies had marched 
from Varna to the Danube, 

Omer I'attlia supposes that the liussians, during theii" 
retreat from Silistria, must have lost upwards of 16,000 men 
firom jnokness* This is perhaps an exaggeration. MoreoTer, 
he has ao bad an opinion of the Baafd-BaKOuks, that he 
would not allow them to cross the Danube, as they would 
only bring disgrace on his Bxmy by the robberies and atro- 
citios tin y were certain to commit. 

Within the last few days a Mr. Calvert has joined the 
Head-quarter Staff; a great acquisition — he is a Tory agree* 
able, shrewd, and intelligent man. He has been for some years 
a vice-consul at one of the ports in the Crimea, and, from liis 
perfect IvTiowledge of the liiissian and Tartar languages, will, 
I have no doubt, be of the greatest possible use to the heads 
of the dilferent departments of the army. 

The embarkation of the troops will take place in a few 
days ; in the mean time, the gunij and stores for the army 
are being put on board ship. We have already embarked 
four batteries of artillery, also an immense quantity of gabions 
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and faficiues (we are to take 6000 of the former and 9000 of 
the latter I understand) ; then 90,000 sand-bags have been 
shipped, and abuoBt all the engineer stores, tools, &o. All 
the transports are to take with them six weeks' provisions 
for the men and horses told ^if to them. In fact, the aiTange- 
ments are on the most liberal scale, and ought to ensure 
success. Since the general crdur has come out, allowing 
othcers and men to weai* moustache and heaida, everj'body 
has begun to grow them, and consequently the army looks 
veiy savage and dirty, with hair all over their faces of ten 
days* growth. It is said that we really- leave this on the 30th 
instant; but I believe it depends entixeljon the health, of 
the French fleet. 



Baldjick Bay, September 6th, 1854, 

You will see from my date that at last we are really off; 

bnt I will go back a few days, and tell you our doings up to 
the present time from the 24th ult. On the evening of the 
25th Sir J. Burgoyne arrived quite unexpectedly, lie is to 
be attached to the army without any actual appointment, as, 
from being senior to Sir George Brown (who is second in 
command), he would be cutting him out. He has come chiefly 
to give his connsel on the best mode of attacking Sevastopol, 
and is not in any way to interfere witli General Tylden, who 
commands the Eoyal Engineers, but merely to give his valuable 
advice and opinion on engineering mattera. On the 29th the 
whole of the let Division and 2nd battalion lUfie Brigade 
embarked on board seven steamers. There was no end to the 
work going on in the Imj^eznbarking cavaliy, in&ntrj, artil- 
lexy, stores, and indeed eveiy sort of thing that fonns in any 
vay a part or necessary of an invading force. 

A despatch came to Head-quarters from Captain Drnmmond^ 
H. M. 8. Ketribution," who had been for some days off Odessa, 
that he had received infoimation that 40,000 men had left 
the nei'jrhbouihood of that place about a fortnight ago for the 
Crimea, and tJiat it was stated that the Kussian armv in the 
Crimea had been augmented to the number of 140,000 men! 
All the " chiefs " laugh at this ; the number is too great to be 
true ; and therefore probably the whole is false. 

On the 1st of this month a sad accident happened, the only 
one, I believe, during the embarkation of both armies. A 
large flat-hottomed boat, with 38 soldiers of the ZouaTcs on it, 
was ron into by a Turkish steam-tug in the French service, 
commanded by a midahipnxan. The flat was completely out 
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in two, and 27 poor fellows were drowned. All the Zouayes 
had their kna2)sac'k8 on, and omsequently sank like stones. In 
our army the infantry always embark and disembark (except 
when the Teesel k aLongside a quay) oarrying their knapsacks. 
I remember some montas ago reading an account in one of the 
London journals of the disembarkation of the French and 
English troops at Gallipoli, and " Oiir Special Correspondent," 
a.s iLsual, abusing the aiTangements mad<3 by the British, spoke 
of the slovenly iiianner in which our f>uhliers landed with 
their huipsacks m Jumd, i wonder if he saw the catasti'ophe 
just related? 

Commandant Vico introduced mo the same day to General 
Vaillant, who commands the reserve division of the French 
anny that remwna at Yama. He is a fine old man, with the 
most courtly manneis. He told me he had heen a sergeant in 
the French amy in 1813, when he had the honour to fight 
against the English in Spain ; and he hoped hefore he died to 
fight by their side. It was said with such perfeot grace, and 
with a bow that would lum don& credit to any court in 
£uzope. 

I saw GesEeral Canrobert that evening in the most miserable 

state, wringing his hands, and saying, ''Ma paitcre dimion! 
via paiivre divimm!^^ alluding to the unfortunate fate of his 
Zouaves in the moniin^j;. Certainly they have had most fright- 
ful losses in various ways, these poor Zouaves. 

On the following day (2nd) Sir Georgo Cathcart, command- 
ing the 4th J >i vision, arrived, and his two brigadiers, Generals 
Torrens and Goldie. General Airev, from the commaud of a 
brigade of the Light Division, has boon appointed Quarter- 
master-GtoeraJ, vice Lord De Bos, who is oDliged to return 
home from ill health. This is a very good appointment, as 
(General Airey's noted energy, and at the same time thorough, 
knowledge of official duty, peculiarly adapt him for the posi- 
tion of Quartermaster-Ckoieral. General dodrington, late from 
the Guards, takes command of the vacant brigade of the Light 
Division ; he is also, I understand, a man most highly thought 
of by Lord Baglan. General Cator is another loss to the 
army — a victim to this horrid climate. Ho is succeeded in 
command of the TJoyal Artillery by Colonel Strans^ways, a 
veteran who served at the battles of Leipsic and \V aterloo, 
who is very popular in the service, and in whom every one 
has confidence. 

Sunday last 80 staff horses were embarked on board the 
" Ganges." The sea was very rough, and it took us some 
time getting alongside, and then no little difficulty in putting 
the slings on to already fiightened horses. I n&wer saw any- 
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thing like the plnok of the blue-jaokets : ihey hauled about 
the horses m a manner that no groom or bdtman dare do» 
One horse would not allow the slings to be put under him, 
and kept on lashing out with ono hind-leg in a most fiirions 
manner (it was too rough for him to kick with both, as he 
would have fallen). This beast was delaying the embarkation 
of the other horses, so one sailor called out to his messmate, 
*' Jack, next time ho kicks, lay hold of his leg," which Jack 
very coolly did, iiud, to our utter astonishment, the horse 
stood perfectly still, and oxdy snorted : in another second he 
was swinging in the air, half-way up the ship's side. The 
horse, I suppose, was so sarprised at this uncommon freedom 
on the part of " Jack," that he fancied be had found his 
match, and surrendered accordingly. When these horses 
were all embarked, and the remainder of the stores for the 
•* Ganges " stowed away, you may say that the expedition waa 
ready, for the Head-quarter Staff were tlie last to go on board. 
We take nearly 25,000 men of all arms, and the French, after 
all their talk, can only transport, in the first instance, some- 
thino: under 24,000 men. Then there is also to be a division 
of 6000 I'nrks attached to the French, but carried by the 
Turkish licet. 

The French (I waa told by one of their officers high on the 
staff) have lost nearly 7000 men dead of cholera and fever, 
and have at this moment from 12,000 to 15,000 men in their 
various hospitals. This number of sick men require upwards 
of 4000 effeotiTe men as extra hospital orderlies, camp guards, 
and cooks, iso, &o,j so that their army is probably 26,000 men 
less than on its leaving France. The ISngjish have lost tmder 
700 men altogeiher, sund we have at the present time in our 
various hospitals IdOO men under medical treatment ; but I 
am gjad to say many of these are but slight cases. For in<* 
stance, a week ago, we had 2400 men in hospital, and since 
that period 500 have returned to their duty. 

On the evening of the 4tli instant we went on board ship, 
and early the following morning left Varna V^^y mid steamed 
up to Bald jick. Lord Raglan and his personal Staff, on board 
the " Caradoc," lay close to the Hag-ship *' Britannia." 

Marshal St. Arnaud and the greater part of the French 
fleet went to sea at daylio'ht on the 5th instant, and also the 
Tiii kish, as the Marshid, though a wretched sailor, was most 
anxious for a move. We have been waiting in Baldjick Bay 
until the whole of the allied flotilla is assembled, wbich it 
now nearly is. It waa a fine sight watching the different 
great steamers and transports getting into their places. This 
occupied our attention we whole day, which was fortonately 
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inagnifioent. The old Admiral appeals to amine liinwelf by 
ngnalliog every ship in his giving Oem Olden. &0.. and 
then a minute after cancelling them. 

The English tnmsports have been told off into six lines, 
■viz.: — 

1st line, to cany the Light Division. 
2nd ,f Y'wii „ 



4th „ 

5th „ 
6Ui 



, Second „ 
, Third „ 
Fourh 

Cavalry, &c 



With each division are two batteries of artillery ; besides 
these, there are numbers of vessels with commissariat and 
medical stores, &o. &c. The course proposed to be taken by 
the allied fleets is, tliat wo should hug the land until off the 

Siilina mouth of the Danube, and then stand across to Cape 
Karamuan or Cape Tarkan. and coast along tlie shores of 
the Crimea to the appointed place of landing the expedition. 
The object in going so much out of tlie direct coui*s<3 is that 
the whole way wo are in guod anohorao-o-i^round, whereas, if 
we went in a direct lino, wo iiiiuuid be in too deep water to 
anchor with any safety. 



At Sea, 5 miles off Eupatoria, Sept. 13th, 1854. 
Thna far cm our way everything has gone on jirosperously. 
But 1 will give you some extracts from my journal, as that ' 
vnll best inform you of our doings since the 6th inslant On 
{he morning of tiie 7th, at 5 o'clock, the stesmers began to 
tow the different transports told off to them, and then to get 
into their pkces. It was a most delightful day ; a nice cool 
breeze from the south-east (exactly what was most fiivomy 
able), and a fine bright sun. The sea calm and so very blue. 
Soon after 9 A.ic. the Admiral signalled for the ships of 
war to get under way ; such a magnificent sight I liJk[.S. 
"Queen" was first, then the " EodTicy," in making Bail; 
none, however, were more than a lew minutes behind the two 
first. At 10 o'clock the wholo aiinada was in motion, such a 
sight m the world never btdure beheld ! AVe were off Capo 
Kalagria, the 1 is! point of Turkish coast we shall see, at one 
P.M., going 4i knots per iiour. Our speed was then increased, 
as the wind got up, and we went upwaid^i of 6i to 7 kiiuta 
the hour. 

September Sth, — During last night the wind changed and 
blew right in our teeth, and, in oonsequence, the eea became 
rough. This morning, about 6 o'clock, we came in sight of 
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the French and Turkish fleots, sailiiig in two parallel lines. 

Ab we ueared them, a signal was disooYered flying from the 

•* Ville do Paris " (French flag-ship), proposing a conference 
of the Allied Commanders-in-Chief on board that ship. There 
was a difficulty in agreeing to this proposal, as, from the sea 
being rough, there was danger in Lord KaglaiT, with his uno 
arm, ascending the ship-side, and Marshal bt. Arnaud was 
too unwell to leave the " Ville de Paris." Colonel Steele 
(Military Secretary) was therefore sent by Lord Eaglan to 
accompany Admiral Dundas. On their arriving on board, 
th^ found the Marshal apparently in a very feeble and 
Bimering state, augmented by sea-siokness. AdnuialsHamelin 
and Broat were present. A paper was laid before the con^- 
ference, pointing out that the present expedition was too 
hazardous to be undertaken at so late a period of the year; 
thatihe proposed place of disembarkation, viz. the mouth of 
the river Katcha, was probably known to the enemy, and 
they would consequently be prepared to make a formidable 
resistance to a landing at that place. This communication 
from the Frent'li was then carried on board the " Caradoc," 
and laid before Lord Eaglan for his opinion, and a conference 
of some hours' duratioTi ensued, the French connnanders pro- 
posing that the ex])edition should sail for Theodosia (for which 
there is a fair wind), effect a landing at that place, and, if 
Buccessful, march on Sevastopol, a distance of 70 miles ; but, 
should that bo found iinpracticablo, then to take possession of 
• the peninsula formed by Kertch, Arabat, and Theodosia, and 
there establish winter-quarters. These extraordinary pro- 
posals Lord Baglan would not hear of, declaring tiiat it was 
out of the question, at so late a period, to ohansethe plans 
which had been agreed to at Yama, previous to the sailing of 
the expedition, and insisting upon the old arrangements being 
for the most part carried out. After some further delibera- 
tion it was decided that a fresh reconnaissance should be made 
from Cape Chersonnese to Eupatoria, finally to fix on the best 
place for disembarking the annics. Accordingly it was 
arranged that the following day the *' Carndon," willi somo of 
the principal English and French naval and nnlirary officers, 
shoidd start off, accompanied by the "Agamemnon," 90 guns, 
Sir E. Lyons's Hag-ship, and the Sampson," one of our largest 
paddle-wheel steam frigates; and lastly, the rrimaiiguet,'* 
French steam sloop. It was a magnificent sight seeing the 
French and Turkish fleets under full press of sail ; the former 
oonsiating of 14 sail of the line, 4 frigates, and. 3 steam 
frigates ; the latter, of 6 sail of the line^ 2 frigates, and 2 steam 
frigates. By midday we were 140 miles from Baldjick Bay« 
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Hie expedition sailed much slower to-day in consequence of 
the wind being against ns, and also as the sea is rather rough 
for towing at any pace without risk of snapping the painters 
or tow-lines. 

September 9M. — Soon after daybreak the *' Agamemnon/' 
** Sampson," and " rrimaiiguet," joined the '* Caradoc." 
These vessels ptnrtrfl n^vny from the fleets and steered straight 
for Oa])e Chersonese, just south of Sevastopol, The expedition 
still kept on its course for the rendezvous oft' Cape Tarkan. 
Tlio French and Turkish fleets are to beat np there as soon 
and as best they can. During the day there was another long 
discussion on board the *' Caradoc," "without anything being 
settled* The tmlh is, that the French army and navy don*t 
hit it off; Ihe £>nner are said to he Imperialists,** and the 
latter L^timists," consequently there is a constant jealousy 
going on between the two. The army complains that the 
navy Ihrows impediments in their way, and the navy says the 
azmy asks impossibilities* The upshot of all this is, that it is 
very difficult for our commander to get anything definitively 
arranged: but, fortunately, Lord liaglan and Sir Edmund 
Lyons both beinpi; good diplomatists, they manage somehow to 
smooth mattera down, and keep things in their right places. 
It was a fine day, and all four ships poweiful steamers : ^ve 
went along at a spanking pace, soon ran ont of the lough 
water, and shortly before midnight came in sight of the I^iglit- 
houso on Cape Chersonese. We then lay-to in almost still 
water till the following morning. 

September 1 0th. — Soon after 4 a.m. steam was up, and we started 
for Sevastopol, going 13 knots. At a quarter to 5 ▲.H. we first 
caught sight of the town, or rather the finrtifications, which 
looked like a small white spot on the horizon : it was not yet day 
and we were 5 miles off ; 20 minutes later we were within 2i 
miles ; and, aa day broke, the town with its beautiful harbour ap* 
neared before us, each moment getting more distinct, and every 
house and window lighting up with the morning sun. It re- 
minded one of a scene at a diorama, as it got clearer and clearer. 
Sir Edmimd did not think it prudent to go any nearer, as, if 
they fired nnd hit the ** Caradoc," as they did the " Fury," we 
might possibly go down ; for the " Caradoc " is built of iron, 
and therefore, if struck by a heavy shot, a whole plate might 
probably be knocked out, which would have been very 
awkward. We remained for upwards of half an hour gazing 
at the scene before ns, with an interest deeply excited by the 
thought tliat there lay the piize for which we were to fight, 
the great object of the ensuing campaign* The fortifications 
looked of immense strength, and appooed to bristLe with Qune, 
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Our "being there did not apparently caiue any oommotiony 
although piohably the early hour prevented people from being 
about in any nnmbers. We oounted 12 large Bnips of war in 
the great harbour, bat we conld distinctly see the masts of 
many more in the inner harbour and Dockyard Creek. All 
this time the '* Sampson '* and ** Primangiiet * were within half 
a mile of us, and the gi'eat '* Ag;imemnon " 3 miles off, so as 
not to frighten the Russians, I suppose. About 6 o'clock we 
turned round, and steamed S.E. to Cape Chei>(>neso, on the 
extremity of which is the lighthouse before alluded to. 

The coast from Sevastopol to the cape is generally a low 
cliff, with a beach ; the former varies in height fruni 3 to 
1 5 feet ; the ground rises gradually, but to no height, and ap- 
peared undulating, not unlike low downs. It was proposed by 
one or more of fl^ Generals, thai a landing shonld be effected 
here, as the natural harbourB north of the oape appeared 
admirably adapted for the purpose, as doubtless they were* 
But this was at once put aside, as being fiir too near SeTastcmol, 
and it might have risked an action before th< troops could be 
all landed. This, of course, is to be aToided if possible. 

There were two or three camps nearer the town, but 
apparently for few men ; I should say 6000 quite the outside. 
On our turning northwards, as we passed again near the town, 
wo observed a vessel getting uj) its steam, but otherwise 
our appearance did not seem to cause them any imeasiness. 
Steamed N.N.E. on to the Belbec river, nearing the land all 
the time. The mouth of the Belbec presented the same 
objections as Cape Chersonese, on account of its proximity 
to Sevastopol: indeed, it is prul):ibly within range of sotuo 
earthen batteries on the heights of the nortlieiii side of the 
harbour. About half a mile beyond this there was a small 
camp of infiuitry, not more than one battalion^poesibly 1000 
men. We next arrived off the Katoha river, which appeared 
in many respects well adapted as a landing-place. This was 
the spot originally chosen by Ibe reconnaissance made hy 
Sir George Brown two months ago. The naval men, bom 
English and French, objected to it, as the bay was far too 
small for our enormous flotilla. No doubt they are perfectly 
right ; if the ships are in the least crowded there will be end- 
less confusion. Wo then steamed on to the Alma river, 18 
miles by the coast from Sevastopol. We found on both banks 
largish camps : the one on the southeni side appeared to be 
rhiofly artillery; the other, on the northern side, infantry, — 
perhaps 6000 men, but two and three miles inland we could 
see several other camps, quite as large as these nearer ones. 
There are high clifOs all the way from Sevastopol to the 
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Alma river, p«y of 80 to 100 feet, except at ibe months 
of the Belheo and Katcba rivers, when on either side of both 
rivers the ground gradually elopes down to the sea .shore. At 
the Alma river we stood in quite olose to the land, within 
half a mile, and two small boats were sent from the '* Caradoc " 
to take soundings. They went within a quarter of a mile 
of the shore, and found 5 fatliom water,— -deep enough for 
anytliing. Seeing mme sort of connnotion going on in the 
Russian artillery camp, it was thought better to sheer off, 
especially as wo were within easy range, and had nuihing 
wherewith to return the com incut, should they lire at us. 

From the river Alma, all the way to Eupatoria, about 
25 to 30 miles, the coast is quite low, and anywhere 
praotioable for landing. The only doubt is about water. 
From all acoonnts there appears to be a gveat want of it 
all along this part of the ooast- It was finally decided that 
the landing should be made about 7 miles north of the 
little stream dignified by the name of the river Bulgdnak : 
the English to land on the strip of land between the sea and 
Xalamita salt lake ; the French just south of them, at a place 
I can't spell or write, but which signifies in English *'01d 
Fort," from an old ruined lower which the Tartars are pleased 
to call a fort. I'he allied commanders were anxious to 
go in close and have a good view of Eupatoria, but a Tartar 
sp3' on board infonned us that there was a battery of guns to 
the north of the tower. However, as it was thought necessary 
to go near and view the place, l^ussian colouis were hoisted 
on the "Caradoc," and wo stood in as if wo were friends. 
The good people of the town did not seem to know what to 
make of ns. Mid oollected in considerable numbers on tiie 
esplanade to look at their Tisitor. There appeared to be a 
batterjr, but no guns in it. The town itself looked clean, 
thongn dull ; a good many ladies were walking about, and 
some few soldiers; these were Naid to be only invalids. It 
was decided that the town should be taken, if only as a base 
to fall back upon in case of emergency. Soon after 4 p.m. 
we steamed away for the rendezvous of Cape Tarkan. We 
had a lovely day, and it was one of the most interesting and 
excitin<r T ever passed in ray life. 

September llth. — We arrived this morning about 7 o'clock 
at the place of rendezvous, 50 miles due west of Cape 
Tai'kan. The whole of the immense flotilla was at anchor in 
17 fathoms water, and wonderful it was; such a forest of 
masts, yet quite out of sight of land ; it was very calm, 
hundreds of boats were going about; you fancied that you 
wore inside some great port, aiui wondered where tbe land 
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could be* At midday ibe Admiral made signal to ^ weigh 

anchor," and by 2 o'clock the whole fleet was in motion, 
with the exception of the " Caradoc," which remained to bo 
coaled from a vessel that had arrived for that purpose. The 

Catadoo " caught up the fleet by 8 p.m. There was every 
appearance of thunder this evening, and the naval men were 
somewhat anxious as to this fine weather lasting. 

Septeri}her 12th. — Early this morning we niailo the land (Cape 
Tarkan), and continued in sight of it tlie rest of tin- day. The 
French and Turkish fleets were observed 1 5 miles west ol 
us; so the Admiral sent two of our largest steam frigates 
to render them assistance. At 9 a.m. we ** lay to," to givo 
time to our allies to come up. Later in the day wo steamed 
slowly on, but cast anchor at 7 p.m., in order tbat the 
French and Turkish fleets might join ns during the nights It 
rained in torrents for some hours in the earlier part of the 
night, but afterwards cleared up flne and bright 

September IStk. — We weight anchor at 2 o *clock this 
morning, and did not arrive at our destination in Eupa- 
toria Bay till one p.m. — the distance only 18 miles. This 
delay was caused by the confusion into which the flotilla had 
fallen, so constantly anchoring, &c. At 2 p.m. there was a 
Council of War as to how Eupatoria was to be summoned. 
Aftei- considerable delay it was decided that the " Caradoc " 
should go close in with a flag of truce. Accordingly iho 
"Caradoc," attended by the ''Sampson" and *' Fijebrand," 
steamed to within a quarter of a mile of the town, having a 
white flag at the fore. The "Tribime" screw steam frigate 
was anchored " broadside on," cleared for action ; captain and 
crew longing for the place to make resistance, that they might 
have the honour of opening the expedition. When the Cara 
doc " got within a quarter of a mile a boat put off from her, 
containing Colonel Steele, the military secretary, and Colonel 
Trochu, <3iief of Marshal St. Amaud*s personal staff, Mr. Cal- 
vert to interpret, and Captain Derriman to steer the boat>. In 
the bows of the boat was a white (?) pillow-case by way of a 
flag of truce. An immense crowa came down to the jetty 
stairs, and begged them not to land, as they would be ]^ut in 
quarantine. The talking and confusion were such that it was 
impossible to hear a word said by the officer who had eomo 
down to meet them ; it was therefore decided that they should 
go to the quarantine, where they were joined by the governor, 
an old major of the Russian army, who iiiiunned them that he 
had only 200 invalid soldiers quartered in the town, and that 
all the principal inhabitants had left a month ago ; also that all 
the stores had been moved into the interior some time back. 
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He said, of course he oonld make no resisiance, and conse- 
qnently it was quit : at our disposal, adding the inhabitants 
were very badly off for food, and the Tartar population almost 
starring. Shortly after the boat returned to the ** Caradoc," 

and after soino consultation it was decided that the town should 
not be occupied till after the landinf; of the army, when it is 
to have a battalion of French, some Turks, and some marines 
from our men-of-war. We are to land at daybreak to-morrow ; 
and I trust that by the evening the allied aiiuies may have 
obtained a iirm footing on the t^il of the Crimea. 



CHAPTEB IV. 

Kapttoria — Landing on shores of Crimea — Rain — Cholera — Lord Saglan's 

camp — Coatanast with Marshal St. Amaild'a — ftBadk pillage — Sak — March 

— Order of divmon-s — Balganak — Cavalry encounter — Col. Lagondic — 
Bivouac — Alma — Dispojiitioii of divisions — Fn'iicli army j«iss the mouth of 
river under covir of fleet — Malamak — Shai ] i ■ t M-s — Bourlick — Marshal 
St. AmauJ's orders — Advance of Sir George Brown's division — Lord Kaglaa 
crossea tfa« Alma — Tonwr'a battery — Attack of Light and 2nfl IM^oaa — 
23nl ngfme&t — Brigade of Chunte and Highlanders — BeUy in anival of ar- 
tillery — Rout <^ Rnsdana — Capture d gnus — Enthuaasm Ibr Lord Raglan 

— Excitement ^ Colin Campbell — Flight of eoemy— General Sliokaiioff 
wotmdt'd — Horrors of hattle-fiplil — Oeiu'ral Torrens — Sir G. Brown — ncne- 
ra! Ft'Tinetathcr — Gentn-al f'nilrin;:tr»n — Kindnf-s' to wounded •-«• Hufi&iail 
pruiouers — Sailors — Dr. Thompson — Katcha — Casualties, 

Head-quarter Camp, IS miles S. of Enpatoria, Sept 18th, 1854. 
On the morning of the 14th, at 3 o'clock, we weighed anchor* 
and from then till 8 a.m. the transports, ^o., were getting into 
their proper places. There was some confiision in conse* 
qnence of the French taking up one of our huoys aa their 
left, so in that manner they threw ns out by half a mile, which 
caused much crowding. The French were the fb tst to land. 
Soon after 7 a.m. they sent a boat on shore with half a dozen 
men, who erected a fliig-fltaff and hoisted the French colours. 
Their first flat of troops landed at a quarter to 9 a.m. a))out 
2 miles south uf us. Sir G. Brown and General Airey and their 
Staffs were the first English on shore ; half a miuute afterwards 
a boatload of the 7th Fusileers landed. It was then 20 minutes 
to 10 A.M. By 10 o'clock the ibiench liad upwards of 6000 
men landed, and we about 70 1 Our hein^ so stow was entirely 
the fimlt of Admiral Dimdas ; for he did not even act up to 
the programme, drawn out previously on hoard the Aga- 
memnon," whidi ho had signed and promulgated to the flmt. 
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TfagfaMiii of approaching near the shore, as agreed upon, he 
anchored upwards of 4 miles off, with 7 ships of the line, 
2 large frigates, and several war-steamers.* Consequently, 
Sir Edmund Lyons and Lord l{a;::Lint (lid not think it 
prudent to commence landing the Ln^li.sh tiuops with the 
few boats they liad then at their disposal, and there! ore 
waited a conisiderabie time for the anival of those belong- 
ing to the men-of-war with Admiral Dundas: it was not 
until the approach of one of the "Britannia's" boats, fol- 
lowed by others, that the signal for landing the army was 
given from the Agamemnon." Same boftts, indeed, did not 
appear for seToral hours after the tune fixed; all caused hiy 
A juniral Dundaa*8 want of co-operation. He has been from the 
first against the expedition, and, it is said, predicted all sorts 
of disasters, and, now that he sees everything is likely to go 
well, he appears to do all in his power to thwart and annoy 
Sir Edmund Lyons and Lord Kaglan. After this most unne< 
cessary delay tiie landing went on very rapidly ; all worked 
with a will, and the manner in which the naval oflRcers and 
sailors assisted was beyond all prnise. Tho enemy never made 
the least resistance to the landing ; indeed we saw no troops, 
except some half-dozen Cossacks, who galloped up to the cliils 
and then off again as fast as they came. Strange that they 
should have attempted nothing, for, although they could not 
have prevented it, as we were covered by the ii^avy gun^ i'rom 
the fleets, still they might have annoyed us veiy much and 
caused great confusion. By 3 p.m. the Light, 1st, and 2nd 
DiTisions were almost all landed— about 14,000 men and 12 
guns. Soon after this, Lord Baglan and hia Staff came on 
dhore and ro^ up to the advanced posts of tibe aimy. The 
Sad battalion of the Rifles had been pushed on to a village 5 
miles inland, called Ts^ailii : here they had established them- 
selves in capital quarters, and, as it was situated on rather 
higher ground than any in the neighbourhood, it was well 
adapted as an advanced post. From it you overlooked the 
country in front for some miles : every here and there could 
be distinguished Cossack videttes ; but they took good care not 
to come within range of our rifies. Another advantage this 

* The foUowing were the ships nftncdtA, viz. !— " Biitannn," 120 { " Queen," 

116; "Trafalgar," 120; "Albion," 90; "Vengeance/* 84; '<BeUeroplu«i«" 
78; "Ro'ln. V ," 90; " Arethnsa," 50; and " Leander," 50. 

t Lord iiaglan left the '* Caradoc " early in the morning, and joiiied Sir Edmund 
Lyons on bowd bis flag-ship, the ** Agamemnon," to wttiiees tiie landing of the 
army. The annoyance of both these chiefs was great at the tardlneas of Admiral 
Dundas, as it, to a great degi'ee, fnistiated the plans they had decided npon, and 
delayed the carefuUy-detailed arrangements they had drawn out for the speeiiy dia- 
flttbttkation of Ihe tnupe* 
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Tillago liad, vk. plenty of good vaier, and it has not yet been 
found elsewhere. 

Lord Baglan rode ronnd the whole of the outposts, and did 
not return until quite dark, past 8 o'clock. Wherever he 
"went to-day the troops cheoi'od him, and indeed all seemed 
animated with tlio most onthiiHiaKtif s'|)ints. Up to 2 o'clock 
this day the weather was fine; but attLrw^ards there was a 
good deal of rain at intervals, and soon after 8 i'.m. it 
began to pour down in torrents, and continued doing so till 
early the following Lamiiiiig. 1 was one of the fortunate ones 
who had not to sleep out, as I got a berth on board ship. By 
night we had landed 23,700 men and 19 guns, with their 
hoisee, Ao., complete. The French hy the same time said 
they had landed 22,000 in&ntry and 53 guns (but without 
hoxsea). 

I am sorry to aay the cholera is still with the armies. We 
lost cm the voyage about 70 men in the infantry dead, and 200 
bad cases are left on board. In the cavalry the proportion is 
greater — 22 deaths, and ^04 bad cases left* The fbfench haye 
suftered much more severely ; but that is not to be wondered 
at, as their men are so dreadfully crowded on board their liiie- 
of-battle ships. The " Montebello" and " Yille de I Vn-is" 
each brought 1600 soldiers ; the ** Valmy," 1 hear (it s htuIs 
alraost impossible), 2400 soldiers ! tho Henii Quatre" the 
saiiie ! their other liners in like piupoition. I understand 
they will disembark 1100 men fewer than they embarked at 
Varna. During the night a good deal of wind got up right 
on shore, and consequently^ the surf was so great as to make 
the landing of cavalry or artillexy dangerous on tiie following 
morning, ^ 15th instant. However, about midday it went 
down somewhat, and immediate advantage was taken of it to 
land the remainder of the artillery, and the brigade of cavalry ; 
Hiis was successfully perfonned, although some few horses 
were drowned, chiefly belonging to staff officers. 

By night nearly the whole of the cavalry (1100 horses) 
were disembarked. Lord Raglan took up his quarters during 
the day on some rising grntmd near the landing-place. His 
camp is a ^ery modest afiair, consisting of one small marquee 
for himself, a bell-tent for stores, &c., a bell-tent which acts 
as a sort of military office. His personal Staff have each what 
are called dog-kennel tents, being about the size of those 
canine residences. Voild tout. Marshal St. Amaud, on the 
contrary, has everything on a ^rand scale. He has a large 
marquee comfortably fitted up m two apartments, for his bed 
and sitting room, also an immense Algerine tent as a dining- 
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room, and all his staff and attendance are equally well off in 
proportion to their respective ranks. An order was issued 
to-day for all the tents of the array to be landed; the Com- 
missarv-Oeneral, from information he has Tecoi^'ed from tho 
Tartarss, is in hopes of getting a sulBcient number of arabas 
for the transport of these tents ; but if not, it is worth landing 
them even if we are here only two days, bu that the men may 
be under slielter lor that limu at any rate. 

Lord Baglan rode all round the outposts again, and was 
veiy much annojed to find that during last night tbe Zouavea 
had heen into tiie Tillage of Tagailii and xdl)bed the ioha- 
bitants of ereiytfaing. Our men of tho Biflea, who were 
qnartered there, interfered as much as possible} but without 
coming to actual blows it was impossible to stop them. Tho 
oommanding officer of the Rifies — think Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lawrence — turned out his men, placed sentries all round the 
village, and made every Zouave put down whatever he had 
taken ; when the}' had all gone, some of onr Fcntries were 
surrounded by heaps of fowLs, geese, and turkeys, &c. I 
understand that 12 men of the Zouaves have already been 
taken prisoners by the Cossacks in one of their marauding 
expeditions. 

On the 17th the Commissarj^-General ascertained that there 
was a large store of Government com at a village called Sak, 
about 7 miles off ; he obtained leave firom Lord Eaglan to 
send all the carte that could be collected, under an escort of 
20 in&ntiy and half a troop of caTahy^ and seize upon this 
store. Hearing of this, B — and I -volunteered and obtained 
leaye to go. We started with about 40 arabas and the above- 
named escort from Head -quarters at 9 o'clock a.m., and pro- 
ceeded to the town of Sak. It appears that it is funous for 
its mud-baths, and that in the summer large numbers of 
invalids come here for the benefit of their health. Passing 
through tho villap^e of Tnzla, wo arrived at Sak by midday. 
The principal Imilding is the Goveinment bath. This was 
broken into (all tiie doors being locked and tlie place deserted), 
and two large stores of barley were found. The arabas were 
filkd as qnickly as possible, and we did onr best to procure 
others from the Tartar peasants in the village ; but the French 
had been before us, and very few could be obtained. ITie 
baths were very nicely fitted up, and the different rooms well 
furnished — quantities of laige, though not ffood, looking- 
glasses, two or three pianofortes^ some comfortable ann-chaira 
and so&s, &c. In returning we got some of the Taitars from 
the Tillage of Tnzla to come back with us to camp with their 
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arabes and catde, always on the undentandiiig thai they were 
to be paid for everything.* 

This day, the 18th, has been passed in preparations for the 
march, for we leave here fo morrow morning and advanoe 
towards Sevastopol. The French take the right and the 
English the left. We follow the line of coast; you will 
perceive that the English occnpy the post of honour, having 
notliing to protect their left flank ; the French liave lK)th 
flanks covei-ed, their right resting on the sea, and tlieir left on 
the English right. The Turks are to inarch on the ri«2;ht rear 
of the French, while the Divibiona ot General Forey and Sir 
George Cathcart are to cover the rear of the allied armies. 
Our cavaliy will protect tlio left flank. The fleets move in 
concert with the advance of the troops, and will co-operate 
whenever opportunity may offer. Lord Raglan is of opinion 
that we shall haVe a general action at the passage of the river 
Ahna. Some of our steamers have been down off there to re- 
oonnoitre, and report large masses of infantry and artilleiy to 
be encamped in the neighbourhood* 



Camp in the YtSkf nf the Ittrer Ahna, 2l8t Sept. 1854. 
I am nnable to write more than a few lines to*day ; a short 
despatch is going off immediately to Constantinople^ to be 
telegraphed from thence to England, and I send this on the 
chance of its catching the mail to Marseilles. I will in my 
next write you a detailed account of the affair of the 19th 
instant, and the great battle of yesterday. Of the latter the 
world will ring again and again : such a battle has not been 
fonght since ^^'aterloo. Sir ,Tohn Burgovne told me that he 
never rcmenibers such a position so gallantly carrifMl (liirnia^ 
the whole of the Peninsular war except Salamanca. Lord 
Eaglan says he was never under so heavy a cannonade and firo 
of small arms, except /?eMr-r/w at W aterloo. Altogether it was 
a glorious action, and I hope justice will be done the army in 
England. Onr loss is dread tiil — 21 GO, I believe, killed, 
wounded, and missing British troops ! When you consider 
that the battle began (that is, the first shot was fired by 
the enemy sgainst the French) at one o'clock, and was over 
(that is, the last shot fired by the English) at 22 minutes 
to 4 P.M., only 2 honrs and 38 minntes, and during that 
time 2160 English, 1400 French (so they state their loss), 

• It may he worthy of remark, that, had our allies done the same, and paid for 
ev' r^ tiling they took, there is but little doubt that plenty of transport would haVe 
btea loiuad for the armj generally. 
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and at least 3500 Bu8siaiia were struck down ("being over 
7000 incn\ this will perhaps best speak to the fury of the 
action. Ihe field of battle is a dreadful sight, but the hos- 
pitals far more horrible — so many brave felluws mangled and 
wounded, its quite nhocking. I can well understand the 
saying of the great lJuke, that, next to a battle loat, there 
'^vas nothing 80 dreadful as a battle won." And with all this 
death and horror about rue, 1 cannot be thankful enough that 
I should have been spared ; and you, I am sure, will feel this 
TTith giaAitode to Him who directs all things. We shall not 
march from here till Ihe day after to-morrow, as the wounded 
are in such numbexs that it is imposeiUe to get them removed 
on board ship before that time. Many think that we shall 
have no more opposition shown us, and that we shall march 
into Sevastopol without difficulty. I am not so sanguine. 



Head-quai ters, village of Eskel, ralley of the 
Katcha KivtT, Sept. 23, 18^34. 

Without further preface I will go back nt once to tlio 19th 
instant, on the morning of Avhich we marched from Kalamita 
Bay, or Old Fort, wiiichcv cr you please to call it, in fact from 
tlie scene of the disembarkation of the allied armies. Well, at 
6 A.M. (lUth) we were by way of starting, but such was the 
confusion m consequence of llie want of transport tiiat great 
delay was occasioned, and it was d hours before the army was 
in motion. The Commissary-General had been misled oy the 
Tartars as to the number of arabas that could be procured. I 
should say that at least 700 carts would have been required to 
have carried the proper baggage for the aimy, whereas not 
one-third of that number were forthcoming. Then, in con- 
sequence of this want of transport, all the tents of the army, 
with the exception of some hospital marquees, had to be 
retiu jied on board ship, or rather down to tbn beach. Tliis 
took a long time and occasioned the troops < ruployed 3ni:ch 
labour and fatip^ue. One of the brigades of tlie 4th Divisuai, 
under General Torrens, and the 4th Light Dragoons, were leit 
to clear the beach of the stores, &c., and to embark tlie sick, of 
which I am sorry to say there were no inconsiderable number. 
All this delayed the movement of the troops, and they actually 
did not start till near 9 o'clock. The order of march waa 
much as I told you it would be in my letter of the 18th instantb 
The Turks, in column (about 6000 men), under Suleiman 
Pasha, were on the extreme right next the sea; then the four 
divisions of the French aimy. General Bosquet on the right 
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the Turks, then Chneral Canrobert*8 dlTision in tho 
oentie, and Piinoe Napoleon's diviBion on the leflb of their 
amky, with General Forey's division covering their rear. Sir 

De Lacy Evans's (2nd) division had its right resting on the 
French loft, and Sir Kichanl En;j:;land'8 (3rd) division in his 
rear in support. iSir George Jiruwn's (Light) division formed 
the left of the English front, and the Duke of f'nmbridgu h 
(Ist) division in his rear in support. Covuriiig the front of 
our infantry was a regiment of cavalry (1 3th Tiiccht Dragoons) 
in skirmishing order, and another regiment of c;ivalry (11th 
Hiissaiti ) in support, with a troop of horse artillery. Some 
way to our left were the other two regiments of the brigade of 
light oovalry (the 8th HuaaarB end 17th LanoerB), four 
aquadiona in all : these protected our flank* whilst a mile in 
rear came Sir George Cathcart with G^eral Goldie's Brigade 
of the 4th Division (the other Brigade being, as I before stated, 
left to clear the beaoh). The baggage and commissariat of 
the two armies were drawn more to the rear of the centre of 
the ground taken up by the troops. You will see by this that 
the French presented a larger front than us, as three divisions 
were to the front, whereas ours wore two deep. 

The day was excessively hot, and many men fell out from 
exhaustion. There were frequent halts during the luurch, to 
allow the stragglers to join their regiments again. IS o ground 
could be found better adapted for the movement of troops than 
that we mM*ched over ; the only want was water, and from 
this the troops sufi'ored much. The aimy arrived at tlie 
Bulganak river by 2 p.m., when every one rushed forward to 
drimc. The distance marched by the majority of our troops 
was 10 miles, though some had to come much fieurther. The 
river, as it is called, proved only to be a small stream, but still 
the water was good, and consequently most acceptable to onr 
thirsty men and horses. On arriving here a good number of 
Cossacks were observed on the brow of the hill, at a distance 
of half a mile. Lord Bi^lan, being desirous of ascertaining if 
the enemy were in force beyond, ordered Lord Cardigan for- 
ward with the two regiments of li^ht cavalry in advance, to 
drive the Cossacks of!' ;itu1 o!idoavoui' to ascertain if any number 
were in support. Accordingly the cavalry moved on at a trot, 
and soon came up to where the Cossacks had been, ami from 
there they discovered a larcco body of cavalry on souiu rising 
ground a uiile off, there being a hoii; of valley between them. 
On this being communicated to Lord Kaglan, he ordered up 
the Light and 2nd Divisions, and sent for the other two regi- 
ments of light cavalry, which were on the flank of the army« 
Xn the mean time Lord Cardigan had advanced down into the 
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hollow, and thrown out a troop in slcirmishing order. The 
Russians did the same, and the skinnisliei-s on both sides com- 
menced firing at one anotlier. 'I'his went on for twenty 
minutes, and during the whole of that time 1 du not believe a 
man or horse on either side was touched. So much for firing 
on hoi-seback! An officer of the 11th told me afterwards that 
he had seen a Cossack get off his horse and leiid him to the 
rear ; but that was not much to boast of. During this time the 
8th Hussars and 17th Lancers came up and remained at a short 
distanoo to the lefib rear of the other two regiments of cavalry. 
Also the Light and 2nd DiyiBions had got up just to the brow 
of ihe hOl, but hardly forward enough for the enemy to aee 
their strength* 

Lord Baglan was partioolarly anxious not to bring on a 

general action, and therefore would not allow the cavalry to 
attack; indeed, it would have been madnees to have done so, 
as the enemy had five times our strength. The cavalry were con- 
sequently ordered to retire by alternate squadrons, w'liich they 
did as quietly and as orderly as if at a field-day on Ihytmslow 
Heath. The enemy advanced slowly, with his skirmishers 
in front and firing. These movements on both sides went 
on for some 10 minutes, when what appeared to be a squadron 
of cavalry came down from the left of the llns.siaus towards our 
cavalry. When half-way down the hill they halted, and the 
squadron opened in the centre, wheeled back right and left, 
and discovered a battery of guns. One of these was instantly 
fired—lhe first gun of the campai^. The movement was 
beautifully done, and did great credit to Bussian drill. Lord 
Banian ordered our artillery to reply, but^ finding that the 
troop of horse artillery attached to the cavalry of 6-pounders 
did not reach with good effect, he ordered up the troop of 
horse artillery and battery attached to the Light Division, both 
of which had 9-pounders. These opened with considerable 
effect, and the Kussians " limbered up " and retired in a huiTy. 
The whole affair was the prettiest thing I ever saw, so exactly 
as one had done dozens of times at Chobham and elsewhere. 
If one had not seen the cannon-balls coming along at the 
rate of a tlmusand miles an hour, and bounding like ciieket- 
balLs, one would leally have thought it only a little cavalry 
review. The liussians fired 15 or 16 shot; we fired alto- 
gether 44 shot and shell. Our casualties were 4 men wounded 
(2 amputations) and 5 horses killed, all of the cavaliy. We 
had no means of ascertaining at the tiine the loss of the enemy, 
except by seeing the bodies of sevexal horses lying about ; but 
we have since heard that they lost 25 men killed and wounded« 
The enemy's cavalry consisted of the 12th (Saze Weimar) 
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HnmiB, and two legimenis of Don Comacks, regulan; the 
artOlery vas Goaflack artillezy, and, as far aa their practice 
was concerned, was certainly good. Their guns were only 
6-pounders. The French army was rather more than a mile to 
onr right, and consequently had nothing to do with the affair, 
and coiild only look on. Lord Raglan sent Colonel Lagondie 
(one of the French ofiicers attaclied to liis i)ersonal Staff) to 
Prince Niipoloon, to request him to take ground to lii.s left, so 
as To decrease the interval between the two ai'mieH. Colonel 
Lagondie took and delivered the message to the Prince, but 
never retiimed. It appeared afterwards that on his way back 
he saw what he tliought was Lord Iiaglan and his iStati" on an 
eminence, and rode up to them ; being very short-sighted, he 
neTer discorered, nntil qmte cloae, that the horaemen were 
Bnaaian caTalxy on picket. It is needleea to say that he waa 
made prisoner. What a prize for the Bussianal The first 
officer taken in the war* and he a Colonel on the Staff I I have 
been thos minute in giving yon the details of this trifling 
afiair, hecanse it waa the opening of the campaign, and for that 
reason alone worthy of especial remark. 

That night the army bivouacked on the low hills south of 
the Bnlgannk river. Lord Raglan occnpicd a ruined post- 
honso, which had been bunit thfit morning by the Cossacks. 
His btaft' passed the night outside the hon.^e. It was a strange 
eight seeing the hundreds of watch and bivouac fires ; and 
from the immense extent of ground they appeared to cover, 
would iiii8leu.d any one ais to the number of men on the ground. 
The morning ui the 20th broke bright and cl(*ar; and syon 
after 6 a.h. the army was under arms and on the move, march- 
ing in an oblique direction towards the sea; for from the 
natore of the ground, we had, on the latter part of the preceding 
day, got a mile or two too mnch inland. 

The advance was made in an oblique line, even after we liad 
closed in with the French, the divisions of General Bosquet 
and Suleiman Pasha being nearly 2 miles in advance of the 
left of the English. About 11 we came within sight 
of the heights of Alma. The army was then halted, and the 
allied Generals advanced to the front of our skirmishers, and 
2 econnoitrcd the enemy's position. Even at this distance wo 
could see that it was a position of immense strength; and 
what appeared at finst sight as dark patches of underwood on 
the side of the hills, proved to be masses of infantry when 
examined with a telescope. The plan of attack was then 
finally settled as follows: — The division of General Bosquet, 
supported by the division of Turks, were to endeavour to 
Gross ihei river Alma at its month, and, nnder the protection o£ 
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the gnii8 from our ships-of-war, to gain tlie heights, and in 
tliat manner turn the Buasiaa left. This done, the two other 
divisions of the French army were to force the river, and the 
English the same ; but it was clearly nntlerstood that the 
En<]^lish were not to advance to the attack nntil the French 
had gained the heights nearest the sea, and turned the Kus- 
sian left. The relative positions of our divisions were the 
Kame as yesterday, except that the 4th Division, under Sir 
George C^athcart, marched more in the rear of the 1st, thus 
luiniing as it were a deeper side ; so that the baggage, &o., 
which was in rear of the centre of the allied army, was more 
completely protected against any andden attack the enemy 
might maice oa our flank. After a halt of 20 minutes tlie 
advance was soonded, and the troops moTcd on with an 
eagerness not observable before, for they saw before them 
their enemy. The march was still with an oblique front, and 
shortly after midday we heard the ships of the fleet shelling 
the heights next the sea. We were at too great a distance to 
judge whether they took effect on the enemy ; but from the 
accounts given by some of the prisoners and wounded Russians 
talvon after the battle, it appears that one battalion suffered 
Bi^veroly, and that all the Eussian troops at that point Tsome 
40UU men) were moved away out of range of the ginis from the 
ships : consequently the French had the passage of tlio river 
at the mouth imobstructed, and gained the heights with very 
slight loss. 

It may here, however, be as well to give you some idea of 
the position held bj the enemy. The river Alma is a winding 
stream, and at this time of year of no great depth. Here and 
there are pools, bnt generally speaking the water was not more 
than knee-deep. Its banks are very steep, varying in height 
from 4 to 10 feet, and on both sides are either copses or 
vineyards, and occasionally groves of trees of larger size, of 
which the common poplar is most frequently met with. On 
the northern side four side) of the river, the enemy had cut 
down and removed all trees and bmshwood that could in any 
manner make cover for our men during the attack. There 
were two villages on that side of the river ; one about a mile 
from the sea (Malamak), opposite the centre of the French 
army ; and the other (Bourlick) two miles higher up, and just 
in fiont of our right. Both of these villages were small, not 
exceeding 50 honses each, but still giving admirable cover 
for the riflemen of the enemy. On the sonlh side of the river, 
extending from the sea nearly to the village of Bourlick, is 
a range of heights, at places almost perpendicular, resembling 
cli£b, vaiying from 300 to oOO feet above the sea. On the 
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top the ground is level, and Jiot unlike what we had been 
marching over for the last two days ; at a distance of half a 
mile fioni this edge, and about two miles fioui the noa, waa 
an unhnibhed stone tower, probably intciuh d as a telegiajih 
station. Round this the enemy had con&trnuiud a low parapet, 
in which they had placed some field guiis : this was again 
pratected by large masses uf infantry. 6ucU wa** the positiuii 
in front of our allies, and so strung was it by nature, that the 
BiisaianB had not thotight it necessary to strengthen it farther 
than I have stated, except indeed by having large numheiis of 
infantry in the Isontshwood on the sonth side of the river, 
thrown out as skirmishers. 

In front of the English the Russians held a no less foimid- 
able position. The heights I mentioned as being opposite the 
village of Bonr^ck from that point recede, running be^k for 
some distance, and then returning towai'ds the river a mile 
higher up, thus forming a vast ravine, something in the shape , 
of an inverted V. The ground in front of the llnglish, on the 
other side of the river, ruse more gradually, fonning species 
of plateaus or terraces as it ascended the ravine. The enemy 
had taken a<l vantage of these teiiaces to place tlieir guns of 
position. On one plateau they had 13 brass guns, 32- 
pounders (1 believe), behind a low parapet, which waJS not of 
sufficient neight to cause any difficulty in crossing. It had 
evidently only been put up as a s^^t protection for their 
gunners against our sharpshooteis. Tliis oattery commanded 
the road and bridge over the river, and, as it presented two 
faces, could ajso fire upon any troops coming up on their right. 
Higher up, but some way more to their right, was another 
paxapet, behind which were 9 heavy gons ; the object of this 
was to prevent their right being turned. The enemy had also 
18 guns placed in line, above the road, but without any parapet 
or epaulement to cover them ; these guns swept the whole of 
our front, and caused us a very heavy loss. The rojid alluded to 
pa.sses the village of Bourlick on the left, and ci osses the l ivor 
by a strong wooden bridge, which the enemy had to a certain 
extent destroyed, but which vviis still practicable for the passage 
of troops. From this point the road runs through the before- 
mentioned ravine, and winds its course up the steep ascent at 
the end of the valley, and then subsides into a track on the. 
great plateau beyond, 

I fear from my description you will hardly imderstand the 
nature of the ground occupied by the enemy : I must therefore 
refer \ ou to the accompanying plan, which, although rough, 
will, i ho]ie, bring before you more clearly than my explana- 
tV>n the difficult ground which the British troops had to attack. 

F 
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All fills tiino I must beg yon to suppose that the Frenoh troops 
on the left have been collecting in fbi'ce on the extreme point 
of the heights next the sea. It was now near 1 p.m., and 
Marshal St. Amaud gave the order to his troops to advance. 
We also were approaching the eneiny, but slowly, as Lord 
Eaglan did Tiot wish them to be inactive under fire a moment 
lon<:^er than was necejsHary. Tlie French advance into the 
river was received by the Russian ^kinuLshers with a well-di- 
rected fire, and many of our allies fell to rise no more. How- 
ever, they Went steadily on, and crossed at a rapid pace, 
driving the enemy up the steep heights before them. 6omo 
confusion was occasioned here among the French by the in- 
eqnality of the ground, and the difficulty of getting up the 
steep bank of the Alina. Nevertheless^ they by degrees 
formed up on the opposite side, and then oomiQenced climbing 
the heights in front of them. This delay had given time for 
ithe Bnssian skinnishers to regain the plateau, so tbat, as the 
French advanced, the enemy poured upon them a most destruc^ 
tive fire, which they were nbnost unable to ;lns^v( r. 

But to return to the British. Lord Kaglan had placed him- 
self in front of the troops with his Staff, and 1 must tell you 
that by this time the latter had grown to three times its proper 
number : that is to say, everj^ officer of the commissariat or 
medical department who had a (|uadniped chose to jcdn the 
Head-quarter Staff, as probably the best position for seeing the 
battle. I should think there could not have been less than 60 
or GO mounted officers. This gieat number began to be an 
inconvenience, as it perpetually obstnicted the view, and they 
crowded rouiul the Oommander-in-Cliief in a manner that in 
any other service would have been thought highly impertinent^ 
and resented accordingly. Some one suggested to Lord Bag- 
Ian that it would be as well to hint that those gentlemen not 
actually serving on the Staff had better move ufif. However, 
Lord Haglan, witii his usual good-nature, said, ** Let them 
stay and then added, " You know, directly we get under 
fire, those not obliged to remain will depart, you may rely upon 
it." Lord liaglan was quite right. In two minutes the first 
shot against us was fired by the enemy. 1 looked at my watch ; 
it was exactly It p.m. The shot, which was evidently fired at 
the Statf (the only body of horsemen in si<z;]it and the most ad- 
vanced), fell short and bounded over us with a whiz that made 
many duck their heads. You should have seen the han^rers-on 
scattered in all directions. There was no more crowding 
roimd liord liaglan. About two minutes after this the 
Enssians set li<:^ht to the villafce of Bourlick, and in a few 
momciiU iL Witis Lu a blaxe. Lai^c (quantities of iiay and straw 
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had been coUeoted for the purpose in different parts of the 
village', BO that it burnt most fiercely. Indeed I think they 
rather overdid it, for before we advanced the greater portion 
of the village was reduced to ashes. The smoke from it for 
the first quarter of an hour completely hid from iis theBussian 
' position. I am not sure that it did not cut both ways, for 
they could not see us a bit better than we saw them. 

Lord Kaglan, iiumediately after the finst shot, oidered Sir 
Georfr;e Brown to dejiluy his division into line, and then let the 
men lie down ; he also sent the same directions to Sir De Lacy 
Evans. This was done, and durui^ the time thus occupied the 
Russians poured an unceasing torrent of round shot and shell 
at them, but it8 yet without doing much harnt. The eneniy*8 
skirmishers also kept up a sharp hro against our l iiles, who 
replied to them with equal vigour, but not, I fear, with equal 
snecesB, as the Bussian shar]^ooters were behind walls and 
trees, Ac, whereas our men had no cover of an^ sort or kind.' 
Two batteries of artilleiy attached to the 2nd Division opened 
on the Bnssians, but they had hardly sufficient range to be of 
much service. Some rockets were also thrown, which we 
afterwards heard caused the enemy some confusion. The 
Eussians kept a certain number of guns firing at the Staff, and, 
as for some time Lord Raglan remained on tho road, the shot 
came bounding along half a dozen at a time ; any tiling but 
pleasant. We were very fortunate, for no one was hit. Two 
horses were kilhvl. and the shot that struck the last almost 
touched Lord li i^^lan's back. He took no more notice of the 
firing than if he had been at a review ; all his thoughts were 
turned to the French, for he had expected before this to have 
heard £rom Harshal St. Ainaud that he had successfully turned 
the Bussian left. He accordingly despatched Commandant 
Yico to see how they were going on. Vice had not been gone 
a moment when a French staff-officer came galloping up (I 
think from Prince Napoleon), begging Lord Raglan to advance, 
and adding, Nom sonimes massacre P* Lord Eaglan thought it 
no use remaining inactive any longer, although he had heard 
nothing from the Marshal. We were losing men every mo- 
ment from the heavy fire of the enemy, and the troops had 
now been lying down f or iit ;uly 20 Tninutes. He conse- 
quently ordered the whole line to adv ince. A minute more 
and the men were on their feet, and the two divihiuns, Light 
and 2nd, advanced towards the river. The 1st and 3rd Divi- 
sions were then de]>loyed into line and took uj) tho ground in 
rear of the Lighi and 2nd Divisions respectively, and in 
support. Directly Lord liaglan saw them in motion he 
turned to his Staff and said, *'Now we will cross,** and» 

F 2 
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taking himself the lead, he trotted on to the right of ib» 

burning village. Here there was a moment's pause as to how 
we should got over the river : some one suggested a road to 
the left; down this we went, and found ourselves under as 
heavy a fire from sma.ll nrnis a-s I should ever wish to be. 
ThcK' were several buruin^ hn vricks close to us, and to see 
the way in which the bullets kiiueked out the sparks waswon- 
deiful. I know nothing; .so disagreeable a.s the Mnginii" sound 
of a Minie bullet; it quite dilieri'ut iioiii a lound Laii, 
which whistles softly as it passes you- 

We now oame to the Ijank of the river, which hare makes ft 
sadden bend ; there was a drop of about three &et isito the 
water, for, although tkis was evidently a regular ford from 
the lodd nmning down to it, and another a little lower down: 
* on the opposite side, the enemy had cut the bank away, thoiiu^ 
in a very ineffectual manner. It was no use waiting to be 
shot on the bank, so — more from fear, I believe, than courage 
— stuck my spurs into my horse and jumped into the river, 
and to my intense disgust down h© went, and I got wet up to 
my middle ; however, be was up again in a moment. My 
first impression was that be had been shot ; it turned out to 
be a liole the enemy had dug so as to break up the ford ; my 
ducking was of use, for everybody avoided the })laee where I 
had been, and no one else met with my misfortune. Just 
goin^ into the rivei' we were under cover from the Russian 
ritlumeii, art there was a high bank by the waterside which 
protected us. Directly we got into the river, and were cross- 
ing to the road on Hie opposite side, a very heavy enfilading 
fire was poured upon us, both from cannon and small arms. 
In the river two of the Staff were shot down ; but Lord Bag- 
Ian, whose presence of mind never lefit him for a moment^ ttimed 
to one of his aides-de-camp and said, Ah ! if they can enfilade 
us here, we can certainly enfilade them on tlie n'sing ground 
beyond. Order up Turner's batteiy I" He then went on, 
following the road, which turned away to the right. In a 
minute more we were among the French skirmishers, who 
lr>oked not a little astonished to see the English Commander- 
in-Chief so far in advance. A sudden bend of the road again, 
to the left brought us under the most infernal firo from some of 
the crnns posted, as 1 before mentioned, in front of our line. 
AVe were in a sort of lane with high hedges on botii sides, and 
the round shot came down it in a manner I shall never furget. 
AVliiit appeared to save us was that almost invariably the 
Kussians fired too high, as all the ishot went just over our 
heads. I say all, though more than one horse was killed in 
this^ lane, but I think always firom ricochet shot. We werq 
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Bot long in tlus lane, or none would bave been left to tell the 
tale ; for preeenth- to our right we came upon a bit of open 
ground, which gnidiially rose higher and higher to some 70 or 
80 feet. Here there was a Rort of landing-place, and from it 
could be seen the whole of the Bnssian guna almost in line 
TK-iih ns. liord Raglan at once perceived the immenne import- 
ance of getting gnns up here, where they could enfilade all 
the Knss'ian irtillery. One, two, tliree aides-de-camp were 
sent to know why Turner's battery did not airive. 

During all the time I have been telling yon the movements 
of the general Staff, the Light and 2nd Divisions had been ad- 
vancing. kSir (ieoi-ge Brown took bisdivision into ait ion, with 
bis right resting on the road, and with a certain intel•^'al 
between him and the left of the 2nd Division. The Light 
advanced in admirable order ; bnt in crossing the Alma, the 
banks of wbicb were very mgged and steep^they got into aome 
aort of confusion, and during the whole time the Bnasian rifle- 
men kept up a moat murderous firo upon them from behind the 
wails of a Tinejaxd which was just me other side ; neverthe- 
lees these brave men moved on regardless of the severe loss 
tbey were every moment sustaining, llie 2nd Division ad- 
vanced at the same time as the liigbt, but, in consequence of 
the burning village of Bourlick being in their immediate front, 
they were not able to advance in one line. One brigade, 
under General J Vjnnefatber, niarclied on tlie left of the village, 
and then crossed the river, leaving the bridge to llieir left; 
whilst the greater portion of the other brigade, under General 
Adams, went down the road to the right of the village and 
forded the river just below where Lord liaglan immediately 
after took hLs station. The 2nd Division had in front of them 
a cloud of infantry skirmishers, who caused them very lieav^^ 
loss in crossing the Alma. They were also under the direct 
fire of the 18 guns placed in line across the valley ; one of 
Hiese guns they afterwards captured. 

The Light Division croaaed the river rather sooner than the 
2nd ; they then got into the vineyard, and as it was impossible 
to form-up into regular order, from the natural obstacles of the 
ground, without a halt of some minutes, Sir George Brown 
urged on his men, and so they advanced, driving the l^nssian 
skirmishers and riflemen before them at the point of the 
bayonet. But their most terrible time was yet to come : 
directly they got out of the vineyards doTible the number of 
gims opened upon tb(»m with graj^e and canister. In si)ite of 
the numbei-s mowed do\^m, the remainder never flinche<l, but 
kept up a telling fire upon the Russian gunners. On they 
went, and after a time actually reached the Kussian battery : 
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tlicn comracncccl a regular hand-to-hand encounter, the 
Ktissians defending theraselves with gi*eat bravery, but our 
men fighting with that English determination which almost 
invariably overcomes every obstacle, i'or a minute a Russian 
gun was captured by the 2."3id repriment, but immediately aft^r 
uur men were uvurpowered by nuiiibcis. A fresh column of 
Bussian infantry had come up in support of their beateB 
comrados ; and toe English, being reduced to half their foimer 
strength, were obliged to relinonish the hold they had gained, 
and the division was compelled to give way befoire the over- 
whelming forces of the enemy. Btill, however, althon^ 
retiring, these brave men never turned their backs on the 
BuBsians, but kept up a regular and effective £re ; and wher- 
ever the enemy attempted crossii^ bayonets with them they 
invariably repented their temerity. 

It was just at this time that the brigade of Guards came 
up on the left of the Light Division, and the brigade of 
Highlanders again on their left. This magnificent division — 
the flower of tlie British army — had crossed the river rather 
higher up than the Light Division, and conKequently were on 
ltd left. The attention of the enemy being chiefly taken up in 
repelling the attack of Sir George Brown, the 1st Division had 
formed>iip after crossing the Alma ; and although they incurred 
oonsiderable loss in so doing, they nevertheless advanced in 
most beautiful order — ^really as if on parade. I never shall 
foi^t that sight^one felt so proud of them. Lord Kaglan 
had been looking on all this time, having arrived on the high 
ground before alluded to just a« the Light Division advanced 
up the hilL W hen he saw the Ist Division coming up in 
support, he said, " Look how well the Guards and Highlanders 
advance ! " An aide-de-camp came np at this moment, and 
reported the arrival of two guns of TuTnor's battery. Thank 
God. till' guns at last! Tlie delay arose from the fact that in 
crossing the ford a wheel-horse of one of the guns had been 
killed by a round shot, which cauped great confusion, and 
completely blocked up the passage of the river for the time 
being. I believe also several artillerymen were wounded at 
the same tame. At last two guns were got over, but they 
arrived at the spot where Lord Baglan was without any 
gunners (at least, I think Uiere was only one bombardier 
besides the drivers). However, this was no time delay, so 
ilie ofBcersof General Strangways* statf dismounted and served 
the guns themselves, llie first shot fired fell too short ; it was 
aimed at the Bussian 18-gun battery, which was causing our 
2nd Division in ita immediate front, and the Light Division 
and brigade of Guards on its right ^nt, great loss. Our guns 



Digitized by 



Chap. IV, 



THE BATTLE, 



71 



were only 9>potin(3eT8, and the distance was considerable. The 
second shot went through a Russian tumbrel, and killed two 
horsps. Those two shots were snfficiont : tlie l^iissiaii General, 
seeing that he was taken completely in flank, gave orders for 
his «artillery to limber up. 'J'hin they did adniiiably, but, 
during the time, our two guns kept playing cm their retiring 
artillery, causing them great loss ; and the gunners .and two 
more guns of 1 uiuer's battery having now arrived, the tiring 
went on rapidly. 

But to return to the Ist Division. They were advancing in 
beantilbl order, and marched Btraight #n the Buflsiaa hattery 
wken half-way up the* hill, the FuBileer Guards were, to a 
certain extent, thrown into temporary confusion by the left of 
the Light Division, who were retiring. This momentary 
check caused them great loss, but, after a minute or two they 
rallied, and soon rejoined their comrades. It was then that 
the guns directed by Lord Kaglan came into action, and, as I 
before told you, after the second shot the Russian artillery 
limbered up and began to retreat. Thus the heavy cannonade 
which the Light Division had been under ^v^^s at a most 
important moment arrested and thus spared the Guards. I say 
the (ruards, because the brigade of Highlanders, being more 
on the left, were almost entirely out of the line of tire, and 
consequently escaped with comparatively tniiiug loss. Directly 
Ihe Bussians had withdrawn their guns, three heavy masses of 
inftntry advanced slowly down the hill. It was an ansdous 
moment, for, if they only had courage to charge, their very 
weight must have swept our thin line before them. I should 
say these three columns could not have numbered leas than 
8000 men, for they were three entire regiments, which as yet 
had not been into action, each regiment nominally consisting 
of 3000 men ; yet such was the imposing air and perfect 
formation of the British troops opposed to them that they 
nevpr advanced out of the slowest walk. The 1st Division 
pans* d for a moment — it was only to " lock-up " more closely. 
fck)me one said to Lord Raglan, ** The Guards are going to 
retire;" but he knuw them better, for ho said, *'>»o such 
thing ; they'll carry the battery. It's time for us to go and 
join them." Leaving directions with Captain Turner to fire 
upon the Kussian columns of in&ntry advancing down the hill 
opposite against the Ist Division, he descended into the valley, 
and rode over it in the direction of the Guards* Before we 
had got half-way we saw the 1st Division and the Eussian 
columns approaching towards one another, at a distance of 
60 yards apart; the brigade of Highlanders having been 
hcoi^^t round so as to take the Bussian columns in flsoht the 
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whole division sent in a withering volley, which perfidy 

sta^ered the RiLssians, literally knocking over every man in 
their two front ranlcs. Tlie encniv stopped, fired a randoTii 
voUev, luniLul, and lied, without anotluT attoinpt at staying 
the victorious course of the British troops. Tb*' nionient the 
Eussiaiib turned, down went the hayonets, and the whole 
division charged np the hill, dashing thrnup;h tiie battery, and 
captui ing a, gun which some Kuiisian an illerymen were in the 
act of carrying off. Cheering as they went, they bayoneted 
hundreds of the flying enemy. They were followed by the 
Light Division, which had been re-formed, and even aseiBted 
the let Division in repeUixij^ the advance of the Rassiaa maseea 
of infantry. The 2nd Division advanced also, and charged up 
the valley ; they captnred a gun and limber complete, besides 
driving ^e enemy like sheep before them. All onr artillery 
were now over the river, and came into action on the knolls 
and high ground at intervals in the valley, the retreating 
enemy losing hundreds of men £rom our accurate and oonse* 
quently destnictivc fire. 

In the mean time our allies had canned all before them; alter 
a most sanguinary stniti;<;lc at the unfinished stone tower of 
which I told you, they succeeded in driving the enemy off the 
field. The Russians, beaten everywhere, retreated as last as 
possible. Many hundred men threw away their arms and 
aooouti-ements to &cilitate their flight; and as the Allies 
advanced, they found the ground strewed with muskets, knap- 
sacks, cartonch-bozes, great-coats, and helmets, long after the 
killed and wounded had ceased to &I1. 

On the fuHher heights, about a mile and a half from tiie 
Alma, the British troops ceased their pursuit. And Ihen arose 
such a cheer! — a cheer from 20,000 victorious men [—even 
some of the poor wounded fellows joined in it. I shall never 
forget that cheer as long as I live ; it was indeed thrilling ; I 
almost pitied the fdlen enemy, it must have been so j^allingto 
them, as I heard a man of the (auards say to a eomrade, ** I 
say, l>ill, pleasant for them poor devils (pointing to some 
wounded liussians) hearing onr chaps cheer so." The men 
were tired, and many almost exhausted for want of water. 
Lord Kaglan rode up and down the lino of troops, the men 
cheering him vociferously. There was such a shaking of 
hands ; one felt veiy choky about the throat, and very much 
inclined to cry, as one wrung the hand of a fHend ; and God 
bless jon, old fellow — so glad to see you all right ! and like 
expressions, were heard on eveiy side between brother officers* 
It was a touching sight to see the meeting between Lord 
jRagbm and Sir Colin Campbell. The latter was on foot^ as hia 
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hoTBli had been killed in the earlier pait of the aetion. ITo 

went up to bis Lordship, and, with tears in his eyes, shook 
hands, saying it was not the first battle-field they had won 
together, and that now he had a favour to ask, namely, that as 
his J licrhlanders had done so well, he might be allowed to 
claim Uie privilege of wearing a Scotch bonnet. To this Lord 
liaglaii gave a smiling jiiisent ; and, after a few more words of 
friendblii}) on both nides, they parted to their several duties. 

The brigade of light cavalry had taken no part in the battle, 
having watched the flank of the aimy. But now they arrived 
on tli6 left of the Higblaudm, having been oidered up some 
time previous, together with a troop of horse artillery, which 
advanced somewhat and fired a few rounds into the Mill re- 
treating Bosdan columns ; but, although at first they did great 
execution, the enemy were soon out of range, so they wore not 
able to do tlu m more harm. Lord Kaglan now ordered the 
brigade of Guards, 2nd Division, and 4lh Division which had 
taken no part in the action), up the opposite' heights, com«- 
manclino; the road to Sevastopol. The ca\ airy went in front 
of the infantrj'^, and from some miseonoeption of orders no 
prisoners were allowed to be taken. An officer of the 8th 
Hussars, who was somewhat in advani-e widi his truop, and 
who had captured some 60 or 70 Russians soldiers, was ordered 
to let them go again, quite as iimch to the astonishment of the 
Russians who had been taken, as of the Hussars who had 
captured them. The battle was over at 20 minutes to 4 p.Mw 
by my watch : that is to say, the last cannon-shot was fired at 
that moment by ihQ Russians, but far out of range. I suppose 
it had been intended as a defiance to vbb. 

Ko thing struck me more during the day than Jjord Baglan's 
wonderful calmness and presence of mind during the whole 
battle. He rode everywhere, with round shot, ^ell, and 
musket-balls flying about him, with an indift'erenco that was 
really remarkable; never got apparently excited in voice or 
manner, and might just m well have beeis i !(liii<r in h'otten 
liow in Hyde Park. Shortly after on these heights Lord 
Kaglan met Marshal St. Amaiid, where, after mutual congratii* 
lations, liord lia}i;lan wished very much that some pursuit 
sht^uld be made of the retreating Kussian army. He offered 
our cavalry, and i think two or three batteries of artillery, but 
said the infantry had suflered so much that Ihey could not 
well advance without weakening too much the English force. 
Marshal St. Araaud rej^ied that he could send no in&ntry, 
and that his artillery had exhausted their ammunition : indeed 
.he appeared to think that quite enough had been done. Lord 
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Baglan saw there was no help for it, and therefore much 
against his will gave up the pursuit. The French had upwards 
of 12,000 men who had never been aetimlly engajred, besides 
the division of Turks (60UU men) : when is we liml (nily the 
3rd Division and a portion of tli« 4tli, in aii |ierhaps 7u<)() 
men, that had not taken a part in the action ; in fact, not niuro 
than sufficient for the immediate necessities of the camp. It 
v,iui a <^rmt error on the part of the I'rench, and one of which 
they repented when it was too late. The enem}' had so large 
a body of cavalry (about 3000 regnlora, besides as many more 
GoMack irregnliu^), that it iroiild have been madness to haya 
sent onr small force alone» oonsisting of some 900 horses, all 
of whom were mooh fagged with the three previous days' 
work, besides whioh, if our cavalry were absent, in the event 
of any Cossacks appearing in our rear, we shonld have been 
obliged to have kept all our infantry under arms, and the 
troopB would have been perpetually harassed. Indeed I am 
not sure that, except w ith a large force, much could have been 
done against the retreating anny, for after the fii*st mile or so 
they got into mmv order, and placed heavy masses of infantr)" 
and artillery in tlu ir rear, who had never taken part in the 
battle™ in fact, the reserve troops. 

On the further heights now occupied by the British troops 
a Russian general named Shokiuioii was taken prisoner, and, 
when f^ord Raglan and his Staff came up, he was sitting on 
one of the gun-limbers of Captain \\ odehouso's battery, looking 
perfectly comfort^ible. On being questioned, he said that he 
was a general of one of tiie reserve brigades, and that he had 
been thrown from his horse, and being an old man oonld not 
get on again without help, and as his men were all then re- 
treating as &st as possible he could obtain no assistance, so he 
lay down on some straw, where he was taken prisoner by some 
of our artilleiymen. He stated that the Kussians had about 
42,000 infantry on the ground, about 80 or 90 guns, and 6000 
cavalry ; that they had come to fight against men," not 
** devils and finished his account by saying, that, as he was 
an old and almost useless man, he hoped the English general 
would send him to Sevastopol, or sdlow him to follow his 
comrades. Lord Raglan replied that was ini}M ssible, but that 
he would be taken great care of, and e^ t 7 y rrsjiect shown him, 
and, as the accommodation in camp would not ]>e first-rate, he 
should go immediately on board ship, and he would semi liim 
to the English Admiral, who would receive liim with all 
hospitality. The poor soul said he had never been on board 
ship in his life, and had a particular aversion to the water. 
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^Nevertheless that evcninj^ ho was sent down to the shore and 
taken on board the " Ap^amomnon," where {Sir Jbldmund Lyons 
put liiiii np and treated him like a friend.* 

The French have taken a private carriage, ^vliich tlicy say 
belonged to Prince Menchikoff, who, it appeaib, commanded 
in person. In this carriage have been found a quantity of 
papers, but, fi-om the last account i have heard from one of the 
Marshal's staff, they are not of the importance that was at firtit 
imagineil. In faot it ja Teiy doubtfal whether it was really 
Meiiohikoff*8 carnage ; far more likely to have belonged to one 
of his attendants, especially as it is uie moat scmbby concern 
you ever saw, not in the least like the great heavy, lumbering, 
though comfortable carriages, in which I have always seen 
the upper classes in Russia travel. 

Towards 6 o'clock Lord Kaglan returned to the Alma river, 
after having seen the troops take up their ground and bivouac 
on the site of the Russian camp of tlie nioTTiing of that day. 
Going over the field of battle was a dreadful sight, every^'here 
toni and mangled bodies of brave soldiers, Knglish, French, 
and Russians, but three of the latter to one of the two former. 
In some places where the fight had been hotly contended, the 
dead and dying were lying on one another, and their groans 
and piteous cries for water were heartrending. Lord Raglan, 
till a late hour at night, was giving orders and instructions fi)r 
the accommodation of the wounded, (hie of his two tents was 
given up for the use of some wounded and sick officers. The 
remaining houses in the village of Bourlick were turned into 
field hospitals, and here might be seen the surgeons hard at 
work at their terrible but merciful duty, their arms covered 
with blood, the floors strewed with limbs just amputated, and 
slippery wiih. gore. The enormous number of wounded quite 
overpowered the unof^^sing efforts of the medical officers, who 
worked all night without rest, and manv were quite knocked 
np, and had to give in for a certain time. The first night 
b<3tween 400 and 500 wounded were brought into the field 
hospitals, but this was or\]\ a third of the British; there were 
from 900 to 1000 Russians lying about in all diiections. The 
cholera was also at work and swept off many who had taken 
part in the batUe. Poor General Tylden (commanding the 
Boyal Engineers) died of it during the night. 

About 7 o'clock in the evening General Torrens arrived 
witb his brigade of the 4th Division, having cleared the beach 
at Ealamita Bay the day previous, but, as it was late in the 

* He was afl«nrards sent to Scataxi, and died two nunths kter (I thiDk) of 
cholen. 
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afternoon wlien tiaey started, they ooiild only march a few 
miles, and bivouacked, T fliink, near the village of Tagailii. 
The morning of the 20tli they marched at dayhrcak, and 
General Torrens made cTcry effort to ^ret up ii) time for the 
action, which he felt sure would take place or\ the Alma, bnt 
without success. Tliey picked up a great many ntragglers on 
the march; and as these men were more or less ill, the day 
hot, and there was no water, they could not march fast, and 
consequently the brigade did not arrive until the evening. 
Strange to say, they never heard the firing, and, until they 
arrived at tke Alma, did not know that an action had been 
fought. General Torrens was dreadfully cut up when he 
heard the frightful loss of his old regiment, the 2did Fusileers, 
8 officers killed and 5 wounded, besides nearly 200 casualties *' 
in the ranks. I had not seen him to speak to since his coming 
out to the East, so I went up to him ; he shook me most 
warmly by the hand, and said, " Ah ! this is the place to meet 
again, my dear fellow, on the field of batde, after so brilliant 
a victory."* 

You ^vill have observed that I have not mentioned anywhere 
in this letter the bravery showii by any of the English geuerals 
in partif'ular. I have purposely refrained from it, as it wouid 
be pre>.iuaptuou8 for me to do so, for I cannot pretend to be 
any judge ; and you will see in Lord Eaglan's despatch those 
he thinks most worthy of mention. Nevertheless there wei« 
three who attracted the attention of every looker-on-^-Sir 
George Brown, Genercd Penne&ther, and General Co^ngton ; 
they all, by their example, voice, and gesture, in encouraging 
their men, made themselves particularly conspicuous. 
Pray don't fancy I mean by this that any <rf the others were 
wanting in either of these qualities. Where all behaved so 
well it is perhaps not fair to particularize, but certainly these 
throo were especially remarkable. I lay down late at night 
dead tired, and in spite of the excitement of the past day, and 
the many feelings aroused in my mind, fell asleep in a few 
momenta, but not l>eini e, T trust, I had returned humble and 
grateful thanks to God for his mercies of the day. 

I was up at daybreak on the morning of the 21st, and, 
filling my flask and a bottle with weak brandy and water, I 
salli^ out to walk over the field of battle. The poor wounded 
were far more quiet than the previous evening; many doubt- 

• Gonoral Tarrem, afterwards Sir Arthur Torrons, K.C.li., for hisdiita^nished 
service ;it Inkonnann, where he was bmlly woundetl. He died in Paris in An<rnst, 
iSbbf from the efiecii* of this wound, and was buried with military honours at tho 
** Fire la <^udfe/' rqrntted by all who knevr him for bis great quaUties of iniiid» 
and oonraga and eoolDess under fire. 
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lem bad died dming Uie night, and manj were too ezliaiisted 
and weak to do more thiiu moan. I foimd all glad of some- 
ihing to drink, and my little store was soon finished, and then 
I went back for more. Although it was only just light, 
numbers of our men were going about among the wounded, 
^ving them drinks of water from their canteens. Many told 
me they had been doing so all the pa.st night. God bless 
them for it! Jt was a horrible Kceno— death in cvory s]ia])6 
and form. I particularly observed that tht>se ^iiot through the 
heart or forehead appeared all to have died with a hmilo on 
their facets, generally .-speaking lying flat on their backs, with 
the anm> spread out and the legs rather apart. Some looked 
80 happy, poor fellows ! that one felt comforted, and thought 
that tiiey, at least, were now where no sorrow is. Those who 
appealed to have died m the greatest pain were shot through 
the stomach ; these had always their legs and arms hent, and 
with all the expression of agony on their faces. 

But X will not tell you anymore of these dreadful details ; I 
could wTitc a Tolume of instances of the noble fortitude of the 
wounded, and the numberless instances of kindness and con- 
sideration of the men towards their wounded comrades, and 
how one less wounded than another would assist him to move 
or place himself in a less ]»ainful position. One man, w^hose 
leg was dreadfully shattered with grape-shot, and to whom T 
ottered some drink (it was the last di*op in the bottle), said, 
** Oh, Sir, if you would give it to that poor chap there ! he has 
been very bad ail night; he is shut through ihe chest; may he 
a drmk would make him easier." I went to the man indicated, 
and finind him hardly conscious ; howcTer, he swallowed what 
i offered him, and gave me a smile of thanks that was worth 
any amount of trouble to receive. I fear he must soon after 
have died, as deuSi was stamped on his countenance then. I 
was anxious to do something for the man who liad so generously 
given up the last drop in my bottle for his dying comrade. I 
was by this time a mile from Head-quarters and the river, and 
it was getting late ; I did not know whether 1 should not be 
wanted for some duty or other. I could not, therefore, go 
and got ,'Luy more drink and return, as it would take up so 
much time. To my delight, I saw a party of men >virh 
stretchers shortly after, and in a few minutes had the satis- 
fection of seeing my friend being carried to the lios]>ital, 
where ho would get eyery attention as iar as ciicumstancea 
would admit. 

In the course of the morning there was a conference between 
Marshal St. Amaud and Lord Kaglan ; the former wished much 
to advance and follow the enemy. To this Lord Kaglan would 
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not listen ; he said he had nearly 3000 wounded English and 
Biusians, and that, as we were over thiee miles from the sea, 
it was quite impossible to move them all on board ship under 
two days. The Marshal said he had lost over 1 200 men hors d» 
combat, and out of that number 1000 wounded had already 
been moved on board ship, or would be so by the evening. 
I say, that is what tlie Marshal mid ; but eveiybody else said 
it was a great exaggeration. 1 know General Forey, who went 
over the whole of their field of battle, put their loss at between 
700 and 800 at the outside ; but he also added, that since 
leaving KalamitaBay they had lost nearly .300 men dead fioin 
cholera : and it was stated bv several French officers that this 
number had been added to the list of killed and wounded at 
Alma I It appears strange that, if the French had 1200 men 
hot^a de combai, they should only have three ofiEksers killed, 
which is all the Marshal admits. It is notorious that the 
French officers always go in front of their men, and con- 
sequently are much exposed. The greater portion of the 
Frencli wounded fell within a mile from the beach ; and they 
also had a number of large waggons, not ambulance waggons, 
but store waggons, and these they used to carry down the 
wounded from the heights to the sea-shore ; they were then 
transferred on board ship. 

On returning towards Head-qnartcrs Lord Haglan saw a 
French gun-limber drawn by six horses, stand itiii; a few yards 
from wliere the two liussiau gims that wo had captui-ed had 
l>eeu placed, so he sent one of his aides-de-camp and Vico to 
know w liat they wanted. M. Vico asked first of all one of the 
French drivers ; he answered, with the luost perfect imiocence, 
that they had coinu to fetch the gun. " What gun?" *• Oh ! 
one of the guns taken by the Eiiglish.'* Cool, rather, I think ! 
However, on M. Yioo asking a irench serjeant who had come 
in charge of the limber, he was sharp enough to say that he 
had been sent by the French general of artillery to take the 
caUbn of the gun ! A strange way of doing so, to send a 
Serjeant with a limber and six horses. There could be no 
doubt that they*came with the full intention of taking one of 
the guns away ; and, indeed, the Marshal almost admitted it to 
Lord Kaglan, for the next day he proposed that all trophies 
t^ken from the enemy should be equally divided between the 
two armies. This was not agreed to by T.ord Kaglan, who 
knfnv there would be endless disputes. Besides, it was an 
unheard-of thing, dividing trophies captured inaction. In the 
event of a fortihed place being taken after a combined attack 
of an allied force, the case would be different; then fl iibtless 
the trophies would be divided, in proportion to the nuuiber of 
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troops engaged by each power. To do our allies justice, I 
think they give ns the glory of the battle ; and they are loud 
in their praise of the bravery displayed by our soldieiB. We 
have certainly gained immensely in their estimation. 

Another Russian general officer was brought in this morning 
and placed in a tent at Head-quarters, close to which had 
been established the field hospital for the Busaian wounded. 
He was dreadfully wounded ; shot in the hip and bayoneted in 
the stomach. He is ^lajor-General Karganoff, and commanded 
one of the brigades in the battle that were driven back by the 
Guards. He was a fine-looking old man of some sixty years 
of age, and sutTered much during the earlier part of the day, 
but towards noon he became easier : mortification had set in, 
and, althoiigh dying, he wii^i in far less pam. ^Mr. Calvert, 
who I mentioned to you is attached to Head-quartors, and 
speaka Buasian perfectly, went and talked to him. General 
Eaiganoff said that he had one consolation, which was, that he 
had rec^ved his wounds from the Guards, from the Boyal 
English Guards I Oh ! " he said, with troops like those, 
jon can beat anything.*' He also said that he admired 
** the savages without trowsers," meaning, of course, the 
Highlanders. He talked much about his family — his poor 
wife and daughters, and hoped after his death that a few little 
things he had about hira would be sent to his friends. Of 
course this was promised to him.* 

600 sailors and marines were sent up from the fleet to help 
carry down the wounded 1o the hli MC. Nothing could exceed 
the cheerfulness, care, and k in lnoss with which they performed 
this tedious and laborious duty. 

The following day (the 22nd) was passed much in the same 



Bnasians though, who had fallen at some distance from the 
river. There were no less than 400 wounded fiussians 
brought into the field hospital close to Head-quarters during 
the morning, independent of over 300 that remained from 
yesterday, who had not yet been removed on board ship. The 
remainder of the dead were also being buried ; working-parties 
might be seen digging fresh pits, as a score or two more corpses 
were discovered in some out-of-the-way place. The Fame 
number of men w^ere sent from the tleet again to-day, and by 
the afternoon all the Enp;lish wounded were moved on board 
nhip. Tliere still remained some 760 Russian wounded, who 
could not be moved ; and as it had been decided that on the 

• I believe he died, poor man ! on board ship going down to Scutari. His wishes 
were complied with. T.nni Haitian had all his things seat, I thioJi, to Od«sWf 



way as the previous 




entirely 



where his iamilj^ lived at the time. 
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morrow the army should march, it was settled that thej 
should he left to the mercy of some of the inhabitants of a 
village higher »p the Alma river, who were told to take care 
of them; a qnaBrtity of food was also left; and a medical 

officer, Dr. Thompson of the 44th regiment, most nobly 
Yolimtcered to remain and giye his valuable assistanoe (pro- 
bably his life) to the humime office of relieving as far a& in 
him lay the suffering of these poor wounded creatui es. 

The army wore underarms at an eai'ly hour this moniing 
(the 23rd), but we did not actually march off till near 
7 o'clock. As w& turned onr backs on the battle-field, we 
thought with a sigh of the many noble hearts, the many dear 
Iriendii and gallant comrades, left buiied by the banks of the 
Alma river. 

The army advanced in the same order as before the battle ; 
we moved over the same kind of imdulating ground, not 
imlike the downs of Snssex— the French and Turks still on 
our light. The Russian retreat must have been made in better 
order than most had imagined, for there were not many traces 
of a beaten army. A good many helmets and kxiapsaeks. 
were to be t with, and occasionally a ghastly corpse, but 
altogether it did not give one the idea of a disorganized force. 
We arrived at the Katcha river by 11 o'clock, having only 
come about six miles. Lord Kaglan was for pushing on to 
the Belbcc, five miles farther, but Manshal St. Arnaud objected, 
I believe chiefly as he wants to land large reinforcements that 
have arrived from Vama for the Fi'eneh army. I hear the 
kScotcli Greys and 57th regiment have arrived, which will be 
an acce})table reinforcement to us. The gi'eater poi-tion of the 
aniiy have bivnuaeked on the hills south of the Katcha. Tlio 
cavalry have been sent in advance to occupy a village some 
two miles on. The 4th Division hold the heights north of the 
river. Lord Raglan and the general staff have quartered 
themselves in the pillaged and partially rained houses of this 
village, EskeL Here are the most beautiful vineyards and 
fruit-gardens I ever saw. It is much to be feared that the 
men will make themselves ill, they eat such an amount of 
fill if. It is certaxnly very difficult to resist; the grapes are 
delicious, and every sort of frnit is to be found — peaches* 
plums, melons of every sort and kind ; apples, pears, quinces, 
and, except the three latter, all ripe ; yet — ^will you believe 
it ? — I have seen numbers of our men eating unripe apples, in 
preference to some of the finest gi-apes 1 ever tasted, in the 
same garden. It is nseless lemon strafing with them. 1 told 
several that it was the snrtist way of getting cholera. It bad 
no effect, they would go on eating just as one used to do at 
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scliool. There lias been an attempt to put sentries xonnd 
some of the gardens; bnt the men manage to evade them, and 
carry away their havresaoks full of fruit. 

I have jnst heard that Lord Raglan has received a despatch 
from Sir Edmund Lyons, brought itp to Head-quarters from 
the "Agamemnon** by Lieut. Maxse, informing him that the 
Bussian»-have simk five line-of-battle ships and two frigates 
across the entrance of the harbour of Sevastopol I That looks 
like a desperate defence. 

1 muat now bring this to a conclusion. You ^vill probably 
see a liundred accounts of the battlu of Alma in the news- 
paper8, all of which will diflfer in their descriptions of each 
act of that bloody drama: many no doubt much better than 
mine ; bnt I think on the whole what 1 have stated is correct, 
although there may be occasional errors. We marioh from 
here to-morrow morning for the Belheo. This will leave 
to night I hope with the despatches which Lord Haglan sends 
home by Loid Bui^hersh, his first aide^e-camp. — Adieu ! 

F.S. — As I have just seen the Adjutant* Greneral's return of 
ihe casualties, I enclose the grand total. 

JOXML WoanM. SCtirios. 







73 


0 






95 


0 


Drummcrb, rauk tuiU tile 




1444 


18 




353 


1612 


18 



Tobil .. .. 1983 casualties. 
HonBs, 26 kiUed. 



CHAPTER V. 

B«Udclava — Katcha and BeilMC — Headquarters — Council of War — Proposi- 
tions — Sir John Burcroyne — Flank march — V^iew of Sevastopol — Khutor 
Mackenzie — Surprise of iiussiim hu'r-jacje — Night bivouae — Lieut. Ma.xse, 
R.N. — Geooese caiitie — Surrender ot' Balaklava — Arrival of Sir Edmuad 
Lyons — Women — Piisoncrs — Lord Kaglw's house — Harbour — " Agamem- 
non " ^ Hospitals — Resignation of Marshal St. Aroaud — Departure for 
France— Geiraral Canrobert — French cupidity — Encampment of army — 
^cad-qnarters before JSeva^topol — " BerthoUet ** — Allied camjis — Recoil* 
nais^ance on heiglits of Inkeraiaun — Death of Marshal St. Amaud — Alarm — 
Breaking ground — liedoubts — Trenches — Batteries — Naval brigade — Ac- 
curate aim — First parallel — MoDa|tei7 of St, George — Turkish works — 
Morning in trenches. 

BalaUava, 28th Sepfembcr, 1854. 

We arrived here two days ago, having thus secured a base to 
commence operations against SeTastopol, and land tke siege 

a 
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traiiiy &o., for the reduction of that place. But before entering 
into any detaiU as to future proceedings I will give you an 
account of our doings since the date of my last letter. It was 
on Sunday, tlie 24th inBti^nt, that we quitted the Jvatrha, and 
iTitii clifnl about midday towards tlie valley of the Belbec river. 
Thr reason of our stalling so late in the day w^is, that a large 
number of troops were landed early in the morning, viz. Bome 
7000 French infantry, our Scotch Greys and 57th regiment, and 
it was to give them time to join their respective divisions, &c., 
that the march of the army was delay td. The same relative 
position of the allied forces was adopted as before, but, the 
ground being less open and not so even, it was found best to 
move the tmips in colunms of regiments instead of brigades. 
The troops were thus brought more alon^ide one another, and 
consequently bloser toget&r. Great fnltemizing took place 
between the men, especiallj the Guards and Zouaves, who 
seem to have a mutual admiration for one another* The day 
was intensely hot, and no one was sorry to find the march very 
short — between five and six miles. 

The valley of the Belbec is far finer than anything we had 
yet seen : there were trees in abundance on both sides the 
river ; inriny good houses, I believe generally villas, belong- 
ing to tiie richer inhabitants of Sevasiopol : beautiful vine- 
yards and orchards, far 8urpa.ssing even the fniitful banks of 
the Katcha. The whole army crossed the river by a stone 
bridge at the village of Belbec. It is strange the liussians 
never destroyed this bridge, for had it been done we hliuuld 
have had considerable difficulty in making another, and the 
river was rather deep to ford without great inconvenience. 
At any rate it would nave retarded our advance for probably 
half a day, if not more. The entire army 'crossed over the 
river and took up a position on the heights on the south side, 
with the exception of Sir George Cathcart's division and the 
4th Light Dragoons, who remained as beibre to guard the rear 
of the Allies. Lord Kaglan and his personal Staff occupied a 
very pretty villa ; it had been most wantonly plundered, and 
much handsome furniture, pictures, mirrors, books, and china 
were strewed about in all directions ; everything was broken and 
rendered useless. Who were the ])er]^etrator8 of this wanton 
act it is difficult to say ; some said the Cossacks, othci*s— antl 
I l>elieve they were in the right — said the Zouaves had 
done it. 

It was quite extraordinary^ to see the (quantity of fiuit that 
our men eat ; no number of sentries, no warning from their 
officers. M ere uf the least use ; fniit they would have somehow 
or other, it coat many u ^uor feiiuw iub liic : the cholera in- 
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creased greatly, and ih4 number of deaths doubled durixig the 

rest of tlie march. 

During the night the T?iissians gave iis an alarm, which only 
had tlie effect of getting the men under aitns for five minutes : 
the enemy fired a few random bhots from one of their forts; 
one caiinon-ball came whizzing over Ilead-cpiai'ters, fell harm- 
Iciis, but had the effect of jnitting many of us on the quivive for 
a quarter of an liour. Nothing more coming, we were soon in 
the land of di eams again. 

The folloTiiring morning, the 26th, Lord Haglan went early, 
accompaiiied by the general officers of his Staff, and bad a long 
consultation at the French Head -quarters, which was some- 
what in advance of the viUage of Belbec, on an eminence in 
rear of the ground taken up b}- the French troops. Marshal 
St. Arnaud was so ill that he could take but little part in the 
oonference. He this morning resigned the command of the 
French army to General Canrobert, who, as it was always 
imagined, had authority from the Emperor, in the event of any- 
thing happening to the Iklarshal, to take the command -in-chief 
of the French army ; he therefore took the Marshal's place at 
the conierence. His appointment is a popular one ; his 
bravery is without question, and he is esteemed one of their 
best generals. There are two general offrcers in their army 
here who aie benior to him, viz. General Forey and General 
Horns. 

But to zetam to the oonferences. The point to be discussed 
"was, in what manner Sevastopol should be attacked. Here 
were the Allies onlj 4 miles from that town, and yet it waa 
very difficult to say which was the best mode of advancing on 
the place so as to attack it with a good chance of success, or, 
in the event of a repulse, to have a safe base on which to re- 
treat, I understand some of the generals wished for an imme- 
diate assault to be made on the forts on the north side, and 
when in possession of them they were under the impression 
that Sevastopol would be in our power : but this was thought 
rather a desperate mode of }M\)Cf cding. The French had care- 
fully i-econnoitred these wurkh ( having tliem in their imme- 
diate front), and deckired that it wiiis im})raoticable to attempt 
to capture them by a coup-de-main, and positively refused to do 
so. The most powerful outwork of Sevastopol, called by us 
the Star Fort," was in the centre of the plateau then befoi^ 
us. Being a regular work of considerable extent, in fact a 
small fortress or citadel, it would in all probability require a 
regular 8ieg;e to reduce it. As it was situated on ground fax 
above the sea, our fleets would not be able to render any assist- 
ance. Besides these objections, in the event of breaking 
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ground on the north Bide there would he great difficulty in 

landing the necessary stores and the siege-triiins, the only 
place availahle being the month of the nver Belbec, which 
was within range of the guns from the " Star Fort," besides 
being at the present moment completely commanded by hat 
is called the " Wasp" battery — one very difficult to take from 
its peculiar position. At this place landing conld only b© 
etiected in line weather : and even then, if the M'ind was 
strong on shore, it wmild be impracticable, po that wo nhould 
stand a chance of Ijeirig cut oil" I'rom our supplies. Iliei'e Avas 
another di-awback to the plan of attacking the north side, 
which was, that on our left flank was a dense wood extending 
some miles inland. We should consequently have been 
obliged to keep large numbers of troops pci*petually in it to 
present the enemy from collecting in force under its cover, 
and so attacking our flank and rear* One other objection to 
the plan was, that^ even in the event of onr getting immediate 
possession of all the works on the north side, it was very qnes* 
tionable whether the south side wonld he in our power. The 
batteries that defended the south were equally masBiTc and as 
well armed as those on the north side, and we should only 
have the advantage over them of a few feet elevation. In 
course of time we might batter down the town, possibly only 
the nearer part ; but that would not necessarily compel the 
enemy to surrender or evcTi nhandon the position. 

All these objections having been taken into consideration, 
it was resolved not to sit do\m before the north side ; there 
was, therefore, no alternative left but to attack the south. 
Then came the question of how to get there. It was proposed 
by the French that the ai-my shonld force its way down the 
road which leads across the head of the harbour of Sevastopol, 
and between the two Inkermann lighthouses, and, following 
that road, gain possession of the phkteau beyond, which ex<*> 
tended all the way to the sea. To this there was one great 
objection, viz. that we should be exposed to an awlEul fire from 
the ships in harbour whilst crossing its head, and also that the 
Eussians would be made immediately aware of our intentions. 
Sir John Burgoyne then brought forward a paper proposing 
that a flank movement should be made by the Allies that they 

* liOrd Raflan Iiad Ijefore thought of a movement of thU kind, he lad 
always contmplated the impracticability of InylDe sieffe to Sevastopol on any butr 

on the south i-Me. Sir Johi. Rurgorne, wifh cifnt aliility, nTcv oiil in detail the 
proposal for the celobniteii Mani< man-h. Acconliiig to military iisa^^e, a strate- 
gical movement was not in Sir John liurgoyne's department ; but being a pi-eli- 
minary to a ^egt, it was thimght tbat it should anaaate finom the Chief of the 
rnuitip* rs rather than from the Qaartennaster^eiieial, to whose jttovmce it pro- 
jperly belonged. 
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diould moTeoff in tfa easterly direction, gain the Iiigli road 
from Sevastopol to Batcfai*SeTai, and then turn south and 
march on Bataklava, which, taken bj surprise, would doubt- 
less &11 witiu>ut much loss into our hancU. We should in this 
manner possess a liarbour said to be admirable ; or, if that was 
not found practicable, we had still only to advance and take 
possession of the bays near Cape Chersonese, which woxdd form 
good harbours for landing stores, and for the requirements of 
^e army. There was another advantage in this proposition, 
namely, that the enemy would in all probability be completely 
misleci by the flank movement. They would probably imagine 
that we were marching on Ratchi-iSerai, so as tot cut off iSevas- 
topol from assistiince or hup|)lies. This paper of Sir John 
Burgojne's was strongly seconded by Lord liaglaii, aud, i be- 
hove, was also highly approved of by Marshal St. Ai-naud 
and General Bieot (the French chrf du corps du genie). It was 
finally settled that the flank mo^ment should be immediately 
put into execution, and, as the English were on the left^ they 
urere to lead the way. The direction to be taken was souths 
east, along a range of heights that overlook the ruins of In- 
kermann and the Tchemaya river, until we arrived at the 
zoad before mentioned ; the army was then to follow the road 
down the heights into the plains below, and, after crossing the 
Tchemaya river, advance on Balaklava. Infonnafion of the 
' intended movement waw sent to the admirals, that they might 
co-operate with the land forces in tho event of opposition being 
made by the enemy to our taking possession of any of the 
harbours before mentioned. 

Our cavalry were now in dLrrd in advance through tho wood ; 
then followed the artilleiy of the Light and 1 st Divisions along 
a sort of track — ^it could hardly be eddied a road. The artillery 
was protected cm its left flank by the 2nd battalion of Rifles ; 
behind them came the Light Division and 1st Division in 
polumn of regiments ; then the 2nd; then the 3id. These 
were followed by the French and Turks : the division of Sir 
George Cathcart as usual protecting the rear. The infantry 
had very hard work marching through the wood, especially 
those in front, llie road was left entirely for the artiUeiy and 
the baggage of tho armies. 

During the time the army was getting into motion, Lord 
Eaglan and his St<iff rode on towards Sevastopol to reconnoitre 
the works. The first glini] st; wo had of the town from the 
land was certainly very hUiking; there appeared a great 
number of stately buildings, some of large size, probably 
barracks. Then there were several handsome churches, and 
many large private iiuujaus with green roofs to them. All the 
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buildingiB were of white stone, and, with the sun on them, 
quite dazzled one. The extensive harbour looked beaatiful ; 
uie water so quiet and so bine ; the remainder of the fleet 
which had not been sunk riding at anchor with the Bnssian 
ensign flying from their peaks. There seemed little movement 
either in the town or harbonr ; and although onr Stafl* must 
have been conspicnous, and we were within easy range of 
their heavy guns, they took no notice of us. 

After a careful reconnaissance of tlie town, Lord TJaglan 
followed tlie road which the artillery had been ordered to take, 
and, trotting on, placed himself at the head of the cohimn on 
the line of march. After pi t n i eding for about 4 miles through 
the forest, the trees became thinner, and it was evident that 
we should soon be clear of it. Lord Eaglan had been for 
some time wondering thiit we had not come upon the cavalr)% 
who had been ordered in advance, and therefore seut two of 
the officers of his Staff into the wood on our right to try and 
find them. Two hnssars of the escort and a Btaff officer were^ 
a hundred yards or so in advance of the Head-quarter Staff; 
these all at once came back, and reported that there were 
Bnssian troojps on a road just in firont of them. General 
Airey rode forward with his aide-de-camp to see what they 
were, and, xetnming in a minnte, annonnced that it was evident 
we had come upon a Bnssian convoy or troops on the line of 
march, as there were numbers of waggons ^arded by in&ntry 
passing northwards along a road at right angles to the one by 
which wo wore marching. Lord Raglan sent again some of 
his Staft' to search for the cavalry, and also to hurry up the 
2nd battiilion Rifles, who were close by in the \v(u n\ t<» tlio 
left, and the Light Division in their rear. The hoi"se artillery 
were ordered to be in readiness to advance immediately the 
cavalry got up ; and Lord Raglan's escort, consisting of a 
troop of the 8th Hussars, under the command of Captain 
Chetwode, wore thrown out in skirmishing order in front. 
After a pause of a few moments the vanguara of the cavalry 
came up, and just at the same moment the Bussians got the 
alarm and began to run ; directly it was seen that they were 
taking to flig&, it was very properly supposed that they were 
not in force, so the cavalry that had arrived were sent in 
pursuit, and a troop of horse artillery. The guns opened 
from some rising ground on the fugitives, causing them some 
loss. One party of Russians rallied for a moment, and gave 
Captain Chetwode's troops a volley ; but as every bullet went 
over their heads, they must have been too frightened to take 
the least aim. The Russians abandoned all their waggons, 
and £ed into the woods on either side the road, where many 
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"WQTd followed by our men, and killed, or taken prisoners, 
according to the amount of resistance tbey displayed. The 
Scotch Greys, especially, seemed determined to make up for 
nut havin^i; been at Alma, by pursuing the enemy with great 
persevei^iiK c into tlie thickest parts of the woud near th«' nv-id, 
'riiis w;is (oiitinued for a distance of 2 miles along the road, 
until, coming to a steep hill, ■svhich descended into the valley 
of the upper Belbec, it was thouo:ht best to recall the tioops. 
A large quantity of baggage thius fell into our hands ; I believe 
about 70 waggons and carts, out of which were G for small-arm 
ammunition ; these, as being quite tiseless to us, were ordered 
by Lord Baglan to be destroyed, and were acooidingly blown 
up by Captain Fortescue of the Boyal Artilleiy, and made a 
grand explosion that shook the ground for a long distance. It 
must have had a pleasing effect on our enemies. The rest of 
the waggons chiefly oontained black bread for the troops, of 
no great value. There were also seyeral carts belonging to 
officers of the 12th Hussars. We took a few prisoners, 
amongst whom was a Russian officer, a captain of artillery, 
who was found seated on a baggage wag*:;* tn rpiite dnink. He 
had a champagne bottle in his hands, which lie offered to us, 
only unfortunately it was empty. I heard that some were 
lucky enough to find a case of champagne, which you may be 
Bure was not long in being disposed of. We captured but few 
horses, as, directly the alarm spread among tin in, tlie iiussian 
diiTers out their traces and rode oS, Looking into the plain 
below us, we saw a veity lai^ force of infontry and artillery : 
it was variously stated at from 20,000 to 30,000 men. It 
appeared afterwards from Hie prisoners that this was the army 
under Prince Menchikoff, whom we had beaten at Alma, now 
on their retreat to Batchi-Serai and Simpheropol, having left 
Sevastopol at 3 o'clock that morning. 

The troops were allowed to pillage such of ihe waggons as 
did not contain an}i:hing of use to the commissariat or artillery ; 
and, consequently, in a few momenta the (X^'fund was strewed 
with ev( ry sort of thing — handsome Hussar uuifonns, rich fur 
cloaks, eveiy kind of under garment, male and female. Seveitd 
wigs I saw being oftered for sale, amidst the laughter of the 
men. French books and novels of an improper kind were not 
unfrequently met with in the baggage of the Russian officers. 
All these were offered for sale and disposed of to the highest 
bidder. The halt lasted for nearly two hours — the in&itiy 
piling arms In an open space near we spot where we first saw 
the Bussians. Here was a long low building, which was used 
as a barrack for troops on the march from Sevastopol to the 
interior ; it was something like a long open bam, and might 
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put under shelter . some 1200 men; there wafi also a large 
range of stabling, with room for 200 horses. This was what 
is marked on the maps " Khutor Maxikenzie," or Mackenzie's 
Farm. Our men, who had sulleied much from the want of 
water, were ahle here to liU their canteens from two wells 
foimd close to the buildings. 

About 4 P.U. the line of marcli was continued from the 
Jieights of Mackensde down the road into the plains below ; as 
we advanced into it the conntiy again assumed the same down- 
like appearance that it had worn previoua to our reaching the 
Belbeo river. The heights of Balaklava were to be seen some 
4 miles in our front. At the foot of the hill we were descend* 
jng runs the Tchemaya (or Black) river, a stream of some 
importance, seeing that it supplied the ducks of Sevastopol 
with water, by means of an aqueduct, which, beginning at the 
village of Tchorgnm, from there wtia canied, at an elevation 
jsome 1 0 feet above the river, until it reached the town, 

Tlie anny bivouacked by the Tchernaya, the centre l>eing at 
a stono bridge called " Tmctii*" on the maps ; the Light and 
1st Divisions crossing it, and occupying some high ground on 
the southern side ; the remainder staying on the north. Lord 
Baglan and Staff also bivouacked in the open air, close to the 
river. As none of his lordship's baggage had arrived, being 
«till in rear of the Fi-enoh and Turks, he was literally w<»«a 
• off than the rest of the army, as neither he nor any of the 
Head-quarter Staff had rations with them, with which of course 
every one else was provided. However, Captain Thomas, of 
the horse artillery, had found a side of wild boar on one of the 
captured Eussian waggons, and very politely sent Lord Bagla^ 
a leg. A fire was lit, and, one of the Hussars of Captain 
Chetwode's troop acting as cook, the leg was cut into slices, 
and it was not long before it was in a state to be eaten. 
Captain Chetwode, having fortimatdy received his three days* 
rations that morning, supplied us ail with some Iji.^uuit and 
rum, and also with a tin plate and a knife and iuik. Soon 
alter dusk might have been seen the Cummander-in-Chief, two 
general officers of his Staff and their aides-de-camp, all seated 
orosB-legged on the ground round a fire, eating away at half- 
oooked wild boar. We had to use our fingers iSce the natives^ 
as none of us had knives or forks, and of course Chetwode's 
plate, &o., were given to Lord Baglan. Although our repast 
was not very Bumptuous, we all enjoyed it exceedingly and 
were in the best of sjnrits. In ihe middle of our dinner 
Lieutenant Maxse, E.N., arrived on a troop-hoi'se, bringing 
with him the despatches from England and also from Sir 
Edmund Lyons to Lord Baglan, Masse had left the " Agftr 
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memnon" in the mcmiikg, landing at ihe Eaicha riyer, and 
•bad followed the amy np to our present position. Lord 
!Ra|2;lan was most anxious that the Admiral should be informed 
of his ai'rival so far, more especially as he wished for his co- 
operation in the attack on Balaklava the following morning. 
He could but ill spare any one of his personal Staff, as he 
would be likely to want them in the field the next day. 
Lieutenant Maxse th<)n came forward and volunteered to 
retrace his steps and ride back to the Katcha, and endeavour, 
if successful, to communicate with Sir Edmund Lyons. He 
accordingly started on hia tedioiifl and Laaaidoos ride, at abont 
,30 o'clock at night, on a troop-liorae of the 8th Hixflsars, 
accompanied \ij an orderly. There waa a very small and 
miserable stone hut close to the crater's edge ; in this Lord 
Baglan passed Ihe nighty his Staff sleeping round the ontside. 
After grooming my horse in the best way I could, I impped 
myself up in my cloak, and in 5 minntes was fast asleep. 

I awoke from the cold the following morning (the 26th) 
Boon after four o'clock, and gior>nied my horBC to wann myself 
and him. Chetwode again supplied iis with eatables in the 
fcihape of tea and susjar, and we got some i*ation8 from the C'om- 
missaiiat of tlie Ibt Division, so we made a very tolerable 
br^jakfast. The army got into motion soon after 7 a.m., and a 
advanced across the plain towards the heights of J >:i iMklava. 
It was dreadfully hot, and 1 wai* sliucked to see the number 
of men that fell out before we had marched three miles. The 
cholera waa itiging in the ranks, and many men died dnring 
that day. We reached the Tillage of Kadikoi, which is a mile 
in fkontof the harbour of Balaklava* at half-past 10 o^dock. 
It was quite deserted^ and all the houses emptied of every- 
thing that conld be of any nse to us. A portion of the Light 
Biviaioa was then ordered np the heights on the west of the 
harbour, and a part of the 2nd Division on to those on the east 
of the harbour ; Lord Kaglan and his Staff followed the road 
into tho town. The inffintry advanced, covered by a clorrd of 
Bkii"mishei"s, and c;ained the heights on both nidos the harbour 
without even seeing the enemy; Lord Tiaglan, therefore, rode 
on towards the entrance of the town. The general im})re«sion 
was that it also had been deHeiied ; we were boon undeceived on 
that point, by a shell that came flying from the old GenocKe 
castle at tho mouth of the harbour, right among the Head-quarter 
Staff : it was followed by several more, but &ey burst without 
doing any damage further than that Mr. Omrzon (assistant 
militaiy secretaiy) had his coat torn by a piece of shell, but 
without being hurt himself. Just at this time several much 
louder explosions were heard': these.came from the Agamemr 
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non,'' whicli was firing on the castle from (mtside the harboTir. 

A few minutes later and a small white flag was observed flying 
from the end of a mogket, held by a Rassian soldier close to 
the Genoese fort ; on this signal of surrender all firing ceased 
on both sides, and our Rifles were to be seen entering the old 
castle in triumph. Lord Raglan then entered the toMTi, and 
was met by the very few remaining iiiliabitants, who offered 
us bread and salt as a token of pjoodwill and friendship. 
Shortly after the commandant of the town came down from 
the old castle, and surrendered liimself and scarrison ; he had 
only two companies of men belonging to a Greek battalion, 
which usually gan isuncul Balaklava. There were, I think, 
14 or 15 ofl&cers taken prisoners, all belonging to this Greek 
TNittalion. We had not arrived more tban twenty minntes in 
the town before Her Majesty's steam-sloop Spitfire " came 
into the harbour, with Admiral Sir E. Lyons on board. He 
immediately landed, and going up to Lord Baglan oongratnlated 
him on the sncoessful termination of one of the most brilliant 
movements ever made by an army.* 

The commandant informed Lord Baglan that the wives and 
families of the oflicers we had taken, and numbers of women 
and children of the lower classes, had fled into the hills on the 
northem side on hearing of the advance of the Allies, and that 
he was fearful that they would fall into the hands of our 
soldiers before they could reach Sevastopol, and possibly meet 
with uncivil treatment ; he therefore begged Ltjrd Raglan 
to interfere in their behalf. Lord Raorlan immediately sent 
one of his aides-de-camp, accompanied by Mr. Cal\ ert, chief 
iutei'preter, and a Russian officer on parole (son-in-law of the 
commandant), to cross the harboui*, and endeavour to dis- 
cover these ragitivee, and persuade them to retain* under the 
assnranoe that no haim should oome to ihem. Jn an hour and 
a half the officers sent by Lord Baglan returned, bringing 
with them about 70 women and children, of whom some 7 or 
8 were wives of officers. At first the poor things were 
dreadfully frightened, but, on seeing that they were treated 
with the utmost respect and kindness, their confideno6 
returned. Lord Baglan had ordered that a sufficient number 

• It has been stated iu more than one account that Sir Edmund Lyous was 
much oppoMd to the fluik mardi," and stroi^ly nrgiiA Tarions reasons against it. 

This was not altoo^other the cuse. Sir Ktlmund Lyons, on first hearing it proposed, 
had eivr-i) it his opinion that it was a departure from the principle upon which 
the expedition bad been undertaken, viz. that of capturing Sevastopol by a cowp- 
demam. But no one appredated more than he did the masterij way in which the 
inoTemeot was executed ; besides, the manner in which Sir Edmund received 
Lord Kadnn on his arrival rtf Balaklava (as aboTtt stated) dearly shows that lia 
highly admired the tiank march." 
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of honsoB should be Bet apart for tbem« and Mntries placed 
round, so that they should not be in any way molested or 
insiilted. A great many'of them, seeing that the British soldier 
was not quite the repulsive creature they had &nciecl, asked 
to be allowed to return to their own houses, which was 
granted ; but most of the ladies went into a house all together, 
and were gnunled by KcntricH against intrusion, and rationed 
by the commissariat. It wjis Lord Kaglan's ini( ntion from the 
firet to send away all the women and children duectly a 
steamer was available to take them,* 

Lord Kaglan established his J lead-quarters at the house of 
the iatc commandant of lialuklava : that is to say, he occujjiud 
one room in it for himself, and a large room was appropriated 
as the militaiy secretary's office; the rest ci the house he 
allowed the Bussian commandant to retain for himself and 
ftmily, until their departure from the town. The aides-de-camp 
and ciher oflEuiers of his Staff camped themselyes in a wretched 
little kitchen-garden attached to the house. The baggage at 
last arrived, lale in the aflemoon. A detachment of the 
Guards was ordered into the town, to garrison it for the time 
being, and during the afternoon two war<«teamers and scTeral 
sailing transports oame into the harbour, so that the calm and 
peaceful waters were soon animated with numerous boats. 

I forgot to mention that the trophies wo took consisted 
onlv of 4 small brass mortars and (i rather curious breecth- 
load in c?: wall-pieces, made at Liege, and also the mnsketij 
belonging to the men tiken prisoners. They (with the 
exception of the old commandrmt and his son-in-law and 
lieutenant) were all put on board one of the steamers in the 
course of the afternoon. 

The position of the troops was as follows :-*-The Ist, 
2nd, and Id^t Divisions, and the brigade of cavalry, were 
bivouacked in the ^ain in front of BalaUava, supported by 
two divisions of the Trench amy. The drd and 4th Divisions 
were pushed on towards Sevastopolt and occupied some high 
ground 3 miles north of Balaklava, together with a large 
body of French troops. In the evening Lord Baglan had a 
consultation with General Canrobert, when the latter proposed 
that the allied armies should change their relative positions, 
viz. that the English, instead of being on the left, should take 
the right ; this the French urged we ought to allow, as, haTing 
obtained possession of Balaklava, we had a harbour in which to 
land our material, and that therefore they had only left to 

* It fthoold 1m stated, to the credit of the British tronps, that during the few 
(^ays the women remained in the town not « aii^lo inf»fliy!t of complaint waanuuia 
of anj sort or kind. 
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{hem Hie' "bays of Kamiesoh and Eazatoli, near Cape Cheats 
Bonese, for the eame purpose, and it would obvioualy he far 
more conyenient for them to he encamped as near as possihle 
to the spot where their stores, &o., would he landed. For 
these reasons Lord Baglan was induced to give way, and thna 
again occupy the most exposed position, while onr allies ai9 
proteoted on both flanks. 

Many men continued to be taken ill with cholera, brought 
on, T believe, to a great extent, by the quantity of fruit to bo 
iTiet with in the vicinity of lialaklava. 1 lieiird it stated that 
a French colonel, wJiosc Ijattalion was bivuuacked near a 
vineyard, sent parties uf men to gatlier all the giapes, and 
had thera brought to him, and saw them destroyed, in the hope 
that by so doing his men would be spared from the cholera. 

Early on the morning of the following day we were 
•stoniBlied by seeing H.M.S. ''Agamemnon" come gliding 
into the faarbonr, her immense form almost reaohing aoroas. 
She waa anohored olose to the shore, opposite Head-quarters. 
The harbour is Yery deep; on an average from 7 to 8 
&thoms. Lord Baglan went out early and made a reconnaia- 
sanoe of the ground in front of our position, and decided on 
the spots to be ooonpied by the English troops. The 8rd and 
4th Divisions were pushed forward to within 2000 yards of 
the works round Sevastopol. The French took possession of 
the Bay of Kamiesch and brought in some of their transports, 
and immediately commenced landing their siego-ti'ain. We 
did the same ; three large mailing ships came into Balaklava 
harbour, laden with siege material, and without loss of time 
their disembarkation was begun. Two liutij^iials have been 
established in Balaklava, one close to the water's edge, and 
the other (formerly a large government school) above the 
town; in wese two buildings there are already some 600 
siek, ohiefly oholera oases. 

Idaishal St. Amaud was brought into the town this afternoon 
in a very weak state, and accommodated with the best house 
to be foimd. He is to embark for France immediately, but is 
so ill that his medical attendants doubt his living to see it 
again. Although the town is garrisoned by the English, and 
it had been an agreed thing that the French troops were not 
to enter it, they nevertheless took advantage of the Mai-shal 
being there to bring in a battalion of Chasseurs and some 
Zouaves by way of a guard over the Marshars baggage, <fec. ! 
and of course began to commit excesses, pillaging and 
destroying eveiytliing they could find. However, it was not 
allowed to last long, for the English authorities interfered, 
and before night our troublesome allies were sent out of the 
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town, except a gaard of bonovr at the Maniliars qnarten. I 
most tell jon a little inBtanoe of the cool way in which they 
try to appropriate eTerything to themselTee. Dnring the ahoit 
time they were in the town, they disoovered the 4 Russian 
mortals that we took in the old Genoese fort above the 
harbonr, and which had fired on us when we adyanced towards 
the town. These mortars had not as yet been removed. A 
lai^e body of Chasseurs, under the command of their officers, 
proceeded to take them do^vTl, ntfoT-lx' disTep;ardinp^ the in- 
junctions of the English Fcntries. I'indinji; ('\p<»8tnlation 
useless, one of our men went and informed Sii- Edmund Lyons 
(Lord Raglan and almost all his Staff were out on the re- 
connaissance), who, 1 undeivtnnd, immediately landed a body 
of marine-s from the '* Agameuiuun." and tlifn quietly waited till 
the French, al'tor no little trouble, arrived with the mortars. 
He then went up to the officer in command, thanked him 
most politely for the trouble he had taken, and infoimed him 
that he had landed some marines to take possession of them. 
The Frenchman looked astoniahed, then foolish; bnt conld 
make no resistance to their being at once carried on board the 
*'Agammnon«" 

Tins morning (28th September) was taken np in writing, aa 
the mail goes this evening. Soon after 1 o*clock p.m. a Tartar 
peasant came into Balaklaya, and informed nn that a large 
army was marching on us from the interior - tliat he had left 
his village two hours before full of Cossacks, forming the 
advanced giiard, and as he came towards Balal<1ava he saw 
large bodien of troops behind him coming on. Lord Eai;l;iu 
and his Staff immediate! v rode out to the liigh ground on the 
plain in front of ]>alak]ava, calling on his way at General 
Caarobeii:'s tent— ho being encamped just at the head of the 
harbour, in a vineyard. The 1st, 2nd, and Lif^ht Divisions were 
got under anas in the course of a few miuutes, the cavulry 
and artillery turned out, and every preparation made to meet 
the expected attack. General Canrobert joined Lord Baglan 
On an eminence on Ihe right front of the town, and from which 
epot an extensive view could be obtained of the country 
before ns.* A careful reconnaisaance was made^ but no enemy 
could be discovered. The cavalry were then oidered to patrol 
in strong parties, but in two or three hours returned, with the 
like result. 

I have just come back from the 3rd and 4th Divisions* which 
axe, as I have already told you, before SevastopoL I was sent 

* This height wu always afterwwds known as " CaiinlMrt'f Bill," as it was 
here that Lord Raglan Biiit met General Canrobsrt i& hit capuitj as Commmdei^ 
in^^Siief of the if rmeh amy. 



Digitized by Google 



94 HEAB-QUABTERS. Csap. V. 



up with some oideiB to Sir B. England and 8ir G. Cathcart. 
I found the latter at his dinner, which had been twice most 
disagreeably interrupted by a ahell from the Kussian batteriea 
in 6oat of the town. Sir George had pitched his tent in a 
fitone-quany, and it was just in tront of it that he and his staff 
wei c partaking; of their dinner. All at once they heard " Whiz 
— whiz — whiz — WHIZ. BANG ! " and a shell exploded a few 
feet from them, to their intense disgust and the discomfiture 
of their dinner arrangements. On this being re])eated a second 
time, they tlioiiprht it more jirudent to shift their dining- 
place to a spot less attractive to Eiissiau shot and shell. 
Sir George Cathcart is all anxiety to assault the town, and, I 
believe, thinks he could take it with his division alone. I 
fear he is somewhat rash, and appears to wish to cut out a 
line of his om. 

I have thus endeaYoured to tell you the meet interesting 
events of tiie last few days, and in my next letter I hope to be 
able to give you an acoount of the oommenoement of the siege 
of Sevastopol, the capture of which plaoe is looked upon as 
oertain by the larger portion of the army. There are many 
who talk of our immediate occupation and the probable evBxm- 
tion of the garrison as a thing already arranged. 



Heaid-qaaiten belbre Sevastopol, Oct 7tli, 1854. 

Lord Baelan shifted his Head-quarters, on the 5th instant, 
from Balaldava to its present position. We are now about 

midway between Balaklava and Sevastopol,* at what was a 
sort of country villa, with large farm-buildings. Perhaps yon 
may be curious to know what kind of place it is. Hcture 

to yourself a low one-s'toricd white house, with a deep roof of 
red tiles, as the centre ; from each side of this rune, at right 
angles, a series of low cottages and sheds, built of iinid and 
stones, whitewashed, and roofed Mnth tiles. These ranges of 
buildings are joined together at the end by a low stone wall, 
the whole thus forming an enclosed space equal to about the 
size of Lowndes Square in London. There are rows of young 
trees on the two sides, between which arc ])itcbed our tents, 
the sheds and cottages being so diiiy and fuU of vennin that 
it would be out of uie question living in them whilst in their 
present state. At the back of these Irailding are several small 
yards, enclosed and surrounded by wooden dieds in a very 
dilapidated condition. These have evidently been occupied, 

* Accordhi^X ^'^ t^"^ liUi^sinn maps Balnklavn is IT) vprsts from 5^PTasto})ol hy tho 
road, or nearly 11 Jhji^lish izul«» ; 1 doubt it being more thaa in a direct line. 
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until very lately, by cattle. Outside thene again is the garden, 
or rather vineyard, which covers a space of some six acres, the 
whole surrounded by a low wall buOt of large loose stones. 
There are also, am the outside of the vineyards, several cot- 
tager, l)ut all in a tumbledown state. 

I must now tell you who belong to Tlead-cpiartorK. Tlie 
hoiLse I described an being in the centre cnnsiHtb uf bix good- 
Bized rooms, and three or four small closetij hardly to bo called 
rooms. Lord Kaglan oecupies only one of the rooms for him- 
self; next him on one side is General Airey's, the Quarter- 
master-General ; and the other (a large room, the best in the 
house) is used as a general reception and dining-room ; here 
also the Coimcils of War are held. Beyond this is a room in 
which Sir John Bmgoyne lives. The two remaining are used 
as the Military Secretary's office and as an apartment for the 
French Commissioner attached to Lord Raglan's personal Staff. 
In the small closets I spoke of are the doctor and one or two 
aides-do-camp ; the remainder of the Staff are in tents round 
the house. Tlie outbuildings beforeraentioned are put to 
various uses ; the best is f akeii u]) as an office for the Q\iarter- 
maeter- General's depai'tmcnt, where all the plans of tlie roads 
and coimiiy are drawn out, besides the immense mass of 
correspondence that has to be carried on in connexion with 
the department. All the officers belongine: to this office live 
in tents. Another of the outbuildings is used as an hospital, 
and two long sort of bams as commissariat stores. The Adju- 
. tant>General's department is at the outskirts of the vineyard, 
and consists of a variety of little cottages, many without roofs, 
and tents. At the bottom of the garden is the road from 
Balaklava to Sevastopol, on the other side of which are the 
head-qnarters of the Royal Artillery, which consist of a number 
of tents erected inside four walls of what has at one time been 
a fSum-building. Besides the foregoing, we have two com- 
panies of the 68th regiment as a guard, and a troop of the 8th 
Hussars for Lord Raglan's escort and as mounted orderlies. 
Altogether, at Head-quai^crs there are about 35 officersi and 
250 rank and file, besides IGO troop and staff horses, and a 
small commissariat train of animals and waggons. As you 
will proba])ly be anxious to know what has been done since 
I last wrote, 1 may as well give you some extracts trom my 
jounial. 

On the 29th ultimo Lord Bagjan went early in the morning 
to take leave of Marshal St A^aud, who that day started for 
the Bosphoms, on board the BerthoUet " French steam 
frigate. He found the Marshal very ill and weak, and able 
only to speak in a whisper a few words of thanks for his visit. 
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Lord Kaglan was mucli touched with the interview, and tears 
stood in his eyes as he turned away from the sick room. The 
doctor in attendance on the Marshal told Tiord Kaglan that he 
did not think he would live through the day, or, at any rate, 
wouUl never survive to reach the Bospliorus. In the after- 
noon the Marshal was carried on board the " Benhollet/' 
which immodiately put to sea. Lord Raglan spent the ^i^afer 
part of tlie day makinji: a rcconnaisHance witli Sir J. Hnrgoyno 
of the enemy's works in front of Sevastopol, and the more ho 
saw of it, the more ho was convinced of tiie utter impractica- 
bility of attaoking the town without fiiat reducing the fire of 
the Biissian batteries. From priaoaeiB, deserters, and secret 
information, it had been idready ascertained that there were 
upwards of 35,000 fighting men in the town and on board the 
ships of war in the harbour, and large reinforcements were to be 
expected daily. To-day the ground which eadi army was to take 
up, for the purpose of besieging the town, was settled between 
the French and English generals of engineers. The troops of 
the two aiTnies before the place are now divided by a gi eat ra- 
vine, which nnis up frrmi thp end of the Man-of-War (h^eek, out 
of the great harbour of Sevastopol, to the Knglish Head- quarters, 
a distance of some :J miles. On the Ijst of this month 1000 
marines were laiKh d at Balaklava fi'om the tieet to occupy the 
heights in front and above it ; thus relieving the like number 
of men of the l^t Division, who had up to this time done duty 
there ; the remainder of the division being at the front. An 
invalid battalion has also been formed of all the young and 
weak soldiers of the army ; they do duly as the garrison of 
Balaklava. The entrance to the town itself is protected by 
the {>'>rd regiment, camped about a mile in front di the head of 
the harbour, at the commencement of the plain. These, to- 
gether with the cavalry and three batteries of artillery, form 
the troops for the defence of Balaklava; the whole being under 
the command of Sir Colin Campbell. For the last three days 
the greatest exertions have been made in landing the siege- 
train and tlie necessnry stores for the gigantic operations about 
to be commenced for reduction of Sevastopol. 

On the 2nd, after a lung conference beUveen I^ord Jiaglan 
and General Canrobeii. the latter agreed to place a portion c)f 
the French army (under the command of General Bosquet) ou 
the heights overlooking the valley of Balaklava and the Tcher- 
naya river» in this manner covering our rear fron^ any attack 
of the enemy. If you will look at the map, you will see what 
I mean by the following description of tiie position now 
occupied by the Allies. Kamiesch Bay is on the extreme left 
gf the French army ; they take up the ground &om there to the 
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great ravine nnming from the Man-of-War Creek, a distance 
of some 6 miles. On the other side of this * ravine rests the 
extreme left of the English, vie. the 3rd Division ; then comes 
the 4th and then the Light Division. These divisions are all 
nearly in line as £u> as the ground will admit, and parallel to 
the town at a distance of nearly 2 miles, occupying high 
ground which commands an extensive view on all (tides. 
Beyond the Light Division come the Ist and 2nd Divisions, 
occtipyinc^ the gronnd from the Karabelnaia ravine in a back- 
ward direction along tlie hcijjihts in front of the ruins of 
Inkermann and tlio vallev of the Tchemava — the distance of 
the Kn<;li.sh positions being nearly 4 miles. The ridge of 
heigbt.s overlooking the jjlaiii in front of iiaUdslava, and which 
rims at right angles from those already mentioned to the head 
of the harbour, is occupied for the most part by French troops 
— the heights above and in front of Balaklava being defended 
by the British ; the whole front thus defended by the allied 
armies extending from Kamieech Bay to Inkermann, and from 
there again back to Balaklava, being a distance of upwards of 
15 miles ! The position is one of great natural strength, but 
of too considerable extent for the number of troops that defend 
•it — the Allies mustering at the present mt men^ something 
under 50,000 bayonets, Nevertheless, it is the very best that 
could be taken up, and when our reinforcements arrive will be, 
I believe, almost impregnable against any attack from thie 
enemy. 

A careful reconnais«ince ^vas made of the ground in jfront of 
the ruins of Inkermann by (ieneral Aircy and some other 
members of the Staff, accompanied by two or three officers 
from the French head quarters. It was not veiy pleaijant 
work, as the Hussians kept up a constant fire on us of round 
shot and shell from three steamers at the m>per end of the 
harbour. Kobody was hit, but the horse of a French staff- 
officer was wounded severely by the bursting of a shell. On 
the 4th instant the Russians sent a great many heavy shot and 
sometimes a shell over the heights in front of the town, right 
into the camps of the 3rd and 4th Divisions ; they did but little 
harm generally speaking, though one shell fell at the door of a 
tent, and, bursting, killed 1 man and wounded 3 others. An 
immense quantity of ammimifion has been brought up to the 
front for the siege. L-pwards of 100 ginis have been landed of 
the siege-trains and from the ships, with about 300 rounds per 
gun ! pretty well to liegin with. 

UdUjer bth. — We heard to-day of the death of the poor olil 
Marshal St. Amaud. lie died the day after leaving Balakkn a, 
at sea. His rcmainb are to be conveyed to France, i believe 

H 
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he is miicli regretted in the French army, as, althoiigli I do not 
think llioy thought much of him as a soldier, atill he was con- 
Bidered by them as a fortunate man and a successful general. 
In h'm private life he was \ery popular for hi& good-natured 
maimer and generous hospitality. 

Lord l^af!;lan moved up this day fiom Balaklava to the farm- 
house I endeavoured to describe to ymi at the beginning of my 
letter. I was left behind in BalakUiva until late in the day, 
on duty, and had to witness the parting between the poor old 
Kussian commandant and his feonily. They had up to this 
day been allowed to live all together in his house, but he was 
now to be removed down to Constantinople ; his fiumily are to 
be sent to-monow in a steamer to Yalta, together with some 
other ladies who have up to this time continued here. It was 
apainM scene ; those poor women weeping so bitterly, as they 
olung round the old man, whom they could hardly expect to 
see again ; one felt somehow ashamed of oneself in having to 
'^vitncss their grief, and being obliged to hurry the parting, as 
the boat was waiting to take him away a ]^risoner. 

Dr. Thompson, surgeon of tlie 44th regiment, died of cholera 
this moming. He had only arrived here two or three days 
from the Alma, where, as you may remember, I told you he 
had so nobly volunteered to remain ix) attend the Russian 
wounded left on the ground. The hard work and constant 
exertion he went through for several days after we left the 
boiile-field brought on an attack of dysentery, which termi- 
nated &ta]ly wiu cholera. His name will ever be mentioned 
with pride and admiration by his countrymen as they remem- 
ber his noble doTotion in the cause of humanity. 

This morning (7th) we were turned out between 5 and 6 
o'clock by a report that reached Head-quarters that the enemy 
were advancing in force on our rear. A few minutes' gallop 
brought Lord Raglan and his Staff to the heights overlooking 
the plains of Balaklava, and through the morning mist he could 
discover a body of troo]\s on the further side of the plain. As 
it was very doubtful of wliat force fliey consisted. Lord Raglan 
thought it prudent to order thi' troops under arms, which was 
accordingly done. It appeared that just after daylight one of 
our cavalry (heavy dragoons) jnckcts were surprihcd by some 
of the enemy's ca-valry, 1 of our men being killed and 3 made 
prisoners. The others escaped and gave the alarm ; and fm 
our supports being brought up, the enemy retired, having lost 
3 or 4 Cossacks killed and wounded by the fire from Captain 
Ifoude's troop of horse artillery, which he brought into action 
with great rapidity and address. I heard great blame given 
to Lord Lucan for not ordering the light cavalry to advance 
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and charge the Gossaolos, who were a long way from their 

supports, and which, it wae asserted, could easily have been 
done. As 1 did not see any part of the affair myself, I will 
not give an opinion. I am sorry to say that there is a Tezy 

general impression in the army that the cavalry have been 
most wretchedly handled, and have not sho^vn the same 
efficiency as the rest of the army. In an hour or two, as the 
morning got clear, the enemy retired altogether from the plain 
to the other side of the Tchernaya river. Their force was 
then put at about 5000 infantry, 2500 cavalry (llu«sar8 and 
Cossacks), a batter^" of 8 guns, together with a small train of 
waggons. It was doubtless only a reconnaissance on their 
part, probably to ascertain our position, &c. &c. 

The French are constmcting five small but strong redoubts, 
and three batteries connected by a low parapet, along the 
ndge of heights in the rear of the position and overlooking the 
plains of Balaklava. They are well able to do this, having 
received large reinforcements within the last day or trvo, to 
the amount of 12,000 men. When these works are finished 
they are to be occupied hy the division of Turks attached to 
the French army. Some redoubts and batteries have also 
been marked out by the English for the better protection of 
Balaklava. Those on the heights above the to^vn, which are 
being made by the Royal Marines, are advancing rapidly, but 
we are dreadfully in want of men. Our brigade of heavy 
cavalry hai^ Ix^en most unfortunate ; in bringins: some of thoin 
over from \ arna last week, we lost, during a gale of wind, 
130 horses! a large reduction to our small force. There are 
great difficulties in the way of our constructing batteries and 
trenches in the usual manner, as the ground we shall have 
to work upon is very rocky, the general depth of earth being 
not more than 18 inches. I understand the ground the French 
have got is veiy good soil, so they will have a great advantage 
over us when we commence making the trenches. I'o make 
up for this want of soil, an enormous number of gabions, 
fascines, and sandbags will be used, but these take much time 
and labour to make, and consequently much retard the ])ro- 
gress of the siege. I hnrn always thought that we underrated 
the defences of Sevastopol on the land side. I know, when 
the first reconnaissance was made by tho Fiench and English 
engineers, they all said that we ought to get into the town in 
a day or two ; but since then, every day brings to light fresh 
difficulties which must be overcome, so that now the siege is 
talked of as likely to last some time. I believe we are' really 
to commence hreaking ground to-night; a large trench, of 
nearly 1200 yards in leugth, has heen marked out by our 
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en^eers, at an average distanoe of 1800 yards from the bat* 
tenes of the enemy; this will be the &st parallel of the 
English attack. Thm is one drawback to mnch work being 
done at night just now, which is, that the moon is so bright 
that it is wonderful how far you can see. 

We have received some small reinforcements since I last 
wrote; between 800 and 1000 infantry, and 1500 artillerymen 
for tlio siege. Besides these, upwards of 1200 sailors have 
been landed fruiri the fleet, and are known as the naval 
brigade ; they are to be euiployed in the batteries against the 
town during the siege. They are a magnificent body of men, 
and are working hard now dragging np ship-gims from Bala- 
klava to the two siege-trains. The brigade is under the im- 
mediate command of l ap lain Lusbington, of H.M.S. *' Albion." 
Lord Kaglan has sent to request the Turkish government to 
send him the troops they offered him at Varna some time ago. 
It is expected that some 4000 or 5000 men will arriYe in tha 
oourse of a few days, and I understand it is intended to employ 
them chiefly to occupy the works to be constructed about 
Balaklava. 



llead-iiuiirtcrs ln'tore Sevastopol, Oct. 13, 1854. 

We are proceeding with onr trenches and batteries, and it 
is said shall open fire on the enemy's works in the couj-se of 
three or four days. Up to the present moment not a single 
round has been fired by us, as it is thought that opening all at 
once will have a greater efiect on the enemy. On the evening 
of the 7th instant wo broke the firwt ground, and during the 
night a small battery was constructed for one of our new 
Lfmcaster guns of 95 cwi This is to fire at a Russian threes 
decker, said to be the ^^Twelye Apostles/' which, being 
anchored broadside on at the end of the Man-of-War Creek, 
completely sweeps the ravine running up into our lines from 
the harbour. It is fondly hoped that these new Lancaster 
shells may set her on fire. Our battery is over 3000 yards 
from the Russian liner ; but if the report of the long range 
and accurate fire of these guns be true, the distance is not too 
great to cripple the ship in question. 

On the evening of the 8th Lord I?aglan made a reconnais- 
sance by moonlight of the ground before the town ; he was 
accompanied l»y his Staff. lie afterwards rode about for some 
hours over tiie ground in front of our position. The enemy 
kept up a sliarp lire during the time we were there, but 
without doing any harm. 

Up to tho Uth iuistaut the weather had been beautiful uver 
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since the 18tih of September, but on that morning it began to 
blow and eontiniied doing so all day. It felt dr^inlly cold 
after the hot days we had had for so long.* The RnsBiana 
fired move than ever, perhaps to keep thenselveB warm ; 
indeed, their shot and shell fell bo thickly into the camp of 
the Light Division, that it was deemed necessaty to have it 
moved back Bome 200 yards, which made it just out of range. 

A man of the Bifle brigade made a good shot to^y ; he 
was on out-picket, and, seeing a Cossack officer on a white 
horse at a considerable distance, thonglit he might as well iiy 
and knnnk him over. lie accordingly fired, and tho mnri fell 
fr(»rn his saddle, the horse trottint!: away. 'I'he distance was 
said to be upwards of 13Q0 yards by several officers qualified 
to judge on the sul:)ject. A perhaps equally good shot was 
made by the Russians from one of their batteries two days 
ago. A French officer of Engineera was making a reconnais- 
sance ui the enemy's works ; the Bnssians fired at him at a 
distMnce of nearly a mile. The roimd shot took off his leg, 
and the poor man bled to death before he eoidd be carried to 
the hospital. 

During the night of the 9th another battery was 6on- 
structed by us for four large guns, viz. one Lancaster and 
three 68-pounders, ship-guns, and all the following day men 
were kept working at it and a trench on either side for the 
covering party. The enemy poured showers of shell at our 
ne^v work, but did it no damage worth speaking of; they 
w^uunded 3 Highlanders, who were part of the covering pai*ty. 
These shells play odd tricks sometimes ; to-day one came 
whizzing agaiusst a tent in the camp of the 4th Division, and 
burst, blowing the tent to pieces. There were 7 men who 
had been on duty last night, and who were all lying asleep 
inside ; not one was toncl^ 1 

The French broke ground on Ihe evening of the dth, and 
bad made a trench upwards of 1000 yards long by daylight the 
next morning ; this parallel is, on an average, at a distance of 
1200 yards from the RuBsian works. The enemy never dis- 
covered that they were at work, so they wore unmolested, and 
consequently the trench was admirably constnicted ; the - soil 
was well adapted for the purpose ; being a rich loam, it was 
easily put into any form, and stood at a good angle. Our 
ground is very different, bein*:;: Twlien not rocky) very loose 
and crumbling, and therefore cannot be made to stand at a 
pro]ici angle without an extra amount of gabions, fascines, and 
KuidhMi^s. The following evening (10th) Lord Kaglan rode 
out :ibont 10 o'clock to see the first parallel constructed. 
TiiLa was marked out a day or two ago. The ground taken 
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up by the Enf^lish for their part of the siege extends from the 
great ravine on oxir extremo left to the Karabebiaia ravine, 
which runs up on the right of the Light Division, and between 
it and the lat Biyision. This ground is divided m two by a 
third layine, along which passes the WoronsofiP road, ana m 
therefore named after it: this ravine runs up between the 
4th and Light Divisions. It is also to divide our nege-works 
— those on the left being called the Left attaok/' and those 
on the right the Bight attack.*' It was the 1st parallel on 
the left attack that was commenced on the evening of the 
10th instant ; it extended right across the ground from the left 
ravine to the centre, a distance of something over 1200 yards. 
To constnict this 1200 men Avorc nent down as a workinc: 
party directly after dark. They were protected by 3 battalions 
of infantry (about 2000 men). By daylight the following 
morning (11th) (j^ood cover had been obtained, so that the 
Work was partially ton tinned throughout the day: in this 
parallel battorie« are t(; be made for 36 guns. Lord Eaglan 
did not return to Head-quarters until pa^st 2 a.m. There was 
to have been a corresponding parallel constructed from the 
centre to the right ravme, as the commencement of the right 
attack ; but in consequence of the working or covering party 
parading too late, it was so dark, that when the men arrived 
on the supposed ground the officer of Engineers, who had to 
point out the work, could not find the marks which had previ- 
ously been laid dovm. They had, therefore, to return to camp, 
having done nothing, but the following night they were more 
successful, and the whole length of trench was opened, about 
3? 0 yards. The working party consisted of 400 men, pro- 
tected by a covering party of 700 men. This parallel is to 
have batteries for 21 fr:nns. 

The weather again became warmer, and on the morninc^ of 
ilie lltli, being oti' duty, Mr. Calvert and myself decided to 
ride over to the monastery of St. George, situated on the 
ed^o of a cliiF above the sea, about 4 miles from head- 
c^uarters and 3 south of Capo Chersoiicyc. We found the 
monastery more beautifully situated even than we had been 
led to expect from the description we had heard. The cliffs 
are yeiy high, about 400 feet, and of endless variety of colour- 
ing. The monastery, as a building, has nothii^ imposing 
about it It consists of several sepanite houses, where the su- 
perior monks formerly resided, and one long building, 6oii» 
taining a passage, out of which were a number of small rooms 
or cells : m these lodged the ordinary monks. There is also 
* a refectory and a small hospital, but both are in wretched con- 
dition. Just below is the chapel, situated on a terrace wbicb 
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has been constructed in the side of the cliff, and which appeal's 
almost to bang over the sea, 350 feet below. The chapel ez- 
temally has nothing to boast of, being a axnall whitewashed 
iMjuare building, with a copper dome, painted blue with gilt 
steas ; but inside, Hke all Greek churches, it is covered with 
bmamentfl, chiefly pictures of the Virgin and Child in gold and 
silver plate, with only the face and hands painted. Mr. Cal- 
vert, Bpeaidng Russian, entered into conversation with one of 
the monks who had remained ; from him we learnt some infor- 
mation. Directly it was known that the Allies had landed in 
the Oimca, the superior pape (as he is called) of the monas- 
ter>" retired into the interior, taking with him much of the 
most valuable plate and relics. He was soon followed by 
many more, but some 10 or 12 have remained, in the hope of 
having their chapel. Directly the English took l^alaklava one 
of the monks came to Lord Eaglan and begged him to protect 
ibe monastery finom pillage, which he promised to do. When 
it was setded that the I^nch were to have Kamiesch, Lord 
Ba^an asked General Canrobert to send a guard to the monas- 
tery to prevent its being plundered. This was done, and at 
the time we visited it there was a party of Zonaves charged 
with its protection. Thus they bad lost nothing by the Allies. 
There is a garden in terraces down the side of the cliff to the 
beach below ; it is thickly wooded on each side, so that, look- 
ing up from the sea, it appears quite seclnded. Whilst we 
werc" there the hour for vespers arrived, so we went into the 
little cbapel to hear the chanting. It was very solemn, and 
some uf the monks had fine deep voices wliich haimonized 
well together : the response that goes through all the service 
is particularly grand ; literally translated, it is ** Holy, holy, 
holy God, hear us." It biQught back to my remembrance 
most vividly the time when I last heard those same words 
chanted, viz. at the cbapel of the monasteiy excavated ont of 
the rook in iSke Valley A Jebosbaphat near Batohi^Serai. It 
was just 3 years ago, at a special aervioe for the Grand Dnkes 
Nicholas and Michael. How little I thought then under what 
different droumstances I should bear sgain the chant which 
strack me so mnoh I There was something toaohing too in 
bearing these men singing their beautiful service, everything 
within so peaceful and in such repose, yet from just outside 
the walls of the monastery could be heard the whistling of 
shot and ]>in'sting of shell from Sevastopol, flying on their 
mission of death and destruction ; and nearer were to be seen 
the allied armies, in all the full activity and bustle of camp- 
life. Towards the end of the service all tlie muiiks turned and 
bent tuwaida ujs, at tktj bamo time ciutibiiig themselves. I 
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asked Calveri what it meant, and he said they were praying 

for us — ^their enemies — that God would drive our anger away 
from them and make us turn to their tme faith and religion. 
We returned to our tents, much pleased with what we had 
seen and lieard, and I promised myself an early repetition of a 
visit to the monastery of St. George. 

A large body of Turks are being now employed in the con- 
struction of 5 small redoubts, to be aiuied with 2 iron cruns 
each, in front of Balaklava, across the plain, at a distance uf a 
mile and a half from the end of the harbour. !Major Nasmyth, 
of ►':5ilirftria, wlio is doing duty with the Hoyal Engineers, has 
the direction of these works, aikiiiited by a Pnissiau officer, 
Captain Wagman, attached to the staff of the army. These 
redoubts are to he garrisoned by Turks, and it was on thia 
aooount that Major Kasmyth was selected, as he knows so well 
what kind of lahour is best suited for Uiem. On the 12tlx 
Lord Baglan was out the greater part of the day, making 
carefiil investigation into the inteiior armngements of the 
different camps, especially the hospitals. There is still, I am 
sorry to say, a great deal of cholera in the army. The casual- 
ties from it are daily 12 or 14 deaths, and from 30 to 40 fresh 
cases brought into liospital. The casiTalties from the fire of 
the enemy, since our arriYal at Balaklava to the present day 
(I2th), have only been 5 killed and 12 wounded. I was sent 
down into the trenches, left attack, in the afternoon, with 
instnictions from Lord IJa^iclan to the colonel in command. It 
was anything but pleasant vvoik, as the last 200 yards before 
yuu get into the trenches are quite exposed, so, directly I 
made my appearance, some 5 round shot were sent at me, and 
I had to keep my eyes open to get out of their way. It has 
Leen ohserred that if an officer makes his appearance the 
enemy fires directly, but a private will probably oe left alone ; 
they must have good telesoopes to be able to make out which 
is which at that distance* 1 got into the trenches just before 
dusk, and found all the men, with the exception of the sentries^ 
lying dose under the parapet, as the round shot came through 
the upper part, which is not yet of sufficient thickness to resist 
balls* .The last quarter of an hour before dusk the Bussians 
always appear determined to give us something to rememhcr 
them for the night. This evening tliey pom ccl dozens of shot 
at our works every moment, and, although many of us had dirt 
and stones knocked about us, not a soul was hurt. This 
cannonade did not last long, as directly it got dark they 
ceased firing almost entirely ; so our men were immediately 
set to work deepenin<? the ditch, and consequently making the 
parapet higher and tiudicr. 
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Soon after 4 this morning (IStli) I got up and rode down 
to the trendies to see -what work had neen done during the 
night, and also afterwards to Tisit the ont-pickets and try to 
get a sketoh of the ground some way in advanee of our trenches. 
It was pitch dark, and not Tery easy to find one's way ; how- 
ever, I arriTed all right at our farthest out-lying picket, and 
then advanced on foot to our most advanced sentries. Know- 
ing that before me there was Bomewhere a high ruck, which I 
had observed the day before, 1 made a guess and fortunately 
came upon it, and, elamberinf^ to the top, lay ilown to wait for 
daylight. In a quarter of an hour it came, and I found niVFelf 
ill a most commanding position for seeing the enemy's Avnrks ; 
J was on a rocky excrescence, at th«' top of the ravine between 
the Knglishand French attacks, but some 500 yards in advance 
of both. I proceeded to make an eye-sketch of the enemy's 
batte^ries, and succeeded in some measure in doing so fur some 
time, when I heard '* ping ^ ping /" close to my ears, and found I 
had been discovered by some Eussian sharpshooters on picket^ 
who were now taking veiy deliberate aim at me. I retreated 
as fiist as possible, and fortunately escaped untouched to my 
horse, who was wcdl concealed in a hollow. I rode home to 
breakfost at 8 o'clock, ^eiy well pleased with my morning's 
adventure. 



CHAPTEE VI. 

Keinfoiwmonts — Siege — Gunnriy — Rufsinn defences of Sevastopol — MalakoflT 
tnwtT — Redan — Bastion du Mat — Garden Battery, ftc. — Statistics — Kng)ish 
attacks — French works — Bombardment of 17th October — Kzplosions — 
Frendi fire dlcnecd — Lancailer gno — Kaval bn'gade — RintiMi M»rtie — Artil- 
Idj SnperiMitj of Cofrlwh engineering— Allied fleets— Admirali HameliD 
and DaQdaa— Bomlnrdment bv fleets — Casualties — Freneb dieaiten — L«rd 
Dunkellin Death of Colonel Alexander, R.E.— Gaptnn Peel, R.N. — Vlidi- 
mir ** — Deicriptioa cf Kuseian fleet sunk. 

Head-quarters before SevastoiJol, 18th October, 1854. 

At last we have begun in earnest to bombard Sevastopol. 

Yesterday moming saw tlie commencement of onr fire on that 
nnfortunato city. But I may as well fini^li my account of 
tlie preparations for the siege before giving you the details of 
our opening fire. On the 14th instant we received a con- 
siderable reinforcement to our army by the arrival of near 
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4000 Turldsh troops. Although not of the best, tiiey nerer- 
iheless appear a strong set of men, and will, it is to be hoped, 
prove themselves of the same stamp as the brave defendei-s of 
Silistna. The greater portion of these men are to occupy the 
forts now in course of construction in front of Balaklava; 
a position of consirierable impoitance, and where their worth 
will, in all probability, be tested before long by an atbick 
from tho enemy. This day arrived at our Head-quarters a 
Turkish General (Omor) from Bucharest, with letters of con- 
gratulation from Omcr Pasha to the Allied Generals on tho 
victory of the Alma and their isuccesses binco that day. iie is 
also to remain for the present as a sort of Turkish Com- 
missioner, to keep Omer Pasha informed of our doings. Soon 
afUr 1 P.M. the Bnssians opened a tremendons fire against the 
French trenches and worloi. This lasted for If honr, during 
which time they threw no less than 1500 projectiles, vtrithont 
d ing much harm. The French loss was only 5 killed and 
from 15 to 20 wounded. A part of their trenches was a 
good deal knocked about, but that was repaired during the 
following night. General Canrobert and his staff were going 
round the trenches at tlio time, and had some narrow escapes. 
General Rose, tho English Commissioner attached to the 
French head -quarters, was struck in the face by a piece of 
shell, just below the eye, but was fortunately not seriously 
hurt further than receiving a severe cut. The supposed 
object of this liussian cannonade was to try the range of their 
guns, and also to test the effect of their fire on the besiegers. 
We all expected Hie same experiment to he tried on our 
trenches, nor were we disappointed, although it did not take 
place until the 16th instant About 10 A«H. the Bussiaas 
opened all their guns on the English and !Frenoh works. It ' 
gave us an opportunity of ascertaining to a certain extent 
what fire they could bring against us. It was computed that 
they fired about 80 guns against the English and 70 against 
the French. There is reason to Tielieve that there are some 
50 mortars of large calibre in rear of their batteries, which 
will open on us when the bombardment commences. The 
fire from the enemv lasted about the same time as that on the 
former occasion. 1 waei sent down to our trenches to ascertain 
what casualties had occurred ; it appeared that we only had 3 
men killed and 5 wounded in the trenches, but the covering 
parties, some distance in rear of the trenches, lost 2 men killed 
and 1 1 wounded. The French loss was about the same, as &r 
as I could ascertain. Our works hardly suffered at all ; here 
and there a gabion was displaced, but nothing that could not 
he repaired in the course of a few hours. 



Digitized by Google 



Ghaf. VX. 



DEFENCES OF SEVASTOPOL. 



107 



As an instance of tlie admirablo practice of the Eussian 
artUkxy, I nniat tell yon that on this daj I had to take some 
ordeiB to Sir Geoige Catheart He was iralldng about a hun- 
dred yards in advance of his tent in the open. I rode up to 
him, and dismounted^ and might have been in conTeraation 
with him five minutes. We were all at once interrnpted by 
that most disa^eeable soimd — a shot approaching. We bow 
looked up, but, the sun being in onr eyes, could see nothing. 
Sir George lay down, and I endeavoured to do the same, but 
my horse bei!:an to take alarm, and it was as miicli as I could 
do to hold him. Thme was nothinp:; for it but to wait tho 
result. Almost immediately a trt inendoiis roar and a heavy 
•* thub " on the ground five yards from us told we were safe. 
We laughed when it was over, and congratulated oureelves on 
our escape. My business with Sir George being eumpleted, 1 
took my leave. A few yards back I met General Ton ens, who 
had come ont of his tent dose by, to see vrhere the shot had 
fidlen. I stayed talking to him for a moment, when he said, 
"Look ont t here comes another;" and before I conld turn 
round another monster ball fell even closer than the first. 
Good shots, considering we were 3200 yards from the body of 
the place. The shots fired were solid 56-ponnder8. The 
enemy must be flush of ammunition if they can afibrd to fire 
at a single horseman at that long distance. 

It may be as well for mo here to give you some sort of idea 
of the defences of Seva.sto]x>l opposite our position. It would 
appear that, up to last spring, the Russian government never 
thought it necessary to fortify with any strength the land side 
of the town. They had spent millions of roubles on the sea- 
defences, and a})parently had succeeded in rendering them of so 
formidable a nature that no fleets in the world, except those of 
the .Allies, wonld have thought for a moment of attacking 
them with any idea of success. Previous to the breaking out 
of the war, the land defences of Sevastopol on the southern side 
consisted merely of two towers of stone, mounting some three 
or fi>ur heavy guns each ; these towers were built on the two 
most prominent positions, — one at the seuth-east comer, com- 
pletely commanding the whole <^ the Karabelnaia suburb, or 
militar\' part of the town, known as the *'Malakoff;" the 
other about midway between it and the sea, on a knoll which 
overlooks all the civil portion of the town. This tower was 
connected by a loopholed wall with one of the great sea forts, 
and enclosed town on the south-wtst side. Last .s]»ring, 
when the English newspapers began to talk about the ]»roy)a- 
Mlity of an expedition being sent to the Crimea, the Kussiau 
Goverumeut thought it advisable to btrengthen these defences ; 
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hat 80 little did ihe^ even tlien antioipate that the Allies 
would think of attacking the town, that no great efforts were 
made. They contented themaelYes widi conBtnicting two 
large earthworks. One of these was a hattery with two &ce8» 
between the Malakoff Tower and the Man-of-VVar Creek. This 
has heen named by ns *'the Kedan '* from its shape. Tlie other 
earthwork wob a battery of two faces and two flanks, much in 
advance of the Kedan, on the western side of the Man-of-War 
Creek. Tliis the French call the Bastion du Mat, both from 
its shape and also from there beinr^ a ffagstaflf on it.* 

Immediately the Allies landed in tlie Ciiniea, the Ihissian 
engineera set to work in earnest, and lar«2;e l)attciies were con- 
structed on every available spot tiiat could in any way assist 
the defence of the place. When we first «at down before tbe 
town, we saw thonsands of men em})loyed niakin^z: earthworks, 
and daily fresh batteries sprung up as if by enchantment. 
The Bnssians seemed determined to make up for their past 
apathy by working day and night. Women and children even 
were pressed into the service, and helped not a little by bring- 
ing np eitr& in baskets, filling sandbags, azud oarrying gabions 
and fascines from place to place as they might be required. 
The consequence of all these exertions was, that a parapet has 
been erected almost round the town with numerous heavy 
batteries. The most formidable is one in front of and ronnd 
the M;ilakoff Tower. This Ijtattery alone mounts 18 guns ; the 
majontv fire 5n-pounders, the remainder 32-pounders. Ik'tween 
that and the liedan there is (as far tin m'o can see) only a pa- 
rapet running across a deep ravine, just to connect the two 
works. The "Redan is said to havp ID guns in it, 8 oi» each 
face (32-pounders). Almost adjoining the Kedan is aimtlier 
heavy battery mounting 14 guns (32-ponnder8). This wo 
have named the "BaiTack" Battery, as there are huge bar- 
racks just in its rear. From it there is only a p.uapet running 
down the side of the ravine, and which terminates at the head 
of the Han-of-War Oieek. 

Besides the foregoing, which are all immediately opposite 
onr works, we have gainst ns one fiank of the Bastion da 
Mftt, which mounts some 15 guns (24-pounderB), and which 
liie right across our front, and would ahnost take our batteries 
in reverse if they were somewhat more forward* From it a 
parapet runs back, down the side of the ravine, and meets the 
one from the Barrack Battery, at the end of the Haoi-of-War 
Creek. There are two small batteries in this parapet, which 
are close together, and indeed may be considered as one ; they 

* This was ki^owu by the £ngliah as Um " Flagstaff Battery/' 



Digitized by Google 



Chap. VI, 



DSFBNGSS OF SEVASTOPOL. 



uoimt 6 ^ns (18 and 24 pcmnderB). They are called the 

Sandsack " Batteries, from the embrasures being constructed 
of sacks of earth, instead of the usual small bags. But perhaps 
our greatest annoyance arises from a battery, and one which 

it will be very diflficult for our guns to silence from its pecu- 
liar position, situated on liigh groniid in rear of the Bastion 
du Mat, fiicing towai <ls our attack. This we call the ** Garden " 
Battery, from itvS being surrounded by a garden. It has 8 very 
heavy gnus (probably GB-ponnders). You will see by tliis that 
we have (if the foregoing caleulations be correct) 81 guns 
directed against the English trenches, viz. (going from west to 
ea^t) : — 

Gtms. 



Bastion duM4t 15 

Garden battery 8 

Sandsack do. ,. . . .. .. .. 6 

Barrack do. 14 

liedan « 16 

Kound-Tower battery 18 

Malakoff 4 

Total Slgnnt. 



Besides these there are the 20 mortars in rear of the different 

works. 

The Russian works opposite the French are of somewhat 
different constmetion to those just mentioned. The only 
earthworks they have before tlium are the Bastion du Mat, 
and a battery in I'lunt of the stone tower, which they call 
the ** Bastion Central" from its position. Both these are of a 
Teiy formidable nature. The Bastion du M&t brings some 20 
guns to bear upon the French works, and the other almost as 
many. They have also on their extreme left the Quarantine 
Fort, a large casemated battery with two tiers of guns. For- 
tunately, however, only a certain numbn of these can be 
brought to bear upon the French. In all they have near 
70 guns and about 20 mortars that can fire against their 
approaches. 

I must now endeavoin- to give you some idea of the 
batteries cnnstnicted by us for the purpose of subduing, if 
not silencing, these furmidable works of the enemy. As I 
have told you, the English trenches are divided into two 
attacks — the right and left. In the right is a batterv Ivuown 
as Gordon's Battery," and in the left another kuowTi as 
•'Chapman's." They are named after two officers of the 
Boyal Engineers, from whose directions they had been both 
drawn out and constructed. 

In Chapman's Battery are the following pieces of ordnance : — 
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Pieces. 

; • 24-pounder guns 24 

8*iiich do* 9 

8 inch (Lancaster) do. •> 3 

lO-inch moitan 5 

Total 41 pieces. 



These are to fire aoraiTist the Bastion du Mat, Sandsack, Bar- 
rack, and Redan batteries. In (Gordon's Battery are the ibi- 
lowing pieces of ordnance ; — 

Pieces. 



24-pounder guns • 6 

8-inch do. .. ' 7 

S-inch (Laauaster) do. 1 

33 -pounder do 7 

lO-indi mortars ^ «. - 5 

Total 20 pieces. 



These are to fire against the Garden, Bedan, and Malakoff- 

Tower batteries. 

To the right-rear of Gordon's Battery is another, quite 
detached, and, for its size, a most formidable work. It con- 
sists of 5 guns of 95 cwt. eacli, one of them a Lancaster ; all 
capable of throwing G 8-pound solid shot. These are to fire 
against the Malakotf Tower and the battery in front of it, and 
also at any ships in the great harbour within range. Some 
way to the rear of this is the One-Gun (95 cwt. Lancaster) 
Battery. It was the first that we constructed, and, as I before 
mentioned, was made to fire on a Bussian line-of-battle ship 
anchored ia ^e Man-of-War Creek with her broadside on, so 
as to sweep the ravine that divides the lEnglish and French 
trenches. We have therefore 73 pieces of ordnance in aU, to 
fire against 81 of the Bussians. The French have constructed 
in their trenches five batteries and a small redoubt on their 
extreme left, called by them ** Fort Genois." They have in 
these batteries 29 guns (varying in calibre from 18 to 32 
poundei*s), 14 howitzers for throwing hollow shot and {shell 
(they are not quite equal to our 32-pounder howitzers^ and 
10 mortars of about eight inches in diameter ; altogether o3 
pieces. You will observe how much lighter their ordnance is 
than ours. 

It was finally arranged, after a Council of \\ ar on the 
evening of the 16th, that on the following morning the whole 
of the allied batteries shonld open fire on the enemy's works ; 
that it shonld commence as near 6 a.m . as possible ; and that 
the signal should be 3 shells thrown up successively from the 
centre battery in the French trenches. Orders were also 
issued, and airangemonts made, for an assault on the town, 
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should the bombaxdment prove more snccesfiful than was ex- 
pected. It was also decided that a combined attack should be 
made by the fleets on the sea defences of the town. The night 
of the 1 6th was one of considerable anxiety, so much depended 

on the issue of the followinfr day. Many weie very sanguine, 
and talked about supping the next evening in Sevastopol. I 
do not think Lord Raglan had much contidence in our jsncceed- 
ine: 8(» easily, althoujxh lie had every preparation made to take 
advantage of any opportunity of assaulting the town in the 
event of the enemy showing decided signs of weakness. 

A little before 6 a.m. on the 17th Lord iiaglan and his 
Staff arrlTed at a quarry in advance of the did Division camp. 
'From this spot a good general view is obtained of the English 
trenches, and, although under fire of the place, the enemy had 
too mnch to do to attend to us, apd consequently hardly a shot 
fell in the qnany all day. The Bussians appeared to antici- 
pate our opening fire, as directly it was daylight they com- 
menced a heavy cannonade from all their batteries on onr 
works. At 20 minutes to 7 a.m. the signal of 3 shells was 
fired from the centre Frencli l>atter\% and within five minutes 
the w^hole line of gims, English and French, were in action. 
The roaring and whistling of the nhot, as tliey flew through 
the air on their course of destruction, surpassed anything ever 
heard before. In a few moments everything was enveloped in 
smoke, so that we could only sit and guess and hope we were 
doing well. About an hour after we commenced " pounding** 
a breeze sprang up and cleared the smoke away for a short 
tame; we had then an opportunity of seeing what we had 
done. The first thing observed was the Maltdcoff tower quite 
silent, and the top of it all knocked to pieces. This had been 
done entirely by the fire from the 4 heavy guns (G8-pounders) 
in our detaclied battery on the right of the right attack ; in t^e 
course of the day it became a complete ruin. Here and there 
also a gun had been silenced, but, for the most part, no great 
advantage had been gained by cither party. The cannonade 
continued without ceasing for the next 2 hours, pretty equal 
on both sides ; if anything, the Fi ench appeared to fire some- 
what slower, but this was accounted for by the fact that most 
of their guns were of brass, and consequently cannot bear 
quick firing after a certain time. 

At a quarter to 9 a.m. the great disaster of the day took 
place, viz. the explosion of the principal French magazine 
mm a Russian snell. It completely destroyed their 4th 
battery, knocking oyer 5 guns, and burying 3 other pieces of 
ordnance. They also lost over 100 men killed and wounded. 
This disaster appeared quite to paralyse the I^nch, whilst it 
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encotimged the EuseianB, who augmented their fire till they 
sent four shot to one from our allies. The consequence was 
that in a short time the enemy completely silenced their 5th 
batterj'^, containing 12 pieces; it hm\ from the commencement 
suffered more than any other. The French lost a large number 
of men in this battery, indrnir'TKleTitly of the explosion. Imme- 
diately after General Caarobert sent word to Lord Raglan that 
it was of no importance, as it was Jiot one of their magazines 
that had blown up, but a new sort of shell (!) which the 
Bussians had thrown into their trenches. General liose and 
one of General Canrobert's aides-de-camp brought this mon- 
strous piece of iufonnation, and appeared quite astonished 
when we all said we did not believe subh humbug, and that 
we had not the smallest doubt that it was a magazine. Major 
Yico was Tery indignant that we did not give credit to the 
General*8 message ; however, half an hour later the aide-de^ 
camp came back with an ap(jbjgy from General Oanrobert for 
having misinformed Lord Raglan, and begged to say that he 
had received the report from the General of the trenches, and 
that it had since been ascertained that it was their principal 
magazine which had exploded, — all of which we knew perfectly 
well before. Soon after 1 1 o'clock General liose came again 
to Lord Haglan from General Oanrobert, to say that it was 
quite impossible for them (the French) to continue their tire, 
as two batteries on their right were altogether silenced, and the ^ 
one on their extreme left (Fort Genois) was in a very had state, 
and the cannonade fi'om the enemy since the explosion had 
almost ruined the remainder of their works. The Kussians 
thus succeeded in silencing our idlies ; but they had done ua 
very little harm, for our artillerymen and sailors worked away 
as hard as ever, and at the very time the French *^ shut up 
we had in a great measure silenced the Bamok and Malakoff 
batteries. Tliose that gave us the most annoyance were the 
Bastion du M^t^ the Garden and Kedan batteries. About 
li P.M. we heard the first dischaige from the allied fleets 
upon the Bussian sea-forts ; but we could barely distinguish 
tnem after a few moments, as the smoke completely enveloped 
them in a cloud ; so we had no idea o£ the effect on either 
side. 

At H I'.^i. a shell from the enemy blew u]> an expense 
magazine in the French battery No. 1 (Fort Genois) ; for- 
tunately it was not of so much impoi*tance as tlie last. They 
had some 8 or 10 killed, and from 80 to 40 w oimdrMl by it. 
Not five niiiiuLod after this a .small i iussian magtizinc wai> bluuii 
up inside the town ; it did not however stop their fire in the 
least. But about 3 p.m. a tiemeudous explosion took place 
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opposite our left attack, apparently just in rear of the Redan 
battery. We oonld see immenBe beams of wood and what 
looked like baxrels thrown high into the air ; the noise was 
prodigious, the fire for a moment ceased on both sides; our 
men jumped up on the parapet of the trenches and cheered. 
Immediately after we were pounding away harder than ever. 
It was some time before the enemy recovered from the effect 
of this terrific explosion ; for upwards of half an hour they 
hardly tired a shot frcnn the Tiedan battery; but from the 
Bastion du Mat and the Garden batteries they were as lively 
as before. 

During the day I was Font into the different batteries of our 
two attacks, and had an opportunity of seeing the way in which 
the men worked the guns, and also the accuracy of tlie tire. 
The firbt 1 visited was the One Gun battery, the most distant 
from the town. This AvaM a heavy Lancaster gun : as you 
are aware, it is constructed on a new principle for heavy 
cnrdnanoe. Its peculiarity consists in the bore being oval; 
the ball, or rather shell, is near 18 inches in length, of conical 
iliape, and contains an exploding charge of 12 lbs. of powder. 
Its range is pretty accurate at 3600 yards, rather over two 
miles! The objeot it was firing at, a Kussian liner in the 
Man-of- War Creek, was at a distance of 3400 yards. When 
the Bussians found this out they moved the ship a few yards 
further on, and in such a way that we could only bring this 
giin to bear on her stem, and on about three ports of her 
broadside. None of the shot from the ship could reach the bat- 
tery with any effect, as, although they fired their heaviest guns 
at a great elevation, the balls only came bowling up towards 
us. The practice made by this Lancaster was not as successful 
as hjid been anticipated. The greatest care was taken by the 
two naval officers in command of the battery, which was 
entirely maimed by sailors, in putting in the exact charge and 
the proper length of fdze, but nevertheless every shot went 
either a little too much to the right or left, or too high or too 
low. I think near 30 of these shells were fired before one 
took effect, but that one was supposed to have exploded in 
her, and, if it did, must have much discomposed the crew. 
Considering that each of these shells cost near 25/., it was 
rather expensive work. 

T then went into the Five-Gun battery , on the extreme right 
of our attacks. It had done good service during the day, 
althougli we had more casualties in it than in any other. 
Thev were occasioned chieflv bv the fire from two steamers in 
the harbour, that steamed round and round in a circle, and in 
that maimer tired both their broadsides, and fiom the fact of 

I 
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their keeping always on the move they weie veiy difficult to 
liit. Neverthelefls, in the course of the day, one of them was 
disabled hy our shot, and had to sheer off. It was most 
amusing to see the sailors who manned the guns in this 

battery ; there were two reliefs of them, and, as soon as one 
had done its turn of duty, you heard the officer in command 

say, " Now then, second relief, fall in ; you others can go and 
sky-larlc." A nice place in which to 8ky-lark, with 68-ponnd 
shot and 13-iiich shell dropping in amongst you every moment I 
However, the blue-jackets did not mind, and took the jter- 
iiiission given them quite literally; and in a minute ever so 
many of them had jumped on ihe parapet to see them b — y 
Cushions;" then some fellow would cry, ** Look out, shot!*' 
and down they <tll jumped, and after the iron messenger had 
passed over, or exploded, as the case might bo, they were all 
up again, talking at such a rate, and making the drollest 
remarks, giving &eir private opinion as to the siege, and how 
the place ought to he taken. 1 belieye there was not a man 
among them who did not think that the Naval Brigade would 
have taken the town with ease. I never saw a finer hody of 
men, and the way they tossed about the heaviest guns was 
the best proof of tiie strength and power they possessed. The 
Boyal Artillery worked admirably, going through the regula- 
tion motions in serving the guns as if they were being 
inspected at Woolwich. They suffered less than the sailors, 
as they were not so foolhardy in exposing themselves unne- 
cessarily ; among the latter many a fine fellow has lost his 
life from his anxiety to see what effect the shot just fired 
wt^uld take, and in so doing exposed himself to be hit by the 
enemy. 

A little before 4 P.M. the only explosion in the English lines 
took place. An ammunition waggon having broken down, 
some of the powder-boxes had been left a little way in rear of 
our right attack, and these were blown up by a shell from the 
enemy: fortunately no one was hurt, although there was a 
large oovering party stationed a few yards from it. Some 
minutes later we blew up a considerable magazine in rear of 
the Malakoff battery, which completely dilenced the guns in its 
neighbourhood for some time. 

At 4.30 P.M. the Hussians made a sortie on the French 
extreme left. It consisted of some 200 men, who advanced 
rayiidly in a most gallant manner, drove in the French pickets, 
and got up to within 50 or 60 yards of their batteries. They 
were met with so destructive a fire from the guard of the 
trenches, that they were forced to retire as quickly as they 
advanced, leaving behind them many killed and wounded. 
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The allied fleets witlidrew from before the batteries of the 

town, and returned to their former anchorage, about 6i p.m. 
Soon after, as it be^^n to get dusk, the firing on both sides 
8enj>ibly diminished. Lord liagluii then returned to llead- 
quartei^s, and sent orders to our batteries that they were only 
to answer the lire from the enemy, gun for gun, during the 
night. General Canrobert sent to Lord Kaglan to say that he 
hoped without doubt to open lire again on the Russian w urka 
the following morning. Nobody, however, believed him ! 

Thus oosclnded our first day's bombardment, of which tlie 
English may be justly proud. Our Engineers, especially, 
deserve much credit for the efficient manner in which the 
trenches have been constructed, and the good cover thej 
afford. To our artillery also (naval and militar} ) groat praise 
is due for the admirable fire kept up during tioe whole day, 
under disadvantageous circumstances. In other respects the 
day was lost to the Allies, for during the night the enemy 
repaired, to a great extent, the damage our fire had done, and 
indeed succeeded in opening a fresh battery in tlie garden on 
the west side of the Man-of-War Creek. The disasters mot 
■with by the French are to be attributed to the inefficient man- 
ner in which they have conntructed their trenches. An officer 
of the Corps du (;ienie, who had been through both of our 
attacks, told me he was struck with the solidity of our works 
in comparison with those of the French, and especially the 
strength with which we constructed our magazines. In their 
^rendaes many of the magazines are actually placed in the 
parapet — a plan which thej will not adopt after this day's 
experience. An artillery officer told me he had calculated 
that the English and Bussians had fired during this day up- 
wards of 20,000 shot and shell at one another. In spite of tlus 
our losses have not been as severe as would be naturally ex- 
pected ; as far as I can ascertain they were as follows : — In 
the trenches, 6 killed and 17 wounded; with the covering 
parties, 27 killed and 04 wounded; total, 144 casualties. The 
French loss is stated at about 130 killed and 370 wounded; 
total 500 casualties ; of these near two-thirds were caused by 
the explosions. 

This nioraing, as had been anticipated, the Russians opened 
their fire from almost every gun opposed to the English 
attacks ; we were quite prepared for wem, having made good 
the damage done to our works yesterday. In gans we are 
weaker ; one of our " Lancasters ** having burst and two 32* 
pounders being disabled by the fire from the town. They hope 
to replace them during the day, and also to get in some of our 
10-inch mortarSi which as yet have not firod once. As had 
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also boon anticipated, General Canrobcrt sent to Lord Baglan 
to say tliat they found it would be impossible for them to open 
fire dormg any part of the day, bnt would without fail recom- 
mence to-morrow ; this was doubted also. A pleasant look-out 
to have to bear the entire fire of the Russians until our allies 
chose to open again. 

Tliis morning Lord Baglan received a letter from Sir Ed- 
mund Lyons, giving him an account of the performances of 
the allied fleets yesterday. I have ascertained the following 
from some naval officers concerned in the matter: it appears 
that on the KUli instant a Council of War was held by the 
admirals as to the best mode of co-operating with the land forces 
on the following day. It was tlien au^rced tliat the attack 
should be made by the line-of-battle ships of the allied fleets 
in a semicircle : the French, on the right, to engage the 
sea-defences on the southern side of the town, aided by two 
Turkish liners in the centre ; while, on the left, the English 
fleet was to attack the northern forts of ScTastopol. 

There is a shoal running from Cape Constantino (which is 
half a mile north of the fort of that name) in a south-westerly 
direction for a distance of a mile and a half; this shoal crosses 
tlie direct entrance of the harbour, over which there is only 
8 fathom water. Consequently it is hardly safe for line-of- 
battle ships to cross, except in the very calmest weather. But 
there is a passage somewhat nearer the land wliere the depth of 
water increases to 13 fathom. It was proposed that the sliipa 
should enter by this passage, take np fheir positions inside tlio 
above-mentioned shoal, placing themselves as near as practi- 
cable to the enemy's woi ks. The fleets were to go into action, 
and anchor in their respective places as soon after 10 a.m. as 
possible. For this purpose it was necessary to weigh early, 
as the majority of the large ships were at some distance ; a 
portion lying off the Eatcha river. Accordingly, soon after 
6 o'clock on the morning of the 17th, the French fleet com- 
menced their preparations, but to their astonishment no signs 
of movement were apparent among the English. Admiral 
Ilamelin, seeing this inactivity continue, proceeded on board 
the flag-ship, ** Britannia." accompanied by his Chef (fEttU 
Major (Captain of the Fleet), Rear- Admiral Bouet-Villaumez, 
to ascertain the cause from Admiral Dundas. ITc found the 
English Admiral in a state of indecision respectiTig the forth- 
coTiiiT]',*; nffnf-k, as he intimated that he could not risk his 
lieet, which was made of wood, asj^ainst tlie batteries, which 
were made of stone." Such was the explanation given to Ad- 
miml Ilamelin by the English Naval Commander-in-Chief, 
for the nuii-fullilment of the arrangements which they had 
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both signed and agreed to on the 16th inst. The French Ad* 
miral expressed his surprise and annoyance at the extraordi- 
nary conduct of his coileagney and, without further parley, 
quitted the cabin and returned to his ship in high dudgeon. 
Sir £dmund Lyons (who had come on board duiing the discus- 
sion), however, assured the French Captain of the Fleet, who 
had remained after his chief had left, that be would be answer* 
able for the English ships being in their places, and with this 
assurance Admiral Bouet-Villaumez departed.* ^Mlat passed 
between the two British admirals it is unnecessary liorc in re- 
late ; suflRce it to say, that the English fleet were shortly after- 
wards ordered to get under way. 

But all this consultation had taken up so much -valuable 
time, aiad caused such delay, that, instead of the fleet going 
into action by 10 a.m., they did not commence their fiie till 
near 1 p.v. Each sailing line-of-hattle ship had a steamer 
' lashed alongside, so they could shift theirpoeition without 
having to rely on their sailing powers. The whole opened 
with a tremendous roar of artiUery ; hut the Russians replied 
ahnost as heayily. Sir £dmuud Lyons brought the "Aga- 
memnon" within 700 yards of Fort Constantine, and 
then ox>ened fire; he was supported by the *' Sanspareil,'* 
** Queen,*' and ** Albion," and, after a time, by the " London,'* 
•* Rodney/' and ** Bellerophon" also. The enem}' fired a great 
quantity of red-hot shut, which caused our shi])S considerable 
annoyance, especially those just mentioned. The "Queen'* 
and " Albion" were both badly on fire, and liad to retire for 
some time out of action. The " Agamemnon" and " London" 
were also on fin more than once, but without doing them 
much damage. The *' Agamemnon " never changed her posi- 
tion from the moment she came into action, with omy 3 or 4 feet 
of water under her keel, till past 5 p.m., when the ships were 
signalled to come out, and during this time she fired nd less 
than 8500 shot and shell. Fort Constantine was several times 
silenced and greatly damaged; and it is said Sir Edmund 
Lyons thought that, if the original plan had been carried out, 
the fort would have heen completely destroyed. The rest of the 
English fleet were from 1800 to 2200 yards off from the enemy's 
batteries ; f. and at that great distance the shot told with but 

* la fhe previous editions of thb wofk, the author, from Tnisapprehension, cast 
blame upon Atlniii al Hamelin for having caused thp ^ l iv in the naval op^rntioiw of 
the 17th October, 1854 ; butas be has since ascertained the incorrectness ot im statt> 
meat, he takes Hub opportunity of adoiowledgiug his error, and of expressing his 
regret that he should thus have heen led to cast censure upon a distinguished 
Fwnch officer. 

t As a proof of the distance that some of the British fleet were from the sea- 
defeoees of iSevajitopol, it may be mentioned that on board the "Britannia" the 
necwtracb wen remoTod to give tlie ncccssarj' elevatioo to tin gaw I 
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little effect against the stone walls of the forii. The French 
fleet were for the most part somewhat nearer. Altogether I 
fear the naval attack was even a greater failure than that by 
land. I thinlv the Russians have good reason to he proud of 
this their first successful check against a hitherto victorious 
enemy. The loss in our fleet was 47 killed, 234 wounded, 
total 281 casualties ; and in the French Ueet (as far as I oaa 
ascertain), 29 killed, ISO wounded, total 209 casualties. 



Hcid-qtiaiiers before SeTartopol, October 23rd, 1854. 

We ore still flring away as hard and load as ever, and ha^e 
made consideiable impression on the enemy's works. Their 
fire is mnch slower and &r less accurate than it was. We 
have had a good many deserters from the town since the com- 
mencement of our homhardment on the 17th instant. These 
men all represent the state of things to he very bad in Sevas- 
topol. The losses among the troops have been great, and the 
sailors of the fleet, who have been employed for the most part 
in the batteries opposed to the Kngli.sh attacks, have sutYered 
dreadfully. Of course it is difficult to know how much to 
believe from deserters, especially anything connected with 
numbers, but they all put their losses at from 3000 to 4000 
siucii the moniiug of the 17th. We had no assistance from 
the French batteries till the 20th, but sijoce then they have 
improved their fire yery mnch, and are now ponnding away 
with consideTable rapidily. They have kno^ed about the 
Bastion du Mftt, and nearly silenced it; but the Bussians ap* 
pear to be constructing a very formidable earthwork in its rear» 
which it is to 1 feared will cause us much trouble and annoy* 
ance. During the night of the 20th and 21st the Russians 
made a sortie on the r^t of the French trenches. Our allies 
were taken by surprise, and consequently the enemy got into 
one of their batteries and spiked their mortars; the French 
rallied immediritclv, driving the Kussians back, killing G and 
taking 4 wounded men prisciners, one of whom, a youug officer, 
died within 12 hours of his wound. The French state their 
loss as only 7 men wuuuded. 

Yesterday (22nd) Lord Dunkellin was taken prisoner by a 
party of Cossacks. About 4i a.m., he had to go in command 
of a working party of the Guards down into our right attack, 
to repair some damage done to part of a battery from the fire 
of the place. His party arriTed at die engineer park after the 
time ordered, and consequently too late to go with the morn- 
ing relief; they, therefore, #hunied on to overtake the rest. 
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Someliow in {he twiliglit they mistook the rayine and went 
down a wrong one, when, suddenly oomin^ on a picket and 
receiving neither challenge nor reply to theirs, it was thought 
something was wrong, bo Lord Dinikellin halted the party 
and adyanced alone. His men waited for a few minutes and 
then saw the picket moving away ; they still remained, but, 
linding Lord Dtinkclliri did not return, concluded that lie had 
been T7inde prisoner, and therefore rtiRrrhrd h:\ok to the camp. 
Kg blame is to be attached to the men, as, being a \vurkin«2; 
party, they were unarmed, and tlierefore could not attack an 
armed picket, even should it consist but of a third of thoir 
number. Lord iJunkellin is the first English ofRcer captured 
by the enemy ; he is a good deal censured for being late, imd 
thus causing the servioe to be put to inconvenience. 

Our attaeks have been and are being gi eatly strengthened 
both with regard to the number and weight of the pieces of 
oidnanoe, and tlie parapets are made higher and thicker. We 
luvre 4 more 68-pounderB in position, aiid several 32'pounder8 
have been put in battery in place of damaged 24-pounders. 
We are constructing a battery on a spur running out into the 
ravine between the English and French trenches, which will 
fire up the Man-of-War Creek, and it is expected will cause 
the Kussians to move their ships. It will also command a bridge 
of boats across the creek, which we hope to destroy. This bat- 
tery is to be armed with two 82-|iuunders and a 10-inch raortar. 
The enemy having ]»laced a heavy gun up on the heights of 
Inkermann, close to the niins, which would command a por- 
tion of our camp, a sandbag battery for 2 guns was therefore 
ordered to be constructed in advance of the 2nd Division, to 
silence it. Thk batteiy was finished yesterday morning, and 



gun at the ruins, and very soon made them withdraw it out of 
our sight and fill up the embrasure ; so we shall not probably 
again be annoyed by it. 

Since I wrote on the 18th we have lost a most valuable officer. 
Colonel Alexander. He comnumded the Boyal Engineers since 
the death of General Tylden, the morning after Alma, and died 
of apoplexy on the 10th instant. He is succeeded by Captain 
Gordon, an officer of gieat talent and wonderful coolness under 
fire ; he is, moreover, what I fear is rarely to bo found in the 
army, a truly religious man. The Naval Brigade have suftered 
more in the trenches than the Royal Artillery. Tliey have 
lost two young officers who were most highly spoken of, 
Lieutenantjs Ruthven and Greathead ; 1 mention them in par- 
ticular, as they displayed so much courage and intelligence in 
'Qieir respectiye battenes* * . . 




They opened on the enemy*s 
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Captain Peel, of H.M.S. '* Diamond,** has also distinguished 
himself greatly for his marvellous sang frdd in action. The 
other day a shell fell close to a gun wluch he was laying, so 
he took tlie Hhell and lifted it over the parapet ; it exploded 
as it left his haii<ls without doing any damage, whereas, had it 
burst on the spot where it fell, probably several men would 
have been wounded, if not killed.* It is reported tliat on 
Friday last the port-admiral in Sevastopol, Admiral Korniloif, 
died of his wounds received on the 17th. The deserters say 
that he had more to do with the defence of Sevastopol on the 
land side than any one else, although not in actual command 

of the batteries. He was very civil to F and me when 

we were in Nicholieff 3 years ago. He spoke EDglish 
perfectly, and had been in London for some months during 
the time the "Vladimir" steam frigate was being built at 
Blackwall, as the Emperor^s yadht for the Black Boa. 

The Hussians made a strong reconnaissance of our position 
before Balaklava on the 2l8t; indeed there have been several 
alarms at night as vf^U as during the day. This harasses tho 
cavalry not a little, as after an alarm they are kept saddled 
for hours. Tho horses begin to show work, and a great 
number are not fit for duty and look the ghosts of their former 
selves. The redoubts before Balaklava are so far finished as 
to be each garrisoned by some 4 com])anies of Turks, with 8 
or 9 iron guns of position. These works are not strong, yet 
aro capable of holding in check any sudden attack on Bala- 
klava, if properly defended. I am sorry to say these Turks 
do not seem worm much ; they are veiy idle, and there is the 
gi eatest difficuliy in getting them to work, even though it is 
for their own seonrity and comfort. But we must hope for 
the best. 

I have just heard fzom a deserter the names of the Eussian 
ships sunk across the entrance of the harbour of Sevaslopol. 
They are the "Holy Trinity," 120 guns; Eosteslaff," 84 
guns ; " Zogoodich," 84 guns ; " Oriel," 80 guns ; '* Silistria," 
80 guns; *' Sisiopoli," 40 guns; and the *' Koolevche," 40 
guns : total, five ships of tho line and two frigates, with 528 
guns. These ships, with the exception of one of tho frigates, 
had all their gims and stores on board and llieir rigging 
standing ; this last has been cut away sinee the ships were 
sunk ; a pail of the hulls of the largest ships are visible just 
above water, and a few feet of maste are occasionally to be 
observed. Since we opened fire it is reported that two war« 
steamers have been disabled, and one obliged to be sunk. 

* For this act of bravery, in conjunction witli others hereafter fioticcd, Captaia 
received the Victois Cms. 
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CHAP TEE VIL 

Poeition of the Allfes, Oct 25lih, BabklATa—Eastern Mghto— Fii]d*work, Ka- 
dikoi--TnridahKdoii1»to^Encm7ftppmi»--Captaiii Maude— Lord Raglan and 
Genera] Caittobert— Flight of tha Tiiik»--Captnre af xedoubti bf tha enemy— 

" Shii>, Johnnj, ship"— 93rd regiment— Rufdaa caTalry turn tail— Charge of 
hen T- jr. brigade — LurJ Canlitran's respect for orders — Captain Nolan and Lord 
Lucan — Charge of lijjht brigade — Miistorly retreat of the Ocneral— Colonel 
Shewell — Cliabseurs d'Afriqne — Casualties — Russians retire — Kcinforcements 
fof Balaklava— Sir De Lacy Kvaiis's ai^tion, Oct. '26th — Kussian rejoicings in 

' Serast^pol— Flag of trnae— ^oii« aonuiMa CAr^fKnu"— English priBonen— 
ProgreH of siege— Russian ieinforcements>-<* Sanspareil "—English extreme 
right — Cold nights^Inlbnnatioa from Russian desertera— Zonavca and horse- 

, 6esh— Russian canaoiiada^ilbiess of Sir De Lacj Evans— Iforement of light 
cavalry, 

Head-qnartors before Sevastopolt October 28th, 1854. 

It is with sorrow that I sit dowB to write to you, as I shall 
have to tell of the deaths of kg many brother officers who fell 
in the action of the 25th before Balaklava — for the most part 
uselessly sacrificed, as the results do not at aU make up for our 
loss. But I should fiist endeavour to give you some sort of 
idea of the position occiiy^if<l by the Allies on the morning tliat 
the battle took ]>lace. Ever since the occupation of Balaklava 
we have been strengthening the position — already strong by 
nature, but still quite oj)eu to the attack of an enterpribing 
enemy. As I before mentioned, the harbour is almost sur- 
rounded by hills of great height, the sides of which rise with 
perpendicular abruptness from its quiet waters. The hills on 
the west of the harbour c<»itiiii]e in suocession imtil they 
merge, near the monfustery of St Qeorge, into the high plateau 
before Sevastopol. On the east of the harbour the heists are 
the eommencement of a long range of hills — indeed one may 
call them mountains — ^that extend all along the southern coasrfc 
of the Crimea. Fortunately for the strength of our positi(jn, 
the first hill is abnost out off from the remainder by a deep 
ravine which runs up from the plain before Balaklava tow^ards 
the sea, and is only connected by a narrow ridge a few yards 
in breadth. One of the earliest works done after our arrival 
was to construct a batter}' that would sw^eep this ridge, and 
thus render it imprac;ti cable for any body of the enemy to 
force, except at an enormuiis sacrifice of life. Fi om this point 
all the wav do^vn to the jdain a parapet, with occasioniil small 
l>attt;iit;£>, hud betsii coiibUucted. lu these wuika iuc buveial 
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o2-pofiindeT iron howitzers, whicli for tlie most part are manned 
by marine artillery, as the entire heights have up to this time 
been occupied by 1100 of the Boyal Marines from the fleet — 
as fine a body of men as you could wish to see. In front of 
Balaklava, at the distance of rather more than a mile, near the 
village of Kadikoi, a considerable work has hoen constructed, 
armed with several gnns of position, but being unconnected 
with the heights on eitlier side is not of any great strength, as 
it is liable to be turned on both flanks. In a sliort time these 
defects will be remedied, but up to the present moment 
our men have been overworked; indeed I think it is quite 
wonderful the amount of labour that they have accomplished 
dnring the short time we have been here. To the west from 
the last-mentioned work (in front of the head of the harbour) 
are two small batteries on elevated groond on the xoad to 
Sevastopol, and after following this for a mile you come to the 
base of the great plateau on which the allied armies are 
encamped. The edge of this plateau forms the northern side 
of the valley of Balaklava, and continues in a north-easterly 
direction till it reaches the valley of the Tchemaya, when, 
turning sharply round to tlie west, it passes the heights of 
Inkermann, and terminates at the. head of the harbour of 
Sevastopol. Prom the southern extremity of this same valley 
Balaklava), commencing at the village of Kamara, winds 
literally so) a ridge of hills, coming to an abnipt ending in 
the table-land in the neighbourhood of M'Kenzie's Farm. I 
before told you that we have been for some time oonstmoting 
a series of redoubts across tiie abovementioned valley, about 
two miles north of the town of Balaklava. The most easterly 
of these works is situated on Canrobert^s Hill ; it is that of the 
greatest importance, as from its elevated position it overlooks 
the village of Kamara, and commands the two nearest of the 
chain of redoubts. Such are the works constructed for the 
defence of our base of operations. 

Early on the morning of the 2r)th instant it was discovered 
from the most advanced of the Turkish redoubts that largo 
bodies of troops were marching towards Balaklava. Tiord 
Lucan was in the reduiiht at the moment, and lost no time in 
ordering the cavalry division un<ler arms ; an ali'air of only a 
few momenta, as the cavalry are always ready to turn out an 
hour before daylight. Information of this was sent to Sir 
Colin Campbell and Lord Baglan. In the mean time Barker's 
battery (9-poundeTB) and Illaude^s troop (6-pounders) of horse 
artillery were ordered up, supported by the Greys. Our guns 
opened a smart fire on the enemy, but, the distance being too 
greats they did not tell with much effect The RnsSans 
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replied with leveial batteries of heavier calibre tium ours, and 
we therefore got rather the worst ©fit; add 1 to which, for 
some reivsoii that I hove not yet heard explained, our artilleiy 
had only a few rounds per gun, instead of the usual quantity 
of ammunition. I am sorry to say that we have lost the 
Ber^nces of Captain Mandc. lie was scYcrely wounded by a 
shell irom the enomy, which burst as it struck his horse on 
the shoulder. 

On receiving the report of the Kussian advance. Sir Colin 
Campbell immediately ordered out all the available troops 
under his comiiiand. The batteries were all manned, and the 
Eoyal Marines lined the parapets on the eastern heights of the 
town. Sir Ck>lin caused the 93rd Highlanders, and a company 
fnm the Iinralid Battalion (mustering about 100 men), to be 
placed in line midway between the defences of the place and 
the line of redoubts, in a position where they could best 
repulse any attempt on the part of the enemy to advance on 
the town. Shortly before 8 a.m. (on the 25th) Lord Baglan 
received intelligence frcon Lord Lucan (^commanding the 
cavalry) that the enemy were advancing in force towards 
Balaklava. Lord Kaglan and his Staff immediately proceeded 
to the edge of the plateau, whore the whole of the valley could 
be overlooked, as well as the port and tovn^ of Balaklavfi. On 
arriving at this point we saw strong bodies of tioops ad- 
Tancing, some along the valley (mustly cavalry and artillery), 
and others appearing over the ridge, at the end of which is 
the village of Kamara. On seeing the force in which the 
enemy were. Lord Kaglan sent an aide-de-camp to order the 
Ist and 4th diTisicns down into the valley, to reinforce 
the troops under the command of Sir Colin CampbeU. In* 
formation was also sent to General Canrobert, who im> 
mediately ordered the division of General Bosquet to be got 
imder arms, and oame himself with his staff shortly after and 
joined Lord fiaglan. 

A few moments after our arrival the Hussians established a 
batteiT of field artillery close to the village of Kamara, aTid 
opened fire on No. 1 redoubt (that on Canrobert's Hill); at 
the same time a column of infantry (!^nme 1200 men) advanced 
up to it, the Turkish gammon firing on them in a desultoiy 
sort of way with small arms, but without attempting to servo 
their heavy guns. To our intense disgust, in a few moments 
we saw a little stream of men issue from the rear of the 
redoubt, and run down the hill-side towards our lines; these 
were immediately followed by a regular cloud of fugitiTes,' 
and the Bussians entered the fort to mid it garrisoned by dead 
and wounded men. In this work they captured 4 iron guns 
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of position which wo had lont the Turks. A man of the Boy al 

Artillery had been put in charge of these guns, and did his 
duty well by Bpikinp; them when he found they were to be 
abaudoned to the enemy. Tliey \v<'n> cunsequeutly rendered 
useless for the time. ITins in a few uiuments we lost, thnnitrh 
ihr ' uiitoinuied cowardice of the Turks, the key of our ati- 
ViUKX'd line of defence. The Russians poured into the work, 
and very speedily gut some field-pieces u]> to it, and then 
opened fire on the next redoubt. The giiiison of No. 2 
redoubt, when they saw the Kussians enter No. 1, immediately 
bethought themselyes of flight, instead of attempting to hold it 
for a moment i^^nst the enem^, and, to the indignation of all, 
yre saw these miserables ooming out of the work laden with 
their haggage» &o,^ and deliberately marohing to the rear» 
The Russians opened on them from the field-guns they had in 
No. 1 redoubt, and caused them severe loss. Directly tho 
Turks found they were being fired into, they dispersed like a 
flock of sheep* and ran across the valley, numbers throwing 
away their arms and accoutrements to facilitate their flight. 
So much for our Turkish allies. Many were the curses loud 
and deep that were heaped on their devoted heads. 

During this time the Knssians had been advaiicin;:;, and we 
now began to ^lu ss pretty a(;cnrately as tu tlieir numbers. 
They were vaiiously stated at from 20,000 to 30,000 men. 
Of these al)ont 2000 were artillery, 6000 cavalry, and tho 
remainder infantry. Larj^e parties of the enemy's cavalry, 
consisting chiefly of the Cossacks of the Don, were let loose on 
the runaway Turks. The yells of these wild horsemen could 
be distinctly heard where we were as they galloped after these 
unhappy Moslems, numbers of whom were lulled by theiv 
lances. Directly the Turks abandoned No. 2 redoubt, the 
enemy sent a body of in^Emtiy with two or three field-pieces to 
occupy it and fire into No. 3 redoubt. They also got poe* 
session of 3 more iron guns of position (12-poundei*s), but. 
which had been spiked by the English artilleryman in charge* 
A certain number of the Turks of No. 2 redoubt, when they 
vacated the work, ran over to No. 3, and thus strengthened 
its gan-ison. These, after firing a few shots, were seized with 
a panic, and consef]uently got into confusion, and, in ilio 
course of a few moments, wo had the annoyance of serinu; 
No. 8 redoubt evacuated in the same manner as the others, its 
garrison for the most part running towards Balaklava, though 
some few ran into No. 4 redoubt. The enemy directly oc- 
cupied the vacated foil, and thus captui*ed 2 more of our guns. 
Sir Colin Campbell, who was with the 93rd regiment and 
invalids, managed to check a certain number of the fugitives. 
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and formed them up on eacli flank of tho English troops. 
Some 300 might have heen thus disposed, but the greater 
number continued on till they amved inside our works at 
Balaklava. 

The enemy's cavalry now began to advance over the rising 
ground between Nos. 2 and 3 redoubts, formed up in a heavy 
column. These divided in two partn, tlio larger portion remain- 
in;^ ID reserve, and the other (a body of ( ossacks and Hussars of 
600 horses') moved across the valley in the direction of the Eng- 
lish and Turkish troops in line, under the command of Sir 
Colin Campbell. The entnny advanced at a good pace, but 
in anything but a confidt nt manner, as tliei'e was much tailing 
and flying out of the ranks on each side. On they rode, and, 
when about 600 }'aids off, the Turks on our flank (without 
ord(n's) fired a harmless volley, then turned, and ran as fa^st as 
their legs could cany them towards tho town, some calling 
out, " iShipy Johnny^ shi^ /" alluding to the vessels in harbour* 
The advancing Bussians, seeing this cowardly behaviour on 
the part of our allies, gained fresh courage wemselYes, and 
came on witib a rush, yelling in a very barbarous manner* 
and which on badly disciplined troops would probably have 
had an intimidating effect. The British soldier, however, 
only laughed at their yells, and, when they -had come a 
hundred yards nearer, gave them their first volley, which 
materially checked both their pace and noise. Yollcy number 
two then ning out, as clear and compact as at an ordinary 
field-d;iy. This was enough for the Thiskies ; we immediately 
had tlic satisfaction of seeing ihem wheel round to their left., 
and gallop off towards Canrobert's Hill in great confus>*ion and 
fear, marking theii' course by tho killed and wounded that 
dropped from the saddle, anil iho number of riderless horses 
galloping about in all directions. 

In the mean time the Bussians had been collecting their 
forces on the most commanding ground. A laige mass of 
Jnfantiy was posted close to the Tillage of Kamaia : some were 
also hid from our view, between it and Canrobert's Hill; 
whilst opposite, extending from there to the Tchemaya river, 
were several battalions of infantry, three or four batteiies, and 
another large body of Cossacks ; and on some high ground 
close to the river, projecting into the valley, was a battery 
of 8 guns, supported by a regiment of infantry. On seeing 
these j)reparations on the jiart of the Kussians, Lord Raglan 
ordered the brigade of light cavaliy to take post on the ridge, 
just at the foot of the i)lateau where we were standing. From 
this ])oint they could watch and take advantage of any move- 
nient on the part of the enemy. Lord liaglan's object was tg 
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place the cavalry iu a }x>sitio]i of safety, and at the same time 
-ptevent a general aotioii coming on until the arrival of the 
ist and 4th Divisiona, I should mention that Barker^s batteiy 
of artillery, placed near Sir Oolin Campbell and his in&nti^; 
had done good service against the fljing enemy* when they 
retired before the volleys of the Highlanders. The ti-oop of 
horse artillery attached to the division of cavalry was stationed 
near the heavy brigade, under cover of a vineyard, ready to 
come into action at a moment's notice. The body of Kiissian 
cavalry that remained on the ridge between the two redoubts 
last captured had witnessed the defeat of their crtnirades. 
They now turned their attention to the English cavalry, and, 
seeing a portion of tlie heavy bngade without support, at once 
descend id, and advaiici d at a rapid ))acc against them. Directly 
the I'lu kish garrison of No. 4 redoubt saw the enemy's cavalry 
in movement, fancying Lkat it was to cut them off, the^ rushed 
out of the work towards our troops. The enemy, seeing this, 
sent a body of infantry to occupy it. Fortunately there were 
no guns in this work. Brigadiei^eneral Scfurlett, by Lord 
Lucan's order, immediately placed the Greys and iHinniBkillens 
in line, sent to the 5th Dragoon Guards to support them on 
the right, and to the Boyals and 4th Dragoon Guards to attack 
on the idft. The Eussian cavalry, consisting of hussars and 
dragoons in front, backed up by a host of Cossacks, mustering 
in all some 3000 sabres, came on, gmdnally slackening their 
pace as they saw the English cavalry advance towards them 
in such perfect order and confidence. The pace of the Russians 
got slower and sknver the nearer we approjiched, and, at the 
moment the two bodies met, the }*usbians were almost at a 
halt. The front line of the English cavalry was not able to 
meet the enemy at the pace that they wdshed, as they had to 
cross through what had been the camp of the light cavalry, 
and the ground was strewed vrith articles that had not as yet 
been removed, and consequently impeded the ranid movement 
of tiiese two raiments. Kevertiieless, our fellowB went in 
with a will that told with striking effect on the enemy, and, 
after a moment's pause, we saw them disappear in the midst 
of the mass of Kussians. For a second we were all anxious 
for the result : but a minute later and the 4th Dragoon Guards 
and Eoyals charged the enemy on the one flank, whilst the 
6th Dragoon Guards attacked them on the other. The 
Russians made a momentary stand, and then you saw the 
entire body of men and horses move back a little ; and after a 
minute or two the whole make a nisli to the rear, our dragoons 
cutting and slashing about them with an energy and force that 
must have been deeply felt on the heads and shoulders of the 
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fugitive Russians. In this encounter our loss was scarce 20 
casualties, whereas that of the enemy was put at over 200. 
When Lord Baglan saw the successfiil manner in which the 
charge had heen made, he sent down an oiScer of his Sta£f to say 
** Well done I" to GeneraL Scarlett It is much to be regretted 
that the brigade of li^t ca^aliy, nnder command of Lord 
Cardigan, did not attack the enemy in flank and rear when 
ihey first met the heavy brigade, as the defeat would have 
been more complete, and numbers of prisoners might have been 
taken. Captain Morris, who commanded the 17th Lancers, 
pointed ont to Lord Cardigan the opportTmity that offered of 
charging the enemy ; but the J^arl said ho was placed in that 
particular spot, and should not move without oixlers. In vain 
Captain Morris beggod to be allowed to charge with his 
regiment alone. Loixi Cardigan would not give his permission.* 
The heavy brigade were unable to pursue the Eussian cavalry 
for any distance, as they came under the fire from the redoubts 
captured by the enemy ; indeed, as it was, we lost 3 or 4 men 
from the effects of their shot. 

Shortly after thie saccessful charge a portion of the Turks 
who had bolted were led hack by their Pasha Into redoubt 
"No* 5, which they had abandoned just before, and which had 
never been occupied by the enemy. The Kussians were 
evidently very much cowed by the reverse their cavaLy had 
met with, and all their forces were somewhat drawn back, and 
placed closer together. About 10 a.m. the 1st Division began 
to descend into the valley from the platean. Directly the 
Russians saw this leinforcement amve they abandoned Kos. 3 
and 4 redoubts, blowing up th* - small magazitles they contained. 
The l8t Division marclied down into the valley, and was placed 
in two lines, en edielon. their right resting on the ground Sir 
Colin occupied with his infantry, and their left near Ko. 3 
redoubt. The brigade of Guards formed the first line, and 
the Highland brigade the second. The enemy fired a few 
rounds of shot and shell from Canrobert Hill at these troops, 
but the distance was too great for them to take effect. Ihdf 
an hour after the arrival of the 1st, the 4th Division made its 

* Tlie Earl of Cardigan has deniod the whole of the above statement since the 
publication of the first edition of this work, and declared it to be ** totally without 
fbnndBtioa adding ** that Captain Morris never gave any advice, or made any 
|»roj)n.sjil of the soit that " it was not his duly to do so;" and that hp ** did not 
commit such an irregularity.'* The conversation, however, lias b^en frequently 
related by Captain (now Lieutenajit-Colonei and C.B.) Morris, in the presence of 
officers of higli rank, at varioas times and places. Besides which, the author has 
been assured by other officers of the 17th I-anorrs, who u tTp prcsont at tlu- time, 
of the truth of his statement, one uf them r riding tliat even the men in the ranks 
clamoured to be ai lowed to attack the euewy. 
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appearance ; it was placed in column on the slope of the lidgo 
hetweenNos. 3 and 5 redoubts. At 11 a.m. General Canrobeit 
and his staff came up to Lord Baglan, and about the same time 

two squadrons of the Chasseurs d'Afrique moved under us to 
the left of the Turkish redoubts, and formed up across the 
Woronzoff road. The 1st Division of the French army had 
been ordered to join the English in the vallej, together with 
two batteries of artillery ; these arr*ived after a time, and were 
placed in rescrrc, under the hei*;ht.s on which Lord Ka<i;lan 
and General Canrobert had statioTird themselves. The enemy 
still continued to place his trnit])s ( ii the defensive. They 
brought a battery of 8 guns, and pof^rcd it at right angles to 
the chain of redoubts, between No. 2 and the Tehomaya river, 
80 as to sweep the valley. On each fiauk they had also 
artillery ; on that noiucst the river 8 guns, and on the uppohito 
side, close under No. 2 redoubt, a battery of 6. Belund all 
this artilleiy they had withdrawn their oavalry, in support 
which were great masses of in&ntry. 

It now becomes my task to relate to you the sad catastrophe 
of die day. If gallantry, courage, and daring can compensate 
in any way for the noble lives that were then sacrificed, we 
have every reason to be -proud of the chivalry displayed. 
Indeed, I question whether we can look upon it as a disaster, 
when we think of the impression that noble little band must 
have made upon our foes. Although the result was not that 
of victory, still it will be remembered in future days as ono 
of the brightest actions of Lritish darinu;, and as a brilliant 
proof of how little our troops consider the odds opposed to 
them when "dutv points the way." i>uL to jvnirn to tho 
action. It was now shortly after 11 a.m.: Lord l^ii^lau, 
from the place that he occupied, commanding as it did so 
extensive a view of the whole of the valley of Balaklava 
and the position of the Russian forces, thought that he per- 
ceived a retrc^rade movement on the part of the enemy. 
Upon a closer examination with our glasses it a^tpcared pretty 
evident that the Bussians were removing our guns which they 
had captured in the forts. Lord Raglan, wishing, therefore^ 
to prevent their object being attained, sent an order to Lord 
Lucan, to the effect that the cavalry were to advance ancl 
take any opportunity that might oflFer to recapture the heights. 
He ako ordered the 4th Division, under the command of Sip 
G. Cathcart, to support them. This opportunity did not occur, 
according to the view that Lord T^uean took of the matter. 
A pause of over half an hour ensued, after the lapse of which 
time Lord Kaglan, still under the impression — whether erro- 
neous or not it is iujiobdible to say — that the iiussiaus intend^ 
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immediately to retire and take 'witli them our gans, sent 
another omer to Lord Luoan. The order was ivritten by 
General Airey, the Quartermaster-General, who had been 
constantly at Lord Eaglan's side during the day. It was in 

the fullowing terms : ** Lord Ixaglan wishes the cavalry to advanCB 
rapidly to the front, follow the enemy, and try to prevent the enemy 
carrying aimy the guns. Troop of horse artilhry may accompany. 
French cavalry .is on your left. Immediate." Tliis order was 
intrusted to Captain Nolan, aide-de-cam]) to Geueral Airey, 
a cavalry officer of great experience. Previous to his de- 
parture he received cai'eful iiistructiuns both from Lord i iaglau 
and the Quartennastex^General. But before going any further, 
I must say that what follows is not meant in any way to 
disparage Captain Kolan. He was a man for whom I had 
a personal regard, and whose' opinion, in matters of his pro* 
lesfiion, was generally respected. Poor fellow I he is now no 
more ; and perhaps the best tribute we can pay to his memory 
would be to say that he died from an act of over-daring and 
courage. When the order was delivered to Lord Lncan he 
demurred for a moment to put it into execution, and asked 
Nolan what it was that be \viis to attack, who l eplied, I am told, 
** There, my Lord, is our enemy, and there are our guns at 
the same time pointing duwn the valley to where the enemy 
had the batteiy of 8 gims, placed as I before mentioned, with 
artillery also on each flank. Captain Nolan appears to have 
totally misunderstood the insii actions he had just before 
received ; *• the guns " in the written order, of course, alluded 
to those the enemy had captured in the redoubts, and which 
it was thought they were carrying away; and the direction 
which he (Nolan) pointed out to Lord Lucan was quite 
contrary to that intended by Lord Haglan. His manner also 
was scarcely that in which an aide-de-camp ought to address 
a general officer, and for which there was no reason or escuse. 
Lord Lucan appears to have considered that he was bound to 
charge the enemy, therefore made arrangements to carry out 
the object which ho supposed Tjord Eaglan had in view, lie 
consequently communicated with Lord Cai'digan, and desirfnl 
him to fonn tlio light brigade into two lines. JiOrd Cardigan 
remonstrated, and urged the uselcssness of making siu-li an 
attack ; but I^ord Lucan re})lied that his orders were iinpera- 
tive from the Coniiiiander-in-Chief, or words to that effect. 
The fatal order to advance was then given, and, to the horror 
of all of us on the heights above, we saw our handful of light 
cavalry advance down towards the Bussian batteries. We all 
Baw at once that a lamentable mistake had been made — by 
whose fiiult it was then impossible to say. Lord Baglan sent 
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down two of his Staff to ascertain the caii.se o£ all this, so Httla 
was it Ml intention that an attack of this nature ahofold 

take place. 

But to follow the fortunes of the light hrigndc. Tt consisted 
of scarce 700 horses, although composed of no less than 5 
different regiments. In the first line were 4 s< jiri<1n»ns of tlio 
13tli T^iVlit Dragoons and 17th Lancers ; in the second were 
4 j54ua<iruns of the 4th Liglit Dragoons and J 1th Hussars. 
Again, in their rear was 1 squadron of the 8th IIus^Hurs, as a 
sort of reserve. As they Rtart<^d into a trot, poor Nolan gal- 
loped some way in front of the brigade, ^vaving his sword and 
encouraging his men by voice and gesture. Before they had 
gone anj diiBtance &6 enemy's guns o2>ened on them at long 
I'ange. Nolan was the first man killed : some grape-eliot hit 
him in the chest : his horse turned and carried him to the 
rear thzongh onr advancing squadrons. His screams vrere 
heard &r above the din of battle, and he fell dead from his 
saddle near the spot where the order had been given for the 
charge. The pace of our cavalry increased every moment, 
nntil they went thundering along the valley* making the 
ground tremble henentli them. I'he awful slaughter that was 
going on, from the fire the enemy poured into them, appa- 
rently did not check their rareer. On they went, lieadloug to 
the death, disregarding aught but the object of tlieir attack. 
At length they arrived at the guns, their numbers sadly 
thinned, hut the few that remained made fearful havoc amongst 
the enemy s artillerj'men. Scarce a man escaped, except 
those who crept under their gun-carriages, and thus put them- 
selves out of the reach of our men's swords. This was the mo- 
ment when a general was most requiied, hnt nnfortnnately 
Lord Cardigan was not then present On coming up to the 
battery (as he afterwards himself described it) a gnn was 
fired close to him, and for a moment he thought his leg was 
gone. Such was not the case, as he remained unhurt ; however^ 
his horse took friglit — swerved round— and galloped off with 
him to the rear, passing on. the way by the 4th Light Dragoons 
and 8th Hussars before those regiments got up to the battery.* 

* The Earl of Cardigan has stated, since the publication of the iuat edition of 
ih\n book, thnt he considers the ncoonnt given of the part taken hj hfm in the 

liL'lit ( a\ alry charge " unu m thy of any r<']»ly, as it is well known " that he led the 
li^iit brigade up tn th<^ iJussian cavalry in mar of tlic battery, and "that the 
8th Hussars did not advance as far as the battery, but beeauie engagal with the 
Ku.ssian cavalry short of it.'* The author has relied on stAtements furnished him 
by officers actually engaged in the charge ; but aa the excellence of Lord Cardigan'a 
hoi-semanship !•< tiiUjUPstinnaMi', flic hh'-.i that liis horso ran away witli him is no 
(louht prrnn<'ou.< ! Several ofhcers of the 4th Ltiiht Draf:;;oi)ns and 8tli Ilr'^^-trs 
bear wituesii to tJie iact that his Loitishlp retired between those regiments tlicy 
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Yon may remember I mentioned that the enemy's caTalry were 
posted in roar of their gnns. On our advance some of their 
squadrons had been Avithdrawn to the hip;her gioTind on each 
flank, the infaniry remaining in its old po.sitiun, and these our 
cavalry had next to attack. Tlio EUiSsians did not wait to be 
assailed, but, on the apj)r()acli of our men, a very large ma- 
jority ran back to some biiish\vu<jd behind them, and where 
our men could not follow. At this time the whole of our 
squadrons that composed the first and the greater portion 
of the second line were in considerable disorder* Ko blame 
v^as to be attached to any one for this, as so many officers 
had been either killed, wounded, or had had their horses shot 
under them. The amazing number of riderlens horses that 
were galloping about, many of them wounded and wild with 
fiight, added also to the general confusion. Some of our ca^ 
valiy chased the Russians almost dovn to tbe Tchemaya river, 
but then had to return on their exhausted horses to rejoin the 
brigade. 

As soon as tho Eussians saw that all our squadrons had ar- 
rived at the' guns, they sent a large body of Lancers, near 
No. 3 redoubt, to cut ofi our retreat. This was first observed 
by one of the officers of the 8th Hussars (which regiment, as 
3'ou may remember, was in rear of the brigade), who jmrne- 
diately rode up and informed Colonel Shewell, uie command- 
ing officer, of thitf movement by the enemy's cavaliy. Colonel 
Shewell at once ordered his regiment to wheel about, whicb 
being done, he gave the word to charge, and was himself the 
first to enter the Bussian Lancers. These unfortunates, com- 
pletely surprised by the manoeuvre, offered but feeble resist- 
ance, and this single squadron of the 8th Hussars passed 
through the Bussian s, of four times their strength, cutting down 
'all in their way, while the rest dispersed to the right and left. 
A way wa.s thus cleared for the remainder of our cavaliT to 
ret n o unopposed — but not unmolested, as the enemy opened 
upon them with grape from their f^uns, on both flanks, besides 
throwing out swarms of skirmishers, which combined fire 
made fearful havoc of the ^rallant remnant of the Light Bri- 
gade. Lord I>ucan brouglit up the heavy cavalry to cover the 
retreat of their comrades, which they did with perfect order 
and regularity, although they suffered some loss of men and 
horses. I should have mentioned to you, that, during tiie 

wove advancing, nnd it lias Ikhti confidently asserted to tho author, l>v the two 
senior otiicers of the 8th Hussars w ho were present, that tlieir i rgiment was not 
hiilted iiittti it had gone 300 ynrds bejond the Huflshtn liattcry, when it was 
wfa<«led about for the porpoaa ji ttttadding the encmy'a cavalry, which had a»- 
aembied in iu mr. 
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retreat of the light cavalry, the two squadons of the Ohaasenrs 
d'Afriquo, which up to that period had not been engaged, made 
a brilliant attack on the Russian battery on their left front, 

which was pouring its deadly volleys on the retreating groups 
of British h( nies. They sncceeded in silencing for a time 
several guns, and only retired when tlu'v fVminltliHt thoy were 
opposed to an overwhelming hro from some Ku.s.siau iniaiitry, 
which was brought np to repel their attack. In this cliarge 
they lost 2 officers and over 50 men and horses killed and 
w^uunded. it \va.s a daring act, and one well worthy of their 
reputed *'/2an." The losses our light cavalrj STXstained in 
this brilluuit but unfortunate charge were veiy great; as 
follows : — 

KUl«d and missiog. 
9 .. .. 
U *. 

4 .. 
129 .. .. 

156 Tatal 122 

278 casualties; 

— ^besides 335 horses killed in action, or ohliged afterwards to 
be destroyed from wounds. It has since been ascertained that 
the Eussians made a good many pnaonera ; the exact number 
la not yet known. 

Directly it was perceived from the heights that the light 
cavalry were retiring, Lord Baglaiiy General Oanrobert, and 
their res])ective Btaffii, descmded into the valley. Shortly 
after Lord Lucan came np to the Oommander-in-Ghiefy and 
the first thing Ijord Kaglan said to him was, Why, you have 
lost the Light Brigade ! " or words to that efiect. Lord Lucan 
denied this, and said he had only carried out the orders which 
h»' liad received from Captain Nolan. Some more conver- 
sation ensued, in which Lord liaglan blamed Lord Lucan 
for not using his discretionary power, and for not taking 
advantage of the auxiliai ios suggested to him in the last order, 
viz. *' Troop of horse artillery may accompany. French ca- 
valry is on your left." It would appuar alsu that Lord iiucan 
did not see any connexion between that and the previous 
order, in which he was informed that the injGuitry (mean* 
ing the Ist and 4th Divisions) were also ordered to advance 
and support Imn in regaining the heights. In &ct, the 
whole thing seems to have been misintergpreted by Captain 
Nolan to Lord Lucan, or at any rate misunderstood by him. 

Lord Ba^ao now sent to Sir Gleox^ Cathcart to desire him 



Wounded. 
Offioen 12 

Serjeants 9 

Trumpeters 3 

iiauk and die 98 
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to occupy No. 8 redoubt, wbich Iiad been Abandoned by the 
enemy* This he immediately did» and placed riflemen in 
such a position that they cansed the Bnsoans in Ko. 2 great 
annoyanoe. The enemy seemed desirous of not renewing the 
action if possible, and contented themselves with the occupa- 
tion of Nos. 1 and 2 redoubts. From this time they gradually 
withdrew their troops to the high ground beyond the village 
of Kamara, and towards dnsk only a portion of cavalry and 
artillery remained in the valley, apparently to prevent their 
ilank from being turned by any attack of the Allies. The allied 
Commaiaders in-Chief now had a conHiiItation together, when 
they decided that it wuuld only be a usi less sacrifice of lifo to 
attempt to retake the red- ubt^s, as it wjii^ not their intention to 
occupy them again, 'i'hey considered that they had not an 
adequate force at their disposal to defend in sufficient numbers 
so extensive -a line of work. At the same time they arranged 
to augment the number of troops in the vicinity of Balaklava. 
Lord Eaglan determined upon leaving the brigade of High- 
landers at the disposal of Sir Colin Campbell ; and General 
Canrobert ordered the 2nd brigade of the 1st Division^ together 
with a bfttteiy of artillery, to camp on some high ground on 
the left of our work situated near the village of Kadikoi. This 
brigade was under the command of General Yinoy, who was 
instructed to use his discretion in adopting any suggestion 
from Sir Colin Campbell in the event of an attack fnjm the 
enemv. As to our unfui timate allies the Tin k'?, tliey were to 
bo placed in such a position that they should never have an 
opportunity of nmning away again, llie only thing to be said 
in defence of their disgraceful conduct is, that they are so 
badly commanded, their officers being for the most part men 
entirely devoid of all education or experience in their profes- 
sion. I understand that a large number owe their present 
appointments to having been cliibougueji (?. e. pipe-bearers) or 
attendants on pashas, and have only lately left these servile 
employments. They can hardly be supposed, therefore, to 
understand military order and discipline. Their loss on the 
2dth was very considerable. I believe 9 officers and up- 
vwds of 250 men were killed or wounded; of these at least 
two-thirds were struck down when running away after they 
had abandoned their works. 

After dusk the brigade of Guards and the 4th Division re- 
turned to their respective campfs, ;m also did the remMinder of 
the Frencli troops. It was dark when Lord Kaglan and the 
btatf returned to Head quarters, all rather melancholy at the 
results of the day, and each mourning the loss of several dear 
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friencls and 1>roiher officers, ^srhoee lives liad been uselessly 
saorifioed to a misconoeption of orders** 

The following morning (Oct. 26) Lord Baglan and the Staff 
rode do^vn to Balaklava, in order to see in what manner it 
could bo Lest protected against any attack of the enemy. 'Wo 
found Sir C. Campbell in the redoubt t)n the crest of the heights 
to the east of the hai bour, where he had been all night, ready, 
in case the Russians should renew the attar k mi our position. 
On these heights are placed th(3 lioyal Marines and the 93rd 
Highlanders, and the two battalions of niiiaway Turks. 

After some consultation wiili Sir Colin Campbell and the 
officers who are chiefs of tlie military departments, it was 
decided that a line-of-battlo ship should be anchored across tho 
upper part of the harbour, and thus bring an overwhehning 
battery of the heaviest artillery to sweep the usual approaches 
to Balaklava. Then all the works on the heights and in front 
of the town are to he materially strengthened. As our Turks 
do not appear to be able to fight, it was determined that they 
should be employed chiefly in working parties, both at Bala- 
klava and also in the trenches. For this purpose 1500 of them 
"were sent up durin*^ the afternoon to go into our two attacks, 
and work there for tho following night. The 42nd Highlanders 
were placed in rear of the redoubt at Kadikoi, and the 79th, 
between them and iho 9.'}rcl, on the eastern heights. These 
regiments are to strengthen tho redoubt an(i construct a para]ict 
and ditch across tlie valley to connect the works on the oppo- 
site side. The brigade of French under Genei'al Yinoy, CHiuped 
to the eiust of Kadikoi, were ordered to fortify the ground they 
occupy, and complete the defence of the position before Bala- 
klaTa. 

On returning, half-way between BalakUmt and Head-quarters, 
Lord Baglan was met by a staff-officer sent by Sir Be Lacy 
Evans, who begged to infonn him that the Russians had made 
a sortie in force from Sevastopol on our extreme right, opposite 
Inkermann. Lord Baglan immediately galloped off to the 2nd 
Division, and, on his arrival, found that the enemy bad been 
repulsed and driven back to the town. It would appear that 
soon after I p.jtf. a strong body of inlantiy, with two batteries 

* The loss of the Allies in killed, wounded, and missing, at the battle of Bala- 
Idava, was as fiillowi:<» 

^^^^^^ aud kiank and file, fJlMHaltlflfc 

English « 40 .. 886 ' 426 

French 2 50 (about) .. 52 

Turks • d 250 (about) «. 259 

Total 787 
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of artillery and two squadrons of Cossacks, left the place, and 
advanced towards the heights on Avhich our 2nd Division is 
encamped. This movement they made with siicli rapidity, 
that our outposts and pickets had to engage tin; enemy's skir- 
mishers for some little time before any supports couhl l)e 
bruuglit to them. Directly Sir De Lacy was informed of 
the Kussian attack, ho ordered out the 2nd Division, and tlic 
two batteries of artillery attached to it : in a very short time 
it was under arms, and instantly mardied to the scene of 
action. In the mean time onr pickets had been so hard 

SresBod by the enemy's that they nad to retire, and, on the 
ivision coming up, our guns opened with great effect. 
Shortly after, the brigade of Guards was brought np by 
H.K,H, the Duk^ of Cambridge in support of the 2nd Division ; 
it was not however engaged, but the batteiy attached to it 
joined those already in action. Our 18 guns now opened so 
destructive a fire upon the enemy's artillery, that it wfus driven 
out of the field immediately.' They then turned their attention 
to the Russian infantry, which precii)itately retired in great 
dii>order and confusion, followed by our men, who kept up a , 
sharp fire upon the retreating columns. It was with consi- 
derable difficulty that our soldiers could be recalled from the 
pursuit. As the broken forces of the enemy entered the Kara- 
'belnaia suburb, near the water^s edge, they came within range 
of one of oar Lancasters in the 5-gun battery, which opened 
and caused them enormous loss. All this had taken np bnt 
little more than half an honn We captnred over 80 prisoners, 
of whom 2 officers and 17 men were untouched. I ought to 
state that General Bosquet, on heariiu^ the cannonade, turned 
out 5 battalions of his division, and marched them in the 
direction of thf firing, and sent an officer of his staff to infonn 
Sir De Lacy I' vans of the fact; but l>fforo the French arrived 
the enemy ii;id been driven back, consequently their profi'ered 
a^isistance was not reqtiired. On the following morning 
(October 27th) the pnsoners who were not wounded were 
brought up to Head quarters and examined by Mr. Calvert. 
From their account it appears that the guns captured before 
Balaklava on the 25th were brought round the same evening 
and paraded through the streets of Sevastopol, and it was 
generally circulated in the garrison that a victory had been 
gained fOver the English. Consequently the rejoicings were 
great, the church-bells were rung, and the Adiniral gave a 
ball. The next day they decided upon making an attack, and, 
as the troops were told that the English were quite disheart- 
ened, there was no difficulty in obtaining volunteers for that 
service. They consisted of 4^00 infui^tryy with 12 guns and 
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two squadrons of Cossacks. They must have been not a little 
surprised at the readiness with which they were met and 
repnlsecl by the British troops, whose number did not ezoeed 
2000 men. 

We buried yesterday (27th) 96 Kussian corpses; many 
more were lying nearer the town, which the garrison would 
not allow US to approach. All the aftemooii alter flie sortie 
and the following morning large fatigue parties were employed 
by the enemy in bringing in their dead and woimded. Alto- 
gether their loss is estimated at upwards of 600 casualties ; 
oar loss was 2 officers and 10 men killed, and 5 officers and 51 
men wonnded. One of the officers who was taken prisoner in- 
formed us that the Eussian tzooiis that attacked Balaklava on 
the 25th were under the command of General Liprandi, and 
consisted of 17,000 infantry, 5000 cavalry (of whom 2000 
were Cossacks, the rern under being regulars), and 62 guns, of 
which 20 were gimn of position, tie said that he understood 
their loss was 1 general wounded, and 25 other officei's, besides 
about 550 men, killed and wounded. 

I have not given you any account of the progress of the 
siege for the hit week. Nothing has occurred of any great 
importance : we baye employed our time in strengthening our 
approaches and batteries. The fire on both sides has greatly 
lessened, altboagb at times the Bussians favour us with half 
an hour's heavy cannonading, to which our batteries reply 
with equal Tigour. I am glad to say our casualties in the 
trenches have, comparatively speaking, been very few. On 
the morning of the 26th a very large magazine in the centre 
battery of the French attack was blo-^Ti up by a shell from one 
of the enr m3''s ships. In this explosion they had 50 men put 
hors de carnhat and 3 guns disabled. 

This morning (28th) Lord Raglan decided that a flag of 
truce should be sent to ascertain what prisoners the Kussians 
had taken on the 25tli. Accordingly he de^jjatched an aide- 
de-camp to Lord Lucan, requesting him to send a letter by an. 
officer of his staff to the Bussian General commanding the 
troops on tiie Tebemaya. Lord I^icaii intrusted Hue missixm 
to Uapiaia Fellowes, Deputy-Asaistaiit Quartennasfeer General 
of Hie cavalry division. He wient> accompttnied only by the 
trnmpet-major of the 1 7th Lancers, bearing a white flag at the 
end of a lance. They zode up to our most advanced videttes» 
and then proceeded at a walk towardf the Eussian outposts, 
sounding every two or three minutes. As they approached 
they observed a party of some dozen Cossacks ride out towards 
them, who, when within 50 yards, halted, and two officera 
left them and rode up to (Japtain Jellowes. Ho addressed 
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fhem in Fiienoh, and informed tliem fhat he had a letter from 
the General commanding the English cavalry to the Russian 
General commanding tbo troops on tlie Tclicrnaya. He also 
stated the import of the letter, find added that he hail observed * 
many dead bodies lying on the ground on the scene of the 
light cavalry charge on the 25th, and begged they would have 
them interred, or allow us to send parties for that purpose. 
One of the officers, in reply, said that he would go and ask the 
Genei^l. He then rode off to the rear with a Cossack orderly. 
The other officer renmned with Captain Fellowes,. and, as he 
conld apeak no civilized language but hk own, their convenia- 
tion was neoessarih' limited. Kevertihelesat they managed to 
fotemiM hy <»olia»giDg dgpB sad adi^ng aBofhei'. 
swords, &c. &c. In a sk)rt time the first officer returned, ac- 
companied by an old officer, who wan evidently a man of rank 
from the reiipeot shown him. He was at first not very civil, 
and appeared much annoyed at the remarks Captain Fellowes 
had made on the dead being left unburied. *' Difes a votre 
General que naus sonmies ermemis^ mais que noifS! sGmmes ("hretiens^'* 
said he. However, he softened down when ho fuiind that 
Captain Fellowes had brought letters from Kussian officers 
whom we had taken pr isoners, and told him that, if he would 
return to-morrow at midday, he should have the names of the 
survivors of the 2oth. As the mail goes this afternoon, I 
cannot in this letter give you more information on the snV 
jeot. 



Head-quarters before Sevastopol, NovcmLcr 3rd, 1854. 

I may as well begin by telling you that on the 29 th Captain 
Fellowes went again with a flag of trace to the outposts of the 
Eussians in the valley of Balaklava. He was immediately 
met by an officer who gave him a letter from General Liprandi 
in reply to Lord Lucan*s of the day before ; from which it 
appeared that they have only 2 English officers prisoners, 
namely, Lieutenant Chadwick, adjutant 17th Lancers, and 
Comet Clowes of the 8th Ilussars, both severely wounded; 
the former speared in the neck, and*thc latter m the back. 
Both had their horses shot under them, and it was in attempt- 
ing to retnm to our lines that they were pursued by Oossaoks, 
«Qd wounded in the manner I have described. Several other 
woimded officers had ]i)een brought in to tiie Bassiaa camp 
after the action of the 25th, but none had snTvived through 
:tiie night. They had also from 30 to 40 men priBoners, the 
majority of whom were wounded. There was also a Pied* 
moutese officer of the Sardinian army taken prisoner. H« 
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was one of seTcral officers sent by his Government, and at- 
tach(Ml to the hoad-qnarters of the French army, and, having 
come with the French, statf on the 2r)t!i, foolishly joined in the 
charge of our light oavalr}', had his horse killed under him, 
and was kim«elf badly wounded. The liussian officer brought 
also a letter from Clowes to a brother officer of his regiment, 
in which ho stated that they were very kindly treated, and 
received every attention and comfort that circumstances would 
admit, and that they were to leave for Simpheropol that even- 
ing, to which place most of the other prisoners had already 
heen taken. 

We had all expected that ere this the aasanlt on the town 
would have taken place, but a variety of causes have prevented 
it. In the first place, the French, not having succeeded SO 
well as they had expected in subduing the fire from the place, 
have been pushing forward what are called flying-saps, but 
they are anything but quick in their progress, in spite 
of their a|)])ellation. They have got them to within 200 
yards of the enemy's works, and, by placing their sharp- 
shooters in small rifle-pits in front of their approaches, they 
are able to fire into tlio embrasures of the Russian batteries, 
and in a great measure prevent their artillery uieu serving 
their guns. The consequence of this is, that for the last few 
days &e enemy hare firad but Utile during the daytime, an4 
have confined their cannonade chieflv to the night— jnst re- 
versing the order of things during the first fortnight of the 
siege. It has its advanti^, as it is extraordinary how few 
snen we lose from dnsk until daylight. 

We hear from deserters, and indeed we can see, tliat large 
reinforcements are daily arriving to the Russian army. It is 
said that the corps d*arm6o under General Liprandi counts 
upwards of 40,0f)() bayonets, and that he is expecting another 
division. Geiinrul Osten-Sacken has arrived in the Crimea 
with a large force : accounts vary as to its strength, but pro- 
bably it is not less that from 20,000 to 25,000 men. In the 
mean time the Allies are fortifying their position : the French 
are constructing considerable works along the edge of the 
plateau overlooking the valley of Balaklava ; and the English 
have heen unremitting in their exertions to strengthen the 
ground before that town. The "Saaspareil" screw line-of- 
battle ship has heen brought round to Balaklava, and is now 
at the head of the harbour, anchored broadside on, so that her 
guns sweep the main entrances. For some time past General 
Oanrobert has promised Lord Baglan to send a division of in* 
fantry to reiniorce our troops on the extreme right, opposite 
Inkermainn ; but for some reason or other it has been, put off 
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from day to day, bo ihat the mnch-wuhed-for aaustance has 
never arrived. Sir De Laoy Evans has several times urged on 
Lord Baglan tlie necessity of strengihening our position at 
this point, and Lord Kaglan, willing to give him evcr^' assist- 
ance and support in his power, induced General Oanrobert to 
promise the troops before mentioned. Indeed, more than that 
—Sir John Burgoyne (Royal Engineers), the other day, took 
General hizot ( Chr f (/k Corps du (jlenif*) over the ground, and 
pointed out to him the desirability of inerea»ing tlie number of 
troops at that place, which ( Jcnoral liizot admitted. With 
our present numbers it is imposKible fur us to construct any 
intrenchments. The men of the 2nd division are much over- 
worked, as ilie groimd they have to defend is so extensive that 
there are necessarily many outposts and pickets to furnish. 
Although, with the exception of tiiis weak point, our p08iti<m 
begins to assnrne a formidable appearance, the line of defence 
is of sach extent, that our force, as long as the siege lasts, is 
not mmerous enough to defend it properly against a vigorous 
attack of the enemy, should they make it simultaneously at 
different points and in sufficient numbers. Though the lius^ 
sians have a large disposable force, I doubt much whether 
they will have determination and courage enough to overcome 
British firmness and French gallantry. All this n^al<es it of 
great ini])ortance that the town should be taken avitIi the least 
possible delay, especially as the troo])s l>eiz:in to sutier from the 
coldness of the nights. The 2\)X\\ was the tii-st really cold day 
that we have had since we landed in the Crimea, and the contrast 
to the previous warmth was very great. Far iiiure men go 
into hospital from the night-work in the trenches than from 
any other cause ; and even those not at work begin to feel the 
cold very much, being only under the cover of the tents» which 
are but poor protection against inclement weather. It is strange 
that there are many, even in high places, who think that we 
shall not winter in the Crimea ; but I do not see how it would 
be possible to embark the allied armies with a large Bn^sian 
force close by, unless we made up onr minds to sacrifice all 
the artillery and cavalry, and even &en there would be great 

difficulty in doinj]^ so. 

Oil tliis (lava Kussian was brought up to Head-quarters who 
had deserted from a ship in the harbour of Sevastopol. He 
said he was a warrant-otiieer, and that on the 17th October, 
when the allied floots bombarded the sea-defences of the town, 
he was doing duty m Fort Constantine, and that a gun-shell 
from the nearest ship (probably the Agamemnon") struck 
an expense magazine in ^e fort, and blew up 29 oases of gun- 
powder, the explosion of which killed and wounded 70 men* 
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He aLao stated that, if the ships had battered Fort Constant ine 

for half an hour longer, the whole thing would have tumbled 
down, aTT'l tliat the men serving the guns had orders to fire 
only two rounds more and then retire, as it was fean d they 
would bo cni.shed in the fall of the fort. As it happened, ih» 
shiijs moved off at the very moment this order was given. 

I heard to-day from a i'rench officer that some of his men of 
the Zouaves had been feasting for the last few days upon some 
Itussian horses which had been killed a few nights after the 
battle. This had been done by mistake : a picket of Zouaves, 
hearing the sound of galloping horses approaching, and 
iieuicying that it was a surprise by the enemy, fired wi& such 
. efiect that seyexal horses were kuled, while many others were 
caught* Upon examination, they discovered they were all 
without riders, although saddled ; and it was evident, from the 
state of their bridles, that they had broken away from the 
enemy's camp, probably frightened by some rockets which 
the French had been throwing at the Russians. I expressed 
my surprise to the officer that the Zouaves should care about 
eating horse-flesh, when doubtless they Avere well provided 
with meat by their commissariat ; but he replied, that, although 
they had plenty of salt meat given them,/resA meat was too 
great a luxury not to be taken advantage of when thrnwTi 
in their way, as it was very rarely issued to the troops as 
rations.* 

At daylight on the 1st the French at last opened their 
breaching fire, but with only 32 guns. They appeared to have 
considerable effect; and although the Russians answered theia 
very briskly for about an hour, the predominance of the French 
fire was from that time veiy ap parent, and, after some hours' 
cannonade, the enemy ceased to reply altogether. The front 
line of the Bussian works is in a very damaged state ; but I 
suspect they care little for that, as they depend chiefly on the 
strength of their inner line of defence. They have been, for 
some time past, making very lai^ earthworks in rear of the 
Hedan and Bastion du Mat batteries, and in spite of our in- 
cessant pounding they continue to increase the batterios in 
the !i; izhbourhood of the Malakotf tower. All these ^reat 
inner wrnks are but little affected by our fire, as their ouft r 
or front line of doleuce acts in a great measure as a screen to 

* I remember Colonel Lagondie teUing me that, wbeo serving in Algeria durinjjf^ 
the wintor of 1833-34, lie lived for »x vteeks (!) on jbone-fleeb, as wdl as the 
greater portiou of the French troops, because there was no other meat to be had« 
1 think tnis was in the province of Constantino. I recollect, when I was travelling 
in that cotmtry, hearing from several French otficers that they had often b^a 
obliged to ert faonoHflesh from tlie acarcity of praviaiMW. 
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the iim^ one. I Mieye tiheTefore tlie only thing that would 
silence Hie guns in there would he to hring an overwhelming 
■ Tertioal fire from mortars to bear upon them; but, nnfor- 
tanately, we have but a limited supply of this speoies of 

ordnance. 

Yesterday morning, shortly before daylight, the Russians 
opened a furi(>n« cannonade on the Allies from all their bat- 
teries, and brought up a number of field-pieces, from which 
they showered grape upon the near approaches to the town. 
The whole army was got under arms, and reinforcements 
were sent down to the trenches, as it was thought that they 
intended to make a general attack on the allied works. 
The French replied to their fire with equal vigour, but 
we treated it with silent contempt. Bather qucstionahle 
pride, I think f It afterwards appeared from a deserter, who 
oame in during the morning, that the Bussians fanoied, for 
some reason best known to themselves, that we were going 
to assault the town at that time. We lost in this cannonade 
some 10 men killed and twice as many wounded. Strange to 
say, a few nights ago the Bussians on the Tchemaya appear 
to have fallen into the same error, for in the middle of the 
night their outposts began firing with small arms, and shortly 
after rolls of musketry w'ere heard, and indeed the flashes 
seen, by our sentries at Balaklava and also by the French on 
the heights overlooking the valley. As we had no troops 
within 2 miles of the enemy they nmst have been misled by a 
false alarm. You will be sorry to hear that for the time being 
the army has lost the services of Sir Do Lacy Evans. He had 
a &11 from his horse a few days ago, which brought on an 
attack of illness, and in consequence he has been obliged to go 
on board ship at Balaklava^ 

I foi^t to mention to you that the brigade of light caTalry, 
under the command of Lord Cardigan, has been moved up 
from Balaklava to the plateau some little way in rear of the 
brigade of Guards. This has been done chiefly by the desire 
of General Canrobert, who thinks that, in the event of an 
assanlt b(nng made upon the French works to the rear of our 
position, cavalry could be advantageously used in checking the 
progress of the enemy until reinforcements could be bronght 
np, as from the nature of the ground at this point it conld 
only be attacked by infantry, and they could not depend upon 
the auppurt of a direct fire of artilleiy. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Giaud Council of War 4th Nov. — Russiaa reinforcements — Morning of 5th Kor, 
— Adrvofx of ih« enemy on 2iid DtTiMon camp^Lord Raglaa— Cossack Hill— 
Sandbag Batteiy captured by RiMsiaiu — Four guns taken by the enemy-^ 
Retaken— Advance of the GuRTd% and recapture of Sandbag Battery— Fake at- 
tack on Balaklava — Arrival of 4th Division — Mistake of Sir George Cathcnrt — 
His death — Rus^ims again take the Sandbag Battery— Barbarous treatment nf 
our wounded by tho cncmv — His Moynl llii^hucss the Duke of Cambridije and 
Staff — General Boixiiut's reinfori cincat of Zouaves aiid Tinulli uis — (iciieral 
Canrobert — French tr*x)ps placed at Lord Ragkm's disposal — i- inui ciiptute by . 
the Guards of Sandbag Battery— Russian artillery and ateamera — Desperate I 
fighting, four English generals wounded — Death of General Strangways-~- J 
General Canrobert wounded — Two 18*poundeni brought into action — Sang^ | 
firoid of Lord Raglan ; his indifference to fire — Panle of Frencli troops— Couprd 
Penncfather — ** Quel ban General!" — Reserve of French troops — Sir De 
Lacy Evans — Enemy li'-iin to retire — Their nrtillcry linilx*r-up — Lord 
Raglan's desire to pursue tlie liiissians — Les Bitch ('"ps" — FieM of battle 
after the action — Numbers of dead — Sir De Lacy i. vane's extraordiuaiy ad- 
vice to Lord Raglan — Sortie against French trmches — Forces of the oiemy — * 
Their plan of attadc, &c, — Council of War 6th Hot. — Russian losses— > 
Letter firom allied Generals to Prince Menchikoff — Interment of Generals 
Cathcart and Strangways — Council of War 7th Not.— Russian wounded 
— Losses of the English on 5th Nov. 1 

Head-quarters before Sevastopol, November 8th, 1854. J 

On Sunday last, the bth instant, we had another awful battle, | 
far more desperate and bloody than that of tho Alma. But I 
before entering into any details, T may aa well inform yon that \ 
on the 4th there was a grand Council of War of the allied 
generals at the Head -quarters of the French army. T am j 
given to undei*stand that it was then decided tlint a general , 
assault on Sevastopol should take place on the morning of the i 
7th instant, as our batteries liad .so for got the upper hand of 1 
the enemy that it was at length thought practicable to do so. ' 
General Canrobert again assured Lord Kaglan that he would 
send up the long-wished-for support and reinforcement to our 
extreme right, opposite Inkermann; and had that support 
arrived, as hadheen so c/tm promised, before the 5th of Novem- 
ber, it is impossible to say how many noble Hves and gallant 
hearts might have been spared to their country. I have before 
mentioned that we had learnt from our spies that large rein* 
forcements had already arrived to the Russian army in the I 
Crimea, and that even greater were to be expected. Never- 
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thelcss, every one niulcrvaliied this information, and all 
doubted their being able to bring up large bodies of troops in 
the tittie which report specilied ; and it m only a new proof of 
bow much we have all along underrated the strength aud 
resources of the enemy. 

The night before the battle of Inkermann passed undis- 
turbed, have by the occasional shots which were fired from the 
different 'batteries on both sides. Some of the men, on the out* 
lying pickets in front of the 2nd and Light IHvisions, more 
than once fancied tbej heard the sound of wheels passing 
under the heights between them and the harbour. These 
sounds were reported to the officers commanding the outposts ; 
but no heed was taken of them, as thej supposed that it w as 
merely proidsions or supplies for the garrison, which would 
have required a regular attack in force to check. Little did 
the watchers think that the ■wheel 8 which they heard nimbling 
in the distance were cai'rying the means for their destruction, 
and were but the forerunners uf one ut the bloodiest struggles 
in the history of modern warfare. 

The morning was foggy ; indeed a sort of drizzling rain had 
fallen thioughout the night. It was half-past o am. when 
one of the pickets of the Light Division hrst saw the liussiaii 
infantry ; their impression was that it was merely some parties 
of men who had mistaken their road from the tluckness of tbo 
fog, especially as these appeared to be unarmed. Our picket 
of some 30 men stepped forward to meet them, but ere they 
had gone 20 jaids they found themselves in front of a largo 
body of men : it was the advanced guard of the Hussian army. 
The picket appear to have been almost paralysed with astonish* 
ment, as they were all, with the exception of two or three, made 
prisoners without firing a shot. These two or three men ran 
hnrk and gave the alarm to their suppoiis and to the neigh- 
bouring pickets. They all behaved admirably — immediately 
fjrmed themselves up, and prepared to receive the enemy and 
contest eveiy inch of ground, whatever might he the odds 
opposed to them. Fortunately, General Codrington had been 
visiting the outposts (a morning amusement of his, by the 
by), and had not as yet arrived in camp, but, hearing some 
musketiy, turned to see what was the matter. A minute later 
he was met by some men from Ihe outposts, who had been 
despatched by the officer in command to give notice to the 
Generals of the Light and 2nd Divisions that our position was 
being attacked l y the enemy. General Codrington, without 
more ado, galloped off and informed Sir George Brown of the 
fa/ctt who immediately turned out the whole of the available 
xuen of the Light Division ; at the same time the 2nd Division 
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was being under arms by General Pennefftther (in the 

absence of Sir Do Lacy Evans). 

Scarce liad tlie first shot.s been exchanged between the 
advancin;^ parties of Russians and Knglish, when the French 
sentries on the heights overlooking the valley of Bahiklava 
becanuj aware of the movement of Liprandi's troops towards 
the English lines before that town. Shortly after the enemy 
opened their guns on our works, but probably from the thick- 
ness of the fog they miaoalonlated fhe distanee, as tiieir diets 
fell many hundred yards short. The firing of these guns 
naturally aroused the whole of the camps along the line ^f our 
entrenehments ; the troops were, therefore, everywhere tumed 
out. Lord lUiglan received information of the attack in force 
by the enemy on our extreme right about 20 minutes after 
6 A.M., and a few moments later intelligence reached him of 
the Russian advance on Balaklava. The horses were ordered 
out, and scarcely a quarter of an hour had elapsed before T^ord 
liaglan and his Staff w^ere mounted and ready to stai t f >r the 
scene of action. Tjord liaglan was doubtful for a moment to 
which point he should go, as, having been informed of the 
advance of the enemy on the two extremes of our position, he 
was sure that one was intended as a feint. Knowing that tho 
ground before Inkermann was our weak point, he felt that 
there his presence would be most required; besides, as he 
himself remarked, if the garrison of Balaklava, under such 
command as that of Sir Colin Campbell, was unable to defend 
itself, he could not assist it. Lord Ba^^an therefore decided 
to go to the 2nd Division, having first of all sent to General 
Canrobert to inform him of the state of affairs. He then 
* despatched an aide-de-camp with orders to Sir Geoige Cathcart 
(commanding the 4th Division) and Sir George Brown as to 
the relative support they wore to give to one another. Colonel 
Steele (militar\^ secretary) wns despatched to General Bosquet, 
corainandinc!; the French troops on the rear of our position, to 
beg him to send whatever reinforcements he felt able to spare 
to the support of the English troops on the extreme right. I 
was sent to Sir Richard England with instiuctions for him to 
occupy tho ground in rear of our siege-works, and especially to 
render support on the left of the Light Division, so as to pro- 
tect that part from any sudden attempt of the enemy to gain 
the plateau by coming up the ravines in force. To effect this 
purpose, Sir Bichard moved up a portion of his division, under 
the command of Sir John Campbell, which Was most judici- 
ously placed on the ground specified, and there remained until 
the close of the day. 

Lord Baglan and his Staff arrived at the field of battle, t, e. 
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at the camp of the 2nd Division, at 10 minutes before 7 a.m. 
I joined the Head-quarter Staff a ifew minutes later, and found 
Ijord liaglan, witli several of his Generals, endeavouring to 
make out tbo enemy s force. Their ohject appeared to be to 
pnnh up heavy eohimii« of iufautrj'', under cover of an uver- 
wheiminf^ tire of artillery. Already tlie cannon -V»h11s camo 
tearing through the camp of the 2nd Division by dozens at a 
time. Tents were overv moment beinj:: knocked over bv shot, 
or blown to pieces by exploding shell. 1 saw several baggage- 
horses, tethered in a line, killed by one shot, which passed 
through them. The acene of Gonfusion which the camp ex- 
hibited was frightful. Many bodies were lying about of men 
who had never even seen the enemy — ^possibly were hardly 
aware uf their vicini^. The first one I observed was that of 
an officer lying flat on his back, with a cloak covering his 
face. I asked a servant who was near, and lio told me it wa« 
Captain Allix (aide-de-camp to Sir De Lacy Evans), who had 
been killed by one of the earliest round shots from the enemy. 
I had been talking to him the night before ; he was a d«*!ir 
good fellow, and one whose memory I shall always think uf 
with affection. 

Lord liaglan at once saw that the attaek was seriouB, and 
said that it would give ns mueli trouble and liard tight ino; to 
drive the enemy from utf the ground they had aii'eady gained. 
The great difficulty was to see the numbers and placement of 
the enemy's troops, as, from the diizzling rain that was foiling 
and the fog, the smoke from the firing hung close to the 
ground, and totally obscured everything around. But I 
should premise that previous to Lom Ha^an^s arrival some 
desperate fighting had been going on. Directly the outposts * 
were driven in by the Russians,, they placed their guns on the 
commanding ground at tlie dist^mce of some 800 to 1000 yards 
in front of the camp of the 2nd Division. This high ground 
was known as Cossack Bill, from the fact that on our first 
arrival a picket of Cossacks was posted on it. V>y the time 
that GerH-ral l*ennefather had formed n|> liis troops in line on 
the ci esr of the hill before their tents, the Ivussian infantry were 
advancing in heavy columns up the road from Inkermann and 
up the two deep ravines to the right of it. ( ieneral I'uller s 
brigade of the Light Division also, upon being marched to- 
wards the scene of contest, came upon a laige body of the 
enemy in a ravine some little way to the left of the Inkermann 
load. The driving rain and fog were so blinding that it was 
not until they had come within 30 yards that they discovered 
one another; the men of the Light Division, true to their 
former valour, charged with the bayonet, and drove the asto;- 

L 
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nished enemy down the ravine before ' tbem ; havmg com* 

pletely put them to flight, they moved on and gained the 
crest of the hill on the left of the lino of regiments of the 2nd 
Division, already under heavy inc. General Pennefatlier 
ordered liri^adier-General Adams to take the 41st and 49th 
rej^iments and .'i j^tms of Captain Wodehouse's hatter}% to ad- 
vance to his riglit front, and hold the Sandbag Batteiy — a 
point of grenl inijK)rtanee to us from the fact that it was 
placed at the end uf a «pur of the heights befuro inkermauu, 
and completely overlooked two deep ravines on either side, 
both of which merged into the valley of the Tchemaya. This 
battery, as you may remember, had been made for 2 guns ; 
they had been withdrawn after they had completed the ser* 
vice for which they were placed. Scarce had the 4l8t and 
49th legimentH arrived at the battery when they foimd them- 
eelves assailed by a perfect shower of missiles from the enemy's 
artillery on Cossack Hill to their left front. Brigadier-General 
Adams ordered his men to lie down to escape as much as pos- 
sible the effecfK of the shot : the 'J of \\ odehonse's battery 
were nndor the conunand of ( 'aptiiin llamlev, and were placed 
Fo advantajxeonsly by liini tliat they continued to fire with 
deadly t?flect on the (tunny's columns ascending the ravine and 
Inkennann road on their left. 

The KnssianR now be*j;an swarming up the tides of the ra> 
vines towards the Sandbag battery, and the cannonade from 
their artillery partially ceased ; then commenced the first of 
the many bloody contrite during the day for the possession of 
this small but important little work. The 41st and 49th held 
their ground for upwards of a quarter of an hour against ten 
tim«! their force, out, although hundreds fell before their 
accurate fire, they were always replaced from the masses of 
infantry behind; and it was not until they found that the 
enemy were penetmting ronnd their rear that the commanding 
oflBccrs found it necessary to order them to retire towards their 
own division, but in such rejnilarity that they carried their 
wounded with them. The Kussians instantly ponred an 
amazing number of men in and about the l^attery, and evidently 
determined to hold it if possible. Bngadier-General Codrin<^- 
ton*R brigade was jnst marching up to join their comrades (jf 
Iho Light Division, when they were ordered by Sir Gcuige 
Brown to repel the advance of a Russian regiment which was 
coming up the ravine on the left. They were soon engaged 
in a sharp conflict, but this portion of the ground was so 
covered with thick brushwood that it was impossible to 
charge in line, and consequently the fighting was confined to 
musketry. A battery of artillery belonging to the 4th Divi- 
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sion was sent to assist this li] ip:a(le by order of Colonel Wood, 
K.A., who, from over-zcal and anxiety to post lhe guns where 
their fire would most cut up the enemy, had them placed too 
far away from their supports; aiid although the first few 
rounds nnist have told with murderous ettect upon them, tho 
Kussian skiiinishers from amongst the brushwood picked off 
our artillerymen and caused us severe loss. Ms^or Towna- 
heiid» who commanded the battery, was killed, as ako were 
numbeis of his men and horses; and a large party of the 
enemy making a rush upon l^e battery before the guns could 
be limbered up, 4 were captured, 2 of which, howeyer, were 
spiked. Seeing this, some companies of the 77th and 88th 
regiments, assisted by a portion of the artilleiymen, advanced 
with a cheer and retook the guns, making several prisoners, 
and returned in triumph. Almost at the same moment that 
this incident took place on the left, his Roj'al Highness tho 
Duke of Cambi idixo arrived with a portion of the brigade of 
Guards, under thi; irmnediate command of (Jeneral Bentinck, 
on the right. Tho principal part of these men had only shortly 
returned from 24 hours' duty in the trenches ; they could hardly, 
therefore, be considered as fre.sh troops ; nevertheless they 
marched into action with their usual proud step and bearing, 
regardless alike of Bussian shot and shell, which was showered 
with deadly effect on them as they advanced to the brow of 
the bill. The 4lBt and 49th regiments, as I have just told 
you, had been repulsed by the Bussian columns from the 
Sandbag Battery, and were now formed on the right of the 
2nd Division, keeping up a heavy fire on the enemy, who 
were collecting in force by the aforesaid work. It was of 
importance that they should not establish themselves at that 
point, and therefore without more ado the Guards were ordered 
to retake the battery. A cheer arose at this conmiand, and 
the Grenadier and Fu si leer Guards rushed down the incline, 
and dashed with irresif^tible force against the enemy. They, 
however, were in such numbers that nothing but the indomit- 
able courage of the English could have overcome siich over- 
whelming superiority. The Kut>hiaiis in a few minutes were 
driven out of the work, and none of them remained but tho 
dead and wounded. Up to this time the Guards had scarcely 
fired a shot; their whole attack had been made with tlie 
bayonet, but now their Minims came into play, and the re- 
tiring troops suffered seriously from this destiuctive arm. 

The Coldstroams now joined their comrades of the Guards, 
and the brigade was immediately formed up in the following 
order : the Grenadiers at right angles to the battery on the 
rights overlooking the ravine on that side ; the Coldstrcams 
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in the centre, occupy ing the Sandbag Batteiy ; and the Fusi- 
leers on the left, towards the tegiment on the right of the 2nd 
Division, but, from the distance and natore of the ground, 
leaving a oonsiderable interval between them. Lord Baglan 
and his Staff had arrived just in time to see the attack of the 
Guards, and rode down towards the retaken work, to endea- 
vour, if possible, to ascertain the force of the enemy. The 
fog, to a certain extent, had cleared ofif, but the quantity of 
smoke rendered it impossible to judge with accuracy of either 
the strength or disposition of onr foes. Lord Kaglan saw 
sufficient to convince himself of the enormous majority of the 
liussians over om-selvcs. lie therefore deteniiined to act for 
the most part on tin deieiisive, and to mainUiin, at all hazards, 
the ridge which tiMiiied tho natural cover acioss the front of 
the 2nd Division camp, and also the Sandbag Battery. It was 
most desirable to hold this last, as it flanked all the more 
direct approaches to the ridge. The amazing superiority of 
the Kussian artillery, both in number and calihie, made it 
more necessary to confine our efforts to repulsing only the 
attacks of the infantry, than to move our troops about on the 
offensive, when they would be exposed to the terrible dia- 
chaiges from the enemy's ^ns. Our whole foroe at this 
moment opposed to the Bussians did not exceed from 5000 to 
GOOOmen; but Lord Kaglan had ordered the 4th Division, 
under the command of JSir George Cathcart, to come in 
support of the brigade of Guards and the 2nd Division ; he 
also momentarily expected to receive reinforcements from 
General Bosquet. On the first intelligence of the attack being 
made kno^^ii to this general, he had immediately sent to 
know wlietlier he could l ender any assistance ; but 1 under- 
fitand that bt_)th Sir Tteorgci Brown and H.R.H. the Duke of 
Cambridge, to whom this oHer was made, refused the ])rofiered 
aid as at that time they imagined that the attack was not of 
the serious nature that it afterwards proved. General Bos- 
quet, therefore, contented himself with getting his regiments 
under arms, and distributing them in order along the edge of 
the plateau, overlooking the valley of Balaklava, to watch the 
movements of the enemy in that quarter. After 8 a.m. it 
became quite evident that the advance on Balaklava was in- 
tended as a feint : the enemy only firing occasionally from 
their field-guns, without any apparent object, as we did not 
lose a man here during the whole day. 

It was not until General Bosquet had received Lord 
Baglan's message by Colonel Steele, begging him to support 
the British troops, that he moved a portion of his division 
towards the direction in which w^e were fighting. He had, 
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however, to bring his troops a distance of two miles before he 
could reach us, and nmch uf the j:^r()Tmd that they croHscd was 
coverpd with thick bnisliwuod, ctai.seqnfTitly their ]^rugre.s8 
wa-s but slow. The enemy at this time iqtpeared eitlier tu be 
at a loss what to do, or in prepanition for another general 
attack upon our ])osition, for, altliough ilieir artillery kejjt np 
an unabated iirt-, their infantry were held back. Tlius the 
battle was at a standistill for some little time. '1 ins was exactly 
what we oould have most desired, as the grand object was to 
gain tame to get up the reinforcements which were expected, 
rhe first to arrive was Sir George Cathcart*s divimon, the first 
brigade of which, under Brigadier-General Goldie, was sent 
over the ridge to occupy the ground betwen the lefb of the 
Guards and the right of the 2nd Division ; and the 2nd bri- 
gade was taken by Sir George Cathcart, under the command of 
Brigadier-General Torrens, to the right rear of the Guards, 
where they were ordered hy Lord Baglan to remain in 
support. 

Now occnrrptl otic of the fatal errors of the day. Sir George 
Cathcart, seeing the inactive state of the Eussian infantry, 
fancied that by descending the Hlopo of the ravine, and turning 
round by the right of the (luards and the Sandbag Batter}', he 
might attack the enemy's left flank and strike a severe blow, 
if not entirely throw them into disoider and cunlusinn. I 
believe he sent one of his Ktatl' to Lord Kaglan, tu iiilurni iiiui 
of his projected movement, but, without waiting for his Lord - 
ship's sanction, moved on the greater portion of General 
Torrens*8 brigade in the direction I have indicated. He soon 
discovered what a desperate error he had committed, for, on 
turning round the end of the spur on which was the aforesaid 
battery, he found himself under a heavy fusillade from the 
enemy's riflemen stationed on the opposite side of the ravine, 
next to the Inkermann road, and also, much to his surprise, he 
came upon a heavy column of infantry, which was advancing 
in order to retake the Sandbag Battery. These troops he had 
not before been able to discover in consequence of the foima- 
tion of the ground at that point. Immediately the Kussians 
saw our men they opened a lieavy fire upon them, and poured 
volley after volley with most destructive effect, which deci- 
mated the brigade, in vain our men endeavoured to l etimi 
the fire ; most unfortunately the greater portion had but little 
ammunition with them, as they had come that morning out of 
the trenches without even going into camp. Sir George 
Cathcart showed his usual bravery, and called upon his men 
to charge the Russians with Hie point of the bayonet; but, 
although they did advance a few yards, the difBculties of Uie 
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groTind and the awful fire poured upon them prevented the 
movement from heing attended "svith any bnc<'ess. Sir Gcoree 
found it would 1)0 necessary to retire, and the order was about 
to be given, when Brigadier-General Torrenn, detenuiiied to 
make another effort, rallied the C^Hth. ret;imeut, and prepared 
to try onee nioic a charge np tlie hill. iSir George called out to 
him on the lii'st advimce, " Nobly done, Torrent ; nobly dune !** 
General Ton ens was shot, a moment after, through the side, and 
fell, severely wounded, at the head of his men. They, fleeing 
this, got disheartened, and wavefed, and commenced fixing 
again on the enemy, who replied to it with far greater fiitTerity, 
the advantage of ground being much on their aide. Sir George 
was at this time shot throng tke head, and fell dead on the 
spot; his Assistant-Adjutant-General, Colonel Seymour (of the 
Guards), a dear friend, who had served with him through 
the campaign in Kaffiiland as his Military Secretary, on seeing 
Sir George fall, rushed forward to give him assistance, and in 
doing so was shot through the leg. Major ^Taitland (Deputy- 
Assistant- A<1jutant-Genenil) was hIso sever(/!y wounded. Our 
troops, completely over-matelu 1, and thoir ammuiiitu»n all 
spent, fell into confusion, and retired back along the iside of 
the hill towards their former station, the enemy pursuing them 
in great force, keeping up a heavy fire all the time, and 
bayoneting our wounded as they passed by theni. Ueneral 
Torrena had with great difficulty been caiTied back with his 
men. Sir George Cathcart's body had been left, and nothing 
that could he said would induce Colonel Seymour to leaire his 
side ; there he remained, and met a hero's death in endea* 
Touring to protect his friend and general's person fn>m insult. 

The Bossians, having completely crercome this attempt to 
turn Hieir fiank, advanced to recapture the Sandbag Battery, 
swarming up the hill on all sides. The Coldstream Guards, 
who, as I before told you, had been placed to def<wd the work, 
held it for a long time with the utmost determination and 
vigour: with five times their force opposed to them, they 
continued to fire on the Eussian masses "with such coolness and 
accuracy that the ground was covered with dead and woimded. 
But no amount of slaughter seemed to check the enemy's 
onward course ; they showed a reckless bravery and stubborn 
determination for which we had never l)efore given them 
credit. Numbers at length overcame in this unequal struggle ; 
and the Guards, after having lost a third of their officers and 
men, and exhausted their ammunition, slowly retired out of 
the work, without, however* turning their backs upon the 
enemy, but leaving behind them many wounded, amongst 
others Captains Sir Bobert Newman end KeviUe, Grenadlsr 
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Guards, and Lieutenant Greville, ColdHtream. The Bassians 
once again poured into the battery, and« it is generally 
believed, committed the most barbarous atrocity by murdering 
our wounded as they lay defenceless on the ground ; for when 
the work was afterwards retaken, the above-mentioned oflRcers, 
althoiifi^h left but slightly wounded, were found quite dead, 
and their bodies bayoneted in several places, besides being 
hoiTibly mutilated. The Duke of Cambridge, on seeing his 
men retire, galloj)ed across their front, and urged them to stand 
firm and fire upon the enemy, but ho was met with the unan- 
swerable reply, that they had no more ammunition. Uis 
Boyal Highness had his horse shortly after shot under him, but 
vroB fortunately not hurt^ tiiougb a bullet passed through the 
sleeve of his coat; of hvi stauGf, Major Macdonald (who parti- 
cularly distinguished himself) and Captain Clifton had their 
horses killed under them; the latter was also wounded. A 
few minutes later and Captain Butler (Deputy-Assistant- Ad- 
jutant General) was shot through the head, and fell dead.* 
General Bentinck was also wounded in the arm, and had to 
leave the ground. In such a state of things there was nothing 
for it bnt to rally the men, place them in the most advantage- 
ous position to prevent the enemy from making a sudden 
rush to carry the ridge, and immediate orders were given to 
bring up the reserve ammunition with the least possible delay. 
The Russians did not attempt to advance upon our men, but 
continued to concentrate masses of infantry in and about the 
neighbourhood of the often-contested Sandbag Battery. Had 
they followed up their success with tlidr previous determini^ 
tion, and pursued our men, the mere wei^t must have 
penetrated through the thin line of British troops. Our right 
flank once turned, the issue of the day would indeed have 
been doubtful. Probably their already enormous loss had to a 
great extent disheartened them from attempting to renew the 
attack. 

It was now 10^ a.m., and at this important moment of the 
battle General Bosquet arrived with a battalion of Zouaves 
and another of Tirailleurs Tndipcenes, and almost at the same 
time General Canrobert and his staff joined Lord Eaglan. 
He brought with him 4 strong squadrons of the Chasseurs 
d'Afriqne, and immediately informed Lord Haglan that he had 
ordered up another brigade of infantry, with two batteries 
of field artillery, lie placed these troops entirely at Lord 
Baglan's disposal, and begged he would give whatever orders 
concerning them he thought proper (a very high compliment, 
by the by, to his lordship, as showing what entire confidsnee 

* H«WM brother to the galliiildNtedircfSi}!^^ 



Digitized by Google 



152 



BATTLE OP INKERMANN. Chap. TUTi 



General Canrobeii bad in his judgment and discretion). Lord 
Hi^lau, therefore, requested that the battidions with General 
Bofiqoet might be placed bo as to support our right, whei-e the 
brigade of Guards and the remnant of General Torrens's brigade 
of the 4th Division still remained. As these fine troops 
advanrp'l to their appointed stntion, the Zouaves leading the 
way, they were greeted with \o\u\ and prolonged cheers from 
our wearied sohliers. In the mean time a considerable quan- 
tity of ammunition had arrived, and had been Rerved out to 
those of o\u men who required it. A general advance on the 
right was again ordered, and the brigade of Guards, the French 
tm)ps, and those of the 4th Division who were available, 
marched down towards the Sandbag Battery. The enemy, 
seeing a column of French infantry with our troops, doubtless 
supposed that we had xeceived large reinforcements; their 
former determination left them, and they abandoned the 
redoubt with scarcely any resistance. The Allies having 
advanced at a rapid pace, the work once more was occupied^ 
and remained in possession of the British, who poured upon 
the retreating masses a heavy fire, which mowed them do^vn 
by dozens. Nevertheless our troops at this time, the French 
especially (from the fact of their being in column ), suffered 
severely from the terrible cannonade which the enemy con- 
tinually hurled upon them from their artiller}'' placed on 
Cossack Hill. Thin cannonade had indeed been playing upon 
the whole extent of our front ever since the commencement of 
the action ; the heavy ordnance of the enemy had from the 
first told against us. Their artillery consisted of 24 heavyand 
16 light guns, all arranged in two lines upon Cossack Hill ; 
beffides this they had 3 field batteries, placed on some com- 
manding ground which overlooks Careening Bavine : in aU 
they mustered about 60 pieces of artillery in action. Inde- 
pendently of the above the enemy kept throwing up every 
minute numbers of large shot and shell (chiefly 32-pounder8) 
from two Kussian steam frigates, the "Yladimir" and the 
Chersonese," wdiich were placed high up the harhonr of 
Sevastopol. Occfj'^ionai shots also were fired at a gi'eat eleva- 
tion fium the h*nssian batteries jiear the Malakotf Tower; but 
these last, for the most part, fell short into Careening Kavine, 
and consequently did us no harm. To reply to all this 
enormous weight of metal we could bring into the field only 
six 9-pounder batteries ; in all, 36 pieces of ordnance. But in 
spite of this preponderance the British artilleiymen continued 
to serve their guns with a steadinees beyond all praise. Their 
losses were heavy, especially in horses, which caused great 
confusion, and prevented the reserve ammunition being bn)ught 
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up ^wHIi the qiiiolmeBB and regularity desirable. Lord Baglan, 
wisbiDS, if posBiUe, in however sm&U a degree, to equalise the 
contending artilleiy, bethought himself of bringing into action 
any guns of pofdtion that we might have unemployed in the 
siege-train. He inquired of an officer on the artillery staff 
what guns there were in the right si^e-train, and was told 
that there were two iron IS-pouuder guns of position. Lord 
Baglan immediately despatched an order for them to be 
brought np. The order was, by some mistake, delivered to 
Colonel Fitzmayer, who commaiulud the artillery attached to 
the 2nd Division, but who had been erroneously thought 
to have under his care the two 18-pounders in question. 
Colonel Fitzinayer replied thnt it was ** impossible" for him to 
bring up the guns. This aiiKWor was bn>U|;lit back t«« }jm\ 
Kaglan by the officer of the Artillery staff wliu bad tak* n the 
order, without his lirst ascertaining Colonel Fit zmayer's l eiusoiis 
for making such a reply.* Lord Ixacrlan was lauth annoyed, 
and, turning to the AHsistaiit-Adjuiaiu-General lioyal Artillery, 
one of the Head-quarter Stafi', said, " Adye, 1 don't like the 
word, it n possible ; don't yon tliink the <^}ms cati be bronijcbt np?** 
Major Adye said be was certain it could be done. Lord Kagbui 
then sent to Colonel Gambier, commanding the biege-train, 
to bring the two 18-pounders into action with the least pos- 
sible delay. 

As it was some little time before these guns could be moved 
up, I will describe to you what had been going on in other 
parts of the field. But first I must tell you that, on General 
Oanrobeit bringing forward the Chasseurs d'Afiique, Lord 
Eaglan sent for the light cayalry brigade, or rather the remnant 
of it, as it did not muster more than 350 horses. They were 
placed near the French chivalry, but neither were engaged, 
although se^ral men and horses were knocked over by the 
shot ihat came bounding over the ridge from the enemy's guns 
on Cossack Hill, and also from the shells thrown up from the 
toteameiB at the head of the harbour. At the time that the 
enemy advanced and retook the Sandbag Battery, causing 
the Coldstream Guards and Torrens's brigade to retire, they 
pushed on two columns of in^try, one by the Inkermann 

* In jaBtice to Colonel Fitzmay«r, it ahouM be stated that the two 18>poi]nd«r 

guns had only Iki'ii under his (rluui:? for eight-.m !- forty hours, a fortnight previous 
to the battle of Inkeimnnn, when they were retunieil to tbc pirk of the left stpijo- 
train, and were subsequently placed in a redoubt couiitructixl midway between the 
Gamp of the 2Dd Division aind the rear heights overlodcing the valley of BalaUaraj 
and were actually in pooitioii there at the time of the battle. The 1 S-pounciei-s 
brouelit into action on that pvr'ntfiil day were two remaining guns iti the right 
die^re-train, f nisequeatly weie not, and never had been, umier Colonel Fita- 
majer's comumrd. 
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voad, aad the other up the tavine next to it. They advanced 
steadily towards the ridge, under cover of their nmneroinB 
artillery on Cossack Hill ; when within 150 yards they were 
received with well-directed volleys from our men of the 2nd 
and Light Divisions, and General Goldie'a brigade of tlie 
4th Divisicjn : theae last, as I before told yon, were placed 
obliquei>' between the Guards and the 2nd Division. They 
suffered dreadfully from the fiussian column nearest to Ihem ; 
numbers of officers and men were shot down, and, among 
otlier.s, T^ri<i;H(lier-General Goklie wis mortally wounded. The 
2n(l Jlivision again came in 1 i a large share of desperate 
fighting, most gallantly directed by (Jeneral PenTiefather, who 
continued thr(»nghont the day to clieer and enconi-age his 
men by his brilliant example. Brigsidier-General Adams, w^ho 
coiuuianded a brigade, was badly sliot through the leg, and 
rode towards tlie rear ; he passed close by Lord Raglan, who 
was anxiously watching the battle. General Adams appeared 
to be Kutienng agonies from his wound, and was lifted ojff his 
horse and carried to the pearest field hospital. Colonel Car- 
penter also, who oommanded the 41 st regiment, was most 
norrtbly wonnded, and wonld have been killed on &e spot, 
had not a soldier of the 55th regiment most gallantly oome to 
his resoue, attacking several Bussians who were plnndering 
and maltreating him while lying helpless on the gronn£ 
killing two of them, and protecting the LientenaniClolonel 
nntil the arrival of some of the men of the 41st regiment, who 
carried him to the rear.* The Light Division acted on the left 
flank of the 2nd, and on this advance of the KnssiaQ infantrjr 
materially assisted in cheeking the enemy's progress ; but as 
they were exposed, perhaps more than any other Division, to 
the hostile cannonade, their loss was fearfully great. Sir 
George Brown was shot by a musket-ball through the arm, 
and had to retire, severely wounded, out of action. Although 
whole lines of Kussians fell before our Minie rifloR, still they 
continued to advance without any apparent diminution of 
numbers. 

This unequal contest could not last long ; our ranks were 
sadly thinned, and the inexhaustible reinforcements of tbe 
Russians prevented our men from doing more than just holding 
tbe ground on which tbey sluod. Indeed Goldie's brigade of 
the 4tb Division had .sutfeied so severely that they had given 
way on their right, and tlius left the Guards with then flank 
uncovered. Some guns of the artillery were now brought most 

♦ The nnme of this j^llant soldier well despn'w? to be rerorded — Pri'rate Thomas 
^each. He has since received tbe Victoria Cit>ss tor his distingimhed csonduct oa 
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judiciously to bear on the ooliiixms of the enemy, and tben 
only did they oease to advance. This, however, waa done 
widiont any hurrj% as they only retired step by step down tbe 
slope of the hill for about 100 yaids, and st^l kept sending 
showers of bullets at our diminished line of troops. In return 
for this rei^ulKO of their infantry the enemy brought up fresh 
guns on Cossack Hill, and tlie whole opened, if posteible, witli 
renewed vigour upon the entire length of the ridge. The 
ground was ploughed up in all directions, as the ^liot came 
bmashing through the brushwood, tli rowing about the dust and 
dirt. Ah fhim^ was no object to be gained by our ixoops re- 
maining as mere targets to the Kussian ailillerynien. Lord 
liaglau ordered the w iiuie of our troops to lie down, as far aa 
practicable. At this time the Head quai-ter Staft* suffered 
severely from the fire of the enemy, and had especially to 
mourn the loss of one of its principal members. General 
Strangways (Ii.A.), when in the act of receiving orders from 
liord jRa^an, was stanck by a round shot, whiiSi carried off 
one of hiu legs jnst below the knee. He tamed round and 
asked in a calm voice for some one to help him off his horse. 
General Estoonrt^ who was riding next to him, instantly dis- 
mounted and went to his side, as did also lUiajor Adye. With 
their help, the gallant old man was assisted off his horse, and, 
reclining in General £stcourt*s arms, was laid on the ground. 
Major Adye then hurried off to procure a stretcher to cany him 
to the rear. Almost at the same moment that General Strang* 
ways was mortally wounded, a shell entered Colonel tSomerset's 
horse just behind the saddle, and burst inside, covering him 
(Colonel Somerset) with blood, and splashing several of the 
btatf nroimd. "Wondeiful to say, Colonel Somerset escaped 
unhurt, except a fili<^ht briiii^e I Colonel Gordon also had his 
horse killed under hini by a round shot at this place. Mnjor 
Ad^'C had some trouble in procuring a stretcher, as all tin hh u 
who were going backwards and forwards from the ambulauee 
to the battle-field carrying wounded belonged to regiments in 
action, and, >s Leu asked by him, said their orders were to con- 
fine themselves to removing the wuuiKled of their own corps. 
At last, w^ith the promise of a couple of sovereignK, he got two 
men to come with a stretcher, and on it General btraiigways 
was carried to the hospital of the right siege-train. The sur- 
geons considered it useless to torture him with an amputation, 
as at his age he could not survive the operation. Towards th» 
close of we hattle, when the Bussians were retiring. Lord 
Baglan received intelligence that the poor old General was &st 
^»proflching his end. Lord Baglan immediately rode to the 
Jbospital-tent where he lay« and, going in, found him rapidly 
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ginking. He pressed the old man's hand, and told him we had 
gained tke day. A faint smile passed over the dying veteran's 
countenance, but he was too weak, from loss of blood, to 
speak. A few minutes after, and his spirit fled to o-t. 

But to return to the battle. General Canrohert, when en- 
g:a<>:od in watching the advance of his iiifantry on the right, had 
his iiorse killed under him by a shot, aud was himself wounded, 
though bur biightly, in the arm. bv a piece of shell. Me went 
to the rear to have it dressed, but some little time later in the 
day rejoined Lord Raglan. The moment had at la^it arrived 
when the battle was to turn decidedly in favour of the Allies ; 
for at this instant ^e two 18-poTindei8 were being hrought into 
action. They were dragged up, not without considerable dif- 
ficulty, by hoises and men under the command of Colonel 
Gambler. This gallant officer was proceeding with, these 
pieces of ordnance towards Lord Eaglan, when a spent shot 
(comparatively speaking) ricocheted off the ground and stinick 
nim on the chest. He was knocked down senseless and carried 
to the re;ir (as it was thought at the time) a mortally wounded 
man.* His ])lace was taken by Colonel Dickson (next senior 
officer), who brought the guns into action, and continued till 
the end of the battle in command of them. They were placed 
in a particular spot, which Lord Raglan himself indicated, in 
front of the 2nd Division camp, aiul which gave them the ad- 
vantage of ground over the euemy's aiiillery on Cossack HilL 
Immediately after the guns opened, the Russians discovered 
the fact of their presence, for they concentrated their fire upon 
this point, and sent a perfect i^ower of baUs, in the hope of 
silencing them. Lord Baglan remained for some little time 
watching the effect of our practice, and by his coolness and 
sanff froid encouraged the men in serving the guns. I think, 
. while he was there, d or 6 men were killed and wounded close 
to him, besides several horses ; but, although a man of the 
kindest heart and warmest sympathies, I>ord IJaglan, in action, 
never nllows his attention to be taken off by the casualties 
aroimd him, and therefore, thongh in the midst of this great 
slaughter, neither his voice nor manner was apparently 
changed. Indeed, to such an ex lent is this indillerence car- 
ried, that it is a common saying among his Staff, that My 
lord rather likes being under fire than otherwise." 

It was now about midday ; we received another reinforce- 
ment in the shape of 2 batteries of French artilleiy and 3 bat- 

* Colonel fiambier was many months before he recovemi from the effects of this 
blow. ludeed, tor a long time his life was despaired of; for although the shot 
made no open wouiul, it caused so great a oontasioii that tiie sndical bmii never 
eipected thai be woidd get orer it. 
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talions of infiuitxy ; the former were placed, by Lord Baglan's 
directioiiy to the right of our heavy guns, with orders to fire 
upon the Bossian infautry, and good senrice they did, for there 
they continued until the close of the action, firing with accuracy 
and rapidity. The infantry Lord Ra^an ordered to be posted so 
as to support the centre of our troops, that is in rear of the 
2nd and part of the Light Divisions, which were, for the most 
part, .still lying down to escape the enemy's cannonade. The 
Prench advanced up towards the ridge in good order, present- 
ing a broad front and formed in a line of four deep. The 
moment they reached the crest of the hill they came under the 
direct fire of the Kiissian guns, and lost in the iirt»t minute a 
number of men. This threw them partially into confusion ; 
they were seized with a panic, and the large majority retired 
down the hill, in spite of the bng:les sonndiTi<:^ and the drums 
beating the pas de charge', llie French officers, under these 
trying circunistances, behaved renraikably well ; begged, 
entreated, and swore at their men, to induce them to return; 
but for the moment it Wiui of no avail : ihcv did not inn far, 
as a short distance back they were formed again by their 
officers, and led up into action. This time (if I recollect right) 
they were in columns of companies instead of a line four deep 
as before. On regaining uiice niure the crest of the hill they 
were received by a most murderous discharge from the enemy's 
artillery, and, for a second, there appealed to be some wavering 
in the ranks. At this critical moment two English Statf 
officers. Captain QIazbrook* (Deputy-Assistant-Quartermaster- 
General, 2nd Division) and Captain Qubbins (iude-de-camp to 
Sir De Lacy Evans) went in front of the panic-stricken troops, 
and cheered them on into action, the former crying out, En 
avant^ mes braves! m avant, mes amisP Captain Gubbins I also 
remarked for his gallant bearing and zealous exertions, and I 
regret to say he was afterwards severely wounded. Our 
allies, when once face to &ce with the enemv, seemed to 
recover their steadiness, and remained, giving their support 
to our troops, and fighting with them, until the Hussians 
retreated. 

I cannot descnbe to you the sinkiTi^^ sensation one felt on 

obser\'inj5 our allies give way ; our Urst impression was that 
they had rc tinHl, beaten back by the over] lowering masses of 
Tiiis.'^ian infantry, and con^equent]y tluit t»nr thin line of troops 
had been broken through, if not anmhilated. It was the only 

* CapUiiii (Uiubiook (49th regiment) was promoted to the rank of Brevet- 
Mi^ for his gaUantrjr on this occasion, but did not lire to hear of his w^l-«anMd 
reward. II*- died at Scutari on Deccmlter 18th, 1854, fiom tibw ^foctB of a wound 
ireceired beibre iievastopol, ahoriiy after the bi^Ue of inkermaim. 



Digitized by Google 



158 



BATTLE OF IKKERMAJJX. Chap. Vllt. 



time that I erer observed Lord Baglan's countenance change. 
I confess, myself, that for the moment I thought the day was 
lost. Lord Raglan, with an exclamation of astonishment and 
annoyance at the retreat of the French, immediately despatched 
an aide-de-camp to General Pennefather, who was on the left 
of tlio line of the 2nd Division, to ascertain the cause of this, 
and also to find out how we were getting on in that quarter. 
General Pennefather sent word in rc]>1v that he eonld }ir)ld 
his own perfectly well, and that he saw symptoms of retinng 
on the ])art of the enemy's infant^v^ If this movement proved 
to be a general retreat, and if he eonld be reinforced with fresh 
troops, lie said, he would follow the enemy up, *' and lirh them 
to tlie devil,'* Lord Kaglan was delighted at this spirited answer, 
and, riding over to General Oanrobert, translated General 
Pennefather's words literally to him. General Canrobei-t, 
who had just remounted his horse, after having his aim hound 
up, exclaimed, Ah ! qmel hraw garvon ! qud brace homme / gttd 
boa general Lord Baglan, wishing as much as lay in his 
power to further General Pennefather's views, shortly after- 
wards sent him up some companies of the 20th regiment and 
about 200 of the Guards. These, for the moat part, were men 
who had some little time before come to the rear to replenish 
their pouches, their ammunition being exhausted, and the rest 
had been brought off pielxf'ts, wliich, in the emergency of the 
moment, were thought unnecessary. Another brigade of 
Prencli infantry (mustering 8000 men) and two more batteries 
of 12-pounders had before this arrived, but, by General Cau- 
robert's wish, they were kept in reserve and did not go into 
action at all. Sir De Lacy Evans about this time rode up to 
Lord Eaglan ; he had come from Balaklava, where, as you 
may remember, he had gone from illness, and, on receiving 
intimation of the battle, had insisted on returning to the front, 
although not in a fit state of health to do so. He appeared 
to take a very gloomy view of matters, and even at this time 
seemed to think that the issue of the day was doubtful. His 
division being under such able command as that of General 
I'eimefather, who had held it during the heat and burden of 
the day. Sir De Lacy Evans had the good taste and kind con- 
sideration not to deprive him of it ; so that the honour of com- 
manding the division during the entire action mi*j:]it remain 
with him who had already so brilliantly distinguished him- 
self.* 

* Lord Raglan, in his despatch of the battle of Inkemmiui, states that ** he " (Sir 

De Lacy Kvmis) " did not fail to give him " (General Pennefather) " his best ntlvice 
and assistance." Tlii'^ rqtjH'.u s to have }t(H>n an orror on the part of his Lordship. 
On the 3 1st of December, Ibob, there ajipeared in the * Times ' newspaper » 
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Our Id-ponndecs had not been in aotion half an hour before 
their superioritj was shown by the enfeebled reply of the 
enemy's artillery. Indeed, at one time, a great number of 
their guns ceased firing, and we were in hopes that they were 
finally silenced. Our expectations on this point were disap* 
pointed, as shortly after they all opened again ; probably they 
had merely ceased from a temporary want of ammnnition. 
Their fire, nevertheless, continued to decreise nnd was far 
less accurate. It was evident that thev bad lont many uf their 
best ai-tillerymen. On the other hand, although our lohs in 
gunners had lx>en very «2;i eat, especially among those serving 
the iron 18-pounders (17 of whom were killed or wounded), 
we received fresh men from the right siege-train, and if any- 

letter from Lieutenant -General Sir Dt Lacy Kvaiis, impnguing, in unmeasured 
epithet^!, tlie vt?nuitr of tlw author of * Lettf-is from Head-q nailers,' for having 
jitated, in tbe hrst edition of this work, that at the battle ot' lukernuuin iSir De Lacy 
Evans did not give to 0«nei«l Feiitief&tiier any tidirioe or aasistimce." On reading 
this letter, the author considered it due to Sir De Lacy Evans, as well aa to himself, 
to write withotit delay to Sir John Pennefather, to ascertain whether* as itgarded 
tbe statement in question, he had been correct or incorrect. 

The author had th« honotur to i-eceive subsequently from Lieuteoant-Gcuaal Sir 
John Pemidhther the fbllowiog note > ^ 

<*Mb]1% 15th February, 

** Mt peak Major, — I hare had die pkaaiire to receive your letter of the 5th 
Mist , wui] I lose no time in replying to it. 

" ¥ou aie cotrert in your recollection of a oonver.sition at Head-citiarters soon 
after my return to the Criniea from sick leave, about tlie end of February, 1855. 
Site De Lacf Evaoa never did give me any directions or advice at the battle of 
Jnkennann. 

** When Sir I)e Lacy Kvans came to the field, his ptTsmco cTi'^'e the troops heart, 
they knew he was ill, and 1 looked at his iuiival with Hdiiiiratiou, under which 
fteling it was that next day, wbeo writing my repoi-t to Lord Raglan, as called for» 
I meDtiooed Sir De Lacy's name as I did, eiactly iofloeiiced as Harding atated i» 
you. 

** Believe me to be, my dear Major, 

" Most faithfiilly yooia, 
(Signed) <* J. L. PENNBPATHBR. 

•* Major tbe Hon. Somerset Calthorpe." 

It must be obser^'ed that tho conversation alluded to in the foregoing letter took 
|)lace in the preseaoe of the author and other otficeni of the Head-<}uai tei* Stafi*, and 
upon it was hased the assertion oootradicted by Sir De Lacy Evans. 

It is also necessary to remark that Colonel Harding ( late aide-de-camp to Sir 
John P<'nnpfathe»r) expres^^d to tin* author his conviction that thr; ei:lo.:y passed by 
the Lieu tenant- General on Sir De Lacy Evans in bis report on the battle of Inker* 
mann to Lord Kagltm was intended omy as a chi vahoQS and geneious oompliment to 
his chief; and in this opinion ..Sir John Pennetkther appears also to coincide. It must 
be f^ratifyiug to .Sir .Tohii IN nf 'father to feel that his own bnlliant services aie 
such that he can atford to give tu another the pmi.se which is due to himself. The 
author has only to add that he has received permission torn Ueuteuant-General Sir 
' John Pcnne&tiier to publish the ffaregotog letter. 
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thing our fire became more and more aocnrate. I nerer saw 
sach beautiful practioe ; tiie greatest praiee is due to Cokndi 
Dickson for the admirable manner in which he directed Mb , 

men. Shortly before 1 P.M. it became perfectly eyident thai 
the Russians only continued their cannonade in order to cow 
their infantry, who began to retire in heavy columns. The 
day cleared with our prospects, and as we gazed on the battle- 
field, and c()mpared our small force with the still huge masses 
of our retreating foes, we felt indeed greatly relieyed that we 
had no longer their legions opposed to us. The mighty duel 
of artillery continued for some tiiin\ the eiiemv drawing off 
their guns by fours every ten iiiiimtes (»r so, until but two 
batterit's rcuiaiiied on Cossaik Hill. These were severely 
knocked about l»y our lS-jH)Uiidurs, but Lord Kaglan sent an 
aide-de-camp to ( '(tlonel Dickson to desire him to (-ease firing, 
as he wished to advance soiiio infantry, and thought that the 
enemy would be glad of an excuse to vnthdraw their guns. 
Colonel J)ick.st)u begged to be allowed to have a few shots 
more, as he said he had the range so perfectly ; and, to verify 
his assertion, the guns, which were then loaded, were fired, 
and the shot went crashing through two Eussian carriages. A 
minute or two later he ceased firing, an example which the 
Bussians immediately followed, and 3ien we had the satisfeto* 
tion of seeing the last of their artillery limber up and gallop 
off the field. 

Thus terminated the battle of Inkermann, for, although they 
fired at us from the Bussian steamers occasionally, and we 
also sent a few shots after the now distant columns of infantry, 
yet no more actual fighting took place. Lord Bag! an was Teiy 
anxious that, as soon as their artillery was withdrawn, the 
Bussians should be pursued down the Inkermann road ; think- 
ing that their panio would be thus increased, and many pri- 
soners made, besides causing them heavy loss. In all retreats 
troops are invariably more or less in a state of disorganization ; 
and tlierc could be no doubt that, had this been done according 
to Lord lu'iglan's wish, a greater blow might have been struck 
upon the euemy. i\loreover, as almost the entire Eussian 
force retreated over the Tchernaya riA er by a single briflji^e, 
there was good reason to suppose that th(?y must have been in 
great confusion, froiu the masses of men who had to pa.«:s over 
in so narrow a space. Unfoiiunately there was no British 
iiiluutry that could bo sent on this service ; all our available 
troops had been engaged — all had snIlV i ed a heavy loss, and 
but very few had partaken of any nourishment since the 
previous day ; consequently they were exhausted by the pro- 
tracted struggle that had taken place, and it would have been 
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unfair to expect troops to do more Hian they had already 
accomplished. This was not the case with all the French : 
the Zouaves and others had suffered severely, and had shared 
with Its the honours of the day, but there was still a brigade 
of ;iO(j() men and two batterirs of artillery which had never 
been under fire. Lord Eaglan pointed out to Geneml Can- 
robert the great results which might accrue from the pursuit 
of the enem}'', and most strongly urged that the French troops, 
then on the ^'ound, who had not been (engaged, should be em- 
ployed for this purpose. For some reason unknown to me, 
Genexal Camobert did not agree with Lord Baglan, and, when 
again pressed by the English Commander-in-Chief, proposed 
tliat^ it they went, the Guards should go with them, as he said 
fais in&nt^ bad snob oonfidenoe and admiration for **k8 
Hhch Caps" This, however, was quite out of the question. 
The Guards now consisted of but a handful of exhausted men, 
and these had still to perform the onerous duty of- removing 
their many wounded, who had fallen too far in advance to be 
carried to the rear during the action. After more conversation 
and repeated urging on Lord Kaglan\s part, General C'anrobert 
consented to send a battalion of infantr}-, with a battery of 
guns, to the high ground which the enemy had just aban- 
doned ; this commanded the bridge over the Tchemaya river 
and the causewav across the vallev of Jnkermann. The two 
Commanders-in-Chief, and a portion of their respective Staffs, 
aocompanied the French battalion and guns ; but so much 
time bad been lost by General Caniobert's indecision, that, 
when tiiey amyed at ike place indicated, they found that the 
enemy bad, in the most masterly manner, almost completed 
the retreat of his infantry across the bridge, and bad from this 
point deplojred to the right and left, so that the fire from the 
tiatteiry fVench artillery on the heights just mentioned did 
bim, comparatively speaking, but little lu^, and his forces 
were completely out of range of small arms. It is much to be 
regretted that General Canrobert, in the first instance, did not 
accede to Lord Kaglan's proposal to follow the Kussians down 
the Inkermanu road. Had he done so, even with the battery 
of 6 light guns, great chastisement might have been inflicted 
on tliem. Indeed General CanrtjljurL admitted his error, and 
expressed to Lord lilaglau the regi'ct he felt at not having at 
once followed his advice. Lord Kaglan had been desirous to 
bring forward the two IB-ponnders, which bad already done 
such good service, to the brow of the bill, where the French 
battalion was afterwards placed ; but on inquiry, it appeared 
that it would be almost impracticable to move them, as our 
josses in artillerymen and horses bad been especially great« 
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and those of the latter, that were then available were knocked up 
by the contintial work they had to perfurni in bringing ammn- 
nition, &c., backwards and forwards. So anxious, however, 
wa« Colonel Dicks* m to carry out Jjord IJanlan's prs>posal, that 
Hoon after, seeing some artillery horses a short distance off, he 
ordered them to be attached to one of the 18-pounders, which 
being done, they moved forward. But a« the ground was 
very rocky and full of inequalities, besides being covered with 
thick brudiwoodf their progress was alow, and before they 
could reach the spot indicated by Lord Baglan, they met the 
French troops returning fi:om their tardy pursuit. 

The allied CommanderB now rode over the field of battle, 
and horrible, indeed, was the sight that everywhere met their 
gaze. Mangled corpses of friend and foe lay in every direc- 
tion; such heaps of slain! In some places d )wn the Inker- 
mann road, where our shot and shell had fallen into the 
retreating columns of the enemy, the way was literally 
blocked up with dead and dying. The spots wlierc artillery 
had been placed could be easily traced by the circle of dead 
which lay around the p'»sirii>ii of each gun. Behind every 
bush one discovered a body ; some so terribly smashed that 
one could scarcely credit that they had ever been human 
forms. On visiting the Sandbag Battery the most awful scene 
presented itself. WKhin the circumference of a few yards 
round the work upwards of 700 dead were lying, the majority 
of them torn with the moat ghastly wounds; for here had 
raged the most desperate hand-to-hand conflicte. Upwards of 
200 British soldiers were stretched upon the ground which 
they had so nobly held until death. Outside the parapet of 
the battery the Russians appeared to have piled some of their 
dead, probably with the idea of using their bodies as a sort of 
hanquette for them to stand upon to fire into the battery. In 
each embi asure were the bodio?^ of two liussian soldiers, who 
had evidently been endeavouring to enter the work ; in front 
of them were the bodies of guardsmen. In the empty 
magazine of the battery wure found several corpses, ])robably 
of some poor creatures who had been wounded, and vvlio had 
crawled in there to be under shelter. \\ hile we were there 
tiie French oacolets anived, and were speedily loaded with 
our poor wounded. This was a kind thought on the part of 
Greneral Bosquet, who ordered Ihem to be sent down to the 
battery, from whence but few of our wounded had been yet 
removed, in consequence of its advanced position. The 
lish ambulance-waggons consist of great lumbering vehicles, 
which are &r more difficult to move over broken ground than 
even a heavy piece of ordnance; but the French caoolete. 
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earned on mules, are botb easier for tlie wounded, and are 
able to go into places impracticable for oarriagee. Lord 
Kaglan, anxious to alleviate the sufferings of our wounded 
enemies as soon as postjible, ordered a fatigue paiiy of 60U of 
the INirks (whom you may remember had been ordered up to 
the front since the 2'5th) to bring them at once into camp, so 
that before du^k n})waid8 of 700 wounded Russians were mure 
or less pruvi(^led with surgical aid. On leaving the field of 
battle, Lord liagluu \vent to General Pennefather to make the 
necessary an angementa for the better protection uf our position 
on the right, in case the BiuaianB should attempt a renewal of 
the attack. It was determined that a parapet should imme- 
diately be constructed along the ridge which onr tioops had 
held thionghout the day; and to effect this purpose lai^e 
working parties of Turks, under the direction of some ofiBcera 
of the Koyal Engineers, assisted by a party of sappers and 
miners, were ordered to set to work so as to complete it by 
the following morning. The iron guns of position were 
retained on the spot where they had already dune such good 
service ; and two other guns uf tlin same metal and calibre 
were to be bronsi:ht up and ^^laced on the left of this parapet ; 
flo that troops again occupying Cossack Hill would be received 
by a cross-fire fi om these pieces of artiUery. 

Lord Kaglan was shortly after joined by Sir De Lacy Evans, 
who took upon himself to give his lordship the most wonderful 
counsel and advice which, perhaps, ever fell from the lips of 4t 
British general. He urged upon Lord Baglaa the utter use- 
lessnees, and indeed imi>raoticabilit7, of attempting to hold our 
present position, supposing the enemy's attack to be renewed, 
of which there was every probability. He therefore gave it as 
his opinion that there was nothing to be done but for us to 
raise the siege, embark the troops in the best way we could, 
and evacuate the Crimea. Such was the meaning, if not the 
actual words, used by one of the oldest and most experienced 
generals we have in the aiiuy out liere I Lc»rd Kaglan never 
for one second entertained such a ])rojeet ; but w*itli his usual 
courtesy he took the tiT)nble of pointing out to Sir De Lacy 
the absurdity of liis yiroposition. In the first place, even ad- 
mitting we Lad gained no victory, that could not ju.btii*v the 
abandonment of our siege-train and material tu the enemy, 
which we should necessarily be obliged to do, from the im-- 
possibility of embarking it. In the second place, supposing 
that we had transport enot^ to cany all the English troops, 
what was to become of the French, as we had brought cer- 
tainly half tin ir present force to the Crimea? Ins ides this, 
there were the Turkish troops unprovided for. Would Do 

U 2 
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Lacy Evans counsel that our allies should be left in the lurch? 
not quite an English mode of dealing with our friends ! Alto- 
gether there is no way of explaining this most extraordinary 
}>lan of Sir De Lacy Evnns. One can only aooount for it hy 
tlie fact that he was in a feeble state of benlth. and that possibly 
his illness may have aft'ected his mind as \s til as his budy. 

After this discussion Lord liag^lan proceeded to several 
different canip-hospitals to inquire after the wounded, and had 
the satisfaction of hearing that almost all the English sufferers 
were already under tiie care of the sni^eons of the army. The 
niunber8» however, were so great that necessarily many had to 
lie with wounds undressed for a considerable interval of time. 
No blame could be attached to the doctors for this, as they 
worked with a zeal and earnestness for which, indeed^ they are 
always remarkable. 

I should have mentioned to you that early in the day a 
sortie on a large scale had been made from the enemy's works 
at Quarantine Fort, against the left of the French trenches. 
It appears to have been of a more formidable nature than any 
that has as yet taken place. The Kussians penetrated a con- 
siderable way into the French trenches, and succeeded in 
spiking the gims of two batteries, and in partially overtuniing 
and destroying a portion of their parapets. After a considerable 
encounter, the Frei^ch troops under General de Lourmel suc- 
ceeded in driving the enemy out of their trenches, but, being 
oarried away in the excitement of action, they fell into the 
error of following the Russians up to the very batteries of 
Sevastopol ! the guns of which, upon their retreating, opened 
on them with showers of grape, and caused them fearful loss. 
Amongst others, the gallant General de Lourmel was mortally 
wounded. He was a man of much promise, and one from 
whom our allies expected great thincr^. 

Lord ltap;lnTi arrived at Head quarters shortly before 7 in 
the evening, having been on horseback more than 12honr8. 
Soon after this about 200 liussian prisoners were marched 
under escort into the Head- quarters camp. Mr. Calvert (chief 
of the intelligence deparnnent) set to work to collect from 
them any informat ion they could afford, especially as regards 
their force, the object of their attack, the generals who com- 
manded them, &o, ^0. He ascertained that the Russian forc& 
consisted of three regiments of the 10th, 11th, 10th, and 17th 
Divisions respeotively* that is 12 regiments of 4 battalions 
each, or 48 battalions. These properly shoidd consist of 1000 
jnen each, but, from the great losses which the 16th and I7th 
Divisions sustained at the Alma, that number had been con- 
aiderably reduced ; but, putting their casualties in battle and 
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sickness at 8000, the Rttssian i&fiiiitiy at the liattle on {he bUh 
instant must have prohably consisted of 40,000 men. To these 
mnst be added their enormous force of artillery, which mus- 
tered, according to the accounts of the prisoners, 24 heavy 
pieces of i In nice, guns of position (probably equal to our 
82-pounder howitaers), and 10 batteries of field artillery; and 
as each battery consists of 8 guns in the Bussian service, that 
will give 80 field-pieces. But of these, probably 3 or even 
4 batteries may not have been engaged. Terhaps in all. we 
may safely put the Kussian amiy at the battle of Inkemann at 
50,000 men. It appears tliat the whole force wa.s divided into 
3 great columns, the first cunsi^^ting of the inth and IGtli 
Divisions, under the conDnand <it(Tenei*al fckjiuionoft'; the second 
consisting of tlie 1 1th and 17th iJivisinnR, under the command 
of (jeneral raulufT. These two cor]>s. for such they may be 
designated, were nnder the immediate orders of General Dan- 
nenberg. The third cuhimn consisted of General Li pr audi 's 
di \ ision, which had lately received large reinforcementii, and 
was placed under the conim.ind of (ieneral Gort^chakotf. 
Prince JMenchikoff appears to have had the Command-in-C'hief 
of the whole ; but a^s the columns were at a considerable dis- 
tance apart, a system of semaphores was established on the 
heights above Inkermann and on those above the village of 
Tchorgoun« It aeems that the object of their attack was to 
take possession of, and establish themselves on, the high 
ground in front of our 2nd Division camp, and, in the event 
of not succeeding in the first instance in driving off the English, 
that at any rate they would be able to construct batteries on 
the position which they took for granted would be captured 
from us; and from thence with their guns to enfilade the 
English camps, compel us to withdraw our troops andcoTi ( - 
quently raise the siege. To effect this purpose, they brought 
up a laige quantity of intrenching tools, as well as gabions and 
fascines to erect batteries. The plan of attack seems to have 
been as follows: — General Soimonoff's column was to IcHve 
the town an hour before daylight, and to proceed up the 
Careening Bay Kavine, which he was to follow, and enter the 
English position at that point, thus cutting oif fmr extreme 
right from the rest of the ground we occupied. General 
Pauloif 's column was to march from the nonhern side of the 
harbour of Sevastopol, across the valley of Inkermann and the 
Tchemaya river, by the cansoway and bridge, and there divide 
into two ixxlies; the left to follow tlic course of the Inker- 
mann road and ravines adjoining it, and thus gain the right of 
our 2nd Division camp ; the right — to ascend the high ground 
after leaving the Tchemaya, and, crossing near Cossack Hill^ 
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penetrate to the camp of the 2nd Division on its left. The 
main portion of the artilleTy was to be y>osted on Cossaok TTill, 
a« it was known that the camp of tho 2n(l Division was within 
easy range of it. To render their sue ( ess more certain, it was 
determined to ninke two false attacks on the extremes of onr 
position ; one by a fonnidable sortie from the garrison of 
Seva^stopol on the left of the French siege- works ; tho other by 
General Gortschakoft^'s ctjUunn, which was to threaten Bala- 
klava and the rear of our position, in the hope of preventing 
the withdrawal of troops from that quarter to onr aasistanoe 
during the grand attack at Inkermann. The whole of these 
arrangements appear to have been carried out, except that, 
according to the prisoners* statement, General Soimonoff*8 
cohimn did not take the proper turn after entering the gorge 
of the Inkermann ravine, and that conseqnently, instead of 
cutting off onr 2nd Division from any reinforcements, they 
arrived near Cossack Hill on the right of General Pauloff's 
cohimn, thus crowding the gronnd with troops. General 
Soimonoff was imfortunately killed, so that probably this will 
ever remain a mystery. The whole scheme was certainly 
most cleverly planned, and, had it not been fur tho indomit- 
able courage and deteiTtiination of the British troops and the 
well-timed assistance of the French, the Eussians no doubt 
would have succeeded in attaining their object.* 

The pris<merB state that their loss has heen something 
frightfol ; but I do not see how they can be good judges of 
this, though no doubt thej are right, as in the heat of battle 
you ttCTer can know the loss you have sustained at the time, 
except immediately around you. They also report that two 
sons of the Emperor, the Grand Dukes Nicholafi and Michael, 
arrived on the 4th instant at Sevastopol, for the avowed 
purpose, they declare, of seeing the Allies driven into the sea I 

Late in the evening Lord Raglan sent an aide-de-camp to 
General Canrobert to propose to him that a heavy cannonade 
should be opened from nil the allied batteries on the following 
morning against the enemy's w(.>iks. Lord Raglan calculated 
that the intelligence of the defeat and rout of the Russian 
army would not be generally known to the garrison of Sevas- 

* Many statements have Tjeeu made as to the prohaLle reasons for failure on the 
enemy's part at the battle ot Inkermann. It has often been allegetl, and indeed hy 
Prince Menchikoff himself in his de^ipatch of the battle, that the defeat was caused 
by General SoimonoflT not taking the proper li^ of the nvine from the liead of the 
Careenfnof Ray. It appears never tn have ocmiTed to any one that a considerable 
portion of this ravine was eniiiaded by the English 5-gun iKitteiy; and i doubt 
very much whether any colunm of tioops, necessaiily confined and aowded together 
in tio narrow a space, could erer have need the fire which woold hare been poured 
vifont them from thie batteiy. 
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topol until the following moTmng, and that the &ct of their 
being assailed with a heavior cannonade than usual, on re- 
ceiving the first news of this disaster, would probably add to 
their panic and consternation, and materially tend to the 
effectual carrying out of an ulterior scheme which T shall 
presently mention to you. General Canrobert at first hesitated 
whether to comply with Jjord Raglan's proposal or not, as it 
appeared fioiii his explanation that they (the French) are 
very short oi innmimition — indeed have not enough for a 
single day's heavy firing in their artillery parks, liowcvor, 
he finally consented to open upon the Russians at daylight 
what he oalled un feu dt jaie " for the Tiotoiy at Inkermann. 
The same evening Lord lUglan receiyed reports from all the 
different divisions engaged in the battle, that to the best of 
their belief all the wounded British troops had been brought 
into esudk of tbe camp hospitals, although probably (as indeed 
was afterwards shown in a few instanoes) some mi^t yet 
lernam in obscure parts of the field. 

I \va8 up early the following morning (6th), and rode off to 
the right, first of all, to inquire after the wounded, among 
whom were many friends, and then to ride over the field of 
battle. I was shocked to find several ofticers, who the dav 
before had been reported severely wounded, had died during 
the night. Among othuib, l^rigadier-General Goldie, Colonel 
Blair of the Guards, and Colonel Carpenter of the 4l8t regi- 
ment, besides , many others whose loss will be greatly felt. 
On riding over tiie scene of sanguinary contest, it was sad 
to see what frigbtful numbers of bodies were everywhere lyiug 
about. Now that the excitement of tiie battle bad pa^eid off 
and one could look calmly around, the fearful aspect of the 
field was lar more striking than before. Tbe same pecu- 
liarities were to be observed as those I have mentioned at the 
battle of the Alma — I mean those shot through the head and 
heart all appeared to have died so easily, and really almost in 
every instance with a smile upon the lips ; and on the other 
hand, those wounded in the body, especially when from the 
bayonet, invariably showed on their count (nances the agonizing 
death they must have suiiered. It was wonderful, too, the 
numbers who had their arms stretched upwards, as if imploring 
aid. Altogether the ground presented a most horrible and 
sickening spectacle, and one which I shall never forget. A 
good number of Eussians who had been wounded on &e pre- 
▼ious day, and wbo had erawled as &r from our camp as their 
strength would allow, were brought in during the morning. 
Fatigue parties were also removing tiie few wounded of the 
FrenGh and Tg^glta^ who had been accidentally, left on the fi^d* 
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The caimonade I liave spoken of was opened on the motning 
of the 6th from all the English batteries, and was kept up with 

•unremitting energy by our artillerj'raen for several honra. 
Tlie French confined lliemselvcs to firing sharply for the space 
of half an hour, and after that time only continued at the 
usual rate. 

A general return of killed and wounded was sent in to 
the Adjutant-General's office, amounting to, in the English 

army, close tipon 2G00 casualties. The French state their loss 
in killed and Avonnded at 1760 men; but 1 iniderstand that 
this number includes the repulse of the Russian sortie from 
the right of the town, and thi« is stated to have cost them 
upwards of 1100! The Kussian loss it is difficult at present, 
to calculate — it is stated at from 10,000 to lo,000 men; indeed 
many aver that 20,000 would be nearer the mark. This, how- 
ever, is a matter of conjecture, as it will be days before we 
can collect the numberb of liubsian dead lying about on the 
field of battle. 

There was a Council of AN'ar during the morning at the 
English Head-qiuurters ; present — Lord Baglan, General Can* 
3ro1>drt, Sir Jolm Bur^oyne, and General iSoequet. This was 
partly to arrange the reinforcement that General Bosquet 
should give to tiie English troops on the right. It was re- 
salved to occupy all the ground on which the battle of Inkers 
mann had been fought, and to construct a system of redoubts 
ior the bettor protection of this part of our position. These 
works will take considerable time and labour to make. In the 
mean while a strong brigade of 4000 French troops are to 
camp in the immediate vicinity of our 2nd Division, and in- 
deed they have before this established themselves thereon. It 
was also decided at this Council of War, that a letter should 
be addressed to Prince Menchikotf by the allied Generals, 
complaining of the Kussian soldiers stabbing our wounded 
men -wheu lying on the ground unable to defend themselves, 
as it w as alleged that this had been done in numerous in- 
stances during the action on the 5th, whenever the Eussiaii 
troops gained any advantage over us. The Commanders-m- 
Chief demanded an explanation, and inquired whether the war 
was to be carried on in such an inhuman and barbarous man- 
ner ixa would disgrace any civilized nation. 

Lord liaglau had expressed his wish to attend the funerals of 
Sir George Cathcart and General Strang ways. Arrangements 
were therefore made that they should be interred at half-pa^t 
4 P.M. on the top of the hill in front of the 4th Division camp, 
and inside what appears to have been an old redoubt. Lord 
Baglan and his Staff arrived at the time appointed, and \nU 
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neased the last honoura paid to the remains of these ffidlant 

veterans. Sir Geoi^ge's body had beeu removed frwa the 
battle-field to his own tent, so that it had only to be carried 
from thence a few yards to \is last resting-place. General 
Strangways had died in the field hospital of the right siege- 
train, and his body was conveyed from there to the place of 
iTitennent on a gun-carriage, escorted by a troop of Horse Ar- 
tillery. Strange to say, it was this very troop which he 
had commanded at the battle of Leipsic in 1^1'^, the com- 
nienccnient of his military ciireer, and where ho had the first 
oi ])nriumty of distiiij^iiishing iiiiiirself. Sir George Cathcart is 
a iubs to the army mid country at large ; he bad great military 
talents, and was one on whom many luokcd as the beau ideal 
of a miliUiiy cuuiniander. General G oldie had been buried 
earlier in the morning neax the same sjxjt. Most of the gene- 
ral oiiiccib wLuiii duty did not j)revent were present on thin 
melancholy occasion. Lord Kaglan wa^ miali moved, as bo 
had a great personal friendship for both the deceased Generals. 
After it ¥rBB all over he went and sat for some little time by the 
bedside of General Torrens, who was lying most severely 
wounded in his tent, and later in the day he visited several 
of the field-hospitals and made the best arrangements in his 
power for the speedy removal of tiie wounded to Balaklava 
and from thence to the Bosphorus. Lord Baglan traversed 
the whole battle-field, and was as much astonished as any one 
at the enormous heaps of the Hussians slain. 

Yesterday morning (7th) another Grand Coimcil of War 
■was held at the English Head-quarters, at whioh a number of 
generals of both armies were present. It had been, as you may 
remember, the intention to have assaulted the town on the 
morning of this day, and indeed Lord T?aglan was still anxious 
for it to be carried out. Gener;d C^mrobort was strongly 
opposed to it, and maintained that it would bo utterly imprac- 
ticable to att< iiipt to storm the plaee with our present small 
force, w^hilci tlie enemy had so lar<i:e an aimy in the field, and 
"VN Inch at any moment might again attack us on any point of 
oui* rear. He therefore counselled that we should wait for 
reinforcements, which are shortly expected ; and that in the 
liiLiiu time we should not make any ofi'ensive movement 
against the enemy, but confine ourselves to acting on the defen- 
sive, holding our present works without making any absolute 
advance. For the better protection of the right of our position, 
he (General Canrobert) engaged that the Fi«nch troops should 
oonstruot the greater portion of the new works to be erected 
there, and also that they should occupy the same. Lord Bag* 
laui although utterly opposed in evei^ way to the first part of 
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this scheme, bad no alternative but to accept it, as the English 

ariDy was now reduced to little more than 16,000 bayonets. 
It was al^^o finally settted that, as now there could be no doubt 
of the anny wintering in the Crimea, and probably on their 
present ground, measures fchonld Le immediately taken for 
hutting the troops ; and for this purpose it was resoh ed to 
despatch vessels to Constantinople, Sinope, and other parts, 
where it was likely that they would be able to pro( uiu wood 
and the necesi>ary mateiiais for housing the arniy. There 
were certain generals present who thought so badly of our 
actual poeition that they proposed tiiat the siege sbonld be 
raised, and the troops ^thdrawn to different ground, if the 
idea of the army being embarked was imprekctLcable ; and I 
understand that his Royal Highness the Dnke of Cambridge 
advocated this measure, and advised that, as far as the English 
army was concerned, it should occnpy the heights round 
Balaklava. 

This mominp; (8th) 1000 Turks were ordered to be em- 
ployed in collecting the Tiiissian dead on the field of Inker- 
mann, as up to this time only the dead of the allied armies 
have been interred. This, although it may appear rather a 
menial office, was not without considerable danger, as the 
enemy had never ceased since the close of the action to throw 
up occasional heavy shot and shell, from steamers which 
they had stationed for this purpose near the head of the har- 
bour, upon any groups they could discover. The enemy must 
have been pefectly aware of what we were about, as ue dia- 
tanoe was not too great to discover with the naked eye the 
burying-parties occupied with their melancholy duties. This 
also is made a subject of complaint by the allied generals in 
their letter to Prince Menchikoff, 

Yesterday and the day before the Turks were employed in 
bringing in the Hussian wounded ; niid of these we have in 
camp nearly 1100. We are now able to judge to a cciiain 
extent of the losses of the Russians at the battle of the 5th. 
There are said to be nearly 40t)() coq:)ses lying on the tield ; so 
that, if you allow 3 wounded men io every 1 killed (which 
is veiy m\ich inside the usual calculation), their loss at that 
proportion would be 16,000 men. With us the proportion has 
been about 4^ wounded to 1 killed, both at the battles of the 
Alma and Inkermann. But independently of the dead left on 
the field, the Bussians appear to have lost numbers who have 
since died ; for during the last 2 days large working-partiefl 
have been employed on the further side of the valley of Inker- 
mann in making great pits for the reception of their dead ; 
and by the aid of a. telescope we could see numbezs of coxpsea 
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perpetually l)roiiglit dovm from the camp on the lieightB 
above. . They had placed clofle to where they were working 
a large black flag, and put up a high white cross, I suppose 

to show tis what they were about, so that they should be un- 
molested. T Deed hardly say that notliing vrns done by the 
Allies to prevent ihmr performing the last rites to those who 
had feillen for tlif ir country's sake. It is strange that they 
should not have the name regard for us. 

Captain Fellowes ( Deputy- Assistant-Qnartermaster-Generan 
went in to-day with a flag of truce from our lines in front of 
Balaklava to take the letter of which I have spoken. He was 
received by two BuBBian officers at their ontposts, who in* 
formed him that an answer should be sent as soon as possible. 

I will end by giving you the general total of our dreadfiil 
losses on the ^ instant:^ 

Offim 

J^erg:pant5 

l>ruminers, and rank and file 

462 1952 198 
Gnuid total, 2612 cwinltiM.* 



CHAPTEB IX* 

MbveihU — Cbmgt of veaOier ~ Mice Maicliikii>fl*i loiter to the allied geiunia 
—Court of inquiiy — Keiiifi>?ceinoiite <- Dreadibl etalo of made — l>eeertera 
fiom the eoomj <~ Falae alaimi — *' Shaves " in Russian camp — Loid Raglan'e 
accurate calculations — Anecdotes of ilie battle — English force engaged at In- 

kermann — Drcndful huiricanc, NovpmVr 14th' — Tents, iSLc., blown down — ■ 
Sick an<l wounded exposal to t)ie stonn — Sutterings of tht> troops in the trenches 
— Losses of la^sports oil' Balaklava — The Prince goes down with warm 
clotliiitg, &c. kc.f on board — Damage to English and French fieeU — Losses at 
Ettpntoria — Ruesian deeerteiB'— Nunbere of English generols incaiNuatated or 
dead — Pdieh deeertere— >Gapti]xe of tbe <*OTens" hy a party of Kiflee-— 
Death of Ljeuienaat Tryon — Dreadfld weaiHier — Lord Raglan visits all the 
camps — Looses in cavalry horses — SafTcnngs of the tioops fi-om the in- 
clemency of the weather — The cholera again breaks out — Loi d naglan visita 
the different hospitab — Council <»f War of the fingUsh generals of divisions- 
Three sorties on Froich trenches. 

HeadHiiiartfln before Sevastopol, Kovemlier 13th, 1854. 

I WILL now giye you some extracts from my Journal. 

Nwmber Wi, — Laat evening 3 Tedoubts and a heavy bat- 
teiy were traced oat on the hi^ grotmd on vhioh the battle 

' * This includes the losses in the trenches on the 5th, as well as Ihose fai thtf 
iMttle^ 



Killed. Wounded. Misdug. 

43 103 1 

32 122 6 

.. 387 1727 191 
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of Tnkermann was fouglit. One redoubt, to t"ho riglit of the 
Inkermanu road and between the Sandbag Batter}^ and our 
2nd Division camp, was oommcTiced by the French, and by this 
morning liad aheady assiimtMl a formidable appearance. The 
heavy battery was traced on tlie spur next to that on w^hich is 
the Sandbag Battery ; it wnll be constructed as soon the 
redoubt just mentioned is finished. The other two were begun 
by a working party of 800 Turks, under the direction of some 
offioeis of the Koyal Engineeis and a party of Sappers and 
Miners. One of these is placed on Cossack Hill, and is of 
considerable dimensions; the other, some way in advance* 
overlooks the bridge and causeway in the valley of Inker* ' 
xoann. Neither of these two last field-works make much show» 
as unfortunately the ground is very rocky and requires blasts 
ingf added to which the Turks make but slow progress witli 
our English intrenching tools. In the afternoon Lord Baglan, 
with his Staff, w^ent again over the field of Tnkcrmann, and 
also to see the new works aboTo alluded to. The enemy threw 
sevoT-al immense >^4-pound hollow shot (10-inch diameter) at 
lis, but without their ever taking efl'ect. The dead have now 
all heen interred, although doubtless there may yet be a few 
undiscovered bodies in bye-places. All the dead horses have 
been dragged to one spot, low down the ravine that runs up 
from the Tchemaya alongside the Inkermann road, as it was 
found, from &e immense number, that it would be quite im- 
practicable to attempt to bury them, and at this spot tiiere are 
now no less than 357 carcases of horses 1 Of these 80 werd 
English artillery horses, 47 English staff and baggage horses, 1 01 
French horses, and the remaining 129 Bussian. It is intended 
to covnr them with lime, as soon as any can be procured; but 
as the hot weather is past, and tite winter is now coming 
on, they probably will not be injurious to the health of the 
troops. 

Novemher \Oth. — It has rained in torrent^j for the last two 
nights and almost the whole of this day. We begin to fear 
that the weather is breaking up. The trenches in places are 
knee-deep in slush, and to avoid this the men h;ivo continually 
been walking out of the trench, and have thus exposed them- 
BeWes to the fire of tiie place, and several, I am son^ to say, 
have heen killed or wounded from this cause. Stringent 
orders have been issued to prevent the men exposing them- 
selves unnecessarily, and the engineers are endeavouring, as 
far as possible, to drain the trenches. This can only be par- 
tially done, in consequence of the formation of the ground. A 
reply came from Piince Menchikoff, late last night, to the 
letter of the allied Generals of the 8th instant, in which he 
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states that he tliinks that onr Generals are nusinfonned atwnt 
the Bussian soldiers stabbing and maltreating ihe English 
wotinded when on the ground. He says that it is contrary 
to the character of a Bussian soldier, and that, although unfor-' 
innately there are in all amiies men who will commit any 
atrocity, still it is quite the exception to the nilc, and that he 
should doubt many instances being funnd of it amongst his 
troops. After speaking miirli more upon the horrors of war, 
and of the probability of there being men who, in the excite- 
ment of battle, allow themselves to commit acts of which, in 
their cooler mouients, they repent, he concludes by cum plain- 
ing that the French have committed a great sacrilege in 
burning a church, at the head of Chersonese Bay, on the 5th 
instant, which has made the BueSian troops very indignant, as 
it was a spot that was held especially sacred by them. Thus 
it would appear from the general purport of Prince. Menchi- 
yofPs letter, that, although he does not admit the acta of barba- 
rity complained of, yet he makes the burning of a church a 
sort of set-off against it. As regards this deed of the French, 
I need only state that it was purely accidental, and, indeed, 
it is hardly likely that they wonhf hum a building which 
might serve them for many useful purposes. The Court of 
Inquiry, which had been ordered to ascertain the truth of the 
accusations made against the enemy's troops, concluded its la- 
bours to-ilay. Tlie chargowas clearly established by the testi- 
mony of 52 witnesses, officers and soldiers ; some of whom died 
from the wounds they had received when lying helpless on the 
ground, and whose evidence was taken on their death-beds* 
No less than 6 officers, and twice as many sergeants and pri« 
vatest it was proved, had been murdered by these inhuman 
cruelties on tine part of the Bussian troops. The officers* 
names were as follows: — ^Colonel Carpenter, 41 st Regiment | 
Captains Sir R. Newman and Neville, Grenadier Guards; 
Captain Mackinnon and Lieutenant Greville, Coldstream 
Guards; and Captain Nicholson, 77th Regiment. The 4nth 
Regiment, about 7<m) strong, besides 500 men, drafts of dif- 
ferent rr2:inient«, arrived at Balaklava and joined their re- 
spective corps to-day. This is a rory acceptable reinforce- 
ment. The French are daily expecting two divisions of 
infantry, equal to about ir),()(H) men. One of their dragoon 
regiments has just arrived here, in one of our large transport 
ateamers, fromr Burgas, in Turkey. 

November 11th, — Bained again all last night, and up to 11 
A.V. this day. I rode into &laklaYa in the afternoon on duty. 
A great many shops had been established there, chiefly proTi- 
non stores. They are mostly held by Maltese, who ask the 
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most exorbitant prices for everything. The 62nd Begiment 
arrived there to-day from Malta, quite unexpectedly ; it nnis- 
ters over TOO meiL A wing of the 97th Kepramt also amved, 
and the rest are shortly expected. In all, to-day we have 
received upwai Is of 1100 men. The roada between the pla- 
teau and BaliikUiva are Khockingly bad ; at places knee-deep in 
mud, and almost impassable for wheeled conveyances ; conse- 
quently, all the provifciions and stores for the army have to be 
brought up to the front on bag^age-anim&Is, and of these 
we lulye not too many. Difficult, indeed, will be Hie task for 
the OommisflaTy-Oeneial to provide Hie array with its require* 
menta during Uie forthcoming winter, when he baa entirely to 
depend on animal transport. Last night a trench for mus- 
ketry was commenced; it runs about 800 yards in front of 
both our attacks, and is nearly 900 yards in length : in this 
trench are to be placed numbers of our best marksmen, and it 
is to 1m' ]i(iped that by this means we shall keep under the 
fire with which the enemy now annoy us from their rifle-pits. 
These thoy have established in considerable numl)ers aloTio; the 
front of the whole line of their works. Several deserters came 
in to-day ; tliey were iii ought up to Head-quarters, and wore 
examined, as usual, separately. On being asked about their 
losses on the 5th, they all agreed that General Soimonoff and 
. two other genend officers had been killed, and from 225 to 
240 other officers killed and wounded. As to their losses in 
men, they varied much in their statements. One said they 
had buried nearly 3000 men, and had 6000 wounded, but 7000 
more were missing. Another told us that they had 5000 killed 
and 8000 wounded, but more missing. A third quietly in- 
formed us that they had lost 20,000 men. Altogether, it was 
difficult to come to any accurate conclusion from their state- 
ments ; but, considering the numbers that we hai'e buried and 
the small proportion of w^ounded that fell into our hands, I 
think their loss may be safely estimated at 15,000 men. 

Nomirther VMh. — This morning, at daylight, a rej)ort reaohed 
Head-quarters that the Kussians w^ere advancing on l>alcikla\ a 
in great force. Accordingly, we all turned out, but it proved 
to be a folse alarm. It appears that the enemy, encamped 
near the Tchemaya, got under arms in a great hurry, wiUi 
much trumpeting and drumming, and, alter being out about an 
hour, turned in again. Several more deserters came in to-day, 
one of them from Liprandi's corps. He was asked what they, 
had intended doing this morning when their troops were turned 
out? to which he replied, that it was thought the English 
were coming, but that they were very glad to find that snch 
was not the caae^ It would therefore appear, if this man's 
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statement is correct, that we and the enemy were mutually 
alarmed at one another. This same man informed us that the 
Emperor of Russia had anived in Sevastopol ! At this we all 
laughed, which made the Jinskie very indignant; and to con- 
vince u« of the fact, he said that a comrade of hia had iseen 
him ! so tliere appear to be as wonderful shaves" in the iius- 
sian, as in the English, camp. 

Some of the other deserters who came in from the camp on 
the north side, by'Inkermftim* said that since the hattle they 
had been daily employed, with other floldiers, in parties of 50, 
in digging pita for 500 bodies, and that several of these had 
becoi excavated in various places in the valley of Inkermann ; 
and it was when on this duty that they had managed to run 
away. 

The Russian medical department is known to be on a very 
limited scale ; almost all their surgeons are foreigners, unable 
to obtain employment in their own countries, and consequently 
men of very imperfect knowledti;e of their profession ; and it is 
said, the wounded Russian soldiers, in the Dauubiau Trinci- 
palities, but rarely survived, from want of proper treatment. 
There was a story, I remember being told when at Constanti- 
nople, of a Russian general, who, when spoken to as to the in- 
feriority of their medical department, said, it was better for 
the service that the disabled men should die, as it was such an 
incumbrance having a large train of non-effective men, and it 
cost less to get another man than to cure oae who was sick or 
wounded! 

Some other deserters from the town informed us that on the 
evening of the 5th it was generally believed by the garrison 
they had gained a great victory over the Allies ; but, on the 
following morning, handfuls of men, representing the remains of 
i-egiments, returned to the town ; and that, when they became 
aware of the great losses they had sustained, a perfect panic 
ensued. It was with difficulty that the men could be kept to 
serve the different batteries, as they momentarily expected to 
be assaulted by the Allies; and, in consequence of this leeling, 
large numbers of men had been sent uito the town from the 
north side to reinforce the garrison, so that now they are nu- 
merically stronger than they have been before. This is only 
another proof of how accurate Lord Raglan is in his calcu* 
lations, and how much it is to be regretted that he has not 
a larger force under his command, which would give him 
the power of overruling the objections raised by the French 
gencffals. 

I rode out in the afternoon to the Light Cavalry camp, and 
found it in a dreadful state, so wet and dirty» many of the 
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horses standing almost knee-deep in mud. T understood that 
t'vvo of the commanding officers had proposed to move their 
regiments on to fresh ground hard by, hut had been pre- 
vented by lj(jid Cardigan, a.s it would spoil the arrangement 
of the camp. Tliis seems an odd reason to give, when the 
efficiency of the horses is at stake. 1 afterwaids rode on to 
our outposts before Inkermann ; the French redoubt is nearly 
completed, and is admirably conBtracted, and of great strength ; 
they ha^e already placed in it 5 guns of position (32-pounder 
ship-gons). The mloubts being made imder the direction of 
the English, but worked by the Turks, are still very back- 
ward, and look untidy and ragged. I believe we are to give 
them up shortly to the French, when they have finished the 
works they are now about. The Turks, who, as usual, have 
proved themselves utterly useless, are to be sent do-^ii to Bala- 
klava to join the rest of their mifortunate race. This evening 
another ti^^n sport arrived with 1180 men on board, drafts ta 
our ditierent regiments out here. 

Novernher Vdth, — To-day it has been i-aining in torrents. My 
tent is getting rather worn, and lets in more water than is 
cither pleasant or desirable. I begin to feel the cold much at 
night, and, in spite of every precaution one can take, the wind 
"Will insist on coming in at the door or under the sides of the 
tent But I hope, in the course of a few days, to get under a 
1^ ; that is to say, I have taken possession of a miserable sort 
of smith's shop, which is about 10 feet square. The greater 
portion of this was taken up by a large furnace, but that is 
cleared away, and with the help of mud for plaster I hope to 
make it weather-tight ; at any rate, it will be warmer than » 
tent. 

I omitted to state, in my letter on Tnkermann, one feature 
peculiar to tliat battle. I mean that the English troops were 
all in their great-coats, and not in red as usual, in conseqiienc o 
of their having turned out before daybreak in that dress on ac - 
count of the rain ; the majority of the (iuards and 4th Divisi( u 
had come out of the trenches, where they had been on duty for 
24 hours, and were also in great-coats. I know but of one 
exception to this, in the person of an officer who greatly dis* 
tinguished himself botii at the battles of the Alma and Inker- 
mann, Captain Lindsay, of the Scotch iWleer Guards.* It 
certainly wa.s a great disadvantage to those in command, as, 
what with the fog and smoke, it was difficult to distinguish^ 
beyond a few yards, friend from foe. The whole of our force 
engaged with the enemy during that eventful day did noli 

* Captain Lindsay has TMdved the Victoria Croat Ibr Us gallant oondnct on 
these taro occasiona. 
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aioonirt to moie than 8000 men. The brigade of Gnai^ who 
enffered more than any other, connated only of 1230 rank and 
£le, viz. : the Grenadiers had in action 380 men ; the Fnaileers 
and Coldstreams together, 750 ; besides theee, there was one 
strong picket of the Grenadiers* nnder the command of Prince 
Ed^^ ald of Saxe Weimar, guarding the Careening Bay ravine ; 
there were also two or three pickets of the Fusileers and Cold- 
streams overlook in;^ the valley of the Tchemava. Ihit none of 
these pickets could be said to be actually engaged. The 2nd 
IHvison Hcarcely amoimted to 2000 bayonets ; the 4th Division 
only brought into battle 1400 men; while the Light Division 
consisted of about 1900 men. The lioyal Artilleiy may perhaps 
have had, at the very outside,* 1200 men engaged ; we may add 
to fheae the brigade of Light Cavalry of 350 horses, bnt they 
can baldly be considered as sharing in the battle, as, althondli 
they were mtich imder fire, they never met the enemy. The 
whole of this nnmber toother, which I am sure is quite 
the ontside, amonnts to 8080. According to the French 
retom, they had actually engaged, including artillery, 5700 
men ; later in the day, as you may remember, a brigade of 
3000 bayonets and 2 batteries of gims were brought up to 
the iif 1 d , but were kept in reserve, and indeed were never 
nnder tire. 

You may perhaps wonder how it was that we could bring so 
few men into action, but it must be remembered that the l)ri- 
pade of Highlanders, mustering over 2000 men, was down at 
l>alaklava ; the 3rd Diviisioii, of 3400 men, occupied the heights 
in rear of onr trenches, to give support in the event of the 
enemy making a sortie from the town, which it was thought 
was not nnluely to be done. Besides these, men to the 
amoimt of 3600, who belonged to the diTisions engaged at 
the battle of Inkermann, were in the trenches on varions du- 
ties ; to these must 1m added 2000 more, employed as regi- 
mental camp gnaids, officers' servants, &o,, in all 11,000 men, 
who were not engaged, which, added to the 8000 in action, will 
give the amount of the British army before Sevastopol effectme 
at that time. 

I must tell you an instance of Lord liaglnn's t;' eat coolness on 
that eventful day. He was sitting on horMl ark, in the midst 
of a battery of artiller\% watching our men working the guns. 
A very heavy fire was being directed against this part of the 
field, both fi'om the enemy's camion and also from small- arms. 
One of his Staff suggested the propriety of his not putting 
himself in quite so £ingerons and oouspicnooB a place, espeoi- 
ally as it appeared from the nnmber ot bullets which came 
iin<,In^^ by us that hya was a mark for the enemy's xiflemen* 
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Lord Raglan merely said, " Yes, they seem firing at us a little, 
but I thiiik I get a better view here than in mo6t places." So 
there he continued for some time, and then, turning hU horse, 
rode along the whole length of the ridge at a foot's pace, and 

conscqiicTitly exposed hiiiisclf as much as ever. It was stated 
l)y sevoial ulBeers of the Artillery (witk what truth I can't say) 
that the Kus^ians had a battery of guns which alwiivH kept 
firing at the Staff. This mipcht easily bo the case in spite ot" the 
fog, as tliey were the only body ut" liureemen, with the excep- 
tion of the Artillery, that could have been seen by the enemy ; 
and certainly the number of casualties that occurred round 
Lord Raglan would seem to confirm this statement. 

I should also tell you an instance of great stuuf-fiwd on the 
part of a hospital sergeant, I think of the 7ih FuEoleers. It 
was towaids Ihe dose of the hattle, and Lord Baglan was re- 
turning from taking leave of poor General Strangpieays, and was 
^ing up towards the ridge. A sergeant approached us carry- 
ing canteens of water to take up for the wounded, and, as Lord 
Raglan passed, he drew himself up to make the usual salute, 
when a round shot came bounding over the hill and knocked his 
forage cap off his head. The man calmly picked up his cap, 
dusted it on his knee, placed it carefully on his head, and then 
made the military salute, and all without moving a muscle of 
his countenance. Lord Raglan was delighted with the man's 
coolness, and s;dd to him, " A near thing that, my man." 
** Yes, mj Lord,'* replied the sergeant, witli another salute, 
but a miss is as good as a mile.*' 

One of the most painliil things during the action waa the 
number of wounded horses. Some ci the poor creatures went 
grazing about the field, limping on three legs, one having been 
broken or carried away by shot; others, galloping about, 
screaming with fright and terror. At times, some would attach 
themselves to the Staff, as if desirous of company ; and one poor 
beast, wlio had its nose and mouth shot away, used to come in 
amongst us, and nib its gory head against our horses' flanks ; 
he was ordered to be killed by one of the escort, which was 
of course done. 



Head-qunriers b«fbre Sevastopol, November I8th, 1854. 

I am sorry to say that this time I have to tell you of a great 
disaster which has happened to us by sea and land. We have 
had one of the most destractive hurricanes that can well be ima- 
gmed ; mdeed, I think it is a wonder that we have any ships 
left, and, considering how entirely the army depend upon the 
transports and fleet generally for their resouzoes, it is a mercy. 
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that it was no worse. It was on Tuesday last (14tli inst.), at 
about 6 A.M., that it commenced to blow hard upon the plateau, 
but tiie stoim began an hcmr earlier ftt sea^ As I had been out 
lill very late the night b^ore, or rather until early in the 
morning, I did not get up as soon as usual. It was about 7 
A.M. when my servant woke me, and said I had better make 
haste and dress, or my tent would be blown down, and that 
already a great many had fallen. From the furious flapping of 
my canvas walls, I immediately saw the truth of what he said, 
and lost no time in dressing myself ; an affair of only a few 
minutes, as I lay dcwn in a portion of my clothes. Upon 
going out of my tent a scene of confusion presented itself, 
such as I had uovor before witnessed. Of ttio TIead-quarter 
Camp, consisting of some 4u or 50 tents, scarce one re- 
mained standing. Officers and men were running about, some 
in the most scanty attire, after fugitive pieces of furniture, 
or stray articles of clothing. The wind increased every 
moment, and the air was fill^ with every sort of thing. I 
saw a great quantity of what appeared to be pieces of paper 
at first sight, but, during a momentaiy lull, these came nop 
on the ground, and proved to be canvas tents ; another gust of 
wind came, and they were once more carried away. Some of 
the Commissariat stacks of stores, provisions, &o., vanished 
altogether: great barrels might be seen hounding along like 
cricket-balls, and disappeared Heaven knows where. Several 
of the roofs of the sheds about Head-quarters were blown 
clean awa^% and at times it was doubted whether the house 
itself would not be blown down, but fortunately, from the fact 
of its only having a basement story, it stood the fuiy of the 
gale without much damage. * 

Up to 9 A.M. my tent continued to st;uid. I bad had it 
pitched in the angle of two old walls, and they protected 
it from immediate destruction, but now my servant came to 
tell me that it was just going. I went to take a parting look 
at the habitation I had occupied for the last five weeks ; the 
next blast, and all was over. I must say one had a sort of 
feeling of desolation at seeing all one*s litlle property scattered 
about, and most of it completely ruined. It was out of the 
question attempting to move about the camp, as it continued to 
blow with the greatest fury, raining in torrents, till past midday, 
after which time the weather moderated somewhat, but soon it 
began to snow and %vas bitterly cold. This added to our other 
misfortunes. Two orderlies who were sent with letters to l^^la- 
klava were obliged to come back, after having been absunt two 
or three hours, as their horses were imable to stand against 
the fury of the gale, in crossing what we call the Col^ which 
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is tbe part of the edge of the plateau over which thus the road 
from Balaklava to Sevastopol. One man stated that his horse 
liad twice heen hlown completoly over, and that he himself 
fully expected to "be carried off its back at every siiccessiTegost, 
Early in the afternoon I rode out to the diiferent camps ; 
the ground was in a most dreadful state of slush, and it was 
with no little difficulty that I reached the right of our position. 
Out of all the camps, both English and French, consistiiiL!; of 
ninny thousands of tents, I don't think a dozen had stuod 
tliiring the gale. Everywhere the hospital marcjuees had been 
blown down, for, fi'om tlieir size and bulk, they are less 
capable of resisting the wind than perhaps any other. Our 
poor sick and wounded soldiers were consequentiy exposed to 
the weather, and I fear many deaths were hastened, and all 
had their sufferings increased, by this sad catastrophe. The 
light cavalr}' camp on the heights presented the most melan- 
choly aspect; the unfortanate lueses looked like drowned 
rats ; a quantity of the saddlery and accoutrements had been 
hlown to the winds, no one knew where. Several of the 
horses were dying, if not already dead; the forage was de- 
stroyed, 80 that nothing conld be given to the unhappy 
animals to eat. 

Towards 4 p.^r. the storm had so far abated that many of the 
tents were able to be put np again ; this was done as regards 
the hospital marquees first ; and I believe that before night all 
the sick and wounded were once more under shelter. It still 
continued to rain and snow till late in the night, and con- 
sequently scarce a man in the army had anything to eat or 
drink, except his ration biscuit and rum, and many had even 
lost these. As to cooking, it was out of the question, for, even 
had they had the materials to make a fire, the wind, lain, or 
snow would have instantly extinguished it. 

The French seem to have suffered even more than us, as the 
larger proportion of their army have nothing to cover them 
but tentes d'aJbri^ and these were swept altogether away by hun- 
dreds ; whereas with us hut few tenfcg, comparatively speaking, 
were actually lost — only blo\NTi down, and the men took care 
after that not to allow them to ho carried away. 

Near the French Head-quarters four large wooden huts had 
heen built as hospitals ; they appeared to be of strong material, 
and liad been occupied for some days by upwards of 400 sick 
and wounded men ; one of them was full of Kussian prisoners. 
All four hospitals were completely upset by the fury of the 
wind, and many of the unfortunate inmates were seriously 
hurt by their overthrow. I understood that one wounded 
Bussian prisoner was killed. 
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Towarda the evening we heard that we hail suffered dread- 
ful losses at Bea, off Balaklava, but no details were known 
until the following morning (16thj, which proved fine, al- 
though it was still blowing very n^h* Shocking accounts 
caiue into Head-quarters of the sufferings of the troops in the 
trenches and outposts of the army during the hurricane. 
Many men were canied into camp on stretchers from being 
paralysed l)y cold, and several died in consequence. A man 
of the 8th Hussars was found dead in the morning frum cold, 
and sevend others died on the heights aViove Balaklava from 
the same cause. 24 huistus of the lioyal Ai-tillery, and 35 of 
the cavalry division, died dui'ing thp day and nii^ht of the 
14th. lumbers of men had to go into hospital with paralysed 
limba. 

The fii.st desertion from our anny, that we know of, took 
place yesterday afternoon : a private of the 71)th Highlanders 
went OTer to the enemy before Balaklava. He was not seen 
bT our aentries nntil he had got some little way off, and, 
altiioiigh fired upon aeyeral tunes, managed to get away appa- 
rently nnhnrL 

The loea in our transport service is enormous. Off Bala- 
klava alone eight ships lutve gone down, viz. : — Prince (screw 
steamer) ; Hip van WtnMe (3iip) ; Progress (shin) ; Mesdute 
(ship) ; Wild Wave (ship) ; Pdtom (screw steamer) ; Womdtrer 
(barque) ; and Kamlworth (barqne). 

Besides these seven otner transports lost their masts, but 
saved their crews and cargoes. That of the Prince consisted of 
upwards of 700 tons of winter clothing for the army, giving 
each man a complete suit of clothes, besides a pair of blankets. 
It is impossible to overrate her loss to the well-being of our 
troops. 

Of her Majesty's ships, the "Retribution," "Niger," and 
*' Vesuvius," were all at anchor off the harbour, and rode out 
tbe pcale, but not with(^ut seiious damage. His Knval Iligh- 
nes.^ the Duke of Cambridge ^vn.s on board the *' Ketribution," 
with two uf his staff. He li id gone down for change of air on 
the 7th instant, as he had not l)een well. It was obser\'ed 
in the morning that there was one Rifssian line-of-battle ship 
less in the harbour of Sevastopol, so that it was supposed that 
it had gone down during the gale. 

The Commissary-General, Mr. Filder, came up to Head- 
quarters, and had a loi^ oonversat]on.with Lord iRaglan and 
General Airey, Quartermaster-General, as to the losses the 
commissariat had sustained by the gale, and to see what steps 
could be taken in order to replace that which had gone down. 
Loid Baglan at once decided that an officer of the Quarter- 
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master- General's department sliould imiULHliately go to. Con- 
stantinople, and puicliase eveiy thing in the «liapc of great- 
coats and covering that could be found, and Mr. Filder was to 
use eveiy effort to replace the hay and proTisions, by sending 
officexB to different places to procure them at any price. In 
the afternoon Lord Baglan rode through the different oamps 
on the plateau, and made evexy arrangement in his power 
to alleviate the discomfort of the troops, and by his cheering 
manner and hopeful expressions contributed not a little to 
encourage many who, from our late misfortunes, "were some- 
what cast douTi. 

On the IGth Lord Knp^lnn reneiTed a communication from 
Sir Erlmimd Lyons detailing further losses incun^ed by the 
transport service otf the Katcha river, where also the greater 
portion of the English fleet was lying. Five transports had 
gone ashore between the Katcha and Cape Constantino, but 
the crews were saved fruin all. The greater porti(jn of the 
cargoes were all saved by the boats from the English fleet. 
Two, that did not go to pieces, were set on fire by orders 
of the Admiral, and burnt to the water^s edge, so that Ihey 
should not fall into the enemy's hands. Of the Engligh fleet 
her Majesty's ships " Trafalgar," " Queen," " London,'* " Spite- 
ful," " Vesuvius," and ** Sampson," were all considerably da- 
maged ; the three first lost their rudders, and were otherwise 
a good deal knocked about. The French loss at sea, during 
the gale, it is difficult at present to estimate. At Kamiesch 
Bay upwards of 20 of tlieir transports were diiven on shore, 
but, as they were all very small, probably most of them will be 
got off again without very much damage. Two of their large 
transports, outside the bay, foundered with their crews and 
cargoes. The French fleet, off the Katcha, suffered iu about 
the saiae propoiiion as ours : four ships of the line were more 
or less badly injured ; at Eupatoria they suffered more severely, 
for there they lost the " Henri IV.," three-decker, of 100 grms, 
and also the Huton," steam sloop of war, both of which went 
ashore between 4 and 5 miles south of that town. However, 
they lost but few men, as the gale abated shortly after they 
were stranded. A line-of-battie ship of the Turkish navy 
foundered off Eupatoria, with almost her entire crew. Our 
Mahometan allies also lost another line-of-battle ship and a 
large frigate off the entrance of the Bosphorus. 

I think I have now pretty well told you the disasters which 
befell the Allies during the hurricane of the 14th, tlionrrli it is 
impossible to say when we shall recover from the ellects of 
it. In the afternoon of the 16th Major We therall (Assistant- 
Quartermaster-General) left for Constantinople to buy waiiu 
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clothing of OTeiy descriptioa for the use of the troops, to 
replace, as far as possible,, the clothing lost on board the 

Prince,** nntil fresh supplies amve from England. Lord 
Baglan went down the same day to Balaklava and had inter- . 
views with Sir Colin Campbell, commanding the troops, and 
Captain Dacres, senior naval officer in the port. The ships in 
harbour presented a most mournful appearance ; even those 
that had been in there during the gale had all, more or less, 
been damaged. The harbour was full of pieces of wi*eck and 
bundles of hay floating about. Lord Eaglan gave directions 
that, as far as pmeticable, these were to be collected : the 
"Wood to be stacked fur the use uf the hospitals. As a proof 
of the fury of the g-ale, even inside the harbour, I may mention 
that a row of poplars of great size and strength, in the most 
sheltered part of Balaklava, were blown down ! 

Yesterday (17th) we had several deserters who came in 
from the town and north side (jf Sevastopol ; they all gave us 
accounts of misfortunes that liad happened to them, similar to 
those which had befallen us, and they said that the " Gabriel/' 
84-gun ship, had been sunk at the entrance of the harbour, to 
fill up the place of the " Silistria" (80 guns), which had been 
driven out of its position during the gale of the 14th. Except 
this they gave ns no information worth speaking of, hat one, 
a Pole, asked if it was true that." the English always cut off 
the ears of the prisoners they took,** as he had been informed 
in Sevastopol. When we laughed at this, and asked who had 
told him, he replied that their offieere had asserted it on 
parade ! Several others of the desertei's concurred in this. 

An unfortunate wounded Russian was found low down one 
of the ravines, near the ruins of Inkermann, by a picket. He 
was carried up to the 2nd Division hospital, and is going on 
favourably : the poor creature, having been wounded on the 
6th instant, was nearly starved to death. Curious enough, 
a dead man of the Guards was found lying close to him ; 
bow he could have got so far away from his regiment is un- 
accountable. 

It is some time since I referred to the siege : one may 
almost say that it is at a standstill. We never lire into the 
town except in reply to the enemy, and it is now apparently 
ail acknowledged thing that each side just answers the fire of 
the other, and directly one ceases the other docs so also. This 
only refers to onr guns, for a smart fusillade is continually 
going on between the sharpshooters in our musketry trenches 
and the Kussian rifle-pits. It is difficult to say who has the 
best of it : our men are very sanguine, and declare they are 
perpetually housing aver " the Bussians. We hare daily a 
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few casualties firom ttieir riflemen. The enemy contJmie fo 
repair and improve the defences of the town, so iliat they appear 
just as ]>erfect, and probably more formidable than ever. They 
liave placed ahafi^ in front of the Koniid Tower, Kedan, and 
Hag-Staff batteries, Lut this is not luuked npon as any great 
impediment, afi a few rounda of gun-bhell would make open- 
ings at any part. 

It is wonderful how few of the generals who camo out witJi 
ihe aimj are at this moment doing duty with it. The follow- 
ing is we list of those who have died or are inoapaeitated at 
the pieaent moment : — ^Sir George Brown, womided, on board 
the Agamemnon ;" Sir De Lacy Evans, going home (by this 
mail, I believe), completely knooked up ; His Eojal Highnesa 
the Duke of Cambridge, going home also for the recovery of 
his health ; Generals Bentinck, Torrens^ and Adnms, gone 
down to Scutari, wounded; Sir George Cathcart^ Generals 
Strangways and Goldie, killed in action ; General 1'ylden, 
dead of cholera ; Lord De Ros and General Oator gone 
home from ill healtli. All this necessarily must harass Lord 
Raglan, iudepentL ntly of the fact that he has to replace the 
absent generals Ijy officers who, comparatively speaking, have 
had but iitthi experience. Still he is as cheerful as ever, 
looks wonderfully well, and is always haid at work. I think 
it is very problematical when we shall take the town ; cer- 
tainly not for a long time. The good people of England are 
much too sai^uine, and have no idea of the difficulties to be 
overcome bel Tore we can hope for a successful result. They 
seem quite to forget how small our force is for so great an 
underteking ; besides, we have an army of the enemy in our 
rear, much more numerous thim the Allies, with certainly as 
much artillery, and ten times as much cavalry ; the town we 
are besieging is of gi*eat extent, and with unparalleled re- 
sources in men and the munitions of war. 



Head-q^iiarterabefeie Semtopol, November 23rd, 18$4. 

As usual I must bore you with extracts from my joumaL 
Nwtnber 19^ (JStmday), — We had morning service as usual 
at Head- quarters. Mr. Wright, principal chaplain to the 
forces out here, officiated. Ue is deservedly much liked by 
all who know him, I afterwards rode over to the field of 
Inkermann. The redoubts are nearly completed, and the bat- 
tery constructed for us by the French is quite elaborately 
finished oft\ The day Avas fine, and it was cheering once moro 
to see our men apparently comfortable for the time being. 
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Late this evening tiie arriyal of the 97th regiment was an- 
nounced : they have come direct from Athens, and muster in 
all near 12UU men. The Queen of the South " steam- trans- 
port '.i\so arrived at I)alakl;iv:i, 'with drafts for the brigade of 
Guards Hud other regimentsi, upwards of 800 men. iSevcral 
Poliisli (I nserters came in to us a<^ain to-day from the t^wn ; 
the follow iiij^ is a summary of what they said : — The garrison 
of Sova&topoi are getting very tired of the siege ; their losses 
have been immense : out of the crews of the ships, which mus- 
tered on our arrival nearly 1 5,000 men, the larger portion of 
whom have been amce that time employed in working the 
guns in the batteries oppoeed to the Allies, not more than 
7000 men now i-emain. Ilie rest have been killed, died of dis- 
ease, or are in hospital sick or wounded. They also said that 
in some of the batteries their losses had been so great that the 
men employed there declared that^ if the siege lasted much 
longer, they woidd spike their own guns sooner than remain to 
sen^e them. They added, tliey had been told by their officers 
that the Emperor himself was eonring with a whole e<»rps 
d'armeo of 47,000 men, and then he would drive the Allies 
into the sea. It appears, too, that ritiieral Luders arrived 
with a p<»rti()n of his division iiuai Odessa, two days ago, at 
the liussiaa citmp un the north side of the harbour of {Sevas- 
topol, and the remainder is expected in a day or two. They 
state that this division musters 18,000 bayonets, and that in a 
few days it is to come into the town and relieve the same 
number of men now forming a part of the garrison ; and that 
an order has been issued tibat every month's duty in Sevas- 
topol shall count as a year's service ; but, as the men very 
naively remarked, " what is the good of that, if we were to 
remain to be killed ? " One man told us that onr 3-gun bat- 
tery on the left of our left attack, which fires up the ravine 
between the French and English trenches, does them more 
hai m than any other, as it continually throws shot and shell 
into the ai senal and dockyard, where largo bodies of men are 
con.siantly employed in making ^nn platfonus, carriages, A'o. A^c, 
lie said that we ought to have 8 ui 10 guns there instead of 
and that ho would point out the places where the guns would 
do most damage. He informed us also that the Kussians have 
constructed what are called fougdsses pkrriers * in the front of 
all their principal works, which of course wonld be exploded in 
the event of our assaulting the town. This same man stated, 

* Fonrj'tssc pierrici' is a small mine in whi( h the chambers are placed a few 
foet tuuler the gioutid, and the axis oi" whose crater is lined to the horizon at au 
angle of 45^. It is filled with heavy stanei, whlcb» when the mine is fired, blow 
otttwarda iipittst any advandog body of men* 
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like a former deserter, that, had we attacked the town after 
Inkerraann, we might have taken it with ease, as the garrison 
frnmd out in the course of the 6th the frightful lofises they had 
.su^tiiined. He said that one Imttalion returned with only OO 
men, that had gone out l^efore the battle (350 strong. I should 
warn you that all intelligence given by deserters must not be 
taken au pied d$ la lettre, as they often invent tJiings which they 
think will pleaae ns, and it is alsd possible that oceasiofnallj 
the enemy may send in men on purpose to give ns false infor- 
mation, in the hope tliat we may be misled by their statements. 
. Still, one can generally ascertain the troth by comparing the 
evidence of different deserters, 

November 2Qth, — Two Eussian soldiers were found this morn- 
ing in one of the ravines near Inkermann half hid in a sort of 
hole. Tliey had been wounded in the battle on the 5th 
instant; < ue liad a shattered knee, and the other a bad con- 
tusion in tho leg; both were therefore unable to crawl any 
distance. They had lived during these 15 days on the coarse 
bread and arrack with which the Kussian troops are always 
provided. 

Nornnber 2\9t, — Last night a very spirited attack was made 
upon a large Russian rifle-pit, called by ns ** The Ovens," for 



side of a ravine, with stone hnts about it, and in these for the 
last few days have been placed a considerable number of Rus- 
sian sharpshooters, who have not a little annoyed the men 
in a portion of our trenches in the left attack, and caused 
numliers of casualties among the French in their advanced 
parallel. Thei"e might have been room fur some 200 men in 
the " Ovens." The attack was made by a strong company of 
the Hi He Brigade, under the command of Lieutenant Try on ; 
they advanced in the most determined manner, and drove out 
the enemy, who were probably talten by surprise. A good 
deal of figliting ensued, in which the Kussians suffered se- 
verely, leaving behind them many killed and wounded. Poor 
Tryon, when in the act of firing at the retreating troops, was 
himself shot through the forehead and fell dead on the qpot. 
The command then devolved upon liieutenant Bouchier,'* a 
very young officer, who showed considerable ability and judg«> 
ment in the way he directed his men in repelling the re* 
peated endeavours of the Russians to retake the post. They 
came back several times during the night in considerable force, 
but were met with snch steady fire from these men of the 
Rifle Brigade, that they never regained for a moment any 

* Lientenant (now Major) Boachier has recdvtid the Victoria Cxon for his 
gallaat oondncfc on tUs occasion* 




It is a sort of half-cavern in the 
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portion of the contested groimd. Lieutenant Tiyon is a great 
JOSS to Mb regiment, where he was mach heloved ; he was one 
of the best slMrts in the army, and it in stated by many men of . 
his own company thai he had himself killed over 100 Bussians. 
At the battle of Inkermann he had the command of a yiarty of 
men on some ground to the left front of the 2nd Division 
camp, and employed himself diirino^ the whole day in firing 
at the Kussiiin artillerymen ; he bad two of his men to load fur 
him, and they 8ay that he knocked over 30 Ifnssians, besides 
woinuling Koveral others. We lost in this affair last night 7 
men killed and 10 wounded. All this day the KiLsnians have 
been shellinf^ our left attack and the newly-captured ground, 
thus showing; their diN<pitst at our success. Fortunately, their 
heavy fire did us but little harm. 

Auveniher 22iai. — Last night the enemy again tried to retake 
what they had lost the night before, and sent out a strong 
body of men (400 or 500) to attack our troops at the " Ovens 
however, they were met, when within a few yards, by so de- 
0tnictiTe a miDMle, thai they speedily retired, followed by 
the greater portion of onr men, who got possession of some 
ground 100 yards nearer the town and occnpied several 
Bnssian rifle-pits. These we still hold, and they have been 
tamed so as to protect the men in them from the enemy's* 
view, and they are now firing into the Hussian embrasures at 
a distsnce of 450 yards, whenever one of the enemy appears 
ai a gun. Our casualties amounted to 3 men killed and 22 
-wounded ; this includes yesterday. 

To-day (23rd) the weather, as usual, is dreadful. It has 
now rained almost without intermission for three whole davs, 
and consequently everything is saturated with wet. In spito 
of this, T.ord Ifapilan was out yesterday nTid the day before 
ridiii*; through the camps in front of the town and visitin*:; tho 
commanding othcers of different regiments. The state (^t the 
roads is past all description, so much so that it is hard work 
for one's horse to carrv one from hero to Baiaklava and back, 
a distance of little more than ten miles together. You may 
imagine therefore the difficulties which the commissariat meet 
with ; it is as much as ever they can do to supply the troops 
with their rations, as it is next to impossible to get the trans- 
port animals to carry up decent loads. Numbers of these die 
daily from over-work and the peipetual exposure to the 
weather ; the same may be said of the cavalry horses, espe* 
cially as regards the remnant of the Light Brigade, encamped 
near the 2nd Division. Lord Baglan wished mnch, some little 
time ago, to move them down to the nearest available spot 
olose to Baiaklava, as they would then be more essily supplied 
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with forage, bat General Canrobert made it a particular 
request tliat they might bo retained on the ground whicli they 
now occupy ; and, in reply to Lord Iiaglan's argument that 
they were in too weak a state to bo really efficient, he said, 
that, as doubtless the enemy were kept fiillv informed of our 
movements by their spies, the fact of their knowing that we 
had cavalry at tliis point would tend to prevent their attack- 
ing us. Lord liaglaii hardly liked to thwiut General Can- 
robert*8 wishes, as he had lately rendered us so much assist- 
ance on the right. 

The new mounted Staff-corps landed themselyee and hones 
to^y at BalaUaya ; it consisto of 100 men, taken for the most 
part from the mounted police force of Ireland. I saw them 
this morning ; they appear to be a fine body of men, but are 
inferiorly mounted on small Spanish horses. I think it is very 
questionable whether they will succeed, though they are in- 
tended to be employed in the same way as the French gendar- 
merie. 

General Canrobert this morning issued a General Order 
eulogising the conduct of our Rifles on the night of the 20th 
instant, and paying a high compliment to their courage and de- 
termination ; and lamenting in just terms the death of Lieute- 
nant Try on. This, 1 think, is the first occasion on record of a 
French General particularising the bravery of a British officer 
of poor Tryon's rank, and one that must prove to his fietmily a 
source of pride and gratificatioB» and may peiiiaps soften the 
blow of his mitimely death. 



Head-quaxtere twfore Sevastopol, NoTCxnber 28th, 1854. 

Still horrid weather ; rain day after day, with occasional 
slight fells of snow. You must not be bored with my constant 
mention of the weather, for you must remember that on it de- 
pends our comfort, and mdeed, I may almost say, our existence. 
The roads, or rather what were the roads, are nothing more 
than deep tracks of mud, perpetually blocked up by the car- 
cases of animals that have died on the way. Fatigue parties 
are constantly employed in endeavouring to diminish these 
evils, but it would require the incessant work of 1000 men to 
keep the roads in decent order, and I need scarcely say that 
we have not a single man that can be properly spared from 
the duties of the niege. Our unfortunate badly-clad troops 
suffer much from the inclemencv of the weather. You would 
scarcely recognise in the careworn, threadbare, ragpced men, 
who form the staple of the English forces in the Crimea, the 
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Bmart Boldien that left England but a few months ago. The 
loss of the Prince " has been one of the greatest disasters that 
could possibly have happened to ns, as she had clothing for 
the entire army, and which, before this time, the troops 
ironld have received, and would therefore be more capable of 
enduring the severity of the climate. Up to tlie present mo- 
ment we have had no very cold weather, but I thinl\ this vet 
is more trying, as the men are really never dry : many of the 
camps are literally morasses ; the aceimmlation of mud everj^- 
where is something wondeifiil : you plunge about from tent to 
tent in mud, you sit in mud, you live in mud, and I might 
almost add you eat mud, for the water yuu dniik ih muddy, and 
your servant generally manages to mud your dinner. 

Some of the troops are beginning to make hnts for them- 
selves in tiieir spare time. The general mode of oonstmcting 
them is as follows : they dig a trench some 20 feet long, lu 
broad, and 3 deep ; then build a wall of loose stones inside 
the trench, and raise it 2 feet above the gronnd, and then the 
earth is thrown outside the wall, and banked ap against it, so 
that the sides of the hnt are quite air-tight. A roof is then put 
on in the usual way ; it is made with planks, when procurable, 
but more frequently, from the want of the former, brushwood 
is used, supported on small rafters, and aftemvards covered 
with earth, plastered down. The hut is then completed, as no 
fireplace is put up, it being usually made in the centre of the 
hut, the Bill* k( escaping, after the Irish fashion, by the door- 
way. Yioni tliis account you would fancy that tliey are not 
very comfortable, which indeed is generally the case, bat when 
the huts have been carefully oonstmeted it is wonderful how 
warm Hiey are. The Turks especially are great adepts at 
making these residences ; it is the only thing that I know of 
which these gentry do well. You must not &ncy from the 
fi>regoing that our men have been able to make many of these ; 
I am sorry to say it ia quite the exception to the rule to find 
even one in each regiment. 

Sickness is greatl}' on the increase, and the cholera has, I am 
sorry to say, broken out veiy badly in the iird and 4th Divi- 
sions ; the 44th regiment has lost 19 men dead since yesterday 
morning, and fi-om 12 to 15 have died in other regiments from 
the same cause. Every morning men are brought in, who 
have been cither on picket or in the trenches during the 
night, with paralysed limbs ; consequently our hospitals arc 
crowded with inmates, and it is with the utmost difficully 
that they can be removed from the front down to Balaklava 
for shipment to Scutari, on account of the dreadful state of 
the roMs. Lord Baglan has been several times to the dif- 
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ferent divisional hospitalB during the last week, and has used 

his best endeavours to get the surgeons supplied with the 
medical stores which they so much require. Yesterday he 
held a Council of War, at liis Head-quartei"s, of all the Oonorals 
of the diti'erent Divisions. I understand it was chieliy to 
impress upon them the desirability of reducing as much as 
possible the camp guards and orderlies, so as to give our men 
less duty. I may mention, as an instance of how careful he is 
not to employ a single man more than necessary, that at Head- 
quarters there is only one sentry to Lord Raglan's house, 
whereas the French general has sentries at each of the doors 
of his. different tents. 

Since my last letter we have received a reinforcement of 
infantry, consisting of the 9tli regiment from Malta of 540 men^ 
and a battalion of Turks 1000 strong. 

I have scarcely alluded to the siege this time : our works 
advance, although but slowly ; the vessel which brought the 
9th regiment from Malta, also supplied us with a large quan- 
tity of guns and ainmunition. These are being nightly taken 
into our trenclxeH to replace those that have been disabled and 
used up in our batteries since the commencement of the siege. 
The redoubtis on our right are nearly completed ; the Freiicli 
have constructed an advanced battery which they hope to open 
in the course of a lew days, and which is to fire against the 
Inkermann Lighthouse battery on the other side (north side) 
of the head of the harbour of SeTsstopoh The Buflsiaxis have 
increased the stiengfh of this battery lately from 3 to 5 heavy 

fans, and from these they continually annoy our pickets by 
ring at them whenever they are yisible. On llie night of the 
24th the enemy made no less than three sorties, each in consi- 
derable strength, on the right of the French trenches. A 
heavy fire of musketrj^ i\tis kept up the wbole night, and each 
time, after a momentary lull, the Russians made a rush for- 
ward under cover of a tremendous cannonade, from their bat- 
teries. Twice during the night they penetrated nearly to the 
2nd parallel, but there they were always received by the guard 
of the trenches, and had to retire precipitately, followed by 
our allies almost up to the defences of the town. Strange to 
say, in this apparently desperate encounter and heavy fire on 
both sides, the losses of either party seem to have been very 
small. Oar allies only acknowledged some 30 casualties, and, 
to judge from the very fid wBussians dead, it would seem that 
they suffered no more. 
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GHAPTEB X. 

Rassian sortie — Drwidful state of trenches • — Suflerings of troops — Council of 
War — Lord Caixiigan resiszns his command — Lord Rnirlan visits tlie hospit:ds 
— Cholera — Commissariat didicuities — Lord liaglan s carriage — Loss of 
candry boms^ PqUbH deserters ~ Scwtles from tike town— Ruisiaa stesmem 
oome ottt of tiie barbotxr of Sevastopol — Colonel Simmons Effective strength 
of the army — Lord Rngian ie made a Field-Marshal — Hove sorties » General 
Airey— Constant rain — Desertions — Snow — Sir John Burgoyne and French 
engineers — Attack upon oar trenches — Rn{Iway—> Christmas weather— Con* 
tinned sickness — Foreign L^on — Flag of truce. 

Head-qiiarlsn before Serastopoly December Srd, 1854« 

NoTRiKO of interest ocmneoied with the Yms ooctmed 
since I last wrote, except that yesterday morning (2iid) the 
Bnssians made another sortie, with a view of retaking ^e 
** Ovens." It was nhortly after 5 a.m. that the enemy ad- 
vanced in considerable numbers, drove in onr sentries and 
sharpshooters from the " Ovens," entered onr musketry trench, 
and succeeded in turning out the men who occupied it, con- 
sisting; of ;i party of the r)Otli regiment. Our troops could 
make but lit tic resistance, as tlioy were quite boTiuml)cd with 
tbe wet and cold of the previdUR nii^ht. Fortunately, just 
then, the relief belonging ih the ititie Brigade came down, and 
met the men of the 50th retiring before the Kubsians. Our 
Bifles immediately advanced and retook the trench and 

Ovens," diiving the enemy out with some loss. In thi« 
afiair we had 2 men killed and 5 wounded ; the Bnssians left 
7 killed inside onr works, bnt carried off whatever wonnded 
tfa^ may have had. 

Oar engineers continne to try and drain the trenches as 
mnch as practicable, bnt I cannot say with mnch success, as 
after each day there appear to be new places that require it. 
I had to go all through the trenches yesterday ; it was raining 
the greater part of the time, and I never saw anything like 
the mnd. Tlie men looked for the most part miserable and 
cold; everything they had on was wet through and through, 
and even when they returned to their tents they would have 
no dry clothes to put on. The works, however, appear in 
very good repair, and in no way damaged by the enemy's fire. 

A considerable quantity of warm clothing has been received 
from home and from Constantinople, but it is with the greatest 
difficulty t%t it can be brought up to the front for the use of 
the troops, as the land-transport oS the anuy is now reduced 
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to a mcro fraction even of what it wa??, and it has never been 
sutiieiently numerous. The consequence is, that one day 
during the past week some of thR troops were on lialf-rations ; 
but every effort was made the following: day to make up the 
deficiency due to them, and, I believe, witk success. It would 
appear that our allies, the French, have suffered the same in- 
convenience from the wretched state of the roads, as only to- 
day I was told fiOTeral of their soldiers that for the last 
week but few things have been able to be brought vp from 
Eamiesch Bay, and that for seTeral days past the only meat 
issued to tbe troops has been salt-pork, to which it seems they 
are not over and above partial ; and of this they have liot had 
their usual ration. Many endeavour to make up for the de- 
ficiency by eating horse-flesh, of which there is plenty fresh to 
be found, from the unfortunate animals which daily die from 
over-work and exposure to the weather. Some of thorn de- 
clare that, when well cooked, horse-llesh is not bad mating ; 
and a few go so far as to say tliat they prefer it to their ordimuy 
ration beef, which is generally very coarse meat. 

On the 1st of the month there was a long Council of War 
litjld at the ijiiglish nead-(|uarters, between the allied gene- 
rals, which lasted nearly 5 hours. I understand it was chiefly 
to come to some arrangement as to furthering the operations 
of the siege, or rather fbr keeping our works and batteries in 
an efficient state. General Oanrobert promiBcd assistance to 
bring some of our material up to the front 

The French have begun to construct a road from Kamiescb 
to their Head-quarters, and it is afterwards to be continued on 
to General Bosquet's division, along the rear of our position, 
until it meets the Woronzoff road. For this purpose they 
have no loss than GOOO men daily employed ; but even with 
that large number it will be some weeks before it is completed. 
W e have also set about 1000 Turks to work to improve the 
road from Balaklava up to the Plateau, or, more properly 
speaking, to clear away tliu inud at the worst places ; and, 
where tiie ground will admit, digging a trench on either side, 
so as in a manner to drain it In spite of this, I fear that 
little good will be done, as the soil appears to be of such a 
clammy nature, that the water neither sinks nor evaporates, 
but is retained near the sur&ce. Moreover, the Turks seem 
the very worst workmen in the world, especially in wet 
weather, at least as far as our experience goes with them here. 
It is said that a great number of them desert over to the 
enemy, chiefly at night, from the portion of the lines they 
defend, which extends from the Col of Balaklava to the height 
on which General Vinoy's brigade is camped. 
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Lord Cardigan has sent in his resignatioiL to Lord Baglan 

on the score of iUiiess, and consequently a medical board was 
ordered to assemble and report upon his case ; and it has 
decided that, as he is much reduced in strength, and consider- 
ing tlie serious cliaracler of his complaints, he should proceed 
home for the recovery of his health, lie therefore returns to 
England innnediately. I may as well mention to you that, on 
the 1st, Lord Lucan reported officially to Lord laiglan that 
the division of cavalry was not capable (^f further active ser- 
vice. I^ord Raglan therefore informed General Oanrobert of 
this unfortunate fact, and oidered the brigade of light cavalry 
to move down to the valley of Kadakui, to which place they 
marched yesterday (2nd). They have the advantage of being 
Bheltezed from the cold winds of the Cheiuonese, and have 
a better chance of being provided with forage, which, since 
the hurricane of the 14th, has been issued in but scanty 
quantity. 

Lord Eaglan rode down to Balaklava yesterday, and visited 
the hospitals : they were not in the most con^ortable state, 
but great excuses are to be made : the constant change of 
inmates — the want of medical officers— the wretchedness of 
the weather, which precludes the possibility of keeping the 
floors clean — the difficulty of getting the bedding cleansed ; — 
all these, together with the dreadful disorder from which most 
of the patients are suffering, namely, cholera (in all its stages), 
prevent that order and comfort which are so necessary to the 
recovery of the sick. Lord Kaglan gave several directions, 
and made various sn*2;gestions to the medical officers for the 
better regulation of the hospitals, and went round to the ma- 
jority of the sick, and had for each a word of kindness and 
Bympatliv. The cholera broke out with increased violence a 
few days ago in tlie army ; yesterday between 70 and 80 men 
died of it, and near double that number went into hospital for 
treatment. General rennefather, to the great grief of every- 
one, was taken ill with it on the morning (jf the 2nd instant, 
and is in a dangerous {state. However, the medictl men say 
that the cholera is not of the same vindent order that it was 
at Varna, and when we first arrived in the Crimea ; so we 
must hope for the best Our losses from this dreadfiil scourge 
dishearten the men fax more than the hai'dships they have to 
bear, and the constant dangers to which they are exposed. 



Head-qoaiierii before Serastopol, Dwember 8th, 1854. 

We have at last got into fine weather again ; you cannot 
think what a comfort it is. The bri^t sun of this morning 

0 
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makes every one look clicoiiul once more. For 3 daj^s 
numbers of our men were upon sbort rations, from the total 
inability of tlie conimiiiisariat t4) transport them from Balaklava 
to the front. Ev(}ry endeavour is being used to supply every 
man in the ai uiv with warm clothing, and 1 believe the lar^o 
majority have received a thick jersey and a pair of warm socks 
and gloves ; and nowth&t her Majesty s ship Hamiibal/' 90 
guns, has arrived from England^ bring mg large supplies for 
tiie troops, it is to be hoped that in a few days all our men 
will be mmished with a complete suit of winter things. What 
are most wanted are gi*eat-coats ; but unfortunately upwards 
of 25,000 were lost in the *' Pnnce." Colonel VVetherall has 
endeavoured to replace this deEciency by 'sending up from 
Constantinople all the Turkish great-coats that were to bo 
bought there ; but he a]>pe;irs to find it difl&cult to get them 
of RuflScient size, as, although tboy hardly look so, the English 
soldiers are half as broad again across the shoulders, and half 
as long again in the aims, as the Turks. 

In j eply t-o your iiiqnirv, the statement made by some of 
the newspapers that we have set a great hospital in tSevas- 
topol on fire, burning 2000 men in it," is all nonsense. It is 
extraordinary how these lies are originated, and how easily 
yon good people in England are 1^ to believe in them. 
Special inquiry has been made of all the deserters from the 
town, and they have invariably stated that the womided are 
removed daily across the harbour to their hospitals on the 
north side. There are several buildings in the town appro-* 
priated as temporary hospitals ; but the two principal of these, 
wo understand, are in Fort Paul, in the Karabelnaia suburb, 
and Ff)rt Constantine, in Sevastopol. T believe hofh these 
great forts are almost, if not quite, out ot range of our guns, 
and certainly too far off for us to do them any serious injury. 
The following is from my jounial : — 

December 4th. — The 90th regiment, 750 strong, arrived at 
Balaklava from Dublin direct in the"Europa*' steam tians- 
port, having been only 17^ days coming out, including a 
delay at Malta and Constantinople of nearly 48 horns. For 
the present they are to be encamped close to the town. Gene- 
ral Pennefather is so far better to-day that he has been taken 
down to Balaklava in Lord Eaglan*s carriage for change of air. 
(I don't know that I ever mentioned to you that Lord Baglan 
bought a light, open carriage some months ago at Constanti- 
nople, but ever since he has had it I believe he has only been 
in it once himself, but it is almost in daily use to take down 
sick and wounded officers from their camps to the ports.) 

December 5th, — Foi a wonder it did not rain to-day, but last 
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tiight it poured in torrents, vilii Very heavy bail. ' Tlie bri* 
gftde of heavy cavalry on the high ground in rear of onr Head- 
quarters moved down to^lay to the valley of Kadakoi, where 
tiie whole of the division wiU he together. Temporary stables 
are to be erected ; but there are stich difficult i > in tlie way^ 
that I doubt much whether they will be finished before the 
Worst part of the winter is over. If they could be supplied 
with plenty of good forage, I think the horses would do per- 
fectly well, without being under regular shelter. As it is, 
they get little or no hay aod but a small ration of barley, con- 
sequently not a day passes without many £&lling down from 
fiheer weakness that never rise again. 

Four Polisli deserters came in this morning from the Kus- 
Bian division opposite Balaklava. They say tliat they are 
getting very sliurt of ]ii'ovisions and liave l>een fur some days 
on half-rations, as their supplies have not been brought up 
for the la*>t fortnight from the interior, in consequence of the 
badness of the roads. They told us that the artillerymen 
of the 'ijiil corps liuvu ani\ed in Sevastopol fioni l^erekop, 
to relievo tlie sailors who work the batteries, and who aie 
quite worn out with their constant duties. They also stated 
tiiat nnmberB of Tnrldsh soldiers come over to the Russians 
from Balaklava, and that they say that we (the English) do 
Hot feed them well enough. On inquiry, I find that we 
give Ihe Tnrks attached to our army a ration of biscuit and 
lice daily, and fresh meat once or twice a week according 
to the supply. They mi^t have salt meat every d&j, like 
our own troops ; but they refuse to eat it, as they fancy all 
salt meat is pork ! It would be impossible for our commis- 
sariat to give them fresh meat every day, without taking 
it from the English troops, who only have it twice or three 
times a week. 

December 6th, — The Eussians made two sorties durinj^ last 
night, both of which were complete failures : one — on the 
French trenches in the earlier part of the night, when tin y 
were driven back by our allies immediatL-ly. and so closely 
fol]f>wed up that the Fiench got possession for a short time 
of one of the enemy's advanrcd batteries, l)ut, as it was of 
course impracticable to remain there, they soon had to return 
to their own works ; the casualties on either side were trifling: 
the other — at midnight, on the English left attiiclc, when 
they endeavoured to retake the "Ovens" and rifle pits, but 
were forced directly to retire by our men. Thev Idt 3 men 
killed on the ground, ljut carried oil' tlieir wounded. We 
had 1 man killed and 2 slightly wounded. 

The Eussian troops in the valley of Balaklava retreated 
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this mommg to the other side of the Tchemaja river, liaving 
preyiously set fire to their huts,* and overttinied the two 
old Turklsli redouhts which up to this time they have oc- 
cupied. This confirms to a certain extent the statements 
made hy the deserters yesterday of the difficulties of bringiiig 
tip provisions, (^c. 

About 1 I'.M. two "Rnssian stoam - fnVates fprobablj the 
** Vladimir" and (liersoiioHe ") came out of the harbour 
of Sevastopol, and, tnniiTiir south until they p:ot on the flank 
of the French sicgo-woiks, immediately opened fire, and from 
their position completely enfiladed the left of the Preiich 
approaches. Directly this Wixa seen at Kamiesch Bay, ain, 
English and French steamer were ordered out to drive them 
off. As neither had their steam up, this took some little 
time; the English were the first to get underway, and then 
gave chace to the two Bussians : the latter retired under cover 
of the gims of the forts, which opened upon us, hut for- 
tunately mthout a single shot taking effect. Shortly afbeTt 
the Russian steamers re-entered the harbour. I understand 
that the damage done to the French works by the fire of 
these ships was but trifling, thotigh they caused a good many 
casualties among their men. Colonel Simmons t (Royal En- 
gineers) arrived here to-day from Bucharest with despatches 
from Onier Pasha to the allied p^enerals. A short time ago 
Lord Raglan bethought himself that, if a large body of troops 
were to be placed at Eupatoria, it would necessarily compel 
the enemy to have likewise a considerable force to watch 
them, and that consequently it would tend to withdraw a 
portion of the Bussian army now in tiie neighbourhood of 
Sevastopol. He therefore thought that if Omer Fasha could 
be induced to move his army from Bucharest and the Danube 

i where they are now lying inactive, and their presence np 
onger needed, in consequence of the arrival of the Austrian 
troops in the Principalities) to Eupatoria, this object would 
be gained. The Frendi troops and English Marines, though 
not very numerous, could then be removed from there, and 
brought to reinforce the anny before Sevastopol. General 
Canrobert had seen the desirability of Lord Raglan's proposal, 
and entirely fell into his views on every point. A despatch 
had ac('ordin<j;lv been sent to Omer Pasha on Kovember the 
21st, from the allied generals, proposing the above arrange- 

* Tiie Russian huts were very much of the Fnrrp construction as those desa'ihed 
in a former letter as made by our troop, only that they were deeper and with 
hollowed sides, and not unfrequently lai^ hoki wen borrowed undei^round, 
iu which one or two men could find shelter. 

f Colotiel Simrnnns was the Eoglish oommusiooer attached to the head-quarters 
of the Ottoman iuuiy iu the field. 
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ments ; tliese bad been readily agreed toby the Tarkiab Mar- 
shal, and on the very day of hia receiving the comrnnnicatioii 
(November 26th) he sent coTiriera riding in every clirection, 
ordering the troops under hia oonunand to march on Varna for 
embarkation. Colonel Simmons is now the bearer of Omer 
Paaha'a answer, informing the English and French Com- 
manders-in-Chief of the speedy arrival of the Turkish troops, 
at Enpatoria. 

D(>aember 1th, — Last night, about 8 p.m., 1 corporal and 5 men 
of the 55th regiment, on yiicket at llio bottum of tbo Inker- 
mann road, a few yards from the head of the harbour, wore 
taken prisoners by a party of the eneiny. ( )ne of our soldiers 
contrived to escape a few minntert atnnwaids, and from his 
statemriit it would appear that the Kussiani* came over the 
water in a boat, and our men, fancying that they were going 
to- desert, allowed themselves to be surprised by an armed 
party of greater strength than their own. Lord Kaglan and 
the Start' wriit to-day all round the works of Balaklasa, whick 
now present a very foimidable appearance. From the ex- 
treme point of the heights to the south of the town, a magnifi- 
cent Tiew was obtained of the whole of tiie Talley and the 
plateau of Maokenzie beyond. The Knssian troops, now all 
encamped and hutted between the Tchemaya and the last* 
mentioned plateau, were* relieved this morning by a fresh 
body of men; as near* as we oould judge» they consisted of 
about 7000 in&ntry, 28 guns, and some squadrons of Cos- 
sacks. The large force of cavalry which was in the plain of 
Balaklava until only a few days ago has entirely disappeared. 
The enemy have thiown up a strong redoubt on the farther 
side of the Tchemaya, to cover the Traotir bridge ; and from 
this it may be inferred that they have no intention of again 
occupying any part of the valley with their troops. A picket 
of Cossacks remain alone at the village of Kamara, and have 
2 videttes on the old works on Canrobert's Hill and that west 
to it. The 34th regiment, 800 strong, arrived to-day at Bala- 
klava from Corfu. 

December Sth (this day). — I have just seen the parade state 
of the English army in the East. The grand total of all ranks 
is 30,360. This appears a very formidable force, but the fol- 
lowing deductions reduce its efi'ective strength nearly one- 
third, viz.; — 

Men. 

Sick and wounded 10»400 

Caralry (not effectiv*) 1,200 

On commiuid ttfc ScQtari, Varna, and 3,600 

Total 15;200 
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— whicli only leaves 24,160 of all ranks efifeotive : of these 
2900 belong to tlio Koyal Artillery. So yoii see, in spite of the 
almost daily reintbrcements we have receivr d since the battle 
of Inkenn iTin, ammmting to upwards of bUUO British troops, 
we are now scarcely oOOO men stronger. The number of 
deaths since the imna period lias been very large. Last week 
they averaged from BO to 1 0() per day : but 1 am glad to say 
this week they are but half, being from 45 to 50 per day : 
this includes those killed in action and dying of wounds, but 
the greater portion are from cholera or diseasea of that nature.^ 
Colonel Simmons goes this afternoon, and letanui to Bu- 
charest, carrying despatches to Omer Paoha from the allied 
generals* 



Head-quarters before Sevastopol, December 13th, 1854, 

I will give you some more extracts from my journal, 
December ^th, — The mail from England arrived this mom« 
ing, and by it we are informed tliat Lord Raglan is made 
9, field-marshal : this, I need hardly say, gives general satis- 
faction. It also bronght ns the receipt of the telegru])hio 
despatch sent from Constantinople aV)Out the battle of inker- 
mann. General de Montebello, aide do -camp to the Emyieror 
Napoleon, arrived at Kamiesch yesterday, and to-day came np 
to the English Head-quarters to congratulate Lord Kaglan 
from the Emperor upon the saooeases that lum attended the 
allied armies. He luts also come out to give certain decora- 
tions in the French army ; but the chief object of his mission 
is to report on the progress of the siege, A strong recon- 
naissance was made by a portion of the garrison of Sevastopol 
this morning in the direction of the Light and 2nd Division 
camps, but was immediately driven off by our pickets. It was 
proVnibly to ascertain the strength of our works on the field of 
Inkermann. Durinn; the whole day numl)ei*8 of waggons and 
baggage animals were brought down with different thint^s to 
the water's edge on the north side of the hai l i nn-, jukI 3 
steamers were seen taking troops backwards and forwards from 
one side to the other. In consequence of all this there is a 
genei ai impression that the enemy intend to try another attack 
on us to-morrow ; but Lord Baglan says, No ; ho thinks it ia 
merely a relief of a portion of the garrison. A fag of trace 
was taken by one of Lord Baglan's aides-de-camp to-day to the 
Russian outposts -in ^Hmt-of SUaklava, wiili a letter from his 
Lordship to Prince Menchikoff in reply to his acknowled^ent 
of the arrival of Captain Kousowleff, of the Bussian artdlery, 
captured by 119 at M^kcAzie's !Faim on September 25th. He 
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has been given np in exchange for Lord Dimkellm, who yoii 

may remember was taken piisoner. 

December 10th. — Soon after 5 o'clock this morning we were aU 
turned out and got on our horses, in consequence of a report 
that the Russians were advancing in large force opposite the 
Light Divinion, and to the right front of our right attack. 
However, it turned out to be only a false alarm. About mid- 
day. General Canrobert and (ieneral Bo.squet each came, with 
their respective stalls and escorts eji grande fenne, to the English 
Head- quarters, to pay Lord Kaglan a visit of ceremony and to 
congratulate him on being made a field-marshal ; also to thank 
liim for the handsome manner in which he had spoken of them 
an his despatch of the battle of Inkermann, of which it appean 
they were informed by a telegmphio commimication from the 
Fr^ch GU>Temment. In the afternoon Lord Haglan rode 
through aereral of the English camps ; and oa before this time 
the general order informing the amy of his advancement had 
been made known to them, the men off du^ crowded round 
and cheered him wherever he went. 

December llth. — A telegraj)hic message in cipher arrived 
from the Duke of ISewcastle, via Vienna, l^ucharest and Con- 
stantinople, informing Lord Haglan that intelligence from an 
authentic source has reached the English war minister, that 
•* I'rinoe Menchikoff has reported the Emperor of Kussi a that 
he has liad 800 men at work for the last 3 months construct- 
ing mines in every part of Sevastopol, and that the whole town 
is now like a charged shell.*' Last night and to-day it has been 
clear and frosty, so tiiat several heav^^ gims and mortars which 
have lately arrived were brought np from Balaklava to the 
artillery park of the left attack. 

J^eeembir 12th» — During last night the enemy made two sor* 
ties, one upon the^rmch trenches, and the other upon us ; the 
former was partially sucoessfiil, as they penetrateci into their 
advanced parallel, spiked several guns, and carried off a small 
mortar. The French covering-parties, on coming up, drove 
the enemy back to their works : the loss of men on either side 
WAH but trifling. The sortie upon us was made very early in 
the morning by a strong body of infantry coming up the 
Woronzoff road, doubtless with the intention of getting be- 
tween our two attacks, and then taking them in reverse : 
fortunately our pickets stationed on the road saw them in 
good time, and, opening a brisk fire upon the advancing 
column, made them retire in a huny. We had only one 
casualty, that of a private who was slightly wounded. What 
the Russian loss was it is impossible to state, as they carried 
off whatever men were killed or wounded. Lord Baglan 

« 



Digitized by Google 



200 



ILLNES.S OF GENERAL AIBET» 



Chap. Zl 



rode this afternoon to one of the advanced posts of the Frencht 
in iiuut of the Maison d'Eaii, from whence he conkl obtain a 
good teener al view of both Kiiglish and French, trenohes, and 
also of the enemy's A\-()rl:8 round the town. 

December IZth (^this day). — All the ordnance for the left 
attack was reported a^i having been brought up to the left 
siege-train, consisting of ; 5(3 guns and 10 mortars. The last 
few days have been hne, which has reduced the sickness in 
the army coBsiderably, and enabled us to bring up a largo 
quantity of stores, &o., from Balaldava. I foi^t to mention 
to yon before that General Airey (QuartermaBter-^eneial) has 
been very ill with fever, and is reduoed to a vezy weak state ; 
but I am glad to say that his recovery seems now probable, 
which waj; more than doubted a few days ago. In spite of his 
sufifcrings, ho has continued to direct the business of bis office, 
instead of leaving it entirely to subordinate officers. His ill- 
ness has been a gi'eat loss to the army, as his unceasing energy 
and indefatigable exertions have been wantiTig in many ar- 
rangements connected with his department, and which inva- 
riably go on more satisfactorily when superintended by the 
chief of the office, lliis is a shoiii letter, but my time is fully 
occupied, besides which, there is nothing of importance to 
relate. 



Head-quarters before Sevastopol, December 18tk, 1854, 

Jonznal again. 

Dtoemiier 14^. — ^Baining the whole day, with a good deal of 
fog. Two privates of the Guards were taken prisoners tibia 
afternoon by some Cossacks in the plain of Bakklava. It 
appears that 4 guardsmen started from the town and thought 
to make a short out to their camp by crossing the Valley 
instead of keeping to the usual track inside our lines, and, 
when in the plain, they mistook their road in the fog, and 
were all at once att<acked by 4 Cossacks, and, as none of our 
men were armed, they could make no defenee. Two escaped, 
but the othei's were taken off by the Cossacks, who put cords 
round their necks and led them away in that undignitied man- 
ner. An hour or so after this two deserters came in to Bala- 
khiva from their camp by the Tchernaya ; they said they had 
met the two guardsmen being taken into the Bussian camp. 
They had but little information to give us, except accounts of 
the privations the Bussian troops were suffering from Ihe 
want of supplies of every description, caused by the wretch- 
edness of the weather and bad state of the roads. They said 
that enormous field-hospitals for several thousand men had 
t)een eetablished in the woods over the Belbeo xiYer north of 
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SoTastopol, m CQOsequenoe of the impossibility of transporting 
the fiick and wounded to fiatchi Serai and ISimferopol, wheie 
the main general hospitals were situated. 

December Ibth, — Kain again all day without intermission. 
The 89th regiment, 670 strong, arrived this morning at Bala- 
klava from Malta. A private of the 62nd deserted over to the 
Kussians, by Inkormann ; our sentries allowed hini to paiss 
them, as he said ho wtis going to cut wood ; he contrived to 
creep down to the bank of the Tchernaya, which he crossed, 
and then ran towards the IJiissian outposts. He was not ob- 
served by our sentries until he had passed the river, and was 
then quite out of musket-range. The blackguard was after- 
irarda aeen ahakuig hands wi£ the CossackB and walking off 
with them. Two soldieiB of the French in&ntiy tried to 
desert about the same time from the rear of our position acroBS 
the valley of Balaklava. However, they were seen and pur* 
9aed by a picket of cavalry, whioh speedily caught and 
brought them back to their lines : one was immediately shot* 
and Sie other is, I understand, to be also executed this evening, 

December I6th. — I.ate last nit^ht it began to snow, and this 
morning the ground is covered with it to the depth of 3 or 4 
in( hoK. It has rained or bailed almost the entire day ; every- 
thing looks most wretehed and miserable. The trenches were 
reported to be in a dreadful state, and at })laces almost un- 
tenable, in consequence of the snow and rain. I had to go 
thi'ough a large portion of them in the course of the day, and 
at some places the water was nearly 4 feet deep, so that it was 
absoltttely impracticable for the men to wade through it« 
Eodewours were being made, under the direction of officers 
of the Engineon, to drain these places; bnt great difficulties 
present themselves in so doing, especially as it is almost im- 
possible to cut any drain or trench outside the parapet, with- 
out drawing down the fire from the enemy*s batteries. A 
Polish deserter (a sailor) came over to the camp early this 
morning from Sevastopol, and he gave us the comfortable 
information that the Russians have 1 J 5 heavy ship-guns in the 
batteries roun<l the Malakoff Tower, ready to open upon us ! 
This is doubtless a very great exa^L^eriition ; probably half 
that number will jiruve to be the outside. The 17th regiment, 
'735 strong, arrived at Balaklava from Gibraltar. 

Decefnittr 17th. — A long memorandum was sent to all the 
Generals of Division to be prepared for an attack from the 
«nemy to>aoROW morning, as in the Greek Church it is the 
feast of the patron saint of Bussia, and» from information 
received from our snies, it was thought very likely that the 
Bussiaa offieeiB might so &r work upon Ihe religious feeling 
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of their men to make thorn attack us again with more than 
usual animosity. I doubt this reasoning myself, as, if they 
were to fail, it would be at once a finish to their ever working 
upon their superstitions enthiisiasm. Lord Tvaglan visited to- 
day the 2nd Division, and afterwards made a careful recon- 
naissance of the ground between the field of Inkermann and 
the Careening Bay ravine, lie has much wished for some 
time past to break ground against the town on this side, as he 
hat) always held the opinion, first pointed out hy Sir John 
Burgoyno, that the key of Sevawtopol is at the Malakotf T6wor. 
The French Engineers have always insisted that the key of the 
town is at the Bastion du M&t, and unfortunately the small 
number of the British will not allow of their inyesting more of 
the town than they do at the present time ; consequently ihi& 
ground has not irom the first been occupied hy us, save by a 
cordon of pickets and sentries. General Airey was able to lea^e 
his room to-day for the first time since his illness, and resume, 
to a certain extent, his more active duties. 

Decemfjer Wh.—ll. M. S. " "Royal Albert," 120 guns (screw 
line-of- battle ship), anived with TOO men, drafts for the bri- 
gade of Guards, and 500 men, drafts for regiments of the line. 
Everything on the Kussian side has continued quile quiet all 
day : indeed, rather more than usually so, as they have scarce 
fired a shot, so that our apprehensions of au attack were unne- 
cessary. I fear this week has been unusually trying to our 
poor men, who have suffered dreadfully from the want of proper 
clothing to protect them from the continued wet and cold, espe* 
cially as l egards great-coats and boots ; as you know the former 
were all lost in the Prince," and, although there are immense 
quantities of the latter in store, I understand that out of 
each of the packages of 80 pair, not more than from 8 to 
12 pair are found lai^e enough for the use of the troops. 
This does not show much forethought on the part of tiie 
authorities at home. The want of these two articles of appa- 
rel has, I fear, indirectly caused the deaths of numbers of our 
men, as nothing appears out here so likely to produce cholera 
as being continually cold and damp. It is quite impossible to 
speak in too high terms of the admirable manner in which the 
British troops have gone through this most trying campaign : 
the work they have done, and done cheerfully, in the midst of 
great hardships and privations, ia wonderful, and reflects the 
greatest credit on the discipline of the English army. 

I have ne^er mentioned to you a story that was told of Sir 
Edmund Lyons and the Port- Admiral of Sevastopol, Admiral 
Istomine. It appears tiiat Sir Edmimd, when English Minister 
§t Athens, l^ad been vexy intimate with Admiral Lstomine^ who 
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ma tSiere in a like capacity from tbe Bnsnaii Govemment* A 
few days ago a flag of truce was sent into Sevastopol from the 
fleet to return Captain Kousowleff, who had just come np from 
Constantinople, where he had been a prisoner. SirJBdniund 
Lyons thought he would send Admiral Istomine a present of a 
Cheshire cheese, and accompanied his gift with a little note, 
saying, he was sorry they were on their present terms, but, 
kn(jwing his partiality for English cheese, took this opportu- 
nity of sending one, instead of a round «hot ! Three days ago 
a flag of truce came in from Sevastopol to our fleet, about some 
English sailors who had fallen into the hands of the enemy 
during the hurricane of the 14t.h of November. Admiral 
Istomine at the same time sent to Sir Edmund Lvons a roe- 
Inick, in return for the oheese, and also a letter, thanking Sir 
Edmund for remembering him, and saying he often thought of 
the old and happier days they had passed at Athens together, 
and the numerous battles at whist which they had fought. He 
said he had heard the splendid " Agamemnon " on the 17th of 
October last, but there was too much smoke for him to see her 
on that day; he trusted Sir Edmund Lyons admired the 
braver^^ of the Eussian sailorK, as much as he (the Russian 
Admiral) did that of the English ; and he only rro^?etted they 
had not the opportnnity ')f shaking hands once inure, but he 
hoped that the day mi^lit yet come. These little civilities 
between two great chiets of the contending powers form an 
amusing episode of the w ar. 



Head-qiuurlen bafitftt Sevavta^, December 23id, 1854, 

In reply to your query ** why the Allies have not taken po»« 
session of Perekop," as has been often suggested in the publib 
prints, I should say that it would have been quite impraoti- 
oable to have attempted anything of the sort up to the present 
time. It would require a considerable force to hold a position 
where we should be liable to be attacked both in front and 
rear ; and the dc^pth of water on this side the isthmus would 
not be sufficient for us to be assisted by iships of war acting 
on our flank. Had we gunboats or vessels of light draught, 
it might possibly be practicable. As to landing any force 
south of Perekop, where a disembarkation could be effected, 
and then marching up to the isthmus in question, such a 
movement would be impossible under existing circumstances ; 
for it would be necessary to have a large baggage-train to 
carry provisions* ammunition, &e» ; and as we have never 
had sufficient land-carriage even to transport from Balaklava 
the requirements of the troops on ihe Plateau, it is veiy evi« 
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dent that we oould not have spared any quantity of waggons 
or baggaj^e-animals to undertake an expedition of this nature ; 
and the French, althonci^li f;ir better off in this respect than we 
are, still have no qn-uiLity of tmnspoii; for an operation of 
this kind. Even sui)pijsiug that Perekop was in tlie hands of 
the Allies, it is quite a mistaken idea to fancy that the com- 
munication between Russia and the Crimea would be cut otf, 
as they have two other great roads, one — by Genitsch, along 
the isthmus of Arabat, which, although ratiier a roundabout 
way of getting to the inteiioT, is one nevertlielefls much need 
by tke Russians ; the other — ^by the sonthem extremily of the 
peninsulA of MetBchetlii Adasii and the village of Yankaray 
across a small portion of the Lake of SiTasch or Pntrid Sea; 
this road has Deem constructed but a short time, and is caj> 
ried over the lake on a raised can way and floating bridge. 
These particulars we learnt from Tartars, and they have been 
confirmed by Captain Spratt, R.S. (TT.M.S. " Spitfire"), who 
was despatched some time ago by the British Admiral to 
talce snundinirs in the neighbourhood of Perekop, and who 
when there ascertained the existence of this road. 

Your remarks as regards tlie distance of our batteries from 
the works round the town are perfectly t} iio. Xl» doubt it has 
been an en'ur nut to have constructed them muck nearer, but 
many difficulties presented themselves, especially as regards 
the formation of tne groimd ; besides, it "was thought the heavy 
ordnance which the iinglii^ in particular have employed in: 
this siege would remedy that evil : this has certainly not an- 
swered tiie expectations formed with reference to their effect 
upon the immense earthen batteries of the enemy. The 
Busgians have every advanta^ on their side: they have a 
very large garrison, which is perpetually being relieved and 
reinforced by fresh troops from the north side: they con.se- 
quently can always repair their works, so that, if any battery 
gets knocked about during the day, by the following morning 
it is in as good a state of pi-eservation as before. During the 
last fortnight they have been strengthening very much all' 
their batteries, and have ANddened and deepened the ditch out- 
side their lino of defence, so lliaL it now presents a \ cry fur* 
midahle obstacle to get over, in the event of our making an 
assault. It is now proposed to move our batteries more for- 
ward, but this cannot m done until the weather is somewhat 
setUal, although we daily push on a few yards. The enemy 
continue to pound us a gpoa deal at night, but during the day 
little or nothing goes on : the truth is, that they do not like 
exposing their artilleiymen to the fire of our mini^ in the 
advancM musketiy trench. 
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Late on tiie nigbt of the 20fli the Bnscdans made a strong 
sortie firom the town in two columns* one on each of onr dif** 
ferent attacks ; that against our left attack came on with con- 
siderable noise and Bhouting, and with bugles sounding and 
drums beating. They were speedily repulsed by portions of 
. the 38th and 50th regiments, who drove them back with con-> 
siderable loss : we too suffered severely. The attack on our 
right attack was made in perfect silence by the Kussian troops, 
who, favoured by the intense darkness of the night, succeeded 
in arriYing to within a few yards of our trenches before they 
were discovered. Our men (part uf the 34th regiment), com- 
pletely taken by surprise, fell back before the enemy, who got 
into our advanced parallel : however, they did not remain 
there above a few minutes, as the covering party of a por- 
tion of the 97th regiment came up, and together with that of 
the 34th advanced and retook the parallel. Our loss was 
heavy considering: Major Mulier, killed ; Captain Framptou 
and Lieutenant Clarke, 50th regiment, and Lieutenant 
Byron, 84th regiment, taken prisoners ; 4 men killed and 18 
wounded. This ib tiie only thiiig oi iuipoiLanuo thai lias 
occurred lately. 

There was an alarm this morning (23rd) that a large body of 
the enemy had marched from the nortli side of Seyastopol to 
their troops on tiie other side of the Tchemaya, it was thought 
with the intention of attacking Balaklava. All our troops 
were ttixned oiit» but it was unnecessary, as the movement 
by the enemy proved to be only a relie£ Tou never saw 
anything like the weather, nothmg but wet day after day, so 
t^t there is but little chance of the health of the aimy im- 
proving. Great quantities r f warm clothes and other stores 
have arrived at Balaklava, but the difficulty is to get them up 
to the front. Among these latter are 50,000 blankets. The 
consumption of this article of covering is something pro- 
digious. I understand that since we hav« been in the Crimea 
no less than 32,000 blankets have been expended, independent 
of those the men brought with them. This is chiefly in con- 
sequence of the immense nnmbers used in the field-hoispitals, 
and the impossibility of their being properly cbvBiised. I am 
sorry to say the deaths have been so numerous m the army, 
that the number of blankets used as winding-sheets has been 
very large. 

Lord Kaglan has received an intimation from the Govem- 
raent that they intend sending 300 liawies to make a railroad 
from l>alaklava to the front ; and there are to be stationary 
engines on different pails of the line : he is also infonned that 
it will be in a ht state to bring provisions, tfec, up to thcj 
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Plateau 3 weeks after they commence operations. In the mean 
time they have not arrived, although Lord liaglan is told that 
they were to be here by the 20th. The Government must have 
a very strange idea of the state of the country, if they fancy 
that iU iO navvies, with all their appliances to boot, can construct 
any sort uf raihoad from Balaklava to the Plateau, a distance 
of 4 miles, in 3 weeks I 1 will answer for it thuy will be 
nearer o months ; or if, on the other hand, they expect us to 
find the labour for this work, it will be of but little assistance 
io the army for some time, as every man here is over-worked. 
In spite of the inolemenoy of the weather, Lord Baglan has 
been out for the last two days visiting the di£ferent field- 
hospitals, and in juetice to the medical department I ought 
io state that, considering the perpetual wet, and the difficulties 
of keeping them in a cleanly state, they are in as good order 
as our unfortunate circumstances will admit. Admiral Dundas 
set off on the afternoon of the 20th for the Bosphorus, where 
the l>ritannia'* now is: he returns home immediately. Sir 
Edmund Lyons, who succeeds him in command, hoists his 
flag on board the Koyal AlberU" 



H«ad-qit8rten heSom Sevastopol, December SOfii, 1S54. 

We have been having, since I last wrote, thorough Christmas 
weather; a little snuw at night, but, generally speaking, 
bright, frosty days. The men appear to hail Uiis weather 
wi& delight, as, at any rate, they have no difficulty in making 
fires, and thus are able to cook their fare, which, Heaven 
knows, is not too luxurious, poor fellows! Another great 
advantage of frosty weather is, that we are enabled to bring 
lip large supplies of warm clothing and provisions and huts 
from Balaklava, so that I am glad to say that our men are 
better off now than they have been for the last month. 

Yesterday the 18th rcg^imcnt, 1100 stronf^, arrived at Bala- 
klava direct from Dublin, 'riiey are all di'essed in the new 
winter clotliinji-, with fur caps and hi<^h boots; m I hope they 
will not sutfcr from going into camp at this time of the year, 
which must be very trying to men who have been accustomed 
to warm, comfortable habitations. The sickness in the army, 
I regret to say, continues veiy great. As an instance I may 
quote that this month the 3ra division has lost over 400 men : 
tiie other divisions have suffered in proportion almost as much, 
but it can scarcely be wondered at when you consider the 
hardships the men have to encounter. A man is said to have 
died of the cold in the trenches on Christmas night ; this was 
the first really severe frost that we have had. It killed many 
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animals ; 26 horses in the heavy cavalry Lrigade and 3 (?) in 
the light, and some 6 or 7 in the Koyal Artillery, were found 
dead in the morning, and I understand upwaids ot 50 baggage- 
animais. • 

The mail \rhich arrived on ihf^ 2Gih brought ns out the pro- 
motions and rewards for the oampaign. I'ho fortnuate ones 
are of course delighted, hut there are numbers who grumble 
at not being remembered. I have read \s ith great interest the 
speeches in both Houses of Parliament upon the " carrying 
on the war.'* The GoTemment proposal to engage foTeignent, 
as soldiers to serve ia the British army, 'mil be, I mould 
think, a most unpopular movement. We see daily how little 
faith can be placed in the services of men -who have no other 
interest than their pay to make them fight. The French have 
here two battalions of their Legion Etrangeret which is a corps 
they raised some years ago for service in Algeria. I remem- 
ber when travelling there, this time two ^'eans, hearing some 
of their officers say that the authorities had so little confidence 
in their foreign corps, that tliey were only used to garrison 
tiie unhealthy stations; and cei-tainlv I recollect myself iind- 
ing them in two of the must out-of-the-w^ay and least agreeable 
localities in the whole coimtry. T also hear fioni French 
officers that numbers have deserted over to the enemy ; 2 
were caught in the act, and have been shot : and I was told 
the other day by one of their staff-officers, a man of consider- 
able rank and standing, that it had been a question whether it 
virould not be wiser to send these two battalions back to 
Algeria, and that Geneml Canrobert would have done so had 
not the want of troops been 80 great. 

On the 28th I had rather an interesting interview with a 
Bnssian officer. I received orders in the morning to go with 
a flag of truce to Inkcrmann to give over some letters and 
money from liussian prisoners, and also letters and money 
to some English officers who are in the hands of the enemy. 
As there is no trumpeter att^iehed to the escort at Head- 
quarters, and the cavalry ai e some way off near Balaklava, I 
was directed to take a trumpeter from one of the batteries of 
artillery nearest Inkermaun, and to manufacture a flag as best 
I could. Accordingly, I started, mounted on my best horse, 
and in my best attire: I got a trumpet-boy from Major 
Jlorris*8 battery ; he also lent me a towel, which we fastened 
to the end of the Mde of a stretcher : this the trumpet-boy 
carried, and we started together down the Inkcrmann road. 
Directly we got up to our advanced sentries, I told the boy to 
Bound, upon which he favrnn ed us with the " stable-oall,'' and, 
no notice being taken of us by the Bussian sharpshooters at 
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the ruins of Iiikermaim, we trotted on domi the road, which 
takes a winding course to the l>ridge over the Tchemaya, 
sounding several times on our w;iy. I luicl liardly arrived 
there before I observed two liorsemem api»ioacliiTig mc from 
the other side of the valley along the causeway ; they puA cd 
to be two Kussian officers, and, when a few yards off, one ad- 
Tanoed alone. I did the same, and we each continued approach- 
ing one another, until we stood on the opposite sides of the 
river (for the Russians had broken down ^e bridge after they 
had retreated over it on the 5th of Kovember). We both 
made profound bows, and I then stated in French the object 
of my coming, and, as it was not possible to throw either the 
letters or money across, the Kui»ian officer said it would be 
necessary to send for a boat from one of their ships-of-war in 
the harbour, wliicli would come up the river to where we 
stood. He accordingly despatched the other officer with 
orders to that effect : he told me that I should have to wait 
for nearly an lioiir before a boat could arrive ; we therefore 
both dismounted, and sat on the edge of the broken bridge, 
holding our horses. We looked at one another for some 
minutes without speaking; but it struck me that this was an 
unsociable way of spending an hour, and I thought I might as 
well try and get into conversation ; so I began by making the 
truly British remark that it was a fine day ; to which he re- 
plied, ** Thanks to Grod, it is." Thto a long pause ensued, 
which I again tried to break by telling him that I had the 
pleasure of knowing several Bussian officers, ^\ horn I named 
and asked after. This rather thawed him; he appeared a 
good deal astonished that I had any Russian acquaintances, 
and we were soon in animated conversation. lie told me he 
was a coloTK"! of cavaby on tlie istatf, and had command of tho 
outposts, and had been present at all the battles. He ^«aid he 
admired the English troops very much, that he thought the 
Guards were the finest infantry in the world, but that the 
Kussian artilleiy was superior to the English. This, of course, 
I could hardly admit, although in the scientific pait of that 
arm I think they are quite equal, if not superior to its. I 
should tell you that during this time a pretty brisk fire was 
going on from the Bussian battery close to the lighthouse 
above the end of the harbour, against a work which the Frendi 
are constructing to counteract the efiects of this very battery. 
It so happened that, just after my Russian friend had been 
extolling his artillery, two shells were fired and both exploded 
far short of the mark. were l)oth watching the flight of 
those missiles during oni- conversation, so when I saw this 
bad filing 1 laughed, and aaked my friend if that was a spe- 
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cimen of their practice, lie took it very goorl-natu redly, and 
said we often made quite as l>ad shut.s from our batteries. He 
bpoke in anything but ]trais(» of onr allies ; laiip^hed at the 
Turks, and said the Fieneh inl'aiitry were infeiior to the 
Kussian. I'ossibly this may have been said to please me. 
Shortly after we descried a boat in the distance pnllin^ towards 
UB, 60 he said, •* Here comes the boat from the * Yladimir ' 
steamer," "Ah I" I replied, know tiie 'Vladimir;* I 
have been on board her before now at Nioholaieff.'* This 
astonished him not a little, and he said that it seemed I had 
been everywhere. I then told him I had travelled through 
Biissia, and had always received the greatest civility and kind- 
ness from his conntiymen, and should entertain the most 
pleasant remembrances of my sojourn amongst tlieni. This 
Beemed to please him greatly, and he said, The Kussians 
like the English much ; we ought never to have gone to war 
with yon, but it was the will of God." The boat soon arrived ; 
j&om its size it was evidently a barge, and the crew of 14 men 
were very smartly dressed in blue jerseys with red edgings. 
TTie li'nssian colonel came across to me, and T gave him the 
letters, ifec, and, after shaking hands, we parted with mutual 
expressions of hope; that wo hhuuld meet again before long. I 
then returned to the camp. 
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Hwl quarters before Sevastopol, January 1st, 1855. 

For some unknown reasou the mail goes from licre a day 
earlier than usual. ThcKe frequent changes arc a gn at bore, 
and also the uncertainty with which the letters arrive. Doubts 
less now, the inclemency of tho weather has much to do with 

P 
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it There is also at times some difficnlly about the delivery 
of tlie English mails in the Crimea ; they, genenilly speaking, 
amve hj the French steamers, and, from an extraordinary 
piece of parsimony on the part of the Government, the bag^ 
from Constantinople to the Crimea are left to take care of 
themselves, instead of being sent in charge of a Rpecial mes- 
senger; so it has not unfreqnently happened tliat all or a 
portion of the bags have been detained at Kamieseh for a day 
or more, until the French authorities chose to give us notice 
of their amval. It may interest you to have an idea of the 
strength of the British army on the 1st of the new year. The 
following is a general sumuiary which 1 made from the parade 
state this morning : — 
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Besides these, there are the soldier-servants of the officers and 
the clerks in the different military offices, amounting to 1331 
men, which nves a grand total of 43,754 men of the Ehiglish 
army in the East 

Nothing of importance has occurred since my letter of the 
30th idtimo; but on the morning of that day the French 
made a reconnaissance in force. It was composed of a divi- 
sion of infantry, 2 regiments of the Chasseurs d'Afrique, and 
2 batteries of artillery. A regiment of Highlanders and a 
wing of tlie 2nd battalion Kifie brig^uie were ordered b}^ Sir 
Colin (Jampbell to march from the Marine TTeip-hts, on the 
east of Balaklava harbour, to the hills overlooking liie village 
of Kamara and the cntiance to the valley of Baidar. They 
remained there in support the greater portion of the day, 
without taking any active pai-t in the reconnaissance. By 
7 A.M. the French troops passed the village of Kamara, but, 
that being completely deserted, they pushed on wiUi rapidity 
to the village of Tchorgoum. They met with no resktance 
until within a short distance of this place, the Cossack videttes 
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retiring before the skirmiBhers of the French hifantiy. On 
neaiing Tcburgouin» a largiisli Ludy uf liiisssiaii light cavaby 

S resented themselves; one of the regiments of Chasseurs 
*A&ique adTanoed and charged them. The Bussiaus stood 
fheir ground until ridden in upon by the Fraach, who broke 
them, and then chased them back towards the Tillage. Aa 
the Frmoh cavah > got doae to it, they were receiv^ by a 
heavy fire from the Bnssian artillery on the heights above. 
Our allies, therefore, had to withdraw until their guns were 
brought up, when the enemy retired, leaving Tchorgoum to 
the Frenon^ who immediately oooupied it. But little ^'orth 
taking was found in the place, so they set it on fire, and in the 
course of a couple of hours nothing remained of the snug little 
hamlet but a few blaokened walls. The French returned late 
in the afternoon, having accomplished ^eir object of ascer- 
taining the force of the enemy, which apparently consisted of 
about 3000 infant ly, 6 or squadrons of cavalry, and 2 bat- 
teries of artillery. The French had 2 officers wounded (1 
niurtiilly) and 14 men. The liussianR ]eh 5 dead on the field, 
and k>st () men, who were mad© priboners by the French, 
The following night there was a heavy fall of snow, so that on 
the morning of the 81st the ground was covered to a depth of 
4 or 5 inches, but, during the day a drizzling rain coming on, 
it all melted, and by the evening nothing remained of it but a 
deep fcslush, wLiuli, 1 need biu diy remark, added not a little to 
the discomfort of every one in camp. To-day (1st) is gloomy 
and raw, and looks as if it were going to snow again. 



HMl4|!int«n bdbra Sevastopol, Januny 6th, 185&. 

It is bitterly cold, the thermometer down at 2V Fahrenheit ; 
tiie snow upwards of a foot deep, and drifting with a high 
wind in a manner that nearly blinds one. The troops suffer 
dreadfully from it ; every endeavour is being made to get them 

under better shelter than canvas tents. The wooden huts 
have arrived in great numbers at Balaklava, but, unfoi timati ly, 
their great weight renders it a service of considerable difficulty 
bringing them up to the plateau. I cannot say they are very 
cleverly constnicted, as the smallest packages are 4 cwt., so 
that nothing but large waggons can carry them, unless each 
mcka<:;e is broken up and divided into smaller portions. 
This is very inconvenient, and there is a greater chance of 
pieces being lost. Ah a set-off to this severe weather, I am 
glad to say that the < liolera ha.s abated to a great extent, but 
many men have gone into hospital frostbitten, chiefly in 
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the feet. This is prohahly caused, to a orroat extent, hy the 
wretched maimer in which the troops are .shod. The only 
boots which they have at present are the ordinary regulation 
pattern, or what are called ammimitioii " boots. These are 
made by contract, and are of inferior material, and I have 
heard many men complain that in the bad weather we have 
lately had they are completely worn out in the course of a 
week. I am told tliat the whole army is to xeoeiire in course 
of time a pair of high boots up to the knee, something after 
the pattern of those used by the Russians, and, like them, 
to be worn with the trousers tacked inside the leg of the 
boot. 

1 from the newspapers that the reaction a^^ainst the 
Enghsh army has already begun. T thought the outcry in our 
favour was too •2;i eat to last. The ' Times ' seems to abuse 
evervthinsT and everybody out here, and to pooh-|)ooii the dif- 
ficultien with which the commissariat have to contend, and to 
find fault with the endeavours made by the authorities, who, I 
am sure, do all in l^eir power, as far as circumstances will ad- 
mit, to aHeviate the oYcrwork and consequent- sufferings of the 
soldiers. 

Omer Pasha arriyed here 2 days ago, and yesterday had a 
long interview with Lord Raglan, chiefly about the transport 
of his army from Yania to Eupatoria. At the present moment 
there are upwards of 16,000 Turidsh troops in garrison at Eu- 
patoria, the fi^reater portion of whom have arrived during the 
last foi"tnight ; and. if we can give more transport, Omer 
Pasha promised Lord Kaglanthat in the course of a month he 
would have 4r).nO() men there. I do not think the allied gene- 
r;ils expect much from these Tnrkisli troops, except as making 
a diversion in oui favour ; indeed, already the enemy have sent 
a very large cavahy force to the neighbourhood of Eu]»atoria, 
the head-quarters of which are at Sak. They have established 
a cordon round Eupatoria, at a distance of 2 miles itom the 
town. It consists of a line of double yidettes, from 50 to 60 
yards apart, and it is said that this duly alone takes no less 
than 1200 cavalry ; and in such weather as we have at present 
they must suffer TCty much, especially as on the steppes Ihe 
cold is more seyere tiban in hilly country, such as that round 
Sevastopol. 

I am sorry to hear tliat tlie Government have an idea of 
forming a corps of Baslii-bazonks. I am f>erfectly convinced 
that they will never be an efticient body of troops, and, 
from their propensity to jdnnder fiiend or foe, whenever 
tbey get the opportunity, they will only bring disci edit on 
the British arms. If irregular cavalry ai e to be used in our 
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service, suiely it would be the easiest mode, and certainlj the 
cheapest, to bring formed regiments of irregular cavalry &om 
India. I believe a Baahi-bazonk by nature is a cowud ; at 

least, I have never seen an instance to the contraiy yet, nor 
heard of one either. I know Omer Pasha, who has had greater 

opportunities, perhaps, than any one eke of judging of these 
ruffians, entertains the profoundest contempt for them an 
troops in the field ; and, as a proof of this, 1 may mention 
that when he crosMHl the Danube, and enteied with bis aitny 
into the rrincipaiities, he would not allow any t;f tlie Bashi-ba- 
zouks to accompany him, as he said they would only murder and 
rob the inhabitants, lie now says the only advantage that can 
be derived from the English enlisting any number of these men 
is, that it will prevent them prowling about and living by 
eztortioii, as many do. I am perfectly aware that a strict and 
rigid discipline works wonders with the worst of duuracters, 
but it lequires time—a twelvemonth at the least; whereas 
we could get any number of irregular cavalry from India in 
the course of three months, and men who have been accus- 
tomed to war, and who have acted in the field, with English 
troops, and have confidence in British officers. 

Omer Pasha leaves Balaklava this afternoon, with his staff, 
in H. M. S. ** Intiexible " (steam-frigate), for Eupatoria, where 
he takes command of the garrison. A deserter, who came 
in a few days ago from the town, said tliat there were frequent 
rows betw^een the troops and convicts in Sevastoj^ol. It ajv 
pears that the latter have been allowed to go at hu ge, as they 
volunleercd to work al the batteries, tfcc. Three days a^u bir 
John Campbell (commanding the 4th Division) told me that 
the r^tidmi^ had A when in «ar trinohea. a gieat 
deal of musketry-firing and shonting goine on in the town, 
and part of the time they conld see uie flashes in the streets. 
It was quite evident that there was a great riot among the 
garrison ; doubtless it was some disturbance created by the- 
convicts. Calvert told me the following story of one of these. 
Bossian for9ats, who appear to be desperate fellow^s. About two 
years ago, a gang being at work in the dockyard of Sevastopol, 
one of then attacked a passer-lfv without any ])ro vocation, 
knocked him down, smashed in his face with the manacles on 
his hands, then jinnped upon and trampled him io death. The 
act had been so sudden that the occurrence could not be pre- 
vent-ed. It was thought by the authorities that so brutal a 
murder should be visited with some pcculiai' punishment, as 
an example to the others, for, if the man was bung or shot 
immediatdy, the circnmBtance wonld soon be forgotten. The 
case was made known to the JBbperor NicholaB, who, on 
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Hearing of it, ordered an iron wheelbarrow to be made, and 
ohainsfiom its legs to be attached to those of the man. This 

was accordingly done, and, of oourse, the man could not move a 
yard without wheeling the barrow in froi^t of him. It is said 
that a week after he had been thus puni.slied, he begged to be put 
to death, as it made his life a burden to him. This, of course, 

was not listened to, and three months after the 'WTetched man 
died, raving mad ! J t was a novel but horrible puuiahment. 
An extract or two from my Journal : — 

January Hrd, — It rained in torrents all last night, but early 
this morning it turned into snow, which fell in considerable 
quantities. Captain Swinton, K.A., commuiuling one of the 
batteries attached to the 3rd Division, was found dead in his 
. tent this morning; he is supposed to ha^e died in a fit of 
apoplexy, possibly brought on from having a hrasier of char- 
coal burning in his tent all night. It continned snowing all 
day; nevertheless Lord Eaglan went out in the afternoon, 
and visited the 3rd and 4th Division camps. It was bitterly 
cold ; the men, however, appeared in good spirits, and the dth 
regiment turned out and oheered Lord Baglan when he came 
to their camp. 

Januanj 4rfh. — The snow by this morning was nearly a foot 
deep, find it continued falling without cessation the whole fliiy. 
The cold, however, was not so great, the thermomotor being 
31* Fahrenheit. Oraer Pasha arrived at Iklaklava this after- 
liooii in H.M.S. " InOfcxilile," and sent Colonel Simmons, R.E., 
up to Head-quarters to announce his arrival to Lord Raglan. 

January 5th. — Much snow fell during the night, and it was 
freezing hard all this day ; the glass down at 21^ Fahrenheit 
Lord Kaglan went out riding in ^e momiftg) and viaited the 
Light Division oamp ; he talked to a good many of the men) 
who appeared very cheery, and all said they liked the cold 
weather better than the wet During Lord Baglan's absence 
Omer Pasha came np to Head-quarterB, where he remained the 
.greater portion of the day, having a long private conversation 
with Lord Raglan ; and later a Council of War was held of 
the allied generals. 

Januan/ dth. — This day, althouc^h fine, is very cold, with a 
cutting wind. Lord Raglan went ont, and rode to the 3rd 
Division camp ; he visited all the different re^iirK nt.s, and 
talked especially to the men. ITiey looked a good deal 
pinched and pulled by the cold, but appeared in good spirits. 
* Lord Raglan, with his usual kindness and forethought, iias 
been oftener lately to the 8rd Division than any other, on 
account of the extreme sickness which has prevailed in it 
An officer of the 9th rcgimeht (a lfr« Dent) was found fronen 
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to death early this moinhig near the French ambulance, not 
far from our Head-quarters. It appears that he had leaye to 
go down to Balakbm yesterday morning, and, returning in 
the evening to camp, was overtaken by the darkness, and 
lost his way, and was consequently out all nights Some of 
our regiments are reduced to a mere fraction from sickness 
and other causes; the G.'^rd regiment had only 52 rank and 
file fit fox duty in this morning's parade state. 



Head-qaartefs before Sevastopol, January 9th,- 1855. 

The cold is not so severe to-day as when I last wrote, al- 
though the thermometer is lower ; bnt there is not a breath of 
air, and consequently one does not feel it. The regiment I 
mentioned to you as having suffered so much (63rd) is now 
reduced to only 7 men! It came out from England, 1080 
strong, with the rest of the 4th Division, which, as you may 
remember, never landed at Varna, but arrived off that town a 
day or two before the expedition to the Crimea started. At 
the battle of the Alma they were not engaged ; at Inkermann 
they had 113 casualties; and, allowing for as many more in 
the trenches, they will have lost 850 men from sickness. I 
fear much of this is from want of proper attention and rare on 
the part of the officers. There are some strange stories about 
cl tin slovenly manner in which they have conducted them- 
selves ; and inquiries have been ordered to be instituted to 
ascertain the reasons for this conduct. 

It is strange that the severity of the weather should have 
led to the E^i^h and Russian sentries fiatemising. It was 
in this way : a few nigihts ago, when Tery oold, our men on 
aentry in front of Inkermann observed sevenil Bussian soldiers 
coming towards them without arms, and they naturally sup- 
posed them to be deserters ; but» on their approaching nearer, 
'they made signs that they wanted a light for their pipes» 
which one of our men gave them, and then they stayed a few 
minutes talking to our sentries, or rather trv^ing to do 80, the 
conversation being snm(^thing after this wise 

1st Kussian soldier. — " JMiglise bono ! " 

1st English soldier. — " Kuskie bono!" 

2nd Russian soldier. — ** Francis bono I ** 

2nd Ijiigli^h soldier. — " Bono! " 

3rd Itustoian soldier. — *' Oslem no bono ! " 

3rd English soldier. — " Ah, ah! Turk no bono ! '* 

Ist Busdaa sddier, — Oslem ! " making a face, and spitting 
on the ground, to show his contempt. 
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1st English soldier. — " Turk ; " pretending to run away, as 
if frightened, iipon which all the pju^ty go into roars of laugh- 
ter, and then, after shaking hands, thej retire to their re- 
spective beats. 

I hear, a night or two ago, after one of these little conver- 
sations, wome of the Russian sentries brought our men some 
firewood, of which they stood luuch iu need. You may now 
see the English and Hussian sentries, at a distance of ^some 60 
or 80 jttrda apart, trotting up and down their beata to keep 
themselves warm, without thinking for a moment o£ molesting 
one another; whereas, only a few days ago, the sentries on 
hoth sides were always crouching down behind the hushes, 
and, if either saw his enemy, bang went his rifle, and probably 
he either killed or wounded him. This sort of fighting is per- 
fectly useless, and is only an unnecessary sacrifice of life. The 
foUowing are extracts from my journal 

Janumy 7th, — The thennometer was down at 18^ Fahrenheit 
this morniiifr at daybreak. Lord Eaglan and his btaif rode 
down to the cavalry camp near Kadakoi : the stables for the 
horses are getting on slowly, but after every severe night 
numbers of horses are found dead in the morning. 

January Sth. — A bright, clear day; the sun shone out so 
much that one did not feel the cold, though the thermometer 
was at 24** Fahrenheit in the shade. Early in the morning 
Lord Baglan, accompanied by the StalE^ rode down to Bala- ' 
Uava: he went through the general hospital, which ap- 
peared as comfortable as could be expected and beanti- 
lally clean. He afterwards went up to the horse artillery 
oamp, near the head of the harbour, to see their new stables 
and some huts. These stables have been constructed by the 
sailors and carpenters of some of the ships-of-war and transports 
in the harbour : they are made of a framework of spars and 
wor)d that belonged to the ships wrecked in the hurricane, 
and are covered over with old sailcloth, which I understood 
they had great difficulty in procurin<!:. These stables are 
built in a sheltered spot, so that it ib hoped they may last 
out the winter ; canvas stretched across spars will soon wear 
itself into holes, if in an exposed position where the action of 
the wind would cause it to chafe. The huts seem pretty good, 
but the whole of them being fastened together by nails, instead 
of being joined by screws, will render mem unnt to be moved 
to any other spot; also the sides are made of very Ihin plank- 
ing, so that almost every other nail driven through them 
splits the board, which lets in the cold and wet. It is pro- 
posed, as far as practicable, to line them inside with felt or 
old blankets. The weight of these huts is certainly a great 



Chap. XI, 



SORTIE ON THE FRENCH. 



217 



drawback, as it requires so much labour to bring them to the 
front. It strikes me that they would be just bb good if the 
sides were from 18 inches to 2 feet lower, as there is no occa- 
sion for the men to stand close in to the side, and it would 
make the difference of at least i a ton in their weight. Lord 
Banian afterwards inspected the 18th regiment, the last 
arrived from England : they had all fur caps and gloTes, and, 
althougli a fine-looking set of men, they are said to be rather 
a wild lot. Eiding home, we saw a gun fired from the re- 
doubt in front of Kadakoi at three Cossacks, who, it appeared, 
were trying to overtake a Tiussian soldier, deserting over to 
* us. The ^hell burst amongst the Cossacks, who immediately 
scampered off, apparently unhurt, though our artillej^men 
declared one of them was wounded. The deserter shortly after 
got into our lines, but gave us no information worth rec(^rding. 
Last night the enemy made a sortie of 300 men on the French 
trenches, and some 20 pr^t inside their advanced batteries. 
However, they paid dearly for their tcraerit}^ as the French 
Te])nlsud them vigorously, killed some 16, and wounded, it is 
supposed, twice as many more, 18 of whom remain now in 
their hands. The French state their loss as only 8 or 9 
wounded (?). 

Janaary 9th, — This day Lord Raglan visited the 3id Divi- 
sion, and went through the general field and regimental hospi- 
tals ; I regret to say that in this divibion alone there are no 
less than 964 men sick in camp. It has been thawing since 
the morning, so that once more the ground is covered with 
mud and slush knee-deep. 



Head-quarters before Sevastopol, January 12th, 1855. 

I hare not as jet received any of the warm clothing you 
have sent me from home; the transport in which they are, 
the '* Gottenburg," has been in Balaklava haibour for the 
last 4 days, but unfortunately, as is not unfrequently the case, 

the small parcels are at the bottom of the ship, with some 
20 tons of huts above, and I hear from the master that he 
will not be able to get them for some days to come. I am 
getting dreadfully hard up i'or winter clotliing, especially for 
boots, having nothing left but 2 pair of thin patent leather 
ones of my own, which I never expected to use, and were 
put up with my things by accident. However, they are 
better than nothing, although not well ada]>ttd for going 
about in this dreadful mud. As I have to go down on duty 
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to Eamiesch ibis afternoon, B has been kind enough to 

lend me a pair of hits, which are rather superior to my own 
flimsy things. 

The article of the * Times ' of the 28rd of December, 
against Lord Eaglan and his Staff, has caused considerable 
commotion at Head-quartei-s. Lord iiaglan, knowing as he 
does how totally false the whole tenour of the article is, treats 
it with the contempt it merits, and says it is nothing more 
1li;ni what any and every public man always gets when he 
does his best to serve his p(mntr\% but he was very indignant 
at the attack niRdo on his personal Stafi*. It is very easv for 
a man to sit down in England, and write an article against 
everybody in authority in the Crimea, without knowing one 
half the difficulties with which they have to contend. 

January I was interrupted yesterday afternoon in 

writing my letter, by being sent for, to ^o with a flag of tmce 
to take a letter from Lord Raglan to Prmce Menchikoff. Ac- 
cordingly I went, as before, to 'the broken bridge over the 
Tcheriiaya, near Inkermann, and made my trumpeter blow 
until he was black in the face ; but no notice was taken of it in 
any sort of way, although I waited there for nearly 2 hours ; 
when, as it was becoming dusk, I had to return to Head- 
qTmrfprs. It was a bitterly cold day, so perhaps the enemy 
thougiit tliey would save themselves the trouble of coming to 
receive the flag of truce. 

Last night the Kussians made a sortie upon the linos of tlie 
Allies bpfore the town. I am sorry to say that this was per- 
haps the most successful of the m niy sorties which the 
enemy have made against us. Soon ai'tor one a.m. the Rus- 
sians opened a Ihrious cannonade from all their batteries; 
perhaps one of the quickest fires that we have had since the 
opening of the siege : it was probably to coTer the advance 
of their troops, for a heavy column of men came out of the 
town, between the Hedan and Malakoff batteries, and did 
this with such rapidity that a picket, of 1 sergeant and 12 
men, were taken prisoners without firing a shot. They con* 
tinued their advance, and got into a portion of our trenches, 
and, takino^ our men by ■ surpi ise, drove them out without 
meeting with much resistance. In about 6 or 8 minutes 
the covering parties came up, advanced with the guard i f the 
trenches, and re-occupied the portion of our parallel which 
we had lost, the Russians retiring without attempting to hold 
it any longer. In this affair we had 4 men killed, and 1 
officer and 7 men wounded. What damago we did, if any, 
to- the enemy it is impossible to say, as they had time to 
oairy off any killed or wounded they may have had. Our 
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allies fared no letter tiian ve did, fbr the enemy got into 
one of their batteiiei and spiked several mortals, but were 
speedUy driyen out again, leaving 5 dead and 2 wounded in 
the bands of the Fienob. Their own loss is somewhat severe, 
being variously stated at from 20 to 30 casualties. The truth 
is, that, as far as the English army is concerned, the men 
are overworked, and consequently it is almost impossible to 
keep them as alert and active as the advanced posts and 
parallels before a besieged tnwn require. 1 think, too, the 
intense cold makes one's ^ense of hearing and seeing, er-j e- 
cially at night, difficult : one gets so benumbed that all one's 
faculties ai*e more or less paralysed. I understand that the 
4 men killed last night were bayoneted hy the enemy when 
wrapped in their blankets fast asleep, their comrades not 
being able to wake them in time before the Bussians got into 
the trenoh. The enemy have the advantage of coming out of 
warm habitations, and not nnfrequently Ml of warn spirits ; 
so thAt it can haidly be wondered at if they are suooessfiily 
in the first instanoe, in their sorties. 

To-day (13*^) is New Year's Bay, old style, and it is 
therefore tilought that the Kussians made the sortie of last 
night as a successful conclusion of the old year, and as a 
good omen for the future. For some time past our allies 
have proTnised to ^I'vo us more assistance on the right, and 
yesterday it was tirially settled that the French should take 
all the guards and outposts before Inkennann, and occupy the 
ground from the right of our light attack, or rather from the 
( 'arceniug Bay Kavine, to the* head of the harbour of Sevas- 
tupol. I must say I think they have been very tardy in ren- 
dering us any assistance : according to their own statement, 
on the 1st of Jannary they had upwards of 65,000 effective 
men before Sevastopol, whereas we, as yon may remember I 
stated, had only 23,600; little more than one-third the 
strength of the French ; and although tiiey have a greater 
extent of trenches and siege-works to occupy and defend, 
Hiey certainly have not more than half as much again than 
we have. It has also been determined that, as soon as the 
weather will admit, the French shall invest the portion of the 
town from the Malakoff Tower to the harbour, which, up to 
this time, has been unmolested. Here follow a few extracts 
from my JournaL 

January 10th, — It rained all day, so the snow is gradually 
disappearing. A deserter came in to-day from the to^\ n ; he 
told us that the Emperor of Russia Ima ordered that evei y man 
who brings in the following things from the Allies shall bo 
paid accordingly ; viz. for a blanket, 4 paper roubles ; for a 
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musket, 8 silver roubles ; * and for a prisoner, 50 paper 
roubles. And he also said tbat the men who had spiked 8ome 
French guns and mortars in their different sorties got 100 
paper roubles each ; and those that carried off some small 
mortal's ( nolioms) got 150 paper roul>les each, A man of the 
lyili ro*^iiiitjiit deserted to-day: he went down the ^Voronzoff- 
road Ivaviue towards Sevastopol. W hen a little past our ad- 
vanced sentries he was discovered : the picket was turned out 
and fired a volley at kiui, and lie was shot through the back, 
and fell badly wounded. As ho was too near the Kussian out- 
posts for our men to go to him, he lay there for several hours 
unassisted, and our sentries would not allow any of the Bus- 
sians to approach him. When it got dusk a party of 6 men 
were sent to try andreoover him, but were met by a strong 
picket of the enemy, consisting of some 30 men; he was there- 
fore abandoned to his £ftte. Lord Raglan rode up in the 
afternoon to the front, and visited different regiments of the 
4th Division. 

January Wth. — Very hard frost again last night, the ther- 
mometer down to IB" Fahrenheit, which, after the wet of 
yesterday, has made thf^ ^ijumnd like a sheet of ice. A man 
of the 7th Fiisileers coiiuuitted suicide this morning, when on 
sentr}^ by blowing his brains out with his firelock. He told 
a comrade shortly before that he was determined to put an 
end to himself, as he euuld not stand the hard work and seve- 
rity of the weather any longer. He had been sixteen years 
in the lament and bore a good chszaoter. Lord H^lan rode 
to tibe 3ra. Division camp this' afternoon and visited the dif- 
ferent field-hospitals. The sickness still continues to a fright- 
ful extent in this division ; there are no less than 1036 men in 
its camp hospitals. 



Head-quarters before Sevastopol, January 15th, 1855. 

I have received the things you so kindly sont for me by the 
** Gottenburg" steamer, and immediately put them into use; 
for yesterday moi-ning early, Lord Kaglan and the Staff rode 
out and visited the Light and -ith Divisions camp — a process 
of many hours, as h(? inspected ever^^thing. It was a bitter 
cukl day, with sliaip snow-storms e\ery hour, so you may 
imagine that the fur coat you sent me was a great comfort. 
About midday I was sent vtrith a flag of truce to take in 

* A silver rou}>le is worth 3s. Ad, in English mnn'^v, and is used as the hi\<U of 
'all financial transactiocui in Russia, no higher dcuuiiunutiou )>ein'^ employed in 
accounts. The value of a paper rouble varies, but it may be geueraily put at 
about lO^d; 
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the letter which they wotild not receiye two days preriirady. 
I accordingly went down the Inkermann road ae usual, ac- 
companied by a trumpeter helonging to a battery of artillery. 
When 1 reached our a lv mced picket on the road, I made him 
sound; but before he had finished his flourish a great 32- 
pound caiue crashing down some fifty yards to my right, 
and exploded with a noise that made the valloy ring again, 
throwing up a little volcano of earth and Ktonen. Ihis was 
not a very ple^isant way of being received ; however, I ordered 
him to sound again, which he did. An instant after a 32- 
■|)Ound shot came whizzing towards us and struck the road 
about 5 yards in front of us, giving us a t>hower of dirt and 
snow. Our horses were very much alaimed ; indeed I must 
confess that we were so also. There was nothing for it but to 
sound again, and, as after that we were not fixed at, we con- 
tinued our way to the bridge, soimding at eveiy turning. 
Both shell and shot were fired Irom two guns at the Light- 
house hatteiy, above the head of the harbour, on the north 
side. I waited for an hour and a half, and was just thinking 
of returning to oamp when I saw two officers, ' and a soldier 
carrying a white flag at the end of his musket, walking to- 
waids me along the causeway from the other side of the 
vallev. For some reason or other the Kussians had cut 
the cmisoway across, about i mile from the brid^r(^ since 
they received the last flag of tnice : it looked as if they lancied 
that some night we might attempt to move troops across the 
valley by the causeway, and this would put auother obstacle in 
our way. The two ofticers came up shortly after and apologised 
for keeping me waiting, but said that there was no officer of 
sufficient rank to receive a flag of truce, and that they had to 
send across to Sevastopol for instructions; but that a boat 
would soon be sent with a superior officer authorised to take 
my letter. These two officers belonged to the guard of the 
liighthouse battery. I complained to them that I had been 
fir^ at twice : they expressed their regret, and said that the 
gunner who fired at me was un homme bite" who did not re- 
mark that I came with a flag of truce — a poor consolation to 
us, if we or our horses had been either killed or wounded. 
Tliov conCTatulated me on rav fur coat, and wanted to know 
if we had all got the same sort of thiner : to whif^li T replied, 
that all those who had not got them would receive them. The 
Kussians said they wished they had the same chance. They 
were b(»il i very indifFercntly clothed, and appeared to feel the 
cold mucli. In course of time a naval olhcer of some rank 
arrived in a boat. 1 gave him my letter, and then he told me 
that "The General What General?" I said. "The 
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Oeneral oommaiLdiiig in the town,*' ho leplied Hie was too 
fiharp to let out his name, in reply to my query *), wished 
in fatuxe for flags of truce to come in from the English to the 

town, as it is inconvenient to receive them at Inkermann, and 
difficult to discover their approach from the battery at the 
lipjhthouse." After a few commonplace o])ser\'ations and 
compliments we bowed and separated: X returned to the 
IIead-(juarters camp. 

The Kussians made a sortie last night from the Bastion du 
MAt, on the right of thu I'rench trenches. 1 am sorry to say 
that it was even more successful than their last : they appear 
to have taken our allies completely by surprise, as they had 
sevexal men bftyoneted adeep m the trenches. They came on 
in great foroe, and it was not until reinforcements were 
brought up fix>m the rear, and some desperate fighting had 
gone on for some minutes, that our allies cleared their trenches 
of the enemy. The French loss was 2 officers and 17 men 
killed, and 2 officers and 42 men wounded, besides a few 
missing, who were probably made prisoners in the fLi-at in- 
stance. The Bussian loss appears to have been but trifling, 
as oTily 3 or 4 bodies were left behind, all their woTmded being 
carried off. These details were given mo by ;i Frencli officer 
of the Etat Major, and he added, ** the mon were so benumbed 
from the cold, that it was no wonder they were taken by sur- 
prise." When I tell you that the thermometer stood last 
night at 10° Fahrenheit, yon will easily believe that such 
might be the case. It has been snowing all to-day, and it is 
now 3 feet deep on the plateau. 

Mr, Cadogan arrived at Head-quarters last evening, to 
make anangements for the submarine telegraph from Varna 
to the Crimea, which is to be laid down immediately. This 
will be a great comfort to people at home, as they will hear 
the issue of the engagements with the enemy, without being 
kept in suspense as to the &te of their friends ; but it will be 
a cause of annoyance to the military authorities out here, as, 
of course, the English and French Governments will be for 
ever interfering, and will consequently hamper the Oom^ 
manders-in-Chief of the Allied Armies. 

ITiis morning a woman, the wife of a coiporal belonging to 
the 23rd regiment, was confined of a daughter, in a hole ex- 
cavated out of the ground, covered in with a small dog-kennel 
tent ; both mother and child are doing well, as people say. 
Lord Kaglan, with his usual kindness, sent his own doctor to 

♦ It wns of importance to ascertain who commanded in 5^evastopi)l, as it hnd 
been reported some time before that General Osten-v*>acken was expected from 
Od«Mft widi raelbrottiMQti} aad wm tiua to take oomnuuid of the gurriiOD. 
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see after her, and some little oomfbrts from his kitchen that he 
thought might be acceptable. 

The * Times * continncs to abuse us, I see, and talks much 
of the discontent of the officers and men in the English army 
out here. It i« a nuturinns fact that the officer.s yvho grumble 
the most are tho.se who have lately arrived, and who have not 
gone through any of the hard fighting ; the Li igade of CJuaids 
have g;ot some of the greatest grumblers of the anny among 
them, but 1 believe the vvoibL are those who have joined within 
the last month. It is surely to ho especially regretted when 
oQcexs comporati-vely high in command, and who may other- 
wise have greatly distinguished themselTes, should so &r 
forget the first quality and consequent duty of a soldier as to 
set an example of grumbling and discontent at the hardships 
which all have to endure alike, instead of showing a steady 
determination to make the best of eveiythiug.* I cannot 
&ncy a greater fault on the part of one in command than to 
exhibit in his own conduct a disposition to criticise and cen- 
sure those in authority, and, in point of fact, one may almost 
say to sanction a spirit of insubordination among his men. 
In making these remarks I have no wish tr» disparage the 
brigade of Guards generally : they have (ii.splajed on every 
occasion before the enemy a courage and devotion to their 
country which will ever be remembered with admiration by 
all who witnessed it. It is, therefore, the moie to be lamented 
tiiat men who showed sudh bravery and indifference to danger 
in the battle-field should not exhibit more firmness and resolu" 
tion in facing the hardships of a winter encampment; for 
since the battle of Inkermann, the Guards, in consequence of 
their severe losses, have been excused from all trench-duty* 

I see also it is stated in the * Times ' that the (commander- 
in-Chief does not go amount the troops, and that many officers 
and men who landed in the Crimea in September have never 
seen Lord Eaglan." To this I csm only saj^ that it is falso 
from beginning to end. I refer you to foi mer letters, to show 
. how frequently Lord Eaglan visited the diUcreiit camps, and 
in them 1 have only mentioned to you the times when they 
happened to come under my own observation, for often the 
Field-Marshal has been out without my having entered it in 
my journal. I regret now that 1 did not wjite it down each 
day, as I might thus prove what scandalous falsehoods appear 
in the newspapers, and which the public generally are only 
too ready to believe as gospel. All I can jsay is, that hardly a 

* La piemifere quality du soldat est ]a Constance 4 supporter la fnfi^jnr f^t ]*«; 
privations; la valeur n'esi que la seconde. La pauvret^ les privatiuns, la 
flUBftre Mat T^l* dii boa •oldat.'— JfoiPMM* (b Querre <fo iTcipa^Mm. 
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daypaases, be the weatiher wlmt it may, but Lord Baglan rides 
out to some one of the camps ; and when yon consider the 
extent of gronnd which the English anny occupies, and the 
dreadful state of tlie ci »untry, it is not very surprising if the 
Oommander-in<Chief is unable to Tisit the whole as oflten as he 
oould wish. 



Hpa<l-<inni tois before Sevastopol, Jaimarr 20th, 1855. 

All at OTKO the weatlier lias suddenly changed, and from 
the thei-inornetcr being at il° Fahrenheit two moniinjxs ago, it 
is nuw at 38°, and conneqiientlv the snow is fast disappearinj?; ; 
indeed, in many places the j^namd is hare. You must not 
suppose from this that the winter is over, for all the natives 
say we «hall have much cold and snow inFebmary. I almost 
fear this weather is worse for the health of the anny than the 
severe cold we have lately had, for, now that the troops have 
to a great extent received* warm clothing, they are bettor pro- 
tected against cold than wet ; besides which, the rapid thaw 
has once again reduced the ground to a state of slush, and the 
roads are as bad, if not worse than ever. The men no longer 
suffer from want of their rations, as, in consequence of the 
efforts lately made during the cold weather to form depots of 
provisioTis in each divisional camp and at ITead-qnartcrs, they 
have not to be fetched from Bn^ilclava. The bringing up pro- 
visions and stores from there to the front is less difficult 
than it was, for the eommissariat have imported a lar^i^o 
quantity of animals ; these die in great numbers daily from 
over-work, but. nevertheless, they keep the depots supplied 
with stores. The liussians appear to be far worse off than we 
are, for we hoar from deserters that the troops in the neigh- 
bourhood of Sevsstopol are dreadfully hard up for provisions, 
and that they have to take from the stores of Sevastopol to 
feed the army on fhe.Belbec ; the want of transport is so great 
that, previous to the heavy &11 of snow, a battalion of in- 
fantry was marched daily from the troops on the Tchemaya 
to Batchi-Serai to return the following day with provisions for 
the whole division. 

There is a report here that the Emperor of Russia is dying : 
this intelligence was brought to ns T>v some Tartars, who 
had come from the interior of the ( riinea, and who said that 
prayei-s are ordered to be offered up for him both in the Greek 
churches and also in the mosques, and that in Simferopol and 
Batchi-Serai pictures are shown about and sold representing 
the Fm]^eror in bed holding a cross in one hand and a sword 
in the other, and underueath an inscription to the effect that 
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he will fight fur the true faith till the last hair of his head." 
They alssu told ii.s ihatthe Tartai population are ordered to con- 
tribute to a fund that liaa been opened for carrying on the 
war ; " but at the same time they are assured that, when the 
invaders (ilie Allies) have been driven into the sea, the Emperor 
guarantees them advantages and improvements they never even 
dreamed of before. Poor devils 1 if these are the conditions, X 
fear their chance is poor indeed. I finish this letter with 
some extracts £rom iny jonmal. 

Jaatiory 16M. — The most disagreeable day we have jet had ; 
a high north wind making the frozen snow drift in clouds, 
which almost blinded one ; indeed at times it was next to im- 
possible to fieuse it. The thermometer was at 20" Fahrenheit, 
liord Baglan, accompanied by only two of his aides-de-camp, 
rode out to the Light Division camp, principally that he 
might take some little comforts and warm things to the poor 
woman who was confined yesterday. On arriving at her 
miserable habitation. Lord Jiaglan got off his horse, and himself 
gave the things he had brought to the wonian and her husband 
the corporal. The man was so overeonie by his Lordship's 
kindness that he had no words to ex[)rcss his thanks, hut Lord 
Ka^j^lan, with liis usual irood-natuie, endeavoured to relieve 
his embarrassment by talking about his child, &c. He after- 
wards went to General Cudrington s tent, and had a long talk 
with him ; and while there a sergeant brought a letter to the 
General reporting the desertion of four men — two from the 
88th regiment, and two from the Koyal ^larines. They had 
gone over to the enemy from the extreme of the trenches on 
our right attack. Two of our sentries saw them, but let them 
pass, as they said they were going to cut wood. When they 
were afterwards seen approaching the Bussian sharpshooters 
they were fired upon by our sentries, but escaped untouched. 

It was ofiicially reported that, last night, 8 men of the 231x1 
regiment died from the cold. Some Tartars returned to 
Head-quarters to-day who had been sent into the interior as 
spies ; they say that the snow is 5 and 6 feet deep between 
Hdaokenzie's Heights and Batohi-Serai, so that all communi- 
cation with the interior is cut off for the present ; that the 
Kussian troops are su tiering much from want of food, the only 
thing they get being black bread. They state that General 
Osten-Sacken is commanding in Sevastopol ; General Gort- 
chakoff is stationed at a faim-house between Sevastopol and 
liatchi-Serai, and commands the divisions covering the road 
to the interior; and Trince iMencliikoif (commander-in-chief) 
is with his head-quarter staf}' at tlie village of Ikdbcc. They 
represent the town of Batchi-Serai as being full of sick and 
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votinded men ; ever}' house is used as a hospital ; the Bussians 
are badly off for doctors and medical stores of eveiy sort, con- 
sequently the sick arc neglected, and Uie nnfortimate inmates 
of the hospitals die by hundreds daily. 

Jainianj \lth, — I heard that the thermometer up at thefit>nt 
was last iii<j;ht at only 11° Fahrenheit ; this morning it was 
20® Fahrenheit outside my habitation. Lord Eaglan, ever 
thoughtful of ofhei'8, sent an officer of his Staff ^vith a lar'xo 
india-rubhtT bag lincl with llaimul (v.liich liad only arrived a 
day or two before, as a prenent to hini from some Iriend in 
England), to the poor woman of the 23rd regiment to lie on, 
in the ho]ie that by this means she wuuld be better protected 
from the damp and cold, lu returning her thanks, she tsaid, 
poor thing, that she and her child were going uu well. 

January \%th, — It began to thaw early this morning, and 
continued to do so all day ; high wind and a driving rain. 
Lord Haglan and the Staff rode down eai ly in the momins to 
Balaklava, and remained there the greater portion of the day, 
Tisiting all the hospitals, and the different regiments and 
works in the neiglibourhood of the town. 

January 19M. — Thaw still continuing. It is wonderful what 
a qtiantity of snow has disappeared during the last 36 hours. 
Dreadfully mnddy ; the roads in a worse state than ever. 
There was a grand ( \)nncil of War of the allied generals and 
admirals at the English Head-quarters, T believe to discuss 
once more about relieving the Eiiglish anuy on the extreme 
right at Inkennann, and also to arrange the manner in wluch 
the treuches are to be constructed to complete the investment 
of Sevastopol on the south side, and, as regards the navy, ihe 
nmuber ofgnns and ammunition that they could supply from 
the allied &ets. 

January 20th, — This day the thaw still continues very 
rapidly. The Bussians made 2 sorties last night, at different 
times, on the French trenches — the first, on their extreme 
left; the enemy were repulsed by a portion of the Ligion 
Mrangeret not without considerable loss to them. The second 
sortie was made more on the cenixe of their works ; here, too, 
considerable fighting took place ; the enemy w^ere soon forced 
to retire, leaving several of their dead behind them. The loss 
of our allies is stated by themselves to be 32 men killed nnd 
wounded. It appears that for the last few days the L'us- 
sians have been adopting a new method of taking prisoners; 
they have employed the lasso^ and T nnderbtand tlmt the 
French have lost several men in this manner; and it is said 
that last night they took 6 or 7 prisoners, who, after having 
driven in the Russians, were lassoed round the body, leg, or 
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arm, and forcibly dragged into the Russian batteries. T hear 
to-day that General C'anrobert intends sending in a letter to 
General Osten-Sackeu, protesting agaiofit this mode of wai-f^ure, 
as being barbarous. 



Head-quarterB before Serastopol, January 23rd, 1855. 

We haye at last got a magnificent day ; almost all the SDffw 
has disappeared, as it has continued thawing ever since I 
wrote on the 20th« On that night the Bussians made another 
Tigorous sortie on the right of Sie French trenches. Our allies 
saw them coming, and went over their parapet to meet them ; 
but being in ^niall force in comparison to the enemy, they 
suffered a good deal, although they repulsed them without 
their having got up to the trenches. The French state their 
loss at 40 casualties ; what the enemy suHiered is unknown, as 
they carried olX their killed and wounded. 

On tlic nioniiug of the 21st the French at length gave txs 
their long-promised assistance on the right. A brigade of in- 
fantry of the list Corps camped closed to our 2nd Division ; 
and in the course of the day all our pickets and guards riglit 
of the Careening Bay ravine were relieved by the French 
troops, thus freeing us of a duty which took no less than 1600 
. men daily ; which will consequently give our men employed 
in the trenches at least one night a week more off duty, hone 
of the navvies have made their appearance yet ; but 2 directors 
or surveyors have been here for some days, marking out the 
line which the lailway is to take; and from what they expect 
in the way of 1 1 >ur from the troops, which wo are totally 
unable properly to spare, as I anticipated, it will be a long 
time before it is available for transporting the stores for the 
troops on the plateau. One of these gentlemen told me the 
otlicr day that it w(juld take oOOO men upwards of a month to 
make the railroad from Balaklava to the plateau ; and his cal- 
culation is made upon the work that navvies Uhually do in 
England. 1 mji^d liuidly remark that it is absurd to suj^pose 
that any of our troops, suffering as they have been for the last 
2 montiks, would be able to do the work which an able-bodied 
navvy, accustomed to the employment, well fed, well-clothed, 
and well-housed, gets through in England. 

We are all very indignant, and much disgusted at the 
repeated attacks made on Lord Baglan and those in authority 
by several of the English newspapers, especially the * Times.* 
The mail came in this morning, and brought us the public 
journals up to the 7th instant. In the * Times ' of 2nd, 3rd, 
and 4th instant there is each day a letter purporting to be 

Q 2 
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written "by officers uut hero, of a charactijr .so discreditable to 
thorn as iiuldiug her Majesty's commissions, that one can 
iiardly believe in their really being the prodnctions of English 
gentlemen. I notice these 3 in particular, as being written by 
officera; those which arc published as being letters from 
aoldiers and amateuTs are unworthy of notice, as men of that 
class rarely have the opportunity uf judging with any fairness 
of the motives of those in authority. "Every man oaa make 
out a grievance for himself ; but I beg you not to be misled 
. by these letters, especially those written by civilians, who, it 
would really appear, come out here for the sole purpose of 
finding fault with evcn tliiii^ and overj'body. 

It may not be out of |)lace here for me to give yon some idea 
of the daily labour of the English Commander-in-Chief. Lord 
Ru;^lan is lie rally up in the morning by 6 A.m., and at this 
time uf the year writes by cainllo-light for an hour or mure 
before his T)i ( akfa8t at 8 o'clock. After that is over, he sees 
the general nfticers of the T lead-quarters Stall, who bring to 
him the morning reportii. Fir«t uf all the Quartermaster Gene- 
ral, then the Adjutant General, then the General of Engineera, 
then the officer commanding the Hoyal Artillery, and twice or 
three times a week, according to circumstances, the Commis- 
sary-General and the Inspector-General of Hospitids, or head of 
the medical department; so every morning of his life Lord 
liaL^liiu has to see 4, and very frequently 0 officers, heads 
of the different departments of the army. The length of time 
that it takes to discuss business with these officers of course 
varies very much ; sometimes they may be disposed of in an 
hour, at others each may take as long. He then writes till 
1 or 2 p. M., at which time he leeeives any of the different 
Generals or other officers who iunv wish to see him on duty. 
He then usually rides out till dusk to the dilferent camps, 
where a<rain he invariably has some object in view, of perhaps 
visiting the lield-huspitals or the utlieers and men of any par- 
ticular brigade or regiment. On returning home, his Lordship 
generally writes till dinner-Ume, which is usually about 8 p.m. 
Most days he has several officers from the camps to dine with 
him, after which he does business with different members of the 
Staff, and almost always writes till paat midnight* I will answer 
for it, that although his Lordship has not the same fatigue to 
go through, there is no officer in this army who is so con- 
stantly at work, or who gives himself so little relaxation. I 
may also mention to you that from the Field-Marshal's disliko 
to anythin<^ approaching parade or ostentation, he usually 
rides out accompanied only by 2 of his aides ric c nnp and 1 
mounted orderly, so that his appearance, to the iminitiated, 
would be only that of any other General uf division or brigade. 
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and would consequently not loe remarked except hy those who 
pass dose by him. \V hen I have mentioned that Lord Raglan 
went out, accompanied by the Staff/' I mean that he was ac- 
companied by officers not only of his personal staft\ but also by 
others belonging to Head-quarters, as, for instance, the Quarter- 
master-General and some of his department, the commanding 
officers of Engineers and Artillery, &c. &c. ; but on these occa- 
sions there are rarely more than 3 or 4 orderlies, so that even 
then the cortepi^e is not mimorons. The escort of cavalry 
attached to Head quarters, of which T have before spoken, are 
used as momited orderlies for the different military depart- 
ments at 1 1( ad-fjuarters, and a hard time they have of it, as 
some of tiiem are per|)etually carrying letters, <fec., day and 
night. In the French army it is invariably the eustom for a 
eneral officer to go about at all times and j-ea.Nuns accompanied 
y a cavalry escort, whether it 1x3 in a French gariiscm town 
or on service in the field. General Canrobert, whenever ho 
goes out, is always accompanied by 6 or 8 ofHcers ut his Stalf 
and an escort of some 20 Hussars, preceded by a porte-drapeau 
hearing the French flag, independently of 1 or 2 spahis,* his 
personal attendants, Tiiis cortege, of course* attracts attention, 
rendered remarkable, as it is, by the porte-cbx^peau and the' 
peonliajT dress of the spahis. 



Hcad-qmurten, before Sevastopol, Jiinaar7 29th, 1855. 

I have but little to tell you this time : nothing of importance 
connected with the siege has happened since I last wrote. 
The weather has much improved and the high winds of the 
last 2 or 3 days have dried tne ground so far as to enable us to 
bring up stores and provisions to the camp ; besides which, 
the materials for numbers of tents have been carried up by our 
men to the front, and some have been erected in ditferent regi- 
ments for their field-hospitals. The French too lately have 
rendered us considerable assistance in getting down our sick 
for embarkation at Balaklava ; their admirable ambulance-mule 
corps, carrying cacfilet^, has removed with great expedition and 
comparative ea.se nnnibers of our sick : T liope ere long we 
may have in our ambulance a corps of the same sort; indeed, 

* The Spahis are a co\-^ of caraliy, raitied by the Fxvndi in Algeria, in 1834; 

it coQsists entirtily of Arabs, whiv find their own hnrse?? and nccmitn'ments, but 
receive aitna and a certain amount of clothing from the Krcucli government. 
They are dressed in the native Arab costume, but wear a crimson cloth burnous 
Inatead of tlit nsnal one of brawn wool. The superior oflioert of tho oornt are 
Frenchmen, the remainder n.itivf Arabs. There never were any number of these 
troojMiin the Crimea. Marshal St. Aniaud had abont l» iO of them as his personal 
escoit ; but after his death these were sent back, 1 believe, to A tgeiia. Ueneral 
Canrobert onlf had one or two of tbem, whom be mad ae bto moonted orderlies. 
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it is all early in course of 01^71 izntian at the recommendatiott 
of Lord Kaglan. As to the hospital-waL'-Lrnii.s sent out from 
Engliind with, the army, and of which so hi m h was thuTi^ht hj 
our uiedicoH in London, they have proved complete failures; 
enormously heavy, auytliin;i; but easy for the unfoitunate men 
they are to carry, one would think they were constructed to 
transport shot and shell rather than human beings, indeed, 
their lumbering size and weight would fit them well as artil- 
lery waggons to carry spare stores. Captain Derriman, B.N., 
at Lord Kagltm*B request, undertook a few days agotoestablisk 
at Balaklava a plaoe where the sick and wounded brought 
down from the front would be under cover, and where they 
could be supplied with hot tea and coffee previous to their 
being taken on hoard ship. Fo r t his purpose Captain Derriman 
has constructed a frame-work of spars, oovered over with the 
awning of his ship, the "Caradoc," as he was unable to procure 
other canvas for that purpose. Inside this sort of shed a fire- 
place has been built, and 2 men are eiujiloyed in continually 
making hot tea and coffee foi- every sick or wounded man -who 
chooses to take it. It is im[)ussible to overrate the comfort of 
this to the p{)or suflerers brought down from the plateau in tho 
cold, after their journey of 2 and 3 horn's' duration. 

Early this morning arrived from Constantinople several 
nurses, under tiie superintendence of 3 ladies, the first of 
whom is styled tiie Mother Mdress," who has the general 
direction of the others. These kind-hearted women have 
petitioned Lord Haglan to allow them to go at once into tiie 
hospital at Balaklava, and have also asked to be allowed to 
attend the field-hospitals in camp. The former Lord Baglan 
has granted, and has given directions for immediate arrange- 
ments to be made for lodging them close to the hospital, with 
such conveniences as circumstances ^^^ll penuit. Their latter 
request Tjord Raglan very properly refused, as he said he 
could not allow them to bo <'\posed to the hardships and trials 
of camp life. I hear that diis morning a ship-load of navvies 
has anivcd at last in Balaklava harbour, so I suppose that the 
railroad will bo now commenced. Considering that the Duko 
of Newcastle said that the navvies would be here by the 20th 
of December last, and in 3 weeks from that date construct a 
tramway that would carry all the requirements for the siego 
and army up to the plateau— and that up to this day nearly 6 
weeks have elapsed before the first detachment of navvies have 
arrived — think some of the abuse so liberally showered on 
the authorities here by the British jmblic for their want of 
arrangement and forethought might fairly be transferred to 
those at home, who have none of the difBlculties to contend 
with which so ^barrass our chie£a« 
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On fhe 25th Lord Raglan, accompanied by two of his per- 
sonal Staff and iho roimnaTidinp; officers of the Royal Engineers 
and lioyal Artiliory and their aides de-camp, went through the 
whole of our trenches, examining everythin<!; in detail con- 
nected with tlie batteries, and inHpectinj:^ minutely our must 
advanced workri, and even going into some of the rifle-pits. 
The enemy were very civil Tipon the whole, and scarcely fired 
• a single round shot during the 4 hours Lord Raglan wa^* in our 
2 attaoks : as vsual, he had several narrow escapes from the 
rifle-balls of the Russian sharpshooters. He frequently would 
remain looking over the parapets for some minutes at a time in 
places where he fancied he gained a new or better view of any 
of the enemy's works, and consequently exposed himself much. 
The 3 following days he yisited successively the different 
divisional camps, beginning at the extreme right with the 2nd 
Division, and concluding at Balaklava with the cavalry and 
Sir Colin Campbcirs command. The French have lately 
received a very largo rriTTforcomoTit in the nhape of a whole 
division of infantiy of the line, mustering upwards of 10,000 
fresh troops : another division of the line is shortly expected, 
and already a portion of the Garde Imperiale has appeared, of 
which there is to be a strong brigade out here : these, to the 
number of BOO men of the voltigeurs, arrived oft" Kamiesch, 
direct from Marseilles, in tho " liipon," English steam trans- 
port 



CHAPTEB XIL 

Desertion of Polish officer in Russian service — Arrival of Generals Lord Rokeby 
. and Barnai-d — Promised aid of Sardinia— ' Sortie on the French — ** Fort 
Victoria" — Colonels Yei\ and E^^erton — N'nrses in tlie general hospital — 
Murder of an Engli^ih soldier — ''Cool hamls the blue-jarket^s " — Arrival of 
(ieueral Jones, R.E., and (n-neral Niol — Navvies — Hxcess of winter clothing 
for the army — French loi>ses — Tlie MaLikoti' the key of Sevastopol — Keturn. 
of Sir Qforge Brown ^French €orp»4'anntfe ^New Fr»nch* attack against 
SevttBtopol — Railway — Lord Raglan inspects the defences of Balaklai^a — 
Recall of Lord Lucan — Tartar spy — Attsclc on finpatoria^ Russians repulsed 
— Casualties of the Turks — Sir Colin Campbell's reconnaissaoos — Severity 
of the weatlior — Serious affair b('t\v«vn the French and Russians — Devotion 
and brivf ry of the Zonaves — Their dreadful losses — Speeches of Sir De Lacy 
Evans and Lord ("ardigaa — Lord Stratfoid's intcUiiience — Suspension of hos- 
tilities — Euein J sink four more ships — Colonel Steel's propositi — Return of 
General Pemi^itlier Expected tI^ of tbe Emperor Napoleon. 

Head -quarters before Sevastopol, February 6th, 1855. 

As I missed the last mail, being occupied on duty^ I will giv© 
70U some notes ixom mj journal 
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Jamiwry ZOth. — 'J\vo deserters came in from Sevastopol late 
last evening at different parts of our trenches ; both wei^e Poles 
in the Russian artillery. One was a cadet, acting as a snbal- 
tern officer (the first who has deserted over to the xVUies), and 
the other a bombardier. They informed us that the Grand 
Dukes Nieliolas and Michael both aiTived in Sevastopol two 
days ago, and had been inspecting all the works ui the town, 
and reviewing the troops, giving those who had distinguished 
themselves decorations and money. Tliey stated that yester- 
day the Grand Dukes made a reconnaissance from the town 
of the ground in front of Inkermann, in the dross of private 
soldiers, so as not to attract the attention of the French sharp- 
shootei'B. The bomhardier said he thought that the Bnssianp 
intended to make another attack on the Engli^ nght, and 
try and force their way into our camp at the same point 
which they had hoped to have attained at the battle of Inker- 
mann, viz. by the Careening Bay ravine ; but the cadet said 
that it was not at all likely they would ;ittempt anything of 
the sort, as there was only one battery of field-artillery in the 
town, all the rest having gone in lelays to Simferopol, to be 
repaired and recruited for future service. The latter part of 
the cadet's statement was fully confirmed by a Tartar bj N ^vho 
had been sent out by Mr. Calvert, and who returned fiuin 
Simferopol late last night. He states that the Russians are 
repairing quantities of field-artillery at that town, where a 
great establishment has been fonned for the purpose, and that 
a large number of wheels and different parts of gun*carriages 
have been sent firom Nicholaieff and other towns in the south 
of Hussia, together with artificers and workmen. He also 
said that the army continued to suffer much from want of 
provisions, and that it was ahnost impossible for civilians to 
procure food even at enormous prices, and that all the cavalry, 
except those at Sak, wat(^hing Eupatoria, have been sent far 
into the interior towards the I'utrid Sea, as in the plains there 
are large quantitieH of forage, which, from the utter want of 
transport, it is inqMjssible to bring up to the great cavalry 
camps, near the towns. 

Her Majesty\s ship Ht. Jean d'Acre," 90-gun screw steam- 
ship, arrived oif Balaklava early this moraing, with 640 men, 
dniU to different regiments ; also two major-generals, viz. 
Lord Bokeby, to command the brigade of Guards,- a&d General 
Barnard, to command a brigade of the 3rd Division. 

Januofy Slst, — Very cold again to- day, with sleet blowing 
about, penetrating through every nook and cranny of one's hut 
or tent. ' I understand to-day that two divisions of Sardinian 
infimtry, mustering 16,000 men, are under orders for the 
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Crimea, and are to be attaobed to tbe English aimy under tbe 
oommand of Lord Raglan. A very spirited thing of the Sar- 
dinian government, to join a cause at the yery moment when 
its BQccess seems dubious, or at any rate not altogether certain. 
They are to be brought here by English transports, and wiU 
form a most valuable reinforcement to the allied armies. 

February 1st* — The Kunsians made a most vigorous sortie 
from the town on the French last night. Thoy came in large 
force up the ravine from the Man-of-war Creek, towards the 
English three-giin battery, between the English and French 
attacks. They took the French pickets who guarded tbe 
ravine by surprise, and captured 1 officer and 1 7 men, some of 
whnni ai 0 said to have been woimded. Tlit'so men were taken 
with, but little resistance; but there wuk sufficient noise to 
alarm the neighbouring? pickets and supports, who went for- 
ward to their assistance. In the lueaii time the enemy ad- 
vanced, and got into a pcu-tion of the French wurks, that is to 
say, into a sort of covered -way they were conjstnicting to con- 
nect the left of our three-gun battery* with their advant * d 
parallel ; and the probable object of the sortie was to stop tiie 
progress of this work. On the suj)])()rt8 coming; up, they were 
at first thrown into some sort of eonfubiijn by their own work- 
ing parties, who were retiring before the enemy ; but these 
liaving passed, they met the Bussians, and a furious hand-to- 
hand combat ensued, which lasted upwards of 20 minutes. 

The night was so dark that it was difficult to distinguish 
Mend from foe ; both sides appear to have got into confusion ; 
ihe^ officers of each party perpetually called off and rallied 
their men, and returned to the attack ; but finally the Russians 
retired, though but slowly, carrying their killed and wounded 
with them, and followed by the fire from the French supports 
and also by 2 iield<^pieoes, which opened upon them with grape, 
so that their loss must necessarily have been considerable. 
This morning not a body was to be seen along the route by 
whioh they retired. The French loss is very severe : 1 field- 
officer and 1 captain of engineers, who had the direction of the 
working-party constructing the new approach, were both 
killed : 3 officers of the line are, I understand, dangerously 
wounded (one, it is said, mortally) ; 14 men were killed, and 
27 wounded. 

In the afternoon Lord Baglan rode out to the 3rd Division, 
and visited the hospitals. In the ufiicial report this morning 

* It 11M7 be as well to remind my readers thftt the " En^ifth thne-gtm bat- 
tery " was perfectly dt tuchiKi from the rest of our siege- woi ks, as it was placed 
on a spur runuing into the Man-of-war Creek iaviue, from the plateau on which 
were the French trenches. 
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T SCO that no less thfin ^500 men have "Keen sent down sick to 
the <];eneral hospital at Scutari during the month of Jauiiaiy. 

Fefjruan/ 2nd. — ^Tiaining all day. liOrd Kaglan rode out ia 
the aftcriioou and visited the Li^lit Division ; he afterwards 
made a reconnaissance on foot, accompanied by 2 of his aides- 
de camp and a statf officer of engineers, of the gronnd between 
our ri^ht attack and the extronitv of the harbour of Sevas- 
topol, and where it is proposed that the French shall shortly 
break^onnd. On returning he inspected the redoubt which 
16 being constmcted by the French troops, and is called by 
them Port Victoria.** This is to command more completely 
the Careening Bay ravine, and also some high ground between 
our right attack and the Malakoff tower. The French have an 
idea (for what reason I am unable to state) that the Russians 
are going to attack us on this ground to-morrow morning, and 
are therefore hurrying on the constniction of the redoubt, and 
have brought up 8ome aiiilleiy and tubes for firing rockets, 
which have been placed so as completely to sweep the ground 
in front of the work. 

Lord liaghan subsequently visited the 4tk Division. Every- 
wheie he was told by comnianding officers of regiments that 
their men were improving in health and spirits. There aro 
a good many wooden huts now erected at the front ; almost 
every regiment has 1 or 2 as its field-lumital; and 2 regi- 
ments of the Light Biyision (the 7th Fusileers and {he 77th 
regiment) haye each got 5 huts completed, independent of 
their hospital. These 2 regiments are indebted, I believe, for 
their present efficient state chiefly to the rigid discipline that 
has invariably been maintained by their respective lieutenant- 
colonels, viz. Colonel Yea and Colonel Egerton. From the 
first these officers have never allowed the hardships of the 
campaign to interfere with the regular course of duty, and 
have never relaxed their discipline one iota more than ab- 
solutely uecessary ; and the consequence is, that, although 
they have sullered more from loHses in action than almost any 
other regiments in the ariny, from the brilliant and prominent 
parts they took at the battlen of Alma and Tnkermann, yet they 
are, i iiiiiily believe, at tlie present moment in a more efficient 
state than any other regiments who landed with the army in 
the Crimea in September last. 

F^ruary Ml, — A miuerably cold, raw day ; snow on the 
ground some three inches deep, which fell during the n^ht* 
Lieutenant Eosser (lOih Hussars) ariived to-day at Head- 
quarters from Bombay, with despatches for Lord Baglan, 
respecting the arrival of the 10th Hussars, who are shortly 
expected in Egypt from India, and who ar^ to be brought oa 
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here to reinforce the cavaliy division wbenever Lord Baglaa 
may think proper. 

Februaty 4th. — Last night it fioze harder than it has yet done 
this winter, the thennometfr going down to 10^ Fahrenheit. 
A French artillery-man was found frozen to death this morning, 
just outside the English Head«qnarter8. Lord Kaglan and the 
Staff rode down to Bakklava, and went through the hospitals. 
He found the 8 nurses in full employment ; and the medical 
officers said they were of great assistance to them, as they 
made slops and messes for the sick. ^Vith the exception of the 
B ladies, thev aro none of tbeni voinif^, all rather fat and 
motherly-loolvini; women, and quite come up to ones idea of 
orthodox nni>>»'h. 

Fclirnary oth. — Magnificent weather, thawing all day. A 
man of the 9th foot (batman to an officer) was found this 
morning dead on the road-side between the Col and lialaklava; 
he had evidently been murdered, as his body was stiij)jted. 
His head hud been naich knocked about with some blunt in- 
strumenL and his face was covered with bloc>d. There wtie 
also manes round his neck, which looked as if he had been 
strangled : suspicion^ from this last fact, falls on its having 
been oommitted either by a Turk or by one of the TiraiUenra 
Indigenes, as with them it is a common way of putting a man 
to death. Inquiries have been instituted, and a large reward 
offered for the apprehension of the murderer. 

When out ridmg to-day I met some sailors, one of whom 
was leading a pony, rather a good-looking beast, so the fol* 
lowing short dialogue ensued between us : — 

I. — " Who does that pony belong to ? ** 

He. — " It's mine, yer honour." 

T.— Where did you get him? " 

He, — " Why, I found him, yer honour.** 

T. — " And what are you going to do with him?'* 

He. — *' Why, sell him, yer honour; may be you*d like to 
buy him ; he's chape at n pound." 

However, not wishing to become a purchaser of found (?) 
goods, I rode on. Cool hands these blue-jackets ; they bag no 
end of ponies nnd animals every day, and then sell them to 
anybody for a sovei eign. Indeed, it has become such an esta- 
blished fact that the sailors are very handy at a}>propriating 
stray cattle, that if an officer loses a baggager he alwiiys goes, 
or sends his sei'A'ant, to tlie Naval Brigade camp, where he not 
nnfrequently finds his missing property. But Jack invariably 
demands a fee for taking care of what he calls tlie "dumb 
baste." 

F^uary da^y^^We have just heard that the 
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"Princess Eoyal/* 90-gan Borew steamship, has arrived off 
Karaiesch with Oeneral Jones, II. E., on board. Tie has been 
sent out l)y the English Government to take connuand of tlie 
I{o\ al Engineer's : and I am sorry to say it is to be feared 8ir 
John Hurgoyne will be obliged to return home to resume his 
important (Inties as Inspector-General of Fortifications. I 
believe, just for the present, lie remains with lis. The French 
Government have sent out (general 'Siel to examine into the 
state of the French siege-works, and report to the Emperor 
Ms opinion of tbeir efficiency. He arrived a few days ago, and 
has since tlien been carrying on his inTestigations. 

The navvies, I nndei«tand» have arrived to the number of 250 
some days ago, and commenced their labours by constructing 
a large wharf . to land the very heavy materials for the proposed 
railroad. They appear to work hard, and get on very well 
with the soldiers; but some little discontent has been occa- 
sioned among the latter by the navvies resting on a Sunday, 
whereas, of course, tlie troops are not allowed to do so. It 
may appear to you in England. Rtranpre that there is fiot some 
difference made between the iSuuday and the week-day out 
here; that is tjuite impossible, for there is not time enough to 
get through properly half tbe work that has to be done by our 
small force. Indeed 1 do not know that it would be any ad- 
vantage to the men to have an entirely idle day ; as it would 
probably only lead to drunkenness, and possibly, insubordi- 
nation. For instance, last Sunday afternoon 1 wjas sent down 
to Balaklava on dnty, and at every turn of the road was met 
by a drunken navvy. I inquired of one of the overseers if 
there was no restraint to be kept over them, and he told me 
they had to attend serv ice on board one of their ships in the 
morning ; but after that they had nothing more to do for the 
rest of the day ; the consequences of this are as I have stated. 
I think if the (^oveniment send out a body of men to work 
with the army in the field, they ought not to enjoy more ex- 
emption from labour than the troops. They get very high 
pay, more than four times that given to the soldier ; are better 
clothed, better fed ; have none of his dangers to encounter, 
and but few of his hardships. 



Head-qnarten before SerMtopol, February 12tli, 1855. 

No offensive movement on the part of the enemy worth 

recording has taken place since I last wrote; the weather, 
although still changeable, has certainly improved. All the 
men have now got plenty of warm things, indeed more than 
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they want, for several commanding oificers oi regiments have 
applied to the Quartermaster-General to retmn bonie of their 
clothes into store. The other night, when it was very cold, I 
asked a sentry at Head-quarters if he was comfoitable, to 
which he replied, I shoiUd be. Sir, only I have got on such 

a b y lot of clothes/* This will give you some sort of 

idea of iSae feeling of the men about it. 

I see in one of the last * Times ' it is stated that we had bor- 
rowed from the French 25,000 great-coats for the use of the 
troops ; this is- totally untrue : when the winter dothing for 
the French army arriyed, General Canrobert sent Lord Baglan 
tico sheepskin coats as specimens of that article provided for 
the French. I suppose this is the foimdation of the * Times ' 
correspondent's repoit. Then the same newspaper informs us 
that ** the Fi encli and Turks are nearly all hutted, but none of 
the Kn<i;lisli;" two or tlircc days ago 270 huts, capable of 
holding between 5000 and GOOO men, were officially reported 
as havinjjc been put up in the iMifjlish anny. I have never yet 
seen a Fi eneh hut, except a lew at the i lench Head-quailers 
for the use of the general Staff, but I understand that some 
have arrived a few days ago at Kamiesch. As to the Turks, 
they certainly have got a great number of their men in 
burrows, but this plan would appear hardly advisable for us to 
adopt, as the awful mortality' anion^ our Mahometan allies is 
attributed by the medical men m a great meajsuro to their 
living underground. I am thankful to say that for the last 
fortnight the health of the army has improved ; and althou^^h 
the number of sick has not diminished to any great extent, yet 
there is a decided amendment in their general state. 

The other day I saw the official return of the number of 
deaths in the general hospitals at Scutari during the month of 
January ; I am sorry to say they amounted to no less than 
1461 British soldiers. I may mention to you what was told 
me yesterday by a Staff officer attached to the French Head* 
quarters, to show you that the losses of our allies in sick have 
been in proportion as great as our own. He said that 117,000 
men of all ranks have left France and Algeria to form the 
amy in the East since March, 1854 ; and that they have now 
only 84,000 men, and of these upwards of 7000 are sick in the 
Crimea. Ho also told me a case of one of their regiments 
(the 42nd of the line) reduced in the same lamentable manner 
as our C3rd regiment. It landed in the Crimea after our 
arrival before Sevastopol, then mustering 2700 men, and the 
remnant of 147 men left here about 10 days ago on its return 
to France to be re-formed. 

Since I last wrote to you the French have commenced open- 
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ing a fresh attack against the defences of the town, from the 
Malakoff Tower to the harbour of Seyastopol ; it will be a 
work of considerable time and labour before completed euffi- - 
ciently to open fire against the enemy's batteries. I under- 
stand that this resolution on the part of Greneral Ganrobert 
was finally adopted by the advice of General Kiel, who 
difFei-s altogether with General Bizot (Chef dn Corps du 
O^nie) as regards the proper point of attack for the reduction 
of the town ; General Bizot's opinion being, as I some time 
ago mentioned to you, that the Bastion du Mat is its vulner- 
able point. On the other hand General Kiel takes the view 
wliich Sir John Burgoyne has held from the very first, viz. 
that the Malakofi' is the key of Sevastopol. The consequence 
of this is, that at last tlic French will adopt the first plan pro- 
posed to General Canrobort by Lord Baglan at tlic suggestion 
of 6ir .John l>urgo\Tie. It is now much to be himcnted that 
our allies did not iu the first instance give way to Sir John's 
aiguments, as [here can be no doubt, humanly speaking, of 
the capture of the town, li his propositions had been carried 
out. 

I have just seen Sir George Brown, on his return from visit- 
ing the Light Division, he having landed thk morning at 
Eazatch Bay. He is looking remarkably well, and he told me 
himself that he had quite recovered his health, except thai hid 

arm is still rather stiff from the wound he received at Inker- 
mann. One of his aides de-camp said that his reception by the 
men of the Light Division was most enthusiastic. He is the 
test reinforcement the army has received for the last 3 months. 

As usual I will conclude my letter with extracts from 
my journal. 

February 1th. — Tt i^juned the greater part of to-day, so that 
there is but very little snow left, and that only under shel- 
tered spots. Lord Ivaglan went to the French PTead-quartei^s, 
and had a long confeience with General Canrobert. I under- 
stand he told Lord T^aglan that it was in contemplation to 
fonn the French troops in the (Jnmea into two Corps d armee : 
the 1st to consist of those troops wliich have already been 
named the Coi-ps de Siege, and which is to be placed under the 
command of General F^lisi^ier, who is shortly expected from 
Oran in Afirica ; the 2nd to consist of the troops now on the 
rear of the Plateau and in the works hefore Ii^ermann, he- 
sides those to be employed in the new attack against the 
town; this Corps is to he under the command of General 

Bosquet. 

Two deserters came in to-day ; one from the town (a Pole), 
who said that_a new division had just arrived there to relieve 
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one which was to go to the north bide of ilic harbour ; the other 
belonged to the Kussian troops near the Tchernaya : he says 
that &e BuBsian force there consists of three regiments of 
in&ntry, two batteries of artillery, and some squadrons of 
Oofisadcs. He also says the infantry are much reduced by 
sickness, and the whole force there do not muster more than 
6500 effectlTe men ; one battalion marches daily to Batchi- 
Serai and returns the following day with bread and other pro- 
visions for the remainder. 

February Qth, — The new attack against the town between the 
Itfalakofif Tower and the harbour was commenced last night 
by the French, who broke gr ound on the right of the second 
parallel of onr rip^ht attack. Two heavy batteries, one of 8, 
and the other of 1 5 guns, are to be constructed. At present it 
is proposed that ihcy shonld be armed with English ordnance 
and manned from the Eoyal Artillery, but the trenches are 
to be guarded by French infantry. This arrangement will 
probably be changed. Lord lui<i;lan received a telegraphic 
message from London this afternoon announcing tliat Her 
Majesty's Minibter.s had resigned in cun.sequenco of a motion 
having been brought forw^ard in the House of Commons by 
Mr. Boebuck of want of confidence in the Government by 
the Houses of Parliament." For the Government, 146 ; 
against, 305. Majority against, 159. The message went on 
to say that the Qneen had sent to Lord Derby to form an 
administration. Lord Baglan and the Staff rode round the 
divisions at the front this afternoon ; it rained hard the greater 
part of the time, so we were drenched to the skin. 

Felrruary ^th.—l had to go down on duty to the cavalry camp 
and afterwards on to Balaklava ; the navvies are getting on 
very well with the railroad, and have already laid down 300 or 
400 yards of rails, so ihat they have g(^t out of the toM'n. The 
line is laid down from the piinci]ial wharf close to tlie o over- 
nor's old honsc, and runs along the chief street of Balaklava ; 
it is intended that upoTi leaving the town it shall continue 
along the road by the side of the hail:»our, after which it is to 
leave the road, and then is to take the centre of the valley up 
io the village of Kadakoi. It is then to turn roTuul the base 
of the hill on which is stationed General Vinoy's brigade of 
French infantiy% and from there be carried up a considerable 
ascent, at the top of which is to be the first stationary engine ; 
then taking a wmding course it will gradually ascend until it 
reaches the plateau near the Col. From there it can be car- 
ried in any direction that may be thought proper. The dis- 
tance from Balaklava up to the Col, taking its winding course 
into consideration, will be nearly 4 miles. GeneralJones, lt.£., 
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arrived up at Head-quarters this afternoon, and takes up 

his residence here in a hut that has been prepared for 
him. It rained at intervals during the day with occasional 
snow. 

February 1 0th. — A good deal of rain and snow fell during 
\\m night: the ground ac^in is in a shocking state. Lord 
Eaglan rode ^down with the Stall' to Balaklava : just as he 
reached Cu'ueral Vinoy*s camp above Kadakoi, a gun was tired 
from one of our ie«l()ul)ts, and a shell burst at the foot of C'an- 
robert's hill, which wai> iiiiniediately followed by a second in 
the same directiou. I was sent down to ascertain the cause, 
and, on arriving at the battery, was iiifurnied that they liad 
fired at a deserter or spy from our lines; they supposed liiiu to 
bo a sailor, as he was dressed in a loose blue jacket, but he 
was too &r off for them to be sure ; he escaped unhurt and 
was seen fraternizing shortly after with a picket of Cossacks. 
Lord Haglan afterward went round the whole of the lines in 
the neighbourhood of Balaklava, and complimented Sir Coliu 
Campbell on the highly efficient state of the works under his 
command. General Jones, who accompanied Lord Baglan» 
also expressed his perfect satisfaction at the manner iu 
which the batteries were constructed and their general plac^ 
ment. 

Februm-y 'Wth. — It rained all last night, and up to 4 p.m. this 
day, when it tiu'ned into snow, which fell in considerable 
quantities for some hours, and in the evening it froze hard. 
I was told to-dav bv a French Staff-ofiicer that a single l ound 
shot from the enemy killed 8 men in their trenches, who were 
marching in file to relieve sentries. 

During last night the Russians made a sortie upon the 
French trenches, and came out in considerable force with a 
great beating of drums and blowing of trumpets, and under 
cover of a tremendous cannonade kept up from all their bat- 
teries ; but, finding our allies fully prepared for them, they 
retired without attacking. An officer who was in the trenches 
at the time said it was one of the heaviest cannonades he had 
ever witnessed, and that at one and the same moment a salvo 
of large shells was discharged to the number of 27; but 
strange to say, with all this, the French declare they had not a 
single man killed or wounded 1 

February 12th (this day). — It froze very hard again last 
night (thermometer 21° Fahrenheit), and was dreadfully cold, 
as there was a good deal of wind. This morning, however, the 
wind went down, aiid the sun came out with so much power 
that the snow is rapidly thawizig. 
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Head-quarten before Sevastopol, Febroaiy 20th, 1855. 

As there have been so many varied incidents since my last 
letter, it will be perhaps clearer if I give you more extracts 
from my Journal. 

Febraaiy — Pouring rain all day. This morning Lord 
Baglan sent Colonel Steele, his military secretary, down to 
Lord Lucan with a despatch from the Dnke of Newcastle, in 
-which he was informed that he was recalled from the command 
of the cavalry in the Ciiniea. As far as I imderstand, the 
reason of this is, that Lord Lucan objected to an expression 
in Lord Raglan's despatch of the battle of Balaklava, and wrote a 
remonstrance to him on the subject. Lord Kaglan recommended 
Loi*d Lucan to withdraw his letter, but on his refusal it was 
forwarded to the Duke of Newcastle (Minister of \N ar), who 
with tbe conciiirence of Lord ilardinge (General commamling- 
in-chief) decided that it was necessary for him to be recalled ; 
for it would he incompatible for Lord liaglaii, as Oommander- 
in-Chief, to retain a lieutenant general in au important com- 
mand, after he (the lieiiteiiant-general) had thought proper to 
censure his judgment. I hear Lord Lucan was very muck 
annoyed at ins iccail, more Obpeciaily as the date of the Duke 
of Newcastle's despatch is of the 27th of Januaiy, only 2 days 
before the Duke was ont of office by the resignation of minis- 
ters. Lord lUglan went out this afternoon and visited the drd 
and 4th Biyision camps. 

F^ruary — ^Last night the enemy only fired two round 
shots at our benches, 1 of which took off the left legs of 2 men 
posted as double sentries ; the one in front had his leg taken 
off aboTe the knee, and the other below it ; the latter screamed 
so dreadfully from pain, that he was heard by the sentries- in 
camp : both men were immediately carried in, and had their 
shattered limbs amputated. Lord Kaglan received a tele- 
graphic despatch infoiTning hini that. Lord Derby being un- 
able to form an administjation, iJer JMajcsty had sent for Lord 
Palmei-bton. The despatch did not mention who was to be the 
new Minister of \\ ar. In the afternoon Lord Eaglan rode 
down to Balaklava, visited the ordnance stores, and afterwards 
went through all the hospitals. 

Fehnuuy Ihth. — Beautiful day. The 7th French Division 
marched this moruuig from near the Fi'cneh liead-(|uarti is, 
and camped on the extreme right, opposite Inkeimann. They 
are to form pagrt of the Corps de Siege for the new attack. To* 
day I went oyer the new French works between our right 
attack and the harbour of Seyastopol ; their most advanced 
musketry-trench overlooks Careening Bay. During the time 1 



Digitized by Google 



2^ 



ATTACK ON EUPATORU» .Chap. Xll. 



was there some officers of the Corps du Genie were marking 
out a large battery, whicli is V> bo commenced this evening ; 
and the mnsketiy-trench is to be converted into a regular pa- 
rallel. The Russian riflemen, in pits about 500 yards off, 
kept a smart fire upon us the whole time ; and more than once, 
where the parapet was only partially constinicted, we had to 
cra^'l upon our hands and knees, and even then with consider- 
able risk of being shot across the back. 

Admiral Sir Edmund Lyons hoisted his flag to-day on board 
his new ^jhip the *' l^oyal Albert." Lord Raglan received 
a tele^rajiliic niessa<;c from the Oonsul-General at Bucharest, 
informing him that the new Minister of War was to be Lord 
Panmure. 

Febrmrtf \^th. — Yery line and mild. A Tartar spy sent out 
by Calvert five days ago returned this morning from Simfer- 
opol and Batchi-Serai. He represents the litussiaa (soldiers as 
suffering very much from want of meat, for they get nothing 
.but black bread. He says that the road between Batchi-Serai 
and Sevastopol is strewed with loaded waggons full of powder 
and clothing for the besieged, as all the draft-horses have died 
from over-work and want of forage ; but that large quantities 
of cattle dragging waggons full of forage were daily expected 
from the interior, lie overtook on the road a body of 12,000 
infantry on march from Simferopol to Eupatoria, He told us 
also that every now and then reinforcements arrive from Eus- 
sia of 500 to 1000 men each, belonging to the 6th corps. He 
represents the number of sick at Simferopol and Batchi-Serai 
as being something quite prodigious ; fho cholera liai^ broken 
out amonn^st them, and the ]Joor ereatures suffer dreadfully 
both fi oiu want of doctors and medicines ; they consequently 
die daily by hundreds. 

F&brbuirij nth. — Snow falling all day, though not very boa- 
vilv. Lord Eaglan rode out and visited the camps along the 
front, viz. the 3rd, 4th, Light, and 2nd Divifsions. In spite of 
the perpetual change of weather the sickness in the army is on 
the decrease ; but nevertheless the field-hospitals have great 
numbers of inmates. 

Ffbruaxy 18£A. — ^Fine and mild. This morning Lord Eag- 
Ian received despatches from Eupatoria, informing hhn that at 
daylight yesterday morning the enemy advanced in great 
force against the entrenchments round that town. The attack 
was made with great determination ; and,.under cover of the fire 
of 80 pieces of artillery, the Russians advanced tP within a few 
yards of the wj^rks of the place. They continued their attack 
for upwards of four hours, but were finally driven back in great 
^onfiision by the garrison. Omer Pasha commanded the 
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defcTice iu person, Tlie details oi the attack will bo sent 
to-murruw. 

I rode down to Balaklava on duty in the moiiniig. The 
railroad is making cuuiiiderable projrrcss, having nuail^ arrived 
Tip to the village of Kadakoi. It decided this afternduu 
at a C uuneil ul" War ut" the allied Generals that the L'nRsian rurce 
near Tchurguuu (consisting, aeeordiug to the aceuunis ut" uur 
Bpies and deserters, of about 7000 men and a cumplete bat- 
tery of field artillery of 8 guns) shall be attacked at daylight on 
the 20th instant by 12,000 French and BOOO English troops.* 

February 19th* — ^Another fine day. This morning o deserters 
from the town came over to ns. They were all Poles, in the 
Biissian naval service. One of them stated that he had been 
a clerk in one of the military offices, and that some days ago 
the 12th and 16th Bussian divisions were ordered to Enpatona, 
and a part of the 14th division since. We told him of the 
repulse they had met with, much to his astonishment, as he 
said he had heard nothing of it. He also says that the Thushian 
force at the attack on Eupatoria could not have exceeded from 
22,000 to 26,000 infiantry, and, perhaps, l^OOO aililleiy. The 
two Grand Dukes were yesterday in the town, but reside 
habitually at Prince Menchikofifs head-quarters, at the village 
of Belbec. 

Lord liaglan received another despatch from Eupatoria, 
giving the details of the Russian attack on that place on the 
17th instant. The following account is taken from a descrip- 
tion given me by an officerf present at the time, who him- 
self tuuk a difstinguishod paii in tlie defence of the town. 

ft would appear that Omer I'iisha was aware, ever since his 
arrival iu the Crimea, of the probability of an attack from the 
enemy, and it was reported that ]X)!silive orders liad been 
received by the Russian Generals, from the Kmperor Nicholas, 
to drive the Turks into the sea, and raze Eupatoria. A veiy 
indifferent line of earth furtilication had been constructed 
round the town, and at the time of the attack, was hi an in- 
complete state. The undulating nature of the steppe in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the town, favoui ed the enemy in 
concentrating their troops within a short distance, without 
the gBjrison being in the least aware of their yicinity. The 

* The reason of the Allies taking so large a foire, viz, 15,000 mpti, to attuck 
only 7000 Russians, w is in the hope of preventing an uuneceesary sacrifice of life, 
a<? it was thoii^hf tlt.it the enemy wouKl in all probability surrender when they 
It uiid their retreat cut oif and a body of troops over double their number opposed 
to them. 

t Lieut^-Colonel Ou)eli. The author takes this oppottanity of acknowledging 
hk kindness in furnishing him vith these details. 
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i^iyui^u^ Ly Google 



2U ATTACK ON EUPATORU. ,Chap. XIL 

chain of Kiissian viilottes prevented the possibility of making 
any rccomiai«sance except in force. On the night of the 
Itith, under cover of darkness, the enemy placed 80 pieces of 
artilleiy in a curved line round the front of the town^ about 
dOO paces from the most advanced Turkish work. At the 
point of day, (shortly after 6 o'clock) on the morning of the 
1 7th, the Russians opened a heavy cannonade from their artil- 
lery against the derenoes of Eupatoria, and continued firing 
mthout intermission for upwards of tw^o hours, during which 
time they considerably damaged the earthworks, and succeeded 
in dismounting nearly a third of the guns of the place. The 
Turks behaved with the greatest courage and endurance, espe- 
cially in the most advanced earthwork, which, armed with only 
3 field pieces, was under the command of Selim Pasha, the chief 
of the Egyptian troops, who himself set an example of heroic 
bravery. He was unfortunately killed during the action. 
The Russians had sharpshooters placed in rifle-pits, which 
had been constructed during the previous night on either side 
and between each of their gims. These men, aiming at the 
Turkish enibmsures, did great execution amongst the gunners. 
During their furious cauuouade, the enemy's infantry had been 
formed up in heavy masses for the assaidt of the town on three 
different points. The column to attack the left, was preceded by 
a large body of cavalry, who were severely knocked about by the 
well-directed fire of 2 field<guns>judieiou8ly brought to bear 
upon them as they advanced. These field-pieces were com- 
manded by Lieutenant-Colonel Cadell, a young English officer 
of the Hon. East India Company's service, who is attached with 
some others to the Turkish army. The Bussian cavalry also 
suffered considerably from some shells thrown at long range into 
their flanks, firom H.M.S. "Valorous." This cross-fire checked 
their further progresf^ and compelled them to retire, the 
column of infantry folloAving their example. Upon this 
Colonel Cadell tunied his field-pioces against the Kussian 
artillery, and placed them so advantageously as to enfilade a 
portion of their line of ginis. The enemy finding themselves 
taken in flank, sent up a reserved field-battery to counteract 
their effect, ])iit in spite of thi«, the Turkish gunners managed to 
hold their own laitil ordered by Omer Pasha to another position. 

During this time, a far more important assault had been 
taking place on the extreme right. The enemy advanced 
heavy luasses of in&ntry , under cover of the fire of two troops 
of horse artillery, and passing through a cemetery which 
afforded them partial cover, pushed on with determined reso- 
lution up to the edge of the mtch, surrounding this portion of 
Eupatona. They had brought up scaling-ladders and materials 
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for filling up the ditch to faoilitate tlie crossing of their troops^ 
but they were destined to succeed no further, for the vo]]. ys 
poured into them hy the Turkish infantry, who lined the 
parapets at only a few yards distance, threw them into com- 
plete disorder. ITieir confiision was augmented by some 
shells fired into their left rear from H3I. ^mboat "Viper," 
and also some rockcte from a boat of H. M. S. " Furious.** 
Keveilhcless, witli t^ieat deteniiination, the column of attack 
was to a certain extent reorganized, and they aprain advanced to 
the assault, but without any more success thiai before. This 
time, a portion of the Turkish troops siilliod out and pursued 
them for a considLiuljK distance, killing every unfortunate 
man they overtook, wiiliout attempting to mako ]>risoners. 
The Russians, seeing the utter failure of their two attacks on 
the left and right of the town, declined attempting any further 
assault, although they had a heavy column in their centre, 
formed up apparently for that purpose. Accordingly, about 
10 o'clock, they began a geneiul retreat, which was accom- 
plished in perfect order, and carried with them their woimded, 
and even a laige portion of their killed. To the last their 
line of ariOleiy kept np a heavy cannonade, sacceeding in 
almost entirely silencing the guns of the place. From the 
statements of me few prisoners taken, it would appear that it 
was the intention of ^e enemy, if tiiey sacceeoea in pene- 
trating into any portion of the town, to have set it on fire ; 
and for this purpose, eveiy in&ntry soldier was provided with 
a small faggot of wood, thousands of which were found strewed 
about the ground, after the Hussians had retreated. The 
losses of me Turks are stated by Qmer Fasha to be as 
fidlows:^ 

Eni«d. Wounded. 

Officers 7 10 

JfcQ 80 267 

S7 277 
Total Cttoaltiei 864 

They had also 79 horses killed, and IS woimded. The 
French, who had a dot a dun cut of about 2u0 men in the 
town, lost 4 men killed, and U wounded. The enemy *s loss 
it in difficult to state. The Turks say they have collected for 
interment upwards of 450 Kussian bodies, atid their loss is 
variously stated at from 1000 to 3000 caisualties, besides '600 
horses left dead on the field. 

This afternoon (February 19th^ Lord Baglan rode down to 
Eadakoi, and had a long talk with Sir Colm Campbell about 
the proposed attack upon the Bussian force near Tchorgoun 
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to mon-ow morning. It was settled that Sir Colin shonld take 
with him the brigade of 1 Highlanders, and the 14th and Tlst 
regiments, witli 800 horses of the cavalr\' division, and one 
batteiy and a troop of horse artillery (both 9-poimder.s) — in 
a1! about iiGOO men; that they should march to-morrow at 1 
A.M. from Kadakoi, and proceed to some higli s:roimd over- 
looking the village of Tchorgoun and the entianee to the 
vallev of Baidar, and ro contrive as to arrive there before 
daylight. Thc}^ are there to wait until they hear the French 
commence the attack on the enemy's camp by the Tchemaya 
river, upon which Sir Colin is to attack the Russians in 
rear ; and by this means it is hoped that the whole of the 
enemy's force will be captured. 

The French ore to be commanded by General Bosquet, and 
will consist of 3 brigades of infantry, mustering upwards of 
9000 men, the brigade of light cavalry (Chasseurs d'Afrique), 
and 3 batteries (12-pninider8) of artillery; in all, their force 
will be little under 12,000 men. They are to descend about 

1 A.M. from the heights on the rear of the plateau, then tra- 
versing the valley of Balaklava remain on the heights this side 
of Tractir Bridge till daylight, at which time they are to 
advance mpidly, and endeavour to surprise the Eussian force 
at Tchorgoim. 

F4)r'iary 20th. — (this day). — Late last night the weather 
suddenly changed ; it began to snow, and early this morning 
the cold was intense. Kotwitbstanding the inclemency of the 
weather, Sir Colin Campbell got his force in motion soon after 

2 A.M. : they marched with great difficulty, as it was excessively 
dark, the snow blowing right in their faces, and consequently 
thdr progress was but slow. The column yn» formed with the 
light mfiantry (71st regiment) in advance ; then a battery of 
artillery; then the 3 Highland and I4th regiments ; then the 
troop of horse artillery, with the cavalry on the left flank 
and the . rear, together with the spare ammunition and am- 
bulance wagKons. llhe whole force arrived at the appointed 
spot soon atter 5 a.m., some time before daylight ; and, ac- 
cording to orders, Sir Colin remained waiting fbr the French 
until shortly before 9 a.m., when an aide-de-camp came up 
"^ath orders from I^ord Kaglan for the troops to return ira- 
nmliately to their camps. ITie reason was, that General 
Bosquet found the weather so bad at 2 a.m., that, although he 
had reached the ])lain of Balaklava with his troops, he thou<rht 
it impossible to go on, and decided on returning, sending one 
of his Slatf to inform General Canrobert of the fact. The 
latter instantly despatched Major Foley (aide-de-camp to Ge- 
neral Rose, EugliiilL Cumniissioner^ to Kadakoi to acq^iiaint Six 
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Colin Campbell that the intended attack conld not take place 
in^ consequence of the weather* Unfortunately Major Foley 
missed faiiB road and wandered about in the dark until near 
5 A.M., when he found himself at the English Head-qnarters. 
On Lord Kaglan being infonned of the iti of things, he 
ordered one of his aides-de-cainp to go with Major Foley to 
Kadakoi, and if he found Sir Colin had gone on to follow and 
give him orders to return. Sir Colin on receiving Lord 
Ifaglan's order retired without loss of time, and re-entered 
our lines at a i to 10 a.m. Not a man fell out during the 
whole march, though nevcral went into hospital with frost- 
bites, but T understaTid none are of n severe nature. (Jeneral 
Vinoy, on ascertaining rliit Sir < (•Itn's force had gone unsup- 
ported by the French Genoi al iiosquet, turned out his brigade 
of infantry, and marched to meet him in case of his requiring 
assistance. However, he met the English returning just as 
they passed under Canrobert s Hill, so his friendly aid was 
not needed. 

I was sent down upon duty It) ]>alaklava this momnig just 
after our troops returned, and 1 mu.st say J never felt anything 
equal to the intensity of the cold. The day became worse 
instead of improying, and at 1 p.m. the wind was so high that 
the drifting snow at times literally blinded one. It was with 
the greatest difficulty that I oould make my horse feuoe the 
stonn : wheroTer the snow fell upon me it froze hard, so that 
one was covered with cakes of ice ; my beard and mustachios 
were frozen up into a sort of lump, and my eyes feel at 
the present moment as if they would be sore for days to 
come ; altogether I never remember having suffered so much 
iiom the severity of climate. 

T cannot close this letter without saying how much disgusted 
we all are at the conduct of General Bosquet last night; one 
would have thought that he might have despatched a party 
of cavalry along the valley to Kadakoi and informed Sir Colin 
of his intended abandonment of the attack on Tchorgoun. But 
Oencral Bosquet does not seem to have troubled himself about 
the matter. Had this been done, tho English troops would 
have been savod a very severe and trying march. As it was, 
it is much to be regretted that the French did not persevere 
and carry out the first arrangement, for the Ihissians would 
have been taken entirely by surjirise, and the whole forr-o 
might not improbably have l)een eRy^turcd without any resist- 
ance. All this might have been <lono, and yet the trooj)8 
need not have been out longer than were those of Sir Colin's 
force. 
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Hettd-quurters before Sevastopol, Februarj 24tb, 1855. 



The French had a most Berious afiieLir last night, or rather 
early this moming, on the new ground just occupied by them 
on the right. You may remember I mentioned to you that the 

rrcncli bad made a trench extenflni^: from the ngbt of our 
right attack across to tlic- harbour of Sevcistopol, and that tlicy 
had constructed two batteries on the left of this trench tu tiro 
principally at the jSIalakoff, I also told you that the liussiaus 
tad rifle-pits on the high grotnid o})i)osite this trench. 

On I he night of the 22nd, the enemy commenced a redoubt 
of considerable size in front of the extreme right of the French 
parallel, and between the works of our allies and Careening 



Bay. This work was probably cunstmcted with the express 
purpose of taking in reverse the batteries on the left of the 
new Frenoh attack. It being reported to General Ganrobert^ 
he made a caiefiil reoonnaiBsance of it with his G^eral of 
Engineers (General Bizot), and it was decided Hiat at all 
hBwxda it must be attacked and destroyed, but from its ad*^ 
Tanced position, it would probably be impracticable to occupy 
it until the French approaches on the left were pushed more 
forward. Accordingly preparations were made to cany this 
object into effect. The arrangements were as follows:— an 
attacking party to consist of 2 battalions of Zouaves, mus- 
tering tog(ithcr 1000 men ; these were to be supported by 
3 other battalions of infantry from the fith and 10th regiments 
of the line and the marines. They were under the immediate 
orders of Oeneral de "Monet, but the entire direction of the 
attack rested with General Mayran. Shortly after midnight 
the Zouaves moved out at the extreme right of their new 
trenches, and marched rapidly but nilently across the ravine 
and up the steep side of the opposite height on which the 
enemy's work to be attacked was situated, lliey were sup- 
ported on their left by the battalion of marines ; these again 
were supported on their left hy the two battslkms of the 6iii 
and lOtn of the Une. The Zouaves snooeeded in arriving 
within a few yards of tiie redoubt without apparently attract- 
ing the notice of the Bussians, when they were received by a 
very severe fire from the troops inside the work, who were 
evidently fully awai o nf their vicinity. The Zouaves, nothing 
daunted by tins fusillade, which laid low several officers and 
numbers of men, rushed impetuously forward and endeavoured 
to carry the work at the point of the bayonet. To cross the 
ditch and scale the parapet of the redoubt was the work of but 
a few seconds, and then ensued one of the fiercest conflicts 
that has yet taken place during the siege. The Zouaves fought 
with great courage and determination, as indeed did also the 
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Bufisian troops, but ftfter a struggle of some minutes' duration 
the enemy gave way and letimi slowly down the other dde 
of the hill toiwde the works of the town» followed by the 
Zouaves, who, flushed by their success, rushed on without 
proper support It appears that the marines came up on the 
left; inuneSately after the Zouaves had got into the redoubt, 
bat took little part in the fighting. Direotiy^ enemy were 
forced to retire, a portion of the troops told off for that purpose, 
under the direction of some officers of the Corps du Genie, 
commenced demolishiDg the work, but were soon interrupted 
by an awful fire from the batteries of the town which opened 
upon them directly the Buanans found that their troops had 
withdrawn. This cannonade so discouraged the troops of the 
line and the marines who occupied tho work, that they retired 
towards their trenches, in spite of the commands, exhortations, 
and remonstrances of their officers, thus leiiviiig the gallant 
Zmiaves without support, who, finding tliemselves alone, had 
nothmii: for it ])ut to retire in the best order they could. 

The enemy had placed a considerable, body of troops in the 
gorge of the ravine at the bead of Careening Bay, and directly 
it ascertained that their men had been driven out of their 
advanced work, they were brought up to give them ansistance, 
and arrived to the succour of their comrades at the mttment 
when the Zouaves, finding themselves nnsui/poi-ted, commenced 
their retreat. The liusbians, being now in vastly superior 
limnbers to liie French, pressed them haid, and many a bmve 
soldier of our allies fell to rise no more. The Zouaves retired 
in good order, but suffered very severely from the repeated 
volleys poured into them by tiie enemy's infantry following, 
and, when onoe more on the crest of the height near the con- 
tested work, they were dreadMly cut up by tbe showers of 
flhoi and shell hurled upon them hy the tiatteries of the town ; 
hat ihey were spared further annoyance from the pursuing 
enemy, as, had they followed them further, th«9y would have 
been exposed like the French to the fire of their own batteries. 
The Zouaves, who throughout the whole affair behaved with 
admirable courage and steadiness, t o entered their trenches 
minus a fourth of their number. The French are loud in their 
censure of the behaviour of the 3 battalions of the line and 
marines, espeoiaUy the latter. Indeed the abuse and curses I 
heard heaped upon them this morning by French officers of 
high standing, were rather at variance with the English mode 
of disapproval of the conduct of troops. The losses of our 
allies in this afiair were very severe ; in the Zouaves alone 
they had 5 officers killed and 14 wouTidr d, out of 29 in action, 
and 284 men killed^ wounded, and mititiing. I hear there were 
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some 50 casualties in the other battalions. General de Monett 
who greatly distinguished himself, was most severely wounded 

at the first attack on the enemy's redoubt; he was shot through 
both hands, the right shoulder and arm, and though thus des* 
perately wounded, he remained in action to the end, having 
previouHly given over his command to the next senior officer. 
Colonel Cler of the Zouaves, who proved himself, not for the 
first time, a worthy chief of those fine troops. 

We have received the London journals up to the 9th instant. 
In them i see Sir Do Lacy Evans, in acknowledging the 
honour done him by the House of CommrmR. had not the good 
tatito to eoufine himself to a bimple expi essiun of gratitude for 
the eul<»gy which had been passed oii his conduct, but must 
needs enter into a long description of tlie part tlie 2nd Division 
had taken in each action. At any late, ii would have been 
more graceful had Sir De Lacy acknowledged the important 
services of General Pennefather at the battile of Inkennaim» 
and not allowed himself to be thanked for advice and assistance 
which he never gave.* I also see that Lord Cardigan has been 
fSted at the Mansion-house, and made a speech on that occa* 
sion which has afforded considerable amusement and merriment 
amongst the officers of the Light Cavalry here, who naturally 
know better than any one else the very prominent part whidii 
his lordship took at the celebrated chaige of Balaklava. I 
nev^ read a more egotistical speech in my life, to say nothing 
of the wonderful waj in which Lord Cardigan indulges his 
imagination. 

The following is from my Journal. 

EeMrmry 2\st. — Fine day, but very cold; last night the 
thermometer was down at 14^ Fahrenheit. Lord I'aglan re- 
ceived .1 despatch to-dav from Lord Stratford de Eedclifi'e in- 
forming him that he (Lord Stratford) has received intelli- 
gence from uudtjubted anthorit}'' that the Emperor Nicholas is 
marehing from Moscow to the Crimea at the head of a corps of 
30,000 men of the Imperial* Guard, and that this immense rein- 
forcement might be expected almost immediately/* I hear 
Lord Haglan does not believe it, and says that it is not likely 
the Emperor of Russia would march at the head of his troops 
now that he is negotiating for terms of peace at Vienna with 
the Allies ; beside which, there appears to be no doubt that 
the Emperor is ill. 

February 22nd. — ^Bright fine day, but bitterly cold, with some 
wind; the thennomoter was down to 17° Fahrenheit during 
the night, lUajor Claremont returned from Eupatoria late last 

* Vide note to page 159* 
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evening, where he had been sent with congiatulatoiy letters 
from Lord Kaglan and General Canrobert to Omer Pasha. He 
says that the Turks assert they have horied bodies of 453 
Bussians and upwards of 300 horses of the enemy's artilleiy. 

Februanf 23rdL^Lord Geotge Paget arriTod to-day at ]^a- 
Mava on his return firom England to tdce the cosunand of the 
light cavalry brigade. I hear also that General Kiel has just 
arrived at Eamiesch from Constantiiiople, at which place he* 
received orders from the Emperor Napoleon to return to the 
Crimea. His position in the French army seems undefined ; 
he is to have, I understand, the general dire(^ion of the siege 
operations without taking the actual command of the Corps dii 
0('nie from General Bizot. The 39th regiment, upwards of 
700 strong, moved to-day from Balaklava to the front, and is 
stationed in rear of the 4th Division ; they are all in wooden 
huts which have been erected for tlieni. To-morrow two of 
the battalions of Oiiarda, viz. the Grenadiers and Coldstreams, 
, march from their camp on tho heights to the right of our posi- 
tion, down to Balaklava, and occupy the huts vacated by the. 
39th regim^t. 



Head'qttarters before Sevastopol, Y^avsaj 27tli, 1855. 

"XYe have had a wondeiful change in the weather since I 
wrote to you on the 24th. It is now almost sultry ; at least 
it feels so after the severe cold we have l^ad lately. The ther* 
monoeter is up to 62** Fahv^eit. 

General Osten-Sacken sent in a fag of truce to the French 
lines yesterday, proposing that hostilities should be suspended 
on both sides to-day for 1 hour» after 12 o'clock, to bury 
the dead. Accordingly, shortly after mid-day, white flags 
were put up in the different Russian batteries, and all 'firing 
ceased ; while parties from sides went about to search for 
their dead. There were no English ; and the French only 
found the bodies of 3 of their men who had been killed the 
other night. It is said that the Russians also had none, and it 
is thou^t from these circumstances that the enemy had some 
object in Tiew. It is not improbable that the 2 sons of the 
Emperor, the Grand Dukes Nicholas and IMichael, wanted to 
make a reconnaissance of oiir works and batteries, and that 
General Osten-t:>acken would only allow them to do so in per- 
fect safety. 

In the evening of the 25th instant Sir Ednmiid Lyons sent 
up an express to Lord Kaglan, informing him that just before 
dusk the Russians had sunk 4 more hirge ships, in a line aeiobs 
the harbour of Sevastopol, apparently between Fort Constan? 
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tine on tbe south, and Fori Miohael on tlie north, side. It was 
thought that one of these was a ship of tbe line, and the other 
3 frigates. He also informed Lord Baglan that during the day 
a very large working-parly had been employed in commencing 
the construction of a large earthwork (probably a battery) on 
the north side, facing Sevastopol. On this intelligence being 
received, it was suggested by some one tliat the object of the 
enemy in sinking these ships was to form a foundation on 
which to construct a bridge of rafts or boats across the harbour. 
This was laughed at by the officers of the lioyal Engineers, 
as they consider^ such an idea perfectly impiacticabie. 

For the last 3 dayn Lord Eaglan has been going round the 
wh olo of the Ena^lish defences and yiege-works, and the new 
French aiUtck uu the right, with Geiieial Jones and tlie prin- 
cipal officers of artillery and engineers. When the weather is 
more settled, a great increase of our works against tbe town 
is to take plaoe ; but the general arrangement ,first made by 
Sir John Bur^yne la still to be oanied out» though with oon* 
fliderable additionst 

Yesterday, Lord Baglan, accompanied by Sir Edmimd Lyona» 
rode out to the advanced French pickets before lukermann, 
and then walked to the right of their new trenches, to look at 
the position of 2 Russian steamers, anchored high up in the 
harbour, and which for a long time past have annoyed the 
pickets and outposts with the fire from their heavy guns. 
From their isolated position (they being at a considerable dis- 
tance from the other ships in the harbour) it struck Colonel 
iStcclo (military secretary) that a few boats from the iieet, 
manned with AB beaimm, under the direction of a clever and 
enterprising officer, might undertake a cntting-out expedition 
at night against these vessels : if successful, after capturing 
the crews, the steamers might be set on lire ; they would in- 
evitably be destiu^ ed, and probably endanger the safety of 
Other ships. 

Colonel Steele stated his idea to Captain Feel, RN., who 
Immediately jmnped at the proposal, and said, that^ with the 
eanction of tiie Admiral^ Six i^Unund Lyons, he would be 
only too glad to undertake the service. In oonsequenoe of 
this, Lord Baglan and Sir Edmimd went to reconnoitre ihe 
position of the ships, and to consider whether the plan was 
feasible. I understand that Sir Edmund thought that the 
hazard would be too great ; and in the event of the boats and 
crews being lost, great inconvenience would accrue to the 
fleet, independently of the responsibility that would be attached 
to the Admiral who could sanction so desperate an under- 
taking. The idea, therefore, was givQu up; but so important 
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did Lord Raglan consider the destruction, or compulsoiy 
removal, of these steamers, that orders were ^ven to construct 
a batt-ery for 3 heavy gims to fire upon Hu m. 

General I'ennefather an'ived yesterday morninf!; at Balaklava, 
having been on a cruise to Malta and hack, for the recovery of 
bis Imltii. He is looking remaxkably well ; and to-day went 
up to the front, and resumed the command of the 2nd IHvision, 
to the deligbt of hie officers and men. 

I have not mentioned the railwaj for some little time* It 
is getting on, and at the present moment brings np aU the 
hea^y ordnance for the siege, and also a considerable amonnt 
of commissariat stores, £rom BalaldaTa to Kadakoi; tbns 
saving over a mile of animal tranqtKnrt. 

It is reported, and I believe with perfect truth, that the 
Emperor Napoleon has signified to General Canrobert his 
intention of visiting the Crimea early in the ensning spring. 
This intelligence, when known to the French army, ivill be 
received with the highest satisfaction, as the great name 
which the Emperor bears, and its connexion with the im- 
perial army, ^vill he looked upon by them as a good omen 
of future success. 



CHAPTER XIIL 

Fake reporfo af tiw aewspapen — Fmch do Mt ivoew their atftadc apon tii* 
Bosaian OttTn^Blaiica--Q€n«nil Ganrobert'a proposal — Couadla of War 
—Dasertoiv-^Tliiee-gaii battery— It open* on Rnnian steamer Fire of our 

artillery — Death of the Emperor Nicholas— Lord Kaglan visits Geneitd 
lis>ier — Effective state of the English army — Lord Kaglan's jiopularity — 
An artilleiyinaii's opinion of him — The Maniclou — Gciiern! ToUIpl^pn — 
Arrival of Omer Pasha — Convalescent liospital — Camp races — Mats — .'^ir 
John Bur^ovTie — Railway — Alarm — Death of Surgeon Lclilanc — Prince 
(lortschakoii — ^ Grand sortie by the enemy on the tnnches of the Allies on 
night of March 22— Death of Captain Vicars — Casualties — Trip to Eopa* 
toria — Coloneb Simmons and OgilTie — Fortificatkms of the town — Line of 
circamvallatioQ—Said Ali — Turkish troops at Bnpatori»*-Riissiaii fi»ree In 
tho neiglkbotiyfaood — Skender Bej-^BuildingB in Knpfttotia— <* Henri lY^ 
—Flag of trQoa---Ilectriotdegniiph» 

Head-quarters bt'fore Sevastopol, March 6th, 1855. 

SrxcE I wrote to yoii on tlie 27th Tiltimo we have had every 
variety of weather: to -day and the hist 2 days have been 
hoaniiful, with a bright, wann sun; before that there was 
"nothing bnt rain and snow. ]f we were to believe the inlbmia- 
tion of the newspapers, it would seem that Lord Kaglan is to 
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be recalled, and the general Staff all changed. Nobody gives 
the slightest credit to the report. General Simpson and Sir 
John M'Xeill are daily expected out here ; the former is to be 
Chief of the Staff, performing the same functions afi the Chef 
d'Etat Major of the French army ; and the latter is sent out as 
the Chief Commissioner from the Govcniment to inqnire into 
and investigate the arrangements and conduct of the Comaiis- 
sariat. Lieutenant-Cuhmel MOIurdo arrived here some days 
ago. He has been sent out as Director-general of the Land 
Transport Service about to be organized, and which is 
eventually to bo entinsly t^iken out of the hands of the Com- 
missariat, in which department it now is. Nothing uf import- 
ance has occurred as regaids the siege- works of the Allies 
since I last wrote. 

On the morning of the 24th ultimo, after the repulse of the 
French by the Rnadans, Lord Baglan strongly urged upon 
General Caorobert the importance of renewii^ the attack, 
and even offered the co-operation of some of the English 
troops. General Oanrohert very properly said, that, as the 
M'ork was in no way opposed to oui* trenches, it was a purely 
French affair ; besides which, he felt that it would be a slur 
upon the French troops to call in the aid of the British merely 
to capture an unfinished work. Accordingly, I understand 
that it was the intention of General Canrobert that the redoubt 
should again be assaulted the following night, and for this 
purpose "Upwards of 10,000 men were sent into the French 
trenches of the Inkcrmann attack. But for some reason which 
1 am unable to explain, this attack never took place. Some, 
indeed, said that the French troops could not be induced again 
to attempt the capture of a w urk which had already cost them 
so dear. Be that as it may, the attack never took place, and 
consequently on the morning oi' iko 25th the enemy had 
reared up, almost by magic, a most formidable earthwork. 
The opportunity was lost. To assault it now would take twice 
tiie force, and probably cause twice the loss of life, that it 
would a few hours previous. 

The following night the Busaians commenced another woik 
in rear of the first, of even larger dimensions, and com- 
pletely commanding These are now nearly finished, and 
present a most formidable appearance, independently of their 
being armed with many heavy guns. Ever smce the 2dth, 
the French have daily informed us that the works were to he 
attacked the following night ; and I believe more than once 
troops have been sent into the trenches for the purpose ; never- 
theless no second attempt has yet been made to gain possession 
of the redoubts in question. 
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On the moTning of the 3rd instant, General Canrobert sent 
a written conunnnieation to Lord Ei^lan, to the effect that the 
Bnssian works opposite the French attack on Inkermann are 
snph strength that he thouglit iIk m almost unassailable 
under existing circumstftnces, aiid lie therefore proposed that 
the allied generals should send to Omer Pasha, and request 
him to come with 20,000 of his Turks from Eupatoriii ; and, 
wlicn thus iciiitorccd, a general attack should be made by the 
English and French agaiiLst the north side of the harbour, 
whieh, if successful, would complete tlie investment of Sevas- 
tupL»i. A proposal of this magnitude would require great 
deliberation; Lord Raglan therefore decided that a general 
Council of War should be held on tlic following day (4th) to 
discuss the matter. This was accordingly assemV^lcd, and 
consisted of the following generals, viz. Lord Kaglan, General 
Canrobert, Sir John Burgoyne, General Bizot, Sir George 
Brown, General Bosquet, General Jones, and General Kiel. 
Their conference lasted some hours ; and pruixjsals were made 
on both sides. Yesterday was given up for deliberation at the 
respective Head-qnarters of each army ; and to-day the same 
^uncil has a.-. ' mbled. and is, at the moment I write, dis- 
cussing the whole business. 

On the 3rd instant Lord Eaglan and the Staflf rode down to 
Balaklava. Tlis lordship went first to the hut of the head-lady 
nuree (Mother-Eldress), who he had heard was \erY ill with 
low fever. He found her in a veiy depressed state ; and the 
nicdieal oflScer who attended her expressed a doubt as to her 
recovery. Lord Raglan give directions that every possible 
attention should be shown to her that circumstances would 
jiermit ; and afterwards went through the hospitals, and later 
inspected the navvies' workshops and stables at the railway 
tenninus al Ikiiakhiva. 

Som>3 fear has been expressed here by the medical men as 
regards the healthiness of the town and its immediate vicinity, 
on the return of the hot weather, from the immense number 
of bodies that have been interred by our Turkish allies, to say 
nothing of the hundreds of carcasses of animals which have 
been buried during the last 5 months. Orders were therefore, 
some days ago, issued for the construction of several limekilns. 
The nawiee have already built two near Balaklava ; and some 
sappers and miners are employed in making others up at the 
front. The lime is to be used for covering the ground where 
the bodies of our fellow-soldiers or the carcasses of animals have 
been buried. It is also proposed to sow wheat and giass 
wherever it is tlvtught the surface of the ground may be 
tainted by the long continued occupation of troops. 
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Yesterday three deaertefs ^Folee) oame over to m from tiie 
enemy : the first, a sailor, who came in from SeTastopol. He 
gave us the following information : — The four vessels sunk the 
other day were 1 three-decker, 2 two-deckers, and 1 frigate. The 
three-decker, he stated, was the celebrated *' Twelve Apostles." 
There now remain only six ships of the line in the harbour 
of Sevfistopol ; but each m fully armed, with from 70 to 90 
guns apiece, and v. ith crews of 640 mon. He said that a 
French sailor had desei t< d over to the enemy, and was now 
serving in the Kedan battery against tlie English; that a f < w 
days ago a battalion arrived in Sevastopol, of from 800 tc) i* tOO 
Greeks and Croats, wlio had conie round from the Banubiaa 
Principalities, and that they liad volunteered to make soiiies 
against the Allies as often as the Russian authorities may 
wish. The two Grand Dukes Nicholas and Michael are living 
in the great fort or citidel on the north side of the harbour ; 
and Prince Menchikoff and bis Staff also. 

The other two deserters came in &om the Bnssian troope on 
the Tchemaya. One was an ofiSoer in the infantry, and the 
other a private of the same regiment, who had been degraded 
from the rank of officer, as he states, for some political offencew 
He speaks French very well. They escaped by persuading 
some Cossack soldiers to lend them their horses, that they 
might go to the ontposts to look at Balaklava, and when they 
had arrived at their farthest vidette, coolly galloped over to tho 
English cavalry -picket on this side of the valley. AVhen they 
got a short distance tho Cossacks, perceiving their object, 
pursued them : bnt being* fired upon by our dragoons they 
retired, and allowed the deserters to come over to us without 
further ado. Tlie officer states that he has been employed in 
one of the military oihces in Sevastopol, drawing plans of the 
defences of the towTi, &c., and has also been engaged in a 
military survey of the surroimding country ; and to confirm his 
words, he has*Drought with him some maps and drawings of the 
enemy's position uong the Mackenasie heights. Mr. Calvert 
anticipates gaining much useful information from him, especi- 
ally as regards the by-roads in the hilly country between this 
and Batohi-Serai. If his information proves accurate, it is 
proposed that he shall be employed at Head-quarters to revise 
and alter our maps of the surrounding country. 

Yesterday afternoon Lord Eaglan, after visiting the Light 
and 2nd Division camps, rode on to our new 3-gun battery, 
constructed, as I before told yon, for the purpose of firing 
upon the Russian steamers at the head of the harbour. Find- 
ing this battery completed, his lordship gave orders that the 
three guns ehould open upon them this morning at daylight; 
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red-hot shot were to l)e prepaared, in the Lope of aeitiiig 
the YOBBels on fire* Wuhing to see the effecta of our 
firo, several officers of the Staff and Boyal Artillery, my- 
self inoluded, left Head-quartern 8oon after 4 a.m., and 
rode OTor to the 2n<I Division camp, where we dismounted, 
and proceeded on foot to the advanced French sentries, 
overlooking the Inkennann bridge. We established our- 
selves in a comfortable little nook, from whence we should 
be able to wee the whole of flic liarbuur of Sevastopol, as well 
as our battery. It wa.^ still quite dark, and not a sound was 
to be beard, except the ucLaaional booming of the guns from 
Se\ astopol, on the extreme It ft of the allied position, Shortly 
after day broke we could perceive the two steamers lying 
perfectly motionless on the water, and with our glasses could 
distinctly make out two pei*sons pacing the deck of each, ono 
of whom was probably the officer of the watch. We waited 
with anxious expectation some little time, as it was useless 
firing from onr battery until the objects were perfectly distinot. 

At 7 minutes after 6 a,m. (twenty minutes after daylight) 
the first gun from our battery fired at a range of 1600 yards 
against the nearest steamer ; the shot fell too short. The 
range was then changed to 1800 yards, and that shot fell 
beyond. The other steamer was so far off that after the first 
few minutes they gave up firing at her and turned all their 
attention to the nearest* Within 3 minutes after our first 
gun the whole crew on board the steamer were turned up on 
deck, and seven minutes after our opening fire they replied 
to us from a licivy gun in the ^^tcnl. By this time the bat- 
teries on the north side, whose <;'uns could be brought to bear 
\ipon our 3-gun battciy, o]k nud fire with shot and shell, 
some of tliem at enormous ranire. It was not until our 12th 
shot had been filed that any took effect ; this carried away a 
portion of the counter of the steamer: the 17th shot hit her 
hetwcen wind and water, just in front of her paddle-wheel, 
port-side : the 1 8th hit one of the paddle-boxes, and the 30th 
and 9l8t sliotB also took effect on her. I believe that was all, 
though some of the officers of iSke Boyal ArtiUeiy^ asserted that 
she was struck several times more. We continued firing 
tmtil a i after 7 a.m. (alto^ther throwing 60 shot, 20 of 
which were red-hot), by which time she got her steam up« 
and, although apparency, from the slow progress she made, 
her machinery was damaged, she managed to get round a 
point of the harbour out of sight of our 3-gun battery. The 
steamer behaved very well, and in reply to us fired 14 
immense shot from her two heavy guns. The Russian bat- 
teries on the north side kept up a brisk fire upon us, firing 
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in all 163 shot and fihell, bat ceased directly we did ; wen- 
deiful to say, although our battoiy was mueih knocked about 
by them, and two abella bniBt actually in the trench of the 
batteiy among our artiUeiymen, we had not « singlo man 
killed or wounded. 

. I thought onr practice indifferent^ bat the officers of the 
artillery woold not allow tiiat such was the case, as from the 
&ct of oar battery being on such high groand, tlie fire from 
Ihence was nece.ssarily plunging, and consequently the object 
was far more difficult to strike than if they had been able 
to make their shot ricochet on the water. The exact distance 
of the steamer was, I believe, 1740 yards. Some of the office 
of the Naval Brigade, who witnessed the whole affair, declared 
that with their gunners they wcmld have struck the vessel 
oftenor, and T think, nlthoiif^li the officers of the artillery will 
not exactly admit it, they nre somewhat disappointed ^viih the 
practice. Indeed one of tlieir senior officers said last night, 
that, if the steamer remained in the same place 10 minutes, he 
would undertake to Siuk her ! The result has not been ijuite 
equal to his expectations. However, about 12 o'clock this 
day, iiiiurmation was sent up to Loixl Kaglan fiom our luok- 
outs at the front, that the steamer had been taken into shallow 
water uu the other side of the harbour, and apparently careened 
over, probably fur repair, so that afti?r all biie is not destroyed. 
I think it is much to be regretted that Sir Edmund Lyons 
would not sanction the cutting-out expedition proposed hy 
Coh>nel Steele and Captain Feel, R.N., as the result would 
most likely haTe been more satisfactory, besides being a gal<* 
lant and daring action. It would also have produced a cooBt- 
derable effect upon the enemy, and would haye added to the 
already acquired prestige of the Boyal Kavy. 



Hcad-ciuartcrs bctore Scrastopol, MtOrch 10th, 1855, 

The only event of inrpoiiance which has taken place, or 
leather of which wo have become aware, since I last wrote, is 
the death of tlie Emperor Nicholas. Lord liaglan received a 
telegra])]nc dcnpatch on the evening of the Oth Tafter the puist 
went out), during the time the giand Council of War was 
fitting, and he not a little astonibhed the general officers pre- 
sent by reading out the message, which had been foiwarded 
by steamer from Constantinople. It was as follows : — 

** Herlin, March 2n4. — Tjyrd Juhn Russell to Lord Kaglan. — Tits 
Eiiiperor of Russia died this day at 10 iniuutes past- 12. No reason 
k given for Ud^j but Lord Raglan can dej/eud ujjuu the wforviotiou.'* > 
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I need hardly tell yoii wliat oomiiiotiuii this news excited: 
many declare that we shall immediately have ]>eace ; others 
say that when it is kno\\Ti in Sevastopol, there will he such' a 
panic that we could take the town withuut any difficnlty. Up 
to the present time the ganison of Sevastopol do not a]ipear to 
be aware of it, although a day or two ago 3 Poles who deserted 
from tile town, upon being asked the question, said that they 
bad heard of the death of the Emperor eight dajns preyious ! 
Hat u two days before H took place ! 

On the moniing of the 7th one of Lord Eaglan*8 aldes-de- 
entnp (Lord Bufgherab) was sent with a f! g of truce to take 
some letters and parcels for some of our prisoners. He went 
to the extreme left of the French trenches, opposite the 
Bussion Qnaxantine Fort, and, after sounding and showing 
Ike white flag in the usual manner, the firing on both sides, 
it thia part of the lines, ceased. He then went over the 
parapet and walked up towards the Kussian rifle-pits, and 
Was shortly met by two Eusslan officers. After delivering 
his letters, <fec., he told them that we had received intelli- . 
gence of the death of the Emperor of Russia : they neither 
of them seemed exactly surprised, but replied, *• that it was 
not tnie — that it was a mistake — a false report." Yesterday 
a Polish oflBeer in the Enssian serA'ice deserted from the town 
over to the French, and upon heing asked, he said he 
had not beard anvthinjjc of it. One wmihl imatrino that the 
fii-st aniiriimcement of His Imperial Majcsiy's death wonld 
have been transmitted to the Grand Dnkes JSicholas and 
Michael, who are now in the neighhonrhood. 

In the afternoon of the 7th, Lord liaglan went over to the 
Head-quarters of the 1st French Corps d'Aimec to visit 
General P61issier, which command he had taken some davs 
ago. Lord liaglan subsequently vi.sited several otlier French 
generals, who all appeared to appreciate the honour done to 
them. The following day the Field-Marshal, accompanied by 
the two British admirals (Sir Edmnnd Lyons and Admiral 
Bonston Stewart), and the generals of engineers and artil- 
lery, and their staffis, went through the whole of onr left 
attack, and minutely inspected the works. 

In reply to yonr remark that we have only 15,000 men left 
in the army here, -and that the * Times ' says so, I beg to 
tell you that both the 'Times* and yourself are altogether 
misinformed. According to this morning*8 Parade State, onr 
^ectvoe numbers are as follows : — ^We have 920 officers of all 
ranks; 4480 regimental staff, sergeants, trumpeters, and 
drummers; 25,196 rank and file: making our effective force 
in the Crimea, of all ranks, 30,69d. Then I regret to say 
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that we bave aomeChing orer 12»000 (I do not know the ezaot 
nao^r) sick and wonnded: of these 3400 are in the Ciimea/ 
and the remaining 8600 are in tlie different hospitals at Canr 
stantinople and other places. There are also 2800 conva- 
lescent men who do duty as guards over the hospitals and 
stores at our different stations in the Turkish dominionar 
60 that the grand total of all ranks is 45»396, foiming the 
British anny in the East. 

According to the statement made a short time back in the 
Hous(? of T/oi-ds by the War Minister, it seems that 56,000 
men have boon sent from Enghmcl and our c<il(>nies to com- 
pose the army under Lord Raglan's cuniniand since the com- 
mencement of the war, consequently it has lost the services of 
10,<)04: officers and men, ^vl^o have been killed iii action, died 
of disease and wounds, or liave returned home invalided. It 
must also be remembered that, although many of our sick and 
wounded may not he fit fi>r sereioe again, still many more 
will, so that certainly the army is not in so bad a state as the 
good people of England &ncy. 

I saw in one of the newspapers the other day a statement 
that the English soldiers beibro Sevastopol moved about in 
fetched spirits, as if they were miserable and unhappy. 
This is certainly not the case : the men are always cheeryt 
and, although when the weather is had you may hear a few 
hearty curses and complaints, still this is quite the exception 
to the rale. 

Now that our men have not Riich hard work, you cannot 
ride into any of the camps on a line aftemoon ^^ ithout seeing 
a number engaged at various games, such ;ts fuot-ball, leap- 
frog, nmning races, <kc. In short, the men look anything but 
miserable and unhappy. It was only 3 days ago that I hap- 
pened to be in one of the camps when Lord Raglan came up. 
He spoke to some of the men who were playing at foot-ball, 
and directly a crowd of soldiers gathered round him ; -when 
he moved on they hurraed, upon which all the regiments in 
the vicinily turned out, and, seeing the Commander-in-Chief^ 
cheered him most vociferoiialy, numbers running along by the 
Staff, throwing their caps in ihe air, and shouting in a manner 
which proved the strength of their lungs. So much for Lord 
Eaglan*s alleged uupopulaiity in his army. 

I must iSl you an anr doto showing the opinion the 
men have of their chief. The other day a gentleman (a 
civilian) was talking to a non-commissioned officer of tho 
"Royal Artillery about the siege, &c., and he asked him what 
the men thought of Lord "Raglan, to which be replied that 
they were all very fond of him he was such a kmd, good? 
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Hatored gentleman ; and ihen added, ** Some do say as bow he 
IS latJbier slow, bat then we all knows him to be so uncommon 
snie. Law, Sir 1 but you should see the difference between 
lum and the French genends. Lord Eaglan, ho knows how 
to command tis in action^ and does it without noise and con- 
fusion, but the French generals do nothing but hallo and 
swear at their men, and consequently they get bothered, and 
•that's how they lose so many men." 

The weather has been quite hot for the last two days, hut 
those wlio know this climate say that we shall have more coki 
and rain hot'ore the spring fiiirly sets in. I have just heard 
*of an accident wliich occuned on the railroad this morning; 
near Balaklava one of the tnicks trot off the line, killed a 
Spanish muleteer on the spot und su mucli injured one of the 
cummisbaiiat iabuuiers that lie died two hours aft^erwaids. 



Head-quariers before Sevastopol, March 17th, 1855. 

'Much has been done on both sides since my last letter : by 
the Allies as regards extending and increasing their ap- 
proaches to the town; and by the enemy, in throwing up 

and improving their advanced works, in order to retard onv 
progress. It was not until daylight on the 11th instant that 
it was discovered the enemy had commenced a very consider- 
able earthwork on a mound or hillock in front of the Malakoff 
batteries. This is known by the French as the Mamelon 
Vert; and that name has been pretty generally adopted by 
the Allies. Ever ^^irux- the 11th the work has increased in 
size and importance, and at the present moment is a most 
loimidahle redoubt. We hear from deserters that no less 
than 30 heavy guns are to be placed in it, which from its 
great size may easily be the case ; but they add that it will be 
.some days bdTore they will be ready to open fire. Lnmedi- 
,ately the enemy's intention was discoWred, imo batteries 
were ordered to be constructed in the English right attack, 
aond also a number of guns were placed in the French Inker- 
ntaun attack, for the simple object of throwing the enemy's 
work back as much as possible. Besides this, it was decided 
that a communication should bo established between the most 
advanced portion of the English right attack and the French 
Inkcrmann attiick. This communication, or parallel, as it may 
be properly termed, was commenced by us on the night of the 
11th, and by our allies on the night of the 12th ; but in con- 
sequence <.f the difficulty of working in a rocky soil, it took 
^veral nights before the trench could be completed, as during 
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tlie day it was impracticable to work at it, on account of the fire 
kept up by the enemy's sharpshooters in tlicir rifle-pits. It is 
now finished, so as to afford inlenible cover between the two 
attacks ; but it will be some tune before the parapet will be of 
sufficient thickness and strength to render it, comparatively 
speaking, safe for the passage of troops to and fio during 
the daytime. Altliuii^h the fire of the batteries and the 
French pms licAve cau&ed the Bussians cuiisiderable loss, 
they hu,^ c been working steadily onwaids until the present 
time. 

It had long been a matter of disoussion between the princi- 
pal French and English engineerB* how tea it was of import- 
ance to occupy the Mamelon Vert ; and I nndeistand that it 
was part of Sir John Burgoyne's proposition that it should be 
taken immediately the French commenced breaking ground 
for the Inkermann attack. This, as you already know, has 
never been attempted, principally because the enemy had 
established themselves on the high ground above Careening 
Bay, next the harbour, and in the construction of those 2 
redoubts now known by the French as the Outrages Blancs, 
and by us as the White Works, gained a flanking fire on the 
whole of the Mamelon Vert, so that it cmTld not bo attacked 
with any prospect of success until the Om r;iges Blanes wero 
also tnken, or at any rate their fire silenced. If our Allies 
had only persevered, and at all hazards gained posseHsiun of, 
and held these works, the Russians could never have even 
attempted to have occupied the ^Mamelon Vert. 

I think the Russian engineers have ditpla) ed p;reat clever- 
ness and al'iiiiy in the manner in which they have up to the- 
present time conducted the defence of Sevastopol. For some 
time past the deserters who have come over to us hare 

Serpetaally mentioned the name of Todtleben as the chief 
irector cf the works of the town. He appears to have been ' 
only a captain of enginem at the oommencement of the siege. 
At the first sitting down of the allied aamies before the place, 
when the Russian generals were completely at a loss how 
best to defend the town, and their engineers were entirely a;t 
fault as to the manner in which to fortify the southern side 
with rapidity, Todtleben stepped forward and made certain 
proposals for placing it in a proper state of defence. His 
plan fihowed so much judgmrnt and talent that l^rince Men- 
chikoff determined on following his advice, and gave him 
carte blanche to do whatever he liked. Todtleben undertook 
to fortify Sevastopol in such a manner that the garrison would 
be able to resist any sudden attack on the part of the Allies, 
and hold out the usual term of a siege, — say 1 month. Ihis 
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'■was all Prince Menchikoff expected, or even wished, as he 
hoped within a month from the time of the Allies breaking 
ground to be able to collect such a force as to ensure the 
total destruction of the inYadeiB, hj attacking them in the 
.field. We all know how accurate the Bnwian general's cal> 
culations were as regards time ; for as you Ttiay remember I 
mentioned to you, we were to have assaulted the town on the 
7th (»f November, a month all but 2 days fiom the first day 
.the lii*st p:ri mnd was broken by us. 

Altboni;li the attack on Inkcrmami tet;illy failed, one of its 
great objects was att;iiii( d by the enemy ; for it had the 
effect of preventing our assault on Sevastopol, which, thouj^h 
a great error on the part of the Allies, fully answered the 
purj)ose of the Kussians. 

We now see moi e clearly than ever how much to be re- 
gretted it is, that Tiord Raglan *8 wish to assault the town 
after the battle of lukennanu was not carried out ; but the 
smallness of the force under liLs command obliged him, sorely 
against his wiU, to give way to the objections raised by the 
French. The Eussians feuling In their attempt to raise the 
.siege by the battle of Inkermann, turned all their energy to 
improvini^ and strengthening the defences of Serastopol, as 
they conid not bat perceiye that the works of the Allies made 
•bat tardy progress, and that aflter the entue cessation of liie 
^rst bombardment iliey had considerably the advantage of 
•fire over as; besides the daily augmentation of die gairison 
giving them actual strength, it increased their moral coorage 
•end confidence to resist the attempts of the Allies to reduce 
.iheir stronghold. Kaw that the severity of the winter is 
past, on the very first days of spring they seize npon the 
opportunity of extending their defences, and begin by the 
construction of the Ouvrages Blancs, only as a preliminary to 
one of far greater importance on the Mamelon Vert, as a bom- 
work for the better defence of the key of Sevastopol — ^the 
T tower of Malakoff. 

On the 12th instant Omer Pasha arrived early at the 
English Head-qnartei-s iii compliance with the wish of Lord 
liaglan and General Canrobert ; and in the afternoon of the 
same day a Council of War was held, consisting of the 3 
Commanders-in-Chief of the Allied Armies, and the 2 Admi- 
' rals of the English and French fleets. It was then arranged, 
I understand, that a division of i^yptian troops (mnHtering 
about 12,000 men) now at Constantinople should immediately 
be brought np to Eupatoria ; and on its arrival there, Omer 
Pasha should embark with 20,000 men, and land them at Ka- 
miesch, for the purpose of co-operating with the Allies. This 
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moTement of the TurkiBh troopB will take vprnids of a fort- 
night. 

On the 15tli inRtant Lord Eaglan, accompanied V)y the Staff, 
rode down to Balaklava in the morning, and was there the 
greater part of the day. On his entrance into the town, his 
lordship was met hy General Simpson, who had just hinded, 
and who had mount* d liis Imrne to ride up to Ilead-qnai-tera to 
pay hifs respects and report his arrival to the Field-^Ianshal. 
He continued riding about -with Lord Baglan all the day. 
The Commander-in-Chief then visit( <! the Convalescent Hc«- 
pita.1, which has lately been estal >lis]icd on the height;s, close 
to the old Genoese castle. The hubpitul is to consist of some 
30 large huts, which liave been sent out from England, 
especially constructed for that purpose, and, when completed, 
will admit of from 350 to 400 men. At the present time there 
is not acconmiodation for more tban 200, about whioh numher 
were there. The majority of the men looked well; and the 
medidd offioere stated that they thought it a particularly 
healthy locality. 

Yon will he fflad to hear that the health of the army has 
most wonderfiuly improved of late ; last week I understand, 
500 men were dischai^ed from the field-h s^ itals to return to 
their duty, and this week, they say, upwards of 700 have come 
out* A month ago even a single man goin^ back to his regi- 
ment would have been thought quite a wonder. Lord Bagkn 
had an interview at the commandant's house during the after- 
noon of the same day, with Sir John M*Keill and Colonel Tul- 
loch, the Commissioners sent out by the Government to in- 
quire in to the state of the Commissariat : they had only arrived 
fconi J aigland a day or two before. 

There have lately been several races in the allied camps. 
The first '* Spring Meeting" was held on the 5th instant, in 
the valley of Karani, and was conducted by officers of the 
cavahy division and Royal artillery ; since that several others 
have taken place in the different camps. Yesterday there was 
a meeting not far from here, got up by the officore of the French 
cavalry, in which those of the Chasseurs d'Afi i(|iie played a 
conspicuous part, and to-day there are races in rear of the 
camp of the 4th Division ; so you see the sporting community 
here are not altogether without their favourite amusement. 

A vor^ large number of men are now hutted ; upwards of 
700 of these wooden residences have been brought up to 
camp and erected. They would be agpatk of holding some 
17,500 men, but, as many of these huts are used as hospitala, 
to say nothhig of those for officers and regimental stores^ pro- 
bably not more than 14,000 men of the ^glish army have a 
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tod over fhelr heads. An officer of {he Etatrmajor told me 
2 days ago that, according to their last retonit Ihe French had 
270 hnts erected, which, as they crowd them rather more than 
we do, would be capable of holding 7000 men ; however, not 
more than half of tiieir huts are employed as shelter for the 
men, so many being used for the Etat-major and the militaiy 
offices at their different Ilcad-quarters. 

n on oral Simpson took up Lis residence "here 3'cstorday, and 
commences hi?? functions as Chief of the tStaff to-morrow. 
Since my last kttor, our casualties in the trenches have ht-vn 
more severe in cunsequenco of the advance of our parallels 
towards the works of the town. They amount to 9 killed and 
30 woUnded. Of the former, one was an officer of engineers, 
Captain Craigie, who was killed by the burstinf^ of a shell on 
his way from the trenches, in the WorunzuH-xuad idviut;. 
One other officer was wounded. 



Hctd-qiuurter* befim S«mtopol, March 20tb, 1855. 

Sir John Burgoyne leaves the Crimea this afternoon and 
tetums to England. He will he much missed by all thoae 
who have ever had anything to do with him on duty, or who 
have had the pleasure of his acquaintance. Lord feaghm in 
particular, I believe, regrets that he is obliged to return home ; 
from the first he has been of the most valuable assistance to 
him, and by bin sound judpuent and counsel has aided him in 
almost every ojjeration of the army. There arc many in Eng- 
land who choose to underr;ito Sir John Burgo^Tie's military 
ability, and who call in question his engineering skill ; but 
considering that he has the experience of upwards of fifty 
years of militaiy life, I think it would be difficult, at any rate 
in the English anny, to find one better qualified to occupy the 
important place Sir John has filled since the commencement 
of the campaign.* 

The laflrofd is getting on with considerable rapidity; the 
other day Lord Baglan rode down to inspect the works. A 
stationary engine has been erected on the top of the high 
ground on which Genend Yinoy's brigade is camped; this 
engine is placed there to drag the tram of waggons np the 

♦ I may here remind the reader that it was from Sir John Burgoyne's able 
plan, that the celebrate! flank march was so snccei^sftilly cariit.'d out ; that it was 
bir Joha Burgoyne who» from the tn&t momeut of the Allies sitting down before 
the town, pointed oat the toww of M alakoff as the kej €i Sevastopol ; and that 
the genena plan of attack against the town, finally adopted by the Allies, was 
only an enhnganent of tliat fint proposed by binu 
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The length of the incline is about half a mile. The greater 
portion of the sn]>]^lics for the anny are now brought up to 
just flii.s side of tlio stationary engine, which saves animal 
traii'-port a distance of nearly 3 miles, 

Tiio Kufisian work on the Mamelon has not as yet opened 
fire, but has daily increased in magnitude, and, with the 
exception of th% Malakoff, is, I believe, by far the strongest 
work round Sevastopol, and will, before it is captured, cost the 
Allies very heavy loss : for taken it must be before we can get 
into tho town. The advanced parallel connecting the English 
r^ht attack with the French Inkennann attMk has beeii. 
greatly improved during the last few days, hat nef ertlieless it 
IS far from an agreeable trench to walk along during the day; 

from the rooky nature of the gronnd, tiie bottom of tnia 
trench is fall of inequalities, so.tbat frequently you are oUjgejl 
to stoop or else expose your head and shoulders above the 
parapet ; if yon do, whiz, whiz, come the bullets, and you are 
lucky to escape untouched. Besides which, the Bussians 
appear particularly jealous of this communication, and not 
unfrequently fire salvoes of 6 or B gun-shells at some particular 
portion of the parapet, which generally succeed in making a 
breach or gap in it, rendering a passage along the trench past 
such places a service of consideralile danger. For the la^t 10 
days, the Fi cnoh have had nightly encounters with the enemy 
for the pui-poso of occupying certain rifle-pits which the 
Russians have made in front of the Mamelon. 

On the night of the 17th instant, soon after 9 o'clock, we 
heard the assembly sounding in all the camps. Lord Baglan 
immediately ordered out the horses, and Colonel Steele and 
one of the aides^e-camp were sent forward to asoertain what 
was ^ing on. At Head-quarters tbe firing sounded as if it 
was m front of our trenches, and it was consequently supposed 
to be a general attack by the garrison on us. On nearing ibd 
camp I think I never heard a quicker ratUe of musketry, inters 
spersed with tiie roaring of heavy ordnance; one's impression 
was, it must he the commencement of a general action. How* 
ever, on arriving up at the Light Division, we were greatly 
relieved to find that the whole cause of the furious fire was 
merely the French from their InkeiTiiann trenches endea? 
vouring to po8s;o!ss themselves of the enemy*s rifle-pits. The 
whr»lo of the English troops were turned out immediately this 
tremendous fusillade was heard, as every one thought that it 
was a general attack by the Russians. The night was pitch 
dark, and the thousandis of flashes from tho muskets of the 
troops engaged had an.exceedingly pretty effect; every now 
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and then there 'wtould be a paiiae or2 br 3 moniiBnis, and we 

all til ought that the affair was over ; but all at once, a bugjiei'- 
sound would be heard, and the firing recommenced more 
rapidly than ever, The upshot of all this apparently desperate 
fighting was, that the French took 5 small rifle-pits, which 
they have since held ; and although these have nightly "been 
attat4:ed by the enemy, who have obtained temporary' posses- 
sion, they hAve again been driven out and the pits retaken by 
our allies. These constant combats ut night aic extremely 
harassing to the men in the trenches, though they do not 
occasion the loss of life that might be expected from the 
desperate fusillades which so frequently ensue. The quantity 
of luniiiuiiition which is expended during each night in the 
trenches is sometLiiig quite prodigious. 1 imderbtaiid that 
during the last week, in the two English attacks alone, there 
baa Imn an expenditure of 35,000 xoimda of ball-cartridge 
every 24 honrs ! 

An unfortnnafe accident happened the same ni^t (17ih)» 
Aanstant-aori^on Leblanc of the 9th regiment^ in the camp of 
.the 3rd Bivuion, left hia t^t about midnight to gi) oat a 
flhort diatance to see where the fighting waa going on, the 
heavy musketry fire having attracted his attention. It lib 
supposed that in returning he must have mistaken his way, 
for he wandered to the right rear of the French trenches, in 
the ravine running up from the Man-of-\Var Creek. He was 
challenged by a French sentiy (according to the man's state- 
ment) three times, and, making no reply, was fired at by the 
jsentinel, and shot dead on flic spot. The unfortunate officer, 
though nbort-sighted, is saul to have spoken Fi cnch well, so 
that it ib difficult to understand why he did not answer the 
sentry's challenge. General Canrobeit, in reporting the cLr- 
cumsUnce next day to Lord Raglan, expi-essed his deep 
regret at the unfortunate occurrence, and said the sentry had 
been carefully examined, and from the man's straightforward 
answers and readineaa to state all particalani» itwaa dear that 
It was purely aocidentaL 

The last few daya we have had several deserters firom Ihe 
town, and fixnn their accounts it would appear that Prince 
€k)rt8chakoffha8 taken the command of the Russian anny in 
^e Crimea» vtos Prince Menchikofif placed on the shelf. They 
also say that there is a report in -SeTastopol that Prince 
Menchikoff died on his way to Moscow. They haye another 
story that a Bussian regiment at f erekop, for some unknown 
reason, has revolted, and in trying to suppress the riot several 
officers wore killed. IToweTer, there is no l eason for believing 
either of thes^ last two pieces of intelligence ; the^ wiU 
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prolMkbly hoUh prove to be noihixig more tlian Bnasiaa camp 



Head-quarters before Sevastopol, March 31st, 1855. 

I hiiXQ missed writing to you for the last two mails in con- 
Bcqiiencu of having been absent at Eupatoria, to which place 
I was sent the day after my last letter. But before entering 
into any details of my trip, I will relate to the best of my 
ability an impuitant aiiaii \: liicli took pla<;e here in the 
trenches on the night of the 22nd instant. You may remembor 
that the French have for some time past been endeavouring to 
eaptnre the rifl^pits between, their most advanoed parallel 
ania tlie Bnasian work on the Mamelon, Being unsuooessfiil 
in their attempts, they decided upon a novel expedient against 
worke of bo small a nature, vis. tliat of making a flying sap, 
by means of which they hoped to be able to take seveml of 
the enemy's rifle-pits in reverse. They had nearly effected 
this object ; that is to say, the head of the sap was almost in 
line with the rifle-pits, and they had intended making a 
general attack upon them in the course of a day or two, when 
the sap should be completed. ITie Russians, naturally anxious 
to stop the progress of a work whidi would inevitably lead 
to the loss of their pits, determined on making a sortie in 
force, to endeavour, if possible, to destroy the French sap. 
Accordingly, ou the evening of the 22nd, soon after dark, the 
enemy began collecting troops in the redoubt on tlie Mamelon, 
besides placing as many men as possible in their different 
rifle-pits. A large colunm of infantry was also posted in the 
Karabelnaia ravine between the Malakoff tower and the 
English right attack, where they were completely mider 
shelter from the fire of our guns. The French appear to have 
been to a certain extent prepared for an attack fiom Hie 
enemy, fl>r they say that they saw the troops ooUeoting soon 
after dark, and indeed in the earlier part of the evening the 
Bnssiaiis commenced a veiy sharp fire on the French advanoed 
trench. Our allies consequently had a considerable body of 
men in their trenches, I understand upwards of 8000. Bach 
was not the case in the "RngHali trenches : no more than ihe 
usual guards were there, except that we had two working 
parties constructing new batteries on the extreme left of each 
of our attacks. 

It was shortly after 11 p.m. that the enemy advanced in 
great force, and assaulted the head of the French sap, at the 
same time falling upon their parallel in two different places, 
from both flanks of the Mamelon. Our aUies, after a gallant 
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lesistanoe; were fixrced to rdinquidi their parallel It was» 
. bowever^ but for a moment, as they were immediately led 
baoky and drove tbe enemy again over the paiapet. Three 
Beyeral times did the Hussians oome on« and endeavour to 
take the French parallel; bnt they were al^vays met with snoh 
steady determination and so heayy a fire from the Zonayea 
who occupied it, that their energy was unavailing; and, 
finally, after upwards of an hour's fighting, the Kussians 
retired. Laving been totally imsnccessfnl in tlicir attempt to 
destroy the French sap, and, with the exceptinn of upsetting 
a few gabions at its head, did no further damage. On the 
other hand, our allies in their last repulse of the enemy 
levelled several of the rifle-pits which had caused them so 
much annoyance. 

About the same time that the enemy connaenccd their 
attack on the Fieucli, a portion of the column stationed in the 
Karabelnaia ravine, between the English right attack and the 
HalaJcoff batteries, adyanced up, and meeting with, com- 
paratiyely speaking, slight resifitance from the few men in the 
parallel which connects the English and French attaclm^ 
crossed it, and then threw themselyee on the extieme right of 
our trenches. They were here met by a detachment of the 
97th regiment, who guarded this part., mider the command of 
Captain Vicars, whose gallantry and courage materially con- 
tributed to the repulse of the Eussians. Most unfortunately 
Ibr the service he was killed while in the act of charging the 
enemy at the head of his men, shouting out, ** This way, 97th !" 
Tt is said that he knocked over 2 Bufisiaus before he receiyed 
his death- wound.* 

The enemy's career wns ( Ik nked in the first instance by the 
gallant conduct of the detachment of the 97th. They were 
immediately reinforced by a portion of the 77th, under the 
direction of Major Gordon, R.E., who, with great judgment, 
conducted the repulse, and finally drove the Russians out of 
the parallel. He was unfortunately severely wounded by a 
musket-ball through the arm, and will for some time be 
Qnable to resume the important duties which he has, from the 
commencement of the siege, so ably performed. 

After onr troops had driyen back the Bnssians on the ri^ht, 
a considerable bodyadyanced up the Woronroff-road rayme» 

* ** Captaia Vicars's death must l>e regarded as a great 1osj», The country has 
been deprived of the aenrioes of an oflScer who was as madi dfstingaislied for Iiis 
devotion airl hrrivciy in ihc ficlrT, ns for liis piety and kindness in private life. 
Not a man in the 97th but wili always remember poor Captain Vicars with 
respect and ndmiration, as combining the Christian man with the gallant soldier. 
Alas ( that this should not be more ncquentlj met with in tfie 
from a jpriwUt JMitt^ 
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and turned tlie lefi ^ank of our advancecl trench of tlio right 
attaolc* It wan here that one of the fatig k parties I spoke of 
was at work ; bat on the enemy approaching, the officer of tlie 
Boyal Engineers who snperintended the constmction of tiie 
battery, Colonel Tylden, caused the men of the 7ih and 34di 
regiments to be formed up I ^ their officers, and promptly led 
them against the Bnssians, who, after a severe s^^le, were 
driven off, bnt not without inflicting on ns eoundettible loss. 
Among our killed were two officers, both highlj spoken of, 
Captain Browne of the 7th Fusileers, and Lieutenant Jordan 
of the 34th regiment; besides which, Colonel Kellj, of tli6 
latter regiment, was made prisoner, after being severdy 
wounded. 

The Hussians also made a third attempt at about the same 
time on the extreme left of our left attack, and got into an 
unfinished battery, which was at the iiioTiient in course of 
construction. A wnrking party of men of tlio 57th regiment 
under the ennnuiniil f>f T jVntonnnt Slin-r-ft,* iramediatolv re- 
pulsed the enemy, l)iit not until tliey had micceeded in c-u rving 
ofif('aptain Montague, li.E,, who was in the trr'rtclir s dircrtint^ 
the work. Our hjiises were severe ; but consid* ririi!; th<' num- 
bers in whi<di the enemy attacked, and the amount of cariualtie.*? 
they met witli in their various soilies, they were not so heavy 
as might have been eaqpected. The following will show the 
lubjses of the Allies :— 

Killed. WovDded. Ifiatng. 1\otel. 

Gmiiltiw 727 

On the 24th instant there was an armistice for some 3 hours 
to bury the dead on both sides ; and according to the reports 
of those who were appointed to count the Russian bodies, it 
appears that over 400 were left on the gi-ound ; and from 
statements made since by deserters, their losses in the different 
sorties on the night of the 22nd amounted to froiu 1 200 to 
1500 men. I must now take you back to the 2 1st instant, on 
trhich day I set off for Eupatoiia. For convenience* sake I 
■will copy firom my journal : — 

ifarcA 2\8t. — and myself rode down to Ejouieflch 

Bay in the morning, and soon after midday got on hoard 
HJf . gunboat Beagle," commanded by Lieutenant Hewitt, 

Lieuif'natit Shortt displayed ^roat ^^illantry on this MCttKMI, and liiinself ibot 
the Kiusiaa officer who led tlie eucmy's sortie. . . « , 
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a very nice fellow, wlio received us with naval hospitality. 
We were soon under way ; the day was fine and bright ; there 
was a heavy swell on, but the eea was not rcmgh. It waa a 
fine sight, steaming through tiie English and French fleets, 
and passing Sevastopol, which looked aa bright and clean as' 
the first day I' had seen it, when on the reconnaissance just 
previous to the landing of the allied armies in the Crimea; 
We coasted as near in-shore as possible, passii^ the BelLck 
and Katcha rivers, and afterwards had a good view of the 
field of Alma, where so many of our brave countrymen rest in 
peace. I should have enjoyed our little voyage much, had it 
not been for the aTs-ful rolling of the gnnboat. I have never 
been on board any vesj^el, even a yacht, which rolled in the 
tremendoiis manner that we did. Kone of the crew could 
move to and fro without laying hold of something or other. 
I asked the commanding-officer if he could work the ginis in 
such a swell, and ho said that it would be perfectly imposniLle, 
as they would roll overboard. So it seems to me that these 
vessels will be of little use, except in still water. 

From the scene of our landing (Kalamita Bay) to Eupatoria, 
the coast was strewed with wrecks of vessels of all sorts, 
which had gone on shore in the hurricane of the 14th of 
Noveml)er ; the most remarkable of these being the Henri 
lY.,," French line-of-battle ship. After a voyage of 34 hours 
We arrived at Eupatoria. The bay was full of transports and 
shipsK)f-war, of which 4 were English steam-frigates. At first 
there was some doubt as to whether we could land, in conse- 
quence of the surf which set in round the bay. After a long 
pull» we landed at the Quaiantine rather wet. 

In our walk to the town we met Omer Pasha riding. He 
received me with great kindness; and I delivered the de- 
spatches which I had brought from the English Head-quarters. 
We then walked up to Colonel Simmons's quarters, airl wei e 
welcomed by him with his usual hospitality. We aftei waids 
visited Colonel Ogilvie, who commands a Turkish brigade of 
infantry, and as he had 2 roomjs in his house unoccupied, he 
was good enough to lodge us. 

March 22nd. — This morning Omer Pasha sent M and 

myself 2 of his horses, magnificently caparisoned ; and in 
company with Odonel Simmons we rode all round tiie defences 
of Eupatoria. The fortifications immediately about the town 
were traced and constracted under the direction of French 
officers of the Corps du G4nie. I was surprised to find them 
yerj ikuliy: tiie works are too numerous and complicated, 
and the flank defence bad. They are constructed on the 
worst system that can possibly be adopted for the protection 
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of a town where the ground around is a dead £at, viz., that of 
having small cavalier hatteries at intervale above Ihe parapet 
and ditch, which are round the town ; conaeqnently they are 
marked objeots, so that an enemy with a powerfol artilleiy 
oonld batter and destroy each in detail. 

At about ^0f)^^ to 1200 yards from the works just mentioned 
a line of earth-fortification is now in course of coraplotion: 
it was traced out by, and constructed under, the sole di- 
rection of Colonel Simmons. The principle is novel, and one 
never before employed. It appears to have ^eat merit ; the 
system of the works being a series of redoubts, with front 
and rear bastions (consequently octagon sliape), so placed 
as to give each other perfect flank fire, and coimected toge- 
ther by a curtain, with ureaks in the centre of each, of such 
width that the garriaon could eally ont^ if necesaary, without 
difficnltv, X was astonished at the admirable manner in 
which the Turldsh troopa had execnted these works, though 
they certainly had every possible advantaget vis. an nnlimitod 
number of men (from 8000 to 10,000 being daily employed), 
and a groimd well adapted for excavation. The parapets of 
all this new line of works were on an average of 18 feet thick, 
with ditches in front upwards of 12 feet broad* 

When this line of circumvallation is complete, it will 
enclose a space round the town capable of camping with the 
greatest ease a force of 00,000 mvn ; and although apparently 
of great extent, Colonel Simmons assures me that with 10,000 
men the redotibts would be amply gannsoned, and able to 
resist a far lar^jer force than the enemy has yet brought up to 
attack the town. I was for the p^eater portion of the day 
with Colonel Simmuus, and had the uppurtnnity of gaining 
much information from his shrewd remaikd and thorough 
Jmowledge of military science. , 

In the evening. Colonel Ogilvie entertained us at a capital 
dinner ; and we bad the pleasure of meeting several English 
officers attached to the Turkish army, all of whom gave us a 
most cordial reception. Amongst the guests was one strange 
character, by name Said Ali, who is interpreter to General 
Cannon. He afforded us much amusement by his stories and 
adventures* According to his account, his father was a 
Frenchman, and his mother a Turkish lady ; but he was bom 
in England, and consequently he says he is more English than 
anything else ! He speaks 7 or 8 languages, and has been 
all over the world ; was 3 ycare in a whaler in the South 
Seas; 2 years at Bagdad; and, later, for many months on . 
the EnplnatoR, where, when starting for Europe, he ex- 
phaoged his second wife with a Persian merchant for a white 
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donkey I Being a Mahometan, he indulges in a plurality of 
wives, having 2 down at Constaotino^e and 1 here; the 
latter is a pretty little Tartar girl, whom he haa married since 
his arrival at Eopatoria* 

Mwrch 23rdl — ^This morning we received an invitation from 
Omer Pasha to dine with him in the evening ; and at the 
same time he sent ns horses and a cavalry escort to attend ns« 
We went out about midday, and rode again all abont the 
positicm and yinited the most advanced Turkish outposts. 
The Eussians still continne to have a cordon of videttes round 
Eupatoria, but at such a considerable distance that it must 
take a very large force of cavahy to supply them. Troops of 
artillery also appeared at intervals in rear of the line. Stay- 
ing for a few moments at one place to observe the movements 
of a body of the enemy, we were fired at by the videttes, but 
without effect. 

In the evening wo went to dine with Omer Pasha. He 
gave us a very fair French dinner, with capital claret. We 
sat down 12 at table; tiie party consisted, be«ides Colonel 
Simmons and ourselves, of 8 officers of his Highnesses Staff, 2 
only being Turks, the remainder all fui < iu,iiers. The dinner 
passed off very pleasantly; Omer Pasha was very goodnatured 
m manner, and tuld some wonderful stories, which, of course, 
we were bound to believe as gospel. He also gave us a good 
deal of useful information, and said that his force now at 
Eupatoria consisted of 56,000 men ; of these he has effective 
about 43,000 infantry, 3000 artillery, and 3500 cavalry ; and 
reinforcements of Egyptian troops axe daily aniving. He 
spoke of his coming to the Allies before Sevastopol with 
20,000 men early next month, or as soon as we could trans- 
port them from Eupatoria to Eamiesch. He stated that, from 
Tartar spies and oiher information, he understood that Hie 
Russian lorce in the neighbourhood of Eupatoria consisted of 
near '40,000 men; of these 9000 were cavalry and 4000 ar- 
tillery. 

March 2^th. — ^We had intended to-day to have returned to 
Kamiesch, bat last night it came on to blow, and in conse- 
quence there was so much surf in the bay that no communi- 
cation Gould be held with the shipping. We are therefore 
obliged to remain until the sea calms down. Between the 
intcTA'als of the toirents of rain that fell during the day we 
walked about the town and paid several visits; first to Omer 
Pasha, w^ith whom we had a long talk, and afterwards to 
M. Koscelszky, chief of the Turkish Staff'; he is a Pole by 
birth, and is one of the cleverest officers Omer Pasha has 
uader him. We then went to visit Skender Bey, also a Polo 
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"by birth, who has been fur many years in the Turkish service. 
He commands "tilieiT cavalry' here, and in a late reconnaissance 
towards Sak was suddenly attacked by a body of the enemy, 
on which occasion his mentumed tail and left him to bis fate. 
He was instantly snrronnded and near being made a prisoner, 
but with desperate determination be fought bis way through 
the Bussians, not without being badly wounded in the bead 
and hand. He aftei*wards bad two of his fingers amputated. 
He is quite an old man, and spoke with a hatred uf the 
Russians which I never beard surpassed : he told me he had 
fought against them aa a youth in 1812, during the French 
invasion of Russia, when serv ing in the Polish Lancers under 
Prince ffoseph Poniatowsky. Poor man ! he looked dreadfully 
ill, and appeared to siiflfer p-eatly from his wounds, but said 
ho hoped it would not be luii^ before he should be able to 
avenge himself upon tho '* sacrea cocIwils " (meaning, of course, 
the Russians). 

I went into the prineli)al Greek church here, which is used 
by the Turkish eoiumissariat as a storehouse for provisions. 
There apjiears nothing striking in the town of Eupatona 
itself: Omer Pasha resides in the best house, and perhaps the 
next best is occupied by tbe French commandant. Then 
all the Government buildings are used aa hospitals for tbe 
Turkish troops. Many of tbe best bouses were destroyed 
when tbe French first came here. The streets are in tbe 
most dreadful state, being generally a foot deep in mud and 
slush, and emitting a most dreadful odour ; however, usually 
there is a narrow trottoir on one side of the streets, which 
renders it possible to walk about without plunging knee-deep 
in mud. The town still contains a considerable number of 
inhabitants, many Tartar families having come in from the 
couiitrv on the first arrival of the Allies. T uiideretaud that 
many of them sutler considerably from waut of food, and that 
serious apprehensions are entertained ffom the diflieulty of 
supplying the Tartar population with proYisioiis.* The Eng- 
lish and French authorities do what thev can for them, and a 
ceiiain number of rations are daily issued to these unfortunate 
people. The able bodied men are all emph)yed either by the 
Turkish government, or else by the English and French com- 
missariat, as labourers, but the vast proportion of the popula- 

* As an Instance of the want of provisions, especially inrnt, it nin)' be mentioned 

that immediately after the repulse of tli<' K'ussians before Kupatoria, ou Februai-y 
17th, the Tnrfar iiihabttnnts srilli' il out of tlio town, and hardly wnitina; t"' pf!!a£re 
tiio dead, attack eti the carcases of the unfortunate horses which had been kiiletl on 
both sides daring the fight, cut them up iuto poiUble pieces, and carried them odT 
ibr food I 
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tion constats of old men, women, and children, who are of hat 
little use to the Allies in any way, 

March 25th. — The suif was still so great that it was impossible 

to communicate with the shipping ; we c^onscqueotly deter- 
mined to have a ride along the coast to look at the " Henri IV/' 
and other vessels that had been wrecked on the shore. Ac- 
cordingly we started, goinjz; along the narrow strip of land be- 
tween the sea and tlic Sasik Putrid Lake (a great salt marsh). 
It M'"as a Tiiclancholy sight to see the debiis of so many ships. 
After riding about two and a half miles we came alongside tlie 
** Henri IV.," which had stranded so high on .sliore that we 
got on board by means only of a small bridge made of planks 
and rijpes. We found a lieutenant of the French navy on 
board, who received us with great kindness and showed us 
over the remains of the sliip. All her gnus and stores have 
been taken out, as well as the planks of each deck, with the 
exception of the ]^(j(>p and forecastle : the giui.s have been re- 
moved to Kamiescli and are now emjduyed in the French bat- 
teries against the to\^^l, and the planking of the decks has been 
made into platforms for the same. 

The French have constructed a small earthwork or redoubt 
just in j&ont of the Henri lY./' and have erected inside a 
small wooden barrack, in which reside 60 seamen and also 
a small Turkish gnaid. The redonbt is armed with 4 
32-poander carroncdes, so that ihey are well protected against 
any attack of the enemy. After staying there some little time 
and drinking a glass of grog with iheFrencli officer in charge. 
We rode back to the town and once more went round all the 
works. To-day being Sunday, the Turkish troops employed 
in constiiicting the new fortifications had a holiday for %\ asli- 
ing their clothes ; but Colonel Simmons, and the Turkish offi- 
cers immediately under his direction, were up at cock-crow 
this morning, and have been employed duiing the whole day 
in tracing out 3 new redoubts on the left of the position, 
which they hope will be completed in another week. 

March 2(Sth, — The sea having at last gone do'\^-n snfficiontly, 
it waR decided that the " ^Manilla steam transport should start 
tliis evening, or early to-morrow morning, and take us back to 
KamicsL'h. We theiefore went to take our leave of Omer 
Pasha and receive In's desi)atches for the English and French 
Head -quarters. I took leave of Simmons and Ogilvie and 
went on board the " Manilla " late in the evening. 

March 21th. — I awoke this morning fiom the noise of getting 
under way, about 4 a.m., but thought it prudent to lie still 
until accustomed to the motion. Got np at 8 a.m., and, going 
ou deck, found we wore just steaming past the valley of the 

T 2 
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Alma ; tlie day was magnificent and tlie sea calm. We moved 
along but slowly, as tlio ** Manilla has only an aiixiliary 
screw of (30-horso power. We arrived at Kasatch Bay soon 
after 10 a.m., and immediately went on board tlie flag-ship, the 
** Itoyal Albert," and saw Sir fidmxind Lyons and Colonel Yea 

i7th Fusiliers^, who has been staying with him for the last 
ew days for his health. We then heard of the serions attack 
made by the Bussians on our trenches during the night of the 
212nd. Shortly after I landed and rode np to Head-qnarters on 
a troop-horse of one of Lord Eaglan's escort, so as to deliver 
withont loss of time the despatclies I carried. Her Majesty's 
steam-transport " Himalaya was in Kasatch Bay when I left 
it, with 870 artillery horses on board ; not before they are 
wanted. 

March 28f^.— Eeceivod letters to-day of the 16th instant 
from England, by which mail Lord Raglan beard from Lord 
Cowley at Paris that the Emperor Napoleon does not intend 
coming to the Crimea. 

March 29th. — Very hot, baking day. This morning T was 
ordered to go with a flag of truce to take lettei-s, money, and 
baggage for some of our officers who are prisoners in ^jevasto- 
pol. Accordingly I went to the Head- quarters of the 1st corps 
aarm^e for an order from General P^lissier to go into the 
French trenches* I had some little conversation with him 
about old times, as I had known him at Oran, in Africa, 2 
years ago. Having got a pass, I rode down as far as piactic* 
able, and then dismonnted and walked to the most advanced 
French parallel, near the Bussian Quarantine Fort ; when aiv 
rived there, aft^ the flag of truce had been put up, and tho 
bugle had been sounded in the trench, the firing ceased on both 
sides, and immediately a white flag was hoisted, in answer to 
mine, on Fort Alexander* I crossed the parapet and advanced 
up to the Russian rifle pits, beyond which place the sharp- 
shooters would not allow me to go. I was then in the Qua- 
rantine ground of Sevastopol, and close to the chin ch and 
oometery. In a few minutes a EussiaTi officer approached on 
horseback and took the letters, mone}', &c., which I had 
Tu'ought. T observed the gold lace on his cap. coat, and sword 
was covered with crape : he iokl me the whole army was in 
liiourning for the Emperor. How they can have got their 
crape is quite a puzzle ! Ho did not appear anxious to enter 
into conversation, so we bowed and retired. Immediately I 
had repassed the parapet, and the Russian officer was out of 
sight, the white flags were hauled down and the firing recom- 
menced on both sides* 

During the last 2 days nothing of importance has occurred. 
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except tliat the enemy have opened emhrasures in the Ma* 
melon against the Frenoli trenches, and the fire from the guns 
in them has oost our allies many casualties ; I suppose that in 
a day or 'two they will open other guns upon us. I enclose 
you a detailed Parade State of the army imder Lord Eaglan's 
command of the latest date that I could procure, viz. March 
2(3 til.* The weather has changed again, and yesterday and 
to-day have been very cold. I li;ivo never mentioned to you 
that a field-telegraph, Avhich was sent out hero near 2 months 
ago, is now in use. Lines have been laid down from Head- 
quarters to Balaklava, to oiich of our attacks, as well as to a 
station between the 3rd and 4th Division camps, and another 
between those of the 2nd and liglit JJi visions. Lord Eaglan 
can therefore now communicate in a few minutes with any of 
his generals at any time, day or night. It is also a great ad- 
vantage to have it In tlie trenches, as in the event of any sortie 
hy the enemy, reinforcements can be sent for and instractions 
asked by the commandii^ officers in either attack* 
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— English magazine blown up — General Bizot's burial — Admiral Bruat's 
opinion — Uecounaissauce under Omer Fasha — 77tli regiment attack and cap- 
ture three RiwefaD rifle-pits Death of Ccknel Kgerton — A gallant drummer* 
hojr — English casualties — Council of War — Proposed assault of the town — 
General Canrobert refiiaea to co-operate— His unpopularity — Paqjeeted ex- 
pedition to Kertch •'-^ Omer Pasha returns to £upatoria-»EngIidi casualties ~ 
Kussian losses during secuid bombardment. 

Head-quarters before Sevastopol, April 7th, 1855. 

It is 12 montlis this day since I took leave of jou all ; a year 
of great events and one which I shall remember above all 
others to the end of my life. I can hardly believe that it is a 
whole year since I last saw you, time has flown so quickly by. 
How I wonder if another is to elapse^before seeing you again ; 

* Ttcfe Appendix A. 
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I cannot but trust that the same Power wliich has preservecl 
mo through so many dangers will some day restore me to mj 
home. 

T have omitted before to mention to yuu, that for some time 
past it has been in contemplation to commence a new bombaTd* 
ment, and on more thfoi one occasion during the last monih it 
has heen next to decided npon. But one thing or another each 
time has put it off; first, it was thought necessary that the 
French should take ^e Ouvrages Blancs, and then when they 
found that impracticable, they decided to erect batteries to iiro 
against these works. Tlien the Mamelon sprang np, and thein- 
Tcntive ei) orgies of the J'lnglih^h and French engineers were 
tasked to find places where best to erect batteries to subdue 
its fire. 

It was arranged at the end^of last month that the Allies 
should open fire from all their guns on the morning of the ord 
of April. But on the night of the 1st, (rcneral Canrobert sent 
to T>ord li*aglaii proposing to put it off for a few days, and sug- 
gested that a Council of War should be held the following 
afternoon. Tliis accordingly took place, and, after mneli dis- 
cussion, it was decided to put oif the Lonibarduient until iLo 
morninp; of the oth instant. This was done entirely at the 
particular request of the French generals, for they hoped by 
that time, that Omer Pasha and his 20,000 Turks would havo 
arrived from Eupatoria. The French, it appears, have got an 
idea, which they say is gained from information received 
through their spies, that when the Allies assault the town, the 
Bussian army outside will attack the rear of our position or 
BalaJclava, and fhey think our forces are not strong enough to 
carry on successfully two things at once, viz. the assault 
of the town in front, and the defence of our position in 
rear. 

We have learnt from our spies that, since the fine weather, 
the enemy have largely increased the number of troops near 
Tehorgoun, and have also brought up a large force from the 
interior to the Mackenzie Farm heights. The troops at the 
foimer place are stated as being from 10,000 to 12,000 in 
number, and those at the latter no less than 30,000, so that 
they could bring any morning against Balaklava or any other 
portion of our lines at least 40,000 men. It is an attack 
from these troops that has so much alarmed the French 
generals. 

I ought to observe that Lord Eaglan is much against the 
Turks coming here : I understand he thinks that there may 
possibly be some difBculty in carrying on effective operations 
with three armies differently organised^ each with an inde- 
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pendent chief, and no one to command the whole. Omer 
Tasha considers himself senior both to Lord l^aglan and 
General Canrobert, as he has been a marshal for more than 
a year. Then, unfortunately, the French do not pay 
that respect to Omer Paslia that is due to his rank and 
command, and it rccpiircfci all Lord Raglan's well-known tact 
to keep the comniauders-in-chief of the French and Tuikisii 
annics on that footing of cordiality so necessary to snccessful 
co-operation. Lord J'afj;lan hai> also another reason for not 
wishing for the Turkibh troops ; he thinks bringing more 
men to thia already crowded ground, now that tbe hot 
weather is coming on, likely to promote eicknesa and 
disease. 

Alitor all iheee ohanges, you will not l^e Butprised to hear 
that the French on the 4th instant ag^in insisted on the day 
of our opening fire being put off, giving as one of their 

reasons that they did not wish to engage the enemy on Good 
Friday ! This, we think, is all humbug, and a very lame 
excuse to ^n time, so that Omer Pasha may arrive with his 

reinforcement before the bombardment commences. Some 
delay has taken place in the embarkation of the troops from 
iRnpatoria, in consequence of the Turkish authorities not 
having sent np more than half the Eg3']itian division. Omer 
Pasha will therefore only bring with him 13,000 instead of 
20,00u men. They are expected in the course of to-morrow ; 
two-thirds of the troops are to be transported here by the 
French, and the remaining third by us. 

The bombardment is now fixed to commence on the Otb, 
when tlio Allies will open wiili from 450 to 500 pieces of 
ordnance. It is generally believed that the Enssian arma- ' 
ment opposed to us consists of about 600 guns and mortars, 
but it is imposaible to ascertain at all accun^tely by the most 
careful observation, as there is no doubt that in many places 
there are cannon behind the parapets, the embrasures of 
which have not yet been unmasked. 

Great preparations have been made for the reception of our 
wounded in tlie ensuing bombardment ; there is extra 
accommodation for 300 patients in the regimental hospitals, 
and a laige niuuber of huts, capable of holding upwards of 
500 men, have been prepared in rear of the 3rd and 4th 
Divisions ; and in the Sanitarium, on the heights above 
Balaklava, there is room for about 200 patients, 'lliore are 
also five ^nod sized steamers fitted up as hospital-ships, 
which will contain, with comparative ease, upwards of 600; 
so that at the present moment, arrangements have been made 
for the housing of at least 1000 wounded soldiers, and it is 
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proposed thst^ should the nnmber of our casualtiea require ii^ 
a regiineiit now in huts should be put under oanvas. and con- 
sequently room would be obtained for nearly 500 more 
wounded. It is to be hoped that, although our losses will be 
far more severe than during the last bombardment, yet wo 
shall not require so much accommodatinn as is alrenrly pre- 
pared. The fact of our trenches <l;iily advancing, and also 
the extra fire poured upon us from tlie large work on the 
Mamelon, ha»s much increased the numlxjr of our casualties ; 
besides which, the enemy liave joined their rifle-pits in front 
of our right attack, so as to make a sort of parallel, and in 
this they place a large number uf sharpshooters who keep up 
an incessant £re of small arms on our men in the advanced 
trenches. 

Our losses from the first to the 5th iiLsiant iiiclusivo were 
as follows : — 1 officer killed (Lieutenant liainbrigge, E.E.) 
and 3 wounded; 15 men killed and 52 wounded. Total 
casualties, 71 ; consequently our average loss ia rather over 
14 per day. The French daily suffer severe loss, especially 
in uieir Inkennann attack, from the fire of the Mamelon and 
the Bnssian rifle-pits in its front. I have been told upon 
good authority that in this attack alone flie French lunre 
daily upwards of 100 casualties : this is doubtlesa caused to 
a great extent by the fact of their crowding their trenches 
with troops ; I believe it to be no exaggeration when I say, 
that they have six men where we haye one ; consequently a 
shot or shell idling in any part of the trench usually disables 
0Bveral men. Colonel Vico told me the other day that a 
single round shot from the Mamel )n killed 12 men and 
wounded 4 more in their advanced trench of the Inkermann 
attack. 

On the 4th and 5th instant, Lord Raglan went through the 
whole of tho trenches of both attacks, and even visited some 
of our ritto-pits, much to the anxiety of tho members of tho 
Staff who were with him. He was accompanied everywhere 
by General Jones, and, to our hon-or, we saw them on ono 
occasion coolly walk across the open from the 2nd to the 3rd 
parallel ; foi-timately they were not discovered by the enemy 
soon enough to send round shot at them, but the musket-balls 
came whistling about in dozens, and why neither were hit 
seemed wondeifiil. I should tell you that Lord Raglan vnR 
never allow (on ordinary occasions) any of his Stalf, except 
erhaps one aide-de-camp, to follow him when he exposes 
imself in this manner. 
The railway, which is now completed np to the Col, took 
its first trip with living freight from iihere to Balaklava yesteiv 
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day aftemooii* It most unfortunately did not reaoli its desti- 
nation without a had accident. SeTeral hundred men of the 
71st regiment^ stationed near the viUage of Kadakoi, were 
carried jxp on the backs of moles and land-transport animals 
in the morning to Hie front, and were then sent to comj^ete 
the construction of two new batteries in the left attack. Thej 
remained in the trenches until late in the afternoon^ after 
having executed their work in the most r reditable manner. 
It was tlie first time the men of this regiment had been in the 
trenches, and they were fortmiate in having only one casoaliy, 
and that of no. importance, being merely a bullet graze, 
although they were fired at repeatedly. After coming out of 
the trendies, thoy Avero to march to the Col, from which place 
they were to go on tlie railway waggons doAvn to BaLaklava. 
Head-qiiaiiers being hnt little out of their way, Lord liaglan 
had ordered that they should come there on their road that he 
might inspect (lu m, and he desired the commissariat at Head- 
quarters to prepare a quantity of tea and coffee, &c., for them, 
and he would regale the officere in his own house. All this 
was done, and, after his Lordship had inspected and thanked 
them for the good work they had performed, they were marched 
off to the Col, and were soon all seated in the waggons. Mr. 
licattie, the chief of the railway works, waij in the train. They 
started at a moderate pace, but, the incline being considerable, 
it increased imtil the breaks became useless : the first truck 
got pushed off the line and was broken to pieces, and almost 
all tiie men in it badly hurt The two next trucks were also 
mnoh damaged, and the men pitched out and severely bruised. 
One man of the 71st and a navvy were killed^ and over 10 
men had to go into hospital. One is so badly hurt that they 
doubt his recovery, and Smother bad to undergo amputation of 
the leg. This lu^ortnnate accident was immediately tele- 
graphed to Lord Baglan, who became aware of it within 5 
minutes of its occurrence. He instantly despatched his Mili* 
tary Secretary, Colonel Steele, and two aides-de-camp to ren- 
der assistance, and ordered his carriage to be sent down to be 
of any use to carry the injured men. No blame is to be 
attached to the railway people: Mr. Beattie, who behaved 
with great judgment and coolness, was himself badly bruised. 

T was sent again early this morning to take in a flag of 
ti^K'O, to give over some letters from Kussian officers to their 
friends, and ntliors to English officers, prisoners of war. I 
went as before to the advanced French trc:i< h on tlie extreme 
left, near the Quarantine Fort. The Russian officer who met 
me was a very civil, gentlemanlike man, and began by Rpolo- 
gising for keeping me waiting, which 1 had been doing for 
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some 10 nimutes. In giving him the letters for our officeis 
who are prisoners, I asked after them ; he said that none re* 

mained in Sevastopol, except Captain Montague (Royal En- 
gineers), who is living with an aido-dc-camp of the general 
command ill*:; the town : he added that be waa very well ; and 
that last night he had had *' un verre de grog " with liira, and 
thoy had passtnl a very pleasant evening together. Before 
parted we .shook hands, and he expressed a wish that we 
sliould meet some day on more familiar terms. 

An enormous quantity of ammuniticm has been brought up 
to the front^ and put into the different batteries, and in iLo 
two artillery parks. The submarine electric telegraph arrived 
some little time ago at Constantinople, and has sinoe gone on 
to Varna, from near which place it is to be laid' down, and 
carried across the Blac^ Sea to the Crimea. H.M.S. *^ Terrible ^ 
has gone ftx>m the English fleet before Seyastopol to assist, and 
it is hoped that before many days elapse it will arrive, and 
thus enable the Commanders-in-Chief out here to commimit 
cate with their respective Governments at home in the course 
of a few hours. General Scarlett, wlio has been commanding 
the cavalry division since the recall of Lord Lucan, left the 
Crimea on the 2nd instant, and is now on his way home on 
urgent private affairs, lie is temporarily succeeded by Lord 
George Paget, who is K'ln'or cavalry officer in the Ciiinea. 

Since writing- the above, the Commander-in-Chief hm re- 
turned fi-oni riding round the divisions along the front, and 
those of bib Sta-lf who were with him tell me that his progress 
through the camps was a peifect ovation, the i^en all turning 
out and cheering him wherever he went. 



Hefui-quarten before Sevastopol, April lOth, 1855. 

We have at last really commenced the bcnnbardmeiit : 
yesterday morning at a quarter past five the guns in all the 
batteries, French and English, opened fire. They consist of no 
less than 464 pieces of ordnance : of these, 303 are in the old 
French attack, 109 in the English attacks, and 52 in the 
French Inkermann attack. It rained all through the night 
previous to our opening fire, and literally poured the whole 
of yesterday and part of last night : now it is clearing up. 
I think yesterday was the worst day we have had since the 
dreadful storm of November last. It had its advantages too; 
in the first place, wo completely took the Russians by sur- 
prise, for they did not generally open their batteries until half 
an hour after us, and during that time the Allies must have 
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ihrawn upwards of 2000 shot and shell into ih» iown. In Uiq 
second place, the Tchemaya river is so mucli swollen from tbq 
quantity of rain which has fallen, that it has overflowed its 
hanks some distance on each side ; and the portion of the 
valley of Balaklava on which the celebrated Light Cavalry 
chaige took place is also partly undt i water, and the ground 
so deep as to be quite impracticable for the movement of 
troops, or at any rate for cavaliy and ai-tillery. Consequently 
wc may consider our rear at the present moment to be almost 
una»«;sailable by the enemy. 

At tlie commencement of flic day our artillerymen were 
allowed to fire at will, tli()n<;h towards the middle of the day, 
when the enemy's fire hntl greatly dimininhed, orders were 

fivcii not to exceed the rate of 120 rounds per gun in the 24 
oui-s. We hare between 500 and C^(^0 rounds per gun in 
all the English batteries, and from 000 to 800 rounds per 
gun in our artillery parks, besides as nuich more at Balaklava 
ready to be brought u]) to the front should it be required. 
Our batteries have continued blazing away ever since, and 
have dune great execution, many of the Kussian batteries being 
in the most complete ruin, and, with the exception of one or 
two, they none of them fire above 1 shot to 5 of ours. This 
weather is dreadfiilly trying to those in the trenches ; and, as 
an instance, I may mention that in one of the batteries whicbi 
J visited in our right attack, the artillerymen serving the guns 
were standing almost up to their knees in water; unfortu* 
naiely there was no help for it, as from the nature of the 
ground at this point it was impossible to drain the battery. 

In spite of the weather the men all appear in the highest 
spirits, and are most anxious to be allowed to attack the town^ 
I fear at present there will be little chance of that, as I under- 
stand already that General Canrobert does not think sufficient 
impression has been made to warrant an assault. It appears 
that he has received instructions from the Emperor Napoleon 
not to assault unless perfectly certain of the result not only 
being in our favour, but also not to attempt it if the sacrifice 
of life should be great, as his Majesty is anxious for operations 
in the field against the enemy to be commenced immediately, 
Lord T^aglan takes quite a different view ; he is for assaulting 
the town without delay, as he thinks that the longer it is 
postponed the more difficult it will be to accomplish; for as 
the season advances reinforcements will be daily arriving to 
the rjussians, and he doubts the feasibility of can-j'ing on with 
energy operations in the field as well as continuing a siege 
of such gigantic dimensions. One drawback at the piesent 
moment to a general attack on Sevastopol would be, that in 
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consequence of tbe liadness of the weather the aQied fleets 
could not in safety go in near enougb to &e Bnssian sea 
batteries. Not that it is intended for the ships again to 
engage the forts, but merely as a diversion in our favonr, 
as it would oblige the Bussians to keep manned the sea 
defences, and they would consequently have fewer artillery- 
men to serve the guns in the works against the Allies. Kever- 
thelcss, we may consider the commencement of this bombard* 
ment 8atisfactx)ry. 

Th(» Euglish losses^ I am delighted to say, are, comparatively 
speaking, trifling ; yesterday, I understand that they did not 
exceed 15 killed (one an officer, Lieutenant Twyford, R.N.) 
and 30 wounded (one alao an officer of the Naval Brigade, 
Captain Lord John Hay). Total casualties, 45. This is a 
very small number in comparison with our loss on tbe 17th 
of October, whicli, iu> you laixy remember, was 144 ca^-ualties. 
I understand, that our loss to-day, at present, has even been 
less than yesterday. Great credit is due to the officers and 
men of the Boyal Artilleiy and of tiie Naval Brigade, who 
have so assiduously worked the guns with unceasing cnerg^^ 
under most trying circumstances. 

Omer Pasha landed on the 8th instant, bringing with him a 
strong brigade of near 5000 men, having been preceded the 
night before by Ismael Pasha with a division of 9000 Tmks. 
This reinforcement of near 14,000 men has been landed at 
Kamiesoh, and is now encamped near that place ; their desti- 
nation is to be the high ground near the Col, as being midway 
between Balaklava and the heights before Inkermann, so that 
they will be available to bo sent to either place in the event 
of an attack from the eneiuy on any portion of the rear of our 
position. Our casualties from the 5th to the 8th instant, 
inclusive, were 3 men killed and 15 wounded. 



Head-qmnten liefore SerMtqpol, April 14t]i, 18S5* 

Perhaps the shortest way will be for me to give you extracts 
from my Journal * 

April ilth. — We kept up the bombardment . 

all last night, and throughout the day. I imdexstand that we 
have 7 guns disabled by tbe fire from the town, and unforta- 
nately the roads and trenches are in such a dreadful state 
lhat it is quite impossible to replace them. 300 men were 
employed for some nours last night trying to get some guns 
into tbe 2 unarmed, last-constructed batteries in the left 
attack, but they were unable to move them. The greater part 
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of this day has been fine, and for some hotirs it was qnite hot 
and Bunny. Tin's afternoon, General Bizot (Chef du Corps dn 
Genie) was sliot l»y a Inillet through the head, fired from one 
of the enemy's rifle-pits, the hall entering in under bis jaw and 
left ear, and lodging in his right cheek. He was at the time 
passing from the English right attack to the French Inkermanu 
trenches, in company with General Niel. It was at first 
reported that General Bizot was killed ; but although dan* 
geronsly wounded, the doctors still hope that he may recoTor. 
The loss of his serrices at the present moment is a most 
nnfortnnate circnmstanoe, and eveiy one feels for the poor 
old General, who is mnoh respected for his nndannted courage, 
independently of his great military talents. 

AprU 12th. — ^Tbe French kept up a heavy fire of shells and 
rockets during last night from their Inkennann attack ; we 
only fired at intervals, as it was found necessary to repair our 
trenches ; besides which, we were desirous of getting some 
fresh guns in battery. As it was, we managed to place 
four 32-pounders in the 6-gun battery in the advanced parallel 
left attack. The French had a serious aifair last night on their 
extreme left : they have been contemplating for some time 
past an advance against the Knssian amhnscadcs. Tliese are 
rather more than rifle-pits, hoing a sort of small qnarrics, 
probahly where stone or rock have been taken out for building 
puT'j)oses ; and they nrc close np to the eemeter)' of the 
qnarantino. The night before last the French had attempted 
to take this ground, but finding the enemy in force, did not 
actually attack. However, last night a large number of troops 
were tuld off for the purpose, and in the first instance advanced 
with great resolution, drove the enemy off, and immediately 
commenced destroying such of the ambuscades as would be 
useless to them, and altering the remainder to suit their own 
purposes. The Kussians did not long leave them unmolested, 
for in a few minutes a column of infantry advanced, covered 
by a cloud of skirmishers, and opened so destruotiTe a fire 
against our allies, that lliey speedily had to retire and abandon 
the work which they had commenced. The Hussions, taking 
advantage of the confusion of the French retiring, poured into 
' them an incessant fire, causing them very severe loss. The 
fusillade continued on both sides until the first dawn of 
day. The French admit that this affair cost them 250 
casualties! 

This morning the fire from the English batten* r s was re- 
opened with renewed vigour, but during the first few hours 
we suffered some loss, especially amongst the sailors of the 
naval brigade, whose batteries in our right attack it appeared 
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the enoTnv were particularly desirous of rlestroyiiig, and for 
this purpose luought every gun thoy could to hear upon 
theiD. But Captain Peel, R.N., with his usual judgmcut, in 
spite of this heavy cannonade, couinianded the sailorfci' bat- 
teries with the ntniost coohicss and courage, and Bucceedod 
in completely silcnciug the enemy's guns, wkicli were firing 
at them from the Malakoff and Mamelon. Lord Raglan sent to 
lequest Sir E. Lyons for more men to fill up the casualties in 
the naTal brigade, and also to enable us to open some fresh 
guns. In consequence Sir Edmund has promised to send up 
200 men from H.M.S. " Hodney" to-morrow morning. Ge- 
neral Bizot is said to be better ; the ball was extracted this 
morning from his cheek. 

April I'dth, — Last night, in consequence of the &tigue parfy 
losing their way in the great darkness, only 1 new gun was 
got into its place ; this was a 32-pounder in the advanced 
six-gun battery left attack. This morning our most advanced 
battery right attack, armed with eight 8-inch guns, opened 
for the first time Avitb wonderful effect and completely shut 
up the Malakoff batteries it bore upon. The Russians, on the 
other hand, opened a heavy fire again from the Mamelon both 
on ourselves and the French. Our fire continued with \agour 
throughout the day, except the unlucky six-gun battery left 
attack, which was overpowered by the concentrated fire from 
the Russian Redan, Barrack, and Garden batteries : several of 
our artillerymen in it were killed and wounded and 1 gun 
disabled, o&erwise our casualties were few during the day. 

This morning a division of Turks (9000 strong) maix^hed 
£rom near Eamiesch to the Heights above the Col and the vil- 
lage of Eamara, under the immediate command of Omer Pasha ; 
5 other battalions of Turks (over 4000 men) were sent by him 
to Balaklava to be aU . bed to the force under Sir Colin 
Campbell's command. The end r>f the wii*e of the submarine 
electric telegraph was landed about midday near the monas- 
tery'^ of St. George : it has come in a direct line across the 
Black Sea from Capo Kalagna, which is about 30 miles north 
of Yarna. The telegraph is now laid down from England to 
the Crimea, witli the exception of from Giurgevo to Varna; 
but that will bo finished in less than a month. As it is. Lord 
Haitian can communicate with the Government in London in 
about 30 hours. The first detachment of the 10th Hussars 
arrived to-day from Egypt, mustering 100 men and horses, 
exclusive of oflRcors. 

uipril 14^A. (this day). — The English right attack and the 
French Tnkermann atl!ack continued to fire incessantly during 
the night. In our left attack we were pretty qmet, so that 
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We might repair damages and place guns» &0. In this we 
weie Tery successful, and we got eight 32-poundei*s into the 
unarmed batteiy in the advanced trench to the right of our 
left attack, and replaced the disabled guns in the six-gun bat- 
tery, besides getting five l^i-inch mortals in the iirst parallel 
left attack, and replacing a disabled 68-pounder light attack, 
llie French made a 6ucces.sful advance last night < n the left, 
and captured several of the enemy's ambuscades i/Lar tho 
cemetery of the quarantine. This was not done ^vithuuf great 
loss. It had l)een determined by the French Generals that 
tliis ground should l>e captured cost what it might, as their 
daily losses from the Kussian sharpshooters in these pits could 
"be borne no longer. Accordingly, 2 colunms of attack were 
organised : one— from their extreme left, cuubisting of about 
800 men, was to advance, capture and hold 6 ambuscades 
near the quarantine cemetery ; the other — consibting of about 
500 men, was to move out of one of their adTanced batterieii 
near the centre of their trenches, and attack and bold 4 
large ambuscades above the others. It would appear that 
the enemy were prepared to receive this attaok of the French, 
as they were in great force. The two French columns ad- 
vanced simultaneously ; the left, after a oomdderable stru^le, 
was successful, and got possession of, and held, the 6 ambus^ 
cades. The right column, in the first instance, was not so 
fiuccessful, as on their attacking the enemy's pits they were 
received by a most murderous and well-directed fire, which 
kill I 1 and wounded numbers of our allies, who were soon 
obliged to retire to their trenches; but immediately after- 
wards the supports were brought up, and a second attack was 
made with perfect success, though not without some hard 
fighting. '^Tlio Russians were obliged to abandon their pits, 
wlii'-h our allies continued to occupy during the ni;;ht, and 
Contrived bv this mornin}]r to tuni and connect toiix-thci', .so 
as to ni;'Jvo a sort of new advanced fTcnch. They had '< <*fficoi's 
killed and 1 1 wounded, and 207 men killed and wounded. It 
is im] possible to estimate the Rujjsian loss, hut, from the nu»i- 
ber of dead which they left behind, it must have been con- 
siderable. 

The English Ambassador, Lord Stratford de Eedcliffe, is ex- 
pected here in a few days frf>m rV)nstantiiio])le on a visit to 
Lord Ivaglan ; it. is said, with a ]iolitical object connected with 
the l\irkish Government. A grand Council of War asseniLled 
at llead-quartei's this morning, and is only just over, having 
lasted several hours* The object of it was to discuss the feasi- 
bility of an assault. I know no details, but I understand that 
the general features of the Council were, Lord Baglan and ihe 
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HJngliiili Generals for, General Canrobert and the Frencli 
against, an {ussault, so I fear we are as far from taking Sevas- 
topol as ever. I conclude with giving you the casualties of 
the English from the 9th to the 13th inolusiTe. 

A««» i Offioew 

1 Men 

. f OflRcers 



Total , 
Cttualties 167 



KUled. 


Wounded. 


1 


4 


23 


31 


2 


4 


18 


64 


44 


123 







Head-quai tei-s before SevastojKil, April 21st, 1855. 

The incidents of the last few days have been so varied that 
you will better imderstaud me if 1 continue to give you ex- 
tracts from my Juunial. 

April loth, — It rained all last night, but to-day it has boon 
fine. During the night we repaired our trenches and panq>ol6, 
and ordei"s were previouisly sent down to reduce the fire of our 
artilleiy from 120 rounds per guu to 80 in the 24 hours. 
Colonel Parlby (10th HutHsars) came up to report his anival 
to Lord Baglan to-day ; as eenior officer he takes command of 
the division of oavaliy in fhe ahsence of General Scarlett 
General Bizot died this afternoon, although up to witliin 
an hour of his death the doctors thought that he would re- 
cover. 

Shortly after dusk, Lord Baglan, accompanied by the Staff, 
rode up to the Maisou d'Eau to meet General Canrobert and 
his Staff, to see 3 mines blown up between the most advanced 
French sap and the Kussian Bastion du Mat. The object of 
this was to open the ground between the works of our allies 
and the enemy, anrl. immediately after the explosion, men wore 
to rusli into it, nnj form an advanced trench ; in this manner 
it^was hoped to crown the salient angle of the Bastion du Mat, 
with the ulterior object of establishing a battery on it wliich 
would fire on the inner defences of the town. The explosion 
did not take place until half-past 8 p.m., when only 2 out of 
the 3 mines blew up. Directly after, the liussians opened a 
most furious cannonade from all their batteries opposed to the 
French, and also some on us. They evidently thought it was 
an assault on the town, for 5 minutes after the explosion their 
parapets were lined with men, who kept firing peals of mus- 
ketry indiscriminately towuds the French; besides which, 
ihey flung showers of hand-grenades and threw numbers of 
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• small (Jobom tsliells at the advanced porti(ni of the trenches. 
Indeed, every species of missile seemed to luivo bcM ii used by 
the liiissians uii this occasion. It Avas a Uiagiiifieent scene, but 
our excitement was cut short by the rain, which fell in such, 
quantity that we were all wet to the skin in a few miuutes. 
The torrent of fire continued for about an hour, when the 
enemy probably found out that no assault was intended, and 
oonsequently relapsed into sullen silence. 

AprU I6th. — ^It rained a good deal during last night, but this 
morning and throughout the day it has continued fine. We 
have learnt the efieot of the explosions in front of the Bastion 
du Mat last night Immediately afler the 2 mines had been 
fired, about 300 volunteers rushed in and commenced dear-* 
ing away and opening out a communication between them. 
This work waa one of great difliculty, for, independently of 
the nature of the ground, which was very hard and rocky, and 
the intense darkness, the Kussians continued pouring upon 
them showers of missiles of all sorts : but, in spite of tlieir 
severe losses, our allies, in' the most gallant manner continued 
working, and succeeded to a great extent in eftectmg their 
purpose ; but as no couununication could be made with the 
trenches in so short a spaee of time, it was 11iou<2;ht advisable 
to abandon the greater portion of the new work shortly boforo 
daylight this moniing. A heavy fire was kept up througliout 
the night on the town from the l)atteries of the Allies. About 
2 P.M., a shell from the enemy burst in front of the door of the 
magazine in the centre of our S gun advanced battery, right 
attack, and blew it up "with a tremeiulous explosion. It for a 
time completely mined the battery, the earth thrown up liter- 
ally burying feuuie of the guns and filling up 7 of the embra- 
sures. However, one gun was unhurt, and the officer of the 
Koyal Artillery in command of the battery, Captain Dixon, 
immediately ordered it to bo fired, and continued to reply from 
this single gun to the tremendous cannonade which the enemy ^ 
seeing our disaster, poured upon us. Nothing could exceed 
the gallantry of this officer, whose coolness and courage excited 
the admiration of all.* By the explosion we lost 1 man killed, 
who was in the magazine at the time (the poor creature was 
hlown to pieces, nothing but one of his hands being found), 
and 9 other men of the Artillery wounded, but fortimately 
only 2 seriously. Several men of the infantry (guard of the 
trenches) were more or less injured by the falling of earth, 
stones, &o., blown up into the air by the ( .\ plosion. Lord 
Baglan, who was riding up at the front at the time, and saw 

' * F<Mr his distinguished eondtict m tiib oocMdon Captain Disco has reodFed 
tfafl Victoria CroM^ 

U 
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our miafortime, after giving direotioiis for leBtoring the bsfeteijr 
to a aerrioeable state, went and visited the poor men who had 
been hnrt. This is the first ooonrrence of the sort that liaa 
happened to the English during the siege. 

At 3 P.M. Lord Baglan and the Staff rode over to the 
French right Engineer park, to be present at the ceremony 
of the burial of Genend Bizol Omer Pasha and a large 
Staff, and all Uie French general offioecs off dul^y wem 
present, besides numbers of other oflScers, and as many as 
could be spared of the oflRcers of tlic Royal Engineers 
also att<indod. The body lay in state in a hnt which bad 
been fitted up as a chapelle nrdente " for the occasion. The 
service was performed by the 3 senior priests attaebed 
to the French army, and after the principal persons present 
had sprinkled the coffin with holy water, it was removed 
about 100 yards off to the place of interment by men of the 
Corps du Genie. At the termination of the religious cere^ 
monj, Generals Canrobert, Pelissier, and Kiel made oiutions 
over the grave. It was a striking scene, but I did not think 
it so imprsHsive as onr own simple service. 

JfrU 17th, — ^The 8-gmi advanced battery in onr right 
attack, and in which the magaaine was blown up yesterdi^ 
was repaired during last nighty and Ihis morning opened as if 
nothing had happen#d: this is very creditable to onr engip 
neers. Orders were sent down to the batteries to reduce 
our fire to from 30 to 40 ronnds per gun daily. This ia in 
consequence of an arrangement which has been oome to 
between the allied generals that the assault of the to\\'n shall 
not take jdace for 8 or 10 days, in order to ^ve time for the 
French to take the Mamelon and the Oim-ages Blancs, which 
General Canrobert has pledged himself to do in the course of 

a few days. I was ttdd this morning by Captain L , 

E.N., that a day or two ago he met Admiral liruat (Com* 
mander-in-Chief of the French Fleet), who began by compli- 
menting him on the admirable manner in which the English 
sailors had behaved during the siege. In course of conver- 
sation Captain L asked the Admiial when the town was 

to be assaulted, and why it was not done at once? Admiral 
Bruat replied, I will tell yon the reason why : the English 
have advanced their batteries to within 600 yards of tha 
town, and they and their General all want to go in ! The 
French have got within 60 yards of the town, and their 
General don*t like and won't go in.'* 

About 500 of the 10th Hussars landed to-day, with their 
horses, at Balaklava ; the remainder are expected immediately. 
Lord Baglan ordered that one of the Bussian rifie-pits im 
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front of our right attack, which ha« been annoying us much 
during the last few days, should be taken and occupied to* 
aight Dy ovr troopB, 

JprU IBih, — ^During the night the rifle<pit ordered by Lord 
Ba^en to be ettadced, was taken and occupied by our men, 
•ad a strong working party was employed on the left of the 
right attack in commencing a sap towards the Bussian Beclan ; 
•40 yards were oompleted; altogether it waa a good night's 
work. 

April 19fA.— Last night the Eussians made two sorties on 
the French from ttie Bastion du Mftt, probably with the 
object of preventing our allies from completing the trench 
and work commenced by them on the niji^ht of tho loth 
instant, after the explosions. They were in Imth insraTiees 
speedily repulsed, but the loss on both sides was cuiisiderable, 
the enemy leaving many dead bodies behind them, and our 
allies having 61 casualties. The latter were particularly un- 
fortunate yesterdav, as I understand frum Colonel Vico that 
during the last 24 hours they have had no less than 12 officers 
and 132 men killed and wounded I 

There was a reconnaissance made early this morning 
under the direction of Omer Pasha, for the jnirpose of ascer- 
taining the e&emy*8 force on the Tchemaya river, as we have 
besD led to believe from spies and others, that the greater 
porticm of ihe troops had been withdrawn for the purpose of 
reinforcing the army on the north side of Sevastopol. Omer 
Pasha's force consisted of 12 battalions of Turkish infantry, 
a regiment of French li|^t cavalry (Chasseurs d'Afrique), 
and a batteiy of artillery : 2 squadrons of the English heavy 
cavalry, 2 squadrons of the 10th Hussars and a troop of horse 
artillery. They proceeded shortly after daylight from the 
plain immediately in front of l>a]aklava, and, passing by the 
village of Kamara, advanced towards that of Tchorgoun, the 
Cossack videttes retiring before our skirmishers, without 
attempting to come in collision. At one moment a few 
rockets were fired by the French artillery at a picket of Ivus- 
Bmn cavalry, which speedily dispersed them, though appa- 
rently without doing them any injury. The enemy drew up 
what force, they had on the heights above the village : it con- 
sisted of but 2 battalions of infantry and 4 guns. The object 
of the reoonnaissanoe beine accomplished, Omer Pasha ordered 
the troops to withdraw, I should have mentioned to you that 
Lord Ionian and General Canrobert with their respective 
8taffii were present during the latter part of the reconnaissance, 
but only as spectators, not wishing to interfere in any way 
with Omer Pasha's arrangements* He afterwards expressed 

u 2 
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to them the pride he had felt in eommapdiiig English and 
French troops in the field, though hut on so trifling an oooar 
sion, and tendered his thanks for the compliment thus paid him. 
Lord Eaglan ordered that the remaining three of the enemy's 
rifle-pits immediately in front of our right attack are to he 
taken to-night by our men. For this purpose, a few extra 
companies are sent into the trenches of that attack. 

April 20fA,— Early last night tlio 3 Kussian rifle-pits weM 
taken at the point ( f the bayonet, without a shot being .fiied^ 
by a portion of tliu 77th regiment, supported by 200 men of 
the 34th regiment.. This was done at abutit 9^ p.ii. The Riis^ 
sian sharpsliootcre, being tak<>n completely by suiiinse, never 
attempted any resist^mce, but ran a^'v'ay as fast as tlicy e( nld, 
and ^v^} only snccoedod in making prisoners 1 cadei ;ind 3 
soldiers ; no casualty happened amongst our men then. They 
immediately set to work and commenced turning the pits and 
connecting them with the sap from our advanced trench. 
About 2 o'clock this muming, the Russians came down in 
force to retake the pits which wc occupied ; our men, with 
great courage, but veiy foolishly, rushed out to meet the 
enemy, and immediately foimd themselyee under an ttwfbl 
fire, and in presence of an overpowering force. The BuasianBi 
daunted by the determined attitude of me English troops, did 
not come on, but after firing a few volleys retired, leaving us 
in possession of the pits. But our loss was severe. Colonel 
Egerton (77th regiment), Who had commanded the attack, 
and who had shown the greatest coolness and bravery, was 
killed by one of the last musket-shots fired by the enemy, as 
was also a young officer, Captain Lempri^re, of the same regi- 
ment, who was much beloved, and whose gallant fate was 
mourned by all his comrades ; 5 other officers were wounded. 
^Vc had 4 men killed and 31 wounded, all of the 77fh. A 
party of the 33rd regiment, Avhich "vvas also in support, had 
9 casualties. Before daylight we abandoned 2 of the pits, 
as it was found that sufficient cover had not been made in so 
shoi t a time to occupy them for the ensuing day ; but the 
nearest and largest pit was retained and connected with the 
sap from our advanced trench, and good cover obtained so aa to 
hold it against any force of the enemy. 

April 21st (this day).— Last night the enemy again attacked 
us with- the same object, that of retaking the pits, but, as we 
were prepared for ilxem, they were driven off with consider* 
able loss, afad with comparatively speaking litfle to ourselves^ 
We again re-occupied the 2 rifle-pits captured the night 
before, but the Engineer officers, finding that they were in 
the line of fire from some of the enemy's battenes, decided 
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liiat it woidd be best only to fill them up and open a fresh 
trench somewhat in their rear. A propos of the nfle-pits, I 
may mention to you a ciroumstonee that occurred at their 
captnre the other night. A drummer-boy of the 77th r^- 
ment went with his comrades in the first rush against the 
enemy's pits, when he saw a Bnssiau trumpet*boy trying to 
clamber over the parapet in order to get away. He was im* 
mediately collared by our drummer, who having no arms, 
began to pummel him in truly British fashion. The Bussian 
boy, not understanding this mode of treatment, tried to grapple 
with In'ru, hnt in this ho sigiirilly failed, as the English boy 
threw liim on the ground, made him a ^irisoner, and took his 
trumpet from him. He afterwards gave it to Sir G. l^r()^^^l, 
who liberally rewarded him for it, and praised him much for 
his courage and daring. Lord Raglan, hearing of the circum- 
stance, also made the boy a present. 

. Lord Raglan attended the burial of poor Colonel Egerton 
this morning ; it took place just in front of the camp of his 
regiment, close to the WoronzofF road, just within siglit of 
Sevastopol. Numbers of officers of all ranks of the army were 
present at the funeral, and many a prond eye shed a tear of 
xegrot over the remains of one of me finest officers in her 
Hajesiy^s service. Lord Baglau feels much the death of 
Colonel Egerton, as, independently of his high qualities as a 
soldier, he was endeared to him as a private friend. The 
following is the return of casualties in the English force from 
the 14th to the 20th instant inclusive, viz. : — • 

Eltled. Wonnded. 



Offieen 4 II 

Men 45 205 

Total 49^ 216 

Casualti^ 265 



He«d-quareer8 1)dbi« Sevastopol, April SSIlit 1855. 

I regi'ct to say that the siege is once more at a standstill, 
that is to say, the bombardment is over, and we scarcely fire 
a shot during the whole day, the enemy replying in about the 
same ratio. On the mommg of the 24th mstant, there was a 
great Council of War held at the English Head-quarters 
between the principal Genemls of the Enelish and French 
armies, when it was arranged that we should increase our fire 
again to 120 rounds per gun in the 24 hours; and the assault 
was fixed to take place at 1 p.m. this day. Every preparation 
-was made,, the stormii^ parties told .off, the smallest detaila 
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entered into, and, in &ct, every poreeantion taken to enflmra 
gucoefis. It is not worth while, as the attack neTer took plaoe^ 
for mo to enter into the details; suffice it to say that the 
English were to haye assaulted the great Bedan in 2 cohimxi«» 
which were to have advanced on each face of the enemy's 
work. If successful. Hie capture of the town was looked upon 
as certain. To render our success more probable, the French 
were to assault in heavy columns the Mamelon redoubt and 
the Ouvrages Blanes, and it was thoiTght that the fact of their 
attackin<^ the former work would so fnr occupy the ciiomy in 
the Malakoff batteries that they would be too much engaged in 
assistiTig the ^lamolon, to interfere materially in preventing 
the English assault on the liedan. On the left of the allied 
siege- works the French were to attack in 3 distinct plaoevS, 
viz. Bastion du Mat, Bastion Centrale, and the Bastion de la 
Quarantine, and iiiiincnse masses of infantry were told off for 
that purpose. Well, on the 25th instant, about mid-day. 
General Oanrohert sent 2 general officers of his sttM to Lord 
Baglan to inform him that on further consideration he could 
not allow his troops to assault, as he and his principal gene- 
rals had come to the conclusion that it was not practicable* 
He added another excuse, which was that he had received an 
official notification of the arrival of the remainder of the Im- 
perial Guard at Constantinople, as well as very large rein- 
forcements, to the amount of 20,000 men, which formed the 
corps of reserve ; such being the case, he considered that it 
,would be more prudent to wait until this important addition 
to the French army could be brought up to the Crimea, as it 
would materially help to ensure success. Lord Eaglan li€id 
no other course to ]Mirsue than to counter-order the increase of 
our tire, and give U]) all hope of an immediate assault. I need 
hardly tell you how much disgusted we all are at the vacil- 
lating conduct of General Canrobcrt, who never seems to 
know his own mind two days together. No one knows what 
trouble and annoyance these constant clianges of opinion at 
the French Head-quarters give Lord Baglan, and how very 
difficult his position is, the more so as people in Eu^nd 
appear generally to attribute the delays to the &ult of the 
Jhiglish Commander-in-Chief* No member of the Britldi 
Government who really knows the state of affiiirs dares say 
anything in defence of Lord Baglan that would compromise 
Cr^eral Canrohert, as they are so fearful of in any ^^ a j en- 
dangering the alliance between us. It is said that Oeneial 
Canrobert is getting very unpopular with the French army 
here, as it is become pretty generally known that he ia the 
great obstacle in the way of an assault on the town. 
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I must tell you that yestetday and the day before (2Gtli 
and 27tli iiutaiat) there were gi-and reviews of the French 
corps d*anii^ On. the 26th the 2nd coips (General Bosquet) 
was reviewed on the rear of the plateau oyerlooking the valley 
of Balaklava. Something like 35,000 men were on parade. 
General Tanrobert made a speech to the officers of each divi- 
sion, in which he informed tliem that shortly there would 
arrive a very large reinforcement from Constantinople* and 
subsequently, in conjunction with their allies, they would be 
in a j^obitiun to assault Sevastopol, lie ended his addresses 
by saying, ** If we cannot get in at the door, we must contrive 
to creep in at the window." On the troops marching pit^t, the 
commanding officers of brigades and regiments endeavoured 
to inspire the men with some sort of enthusiasm, but even the 
old cry of ** Vive rEmpezevr^ soaroely met with any re- 
eponae ; some regiments maiching by in complete silence* I 
was not present myself at this review of the 26thf so I only 
speak £com hearsay; but yesterday (27th) I witnessed the 
^eat parade of the 1st corps (General Felusier), which took 
pkce on some ground immediately in rear of their old siege* 
works, meat 40,000 men were on the ground ; of these about 
2000 were of the Imperial Guard. General Canrobert ad- 
dressed the officers much in the same strain as the day before, 
and afterwards the whole marched past. Lord Haglan was 
invited t<) attend, which he did, accompanied by his Head- 
quarter Staff. With the excoption of the Imperial Gu'ird, 
scarcely a single regiment cheered as they passed their com- 
mander-in-chief. Some of the French Staflf officers afterwards 
told me that General Canrobert was much annoyed at this, as 
he thought it a proof of weaning popularity, if not of discon- 
; tent. The app* ai ance of our allies was magnihcent, and the 
Imperial Guard marclicd past admirably. 

Lord Stratford and hia family arrived in her Majesty's ship 

Caradoc at Balaklava on the 26th from Constantinople : 
Xord Stratford has taken up his residence at Head-quarters in 
a room which had been occupied by Sir John Bnigoyne. 

For some time past. Lord Raglan has had the intention 
. iof fimning an expedition for the purpose of capturing the town 
of Kertoh, and gaining possession of the small fort of Yeni- 
Kale, thus opening the Sea of Azoff. It had In en Lord 
Baglan's intention not to ha^e attempted this until after our 
assault on the town, but now that this event has been post- 
poned by the refusal of General Canrobert to co-operate, Lord 
Kaglan immediately bethought him that, in the mean time, an 
expedition against the above-mentioned places might be speed- 
ily undertaken. His proposals were most eagerly seconded by 
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tbe AdmiraJis of" the English and French, fleets, who are only 
too happy to h&Te a ohanco of doing something more congenial 
to them than merely watching Sevastopol. General (Janrobert 
was against the proposal, but finally withdrew his opposition 
and consented to allow a portion of his troojis to be sent in 
conjunction with some of our own. A Council of War is imme- 
diately to assemble for the purpose of making arrangement.s to 
oarry the proposals into effect. Lord liaglan has given orders 
that the ComniisHai iat and Land Transport Corps should liave 
in readiness a siiHieient quantity of provisions and bag<2;age- 
aniiuals to embark at a moment's notice. This has already 1 )een 
dune, and the expedition is to set off in the course of a few days. 

I never nientioued to you that on the 22nd instant we 
received intelligence that a large force of the enemy were 
advaaoing ou Enpatoria. The report was first brought to 
Head-quarters by some of oar spies, and it was snbsequenUy 
confirmed by 2 of our ships, whiob were coasting along, and 
saw a large force in movement in the direction of Eupatoxia. 
On Omer Pasha being informed, he was much alarmed for its 
safety, and expressed his wish to go there without delay* 
Accordingly, a private Council of War wsa held at the English 
Head-quarters by the Allied Generals soon after midday, when 
it was decided that Omer Fasha should set out for Enpatoria 
the same evening, and that 9000 of his troops should at once 
march down to Kamicsch to he in readiness to embark early 
the next momini;" for tlie «irae plaee, where it was hoped they 
would arrive and be lauded by 4 p.m. All this wa.s earried 
into effect, but no attack by the enemy has taken place as yet^ 
and Omer Pasha has repoi*ted to Lord L'aglan that lie con- 
siders, now that the line of circnmvallation constructed under 
the direction of Colonel Simmons round the town is completed, 
that ho is capable of withstanding the attack oi any fore© the 
«nemy may bring against him. 

: The casualties in the English force are as follows from th6 
21st to the 27th inclusive: — 2b men killed, and 2 officeiB 
and 94 men wounded; total casualties, 121. 
' >Ve have received from good authority the following taUe 
of the losses of the Bussians during the second bombaKhnent^ 
in Sevastopol ; but it does not include the aitiUeiymeii who 
perifihed at their guns. 
From the 9<h to the 19th April indusiTe : 



OtFict'i"s 
Men , 



Killed. 

25 
1177 



WmaMU 

89 
4872 



Total 



1202 



4961 



Casualtiei 



6163 
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CHAPTER XV. 

^jypil^tliim to Kertch agreed upon — Vacillation of General Cani obert — Expeditioa 
sails — General Canrol^ert causes it to be recilled — Our indignation against the 
French — Gallant aff airs of the 1st and 2nd of May between the French and 
Russians — French cai)ture ambuscades and nine Cohorn mortars — Suspen.sion 
of arms — Severe loss oa Loth sides — Expedition returns — Council of War — 
French lines round Kamiesch — Arrival of General La Marmora and Sardinian 
In&ntiy — E£fectiTe stftte of fbe EngUsh army — Cholera — Miw Kightingale 
and M. Soyer — Sorties from the to?nt -^Englidi casaalties — FropoBed moTO- 
ments of the allied armies — Lord Raglan's objections — General Oanrobert offers 
him the supreme command, and tiien i-efuses to give his sanction to the Fiddr- 
Marshal*s proposals— Kesignation of General Canrobert — General Pelissier suc- 
ceeds to tlie command of the French army — l!e>ix.tt of the latter for Lord 
Kaglau's opiuion and judgment — Sanliniau army — iJciiiforcomeuts — Council 
of War — Expedition to Kertch a;^aiii arranp.il — KeLonnais>ance along the 
coast — Alupka : it.s beauty, <;ar»len, &<;. — Orianda — ^^poliatiun liy the French 
— • Yalta — Gallant attack of ambuscadesi by the French on May '22nd and 23ixi 
— Their fnghtful losaea— The Allies lake up the line of the Tcheniajra — £z« 
peilitioa to Kertdu 

Head-quarters before Sevastopol, May 1st, 1855. 

We have the most l)oautiful May-day after a week of damp, 
raw weather. I liope it may be^an omen of future success, 
though at present thiug.s look gioomy enough. I told you iii 
my last letter that an expedition against Kertch had been 
agreed upon by the Commander-in-Chief of the English and 
French armies, and that a Council of W ar was to assemble to 
arrange preliminaries. Well, the Council was held on the 
29t]i nlu, and the following arrangements made : — ^the French 
'were to send a diyiaion of 8000 men under the command of 
General d*Autemarre, and we were to send about 3000 men, 
tmder the command of Sir George Brown, who was also to have 
the ohief direction of the expedition. It was intended that 
Kertch should be taken by a coi]p>de-main, and it was ex- 
pected- that there would be no difficulty in doing this, as we 
xnow that there are no inland fortifications, only several 
heavy batteries looking seaward, which command the Straits. 
It was proposed to land the force this side of these batteries, 
and then by taking them in reverse, they might easily be cap> 
tured. The Bussian garrison of the town is known not to - 
exceed 8000 men, and indeed it is doubted whether there are 
as many ; it is said there {ire no troops nearer than Argin, a 
small to^vn in the interior, on the direct road between Arabat 
and Kertch, at a distance of about ^^0 mih^s from, the latter 
place, and there it is supposed aie about 6000 men. 
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Tlie imporittnoe of the expedition caimot be oyemted, as* 
if Bucoeealal and our ships ai o able to enter the Sea of Azoff* 
one great road from Bussia to the Crimea by the Isthmus of 
Arabat would be out off; besides it is expected that lai^ 
supplies for the Bussian army on the northern side of the sea 
could be taken and destroyed. All the arrangements were 
completed, when, yesterday, General Canrobert H(>nt to Lord 
Kaglan to say that upon reconsideration he thought it impos- 
sible to send away any of his troops from before Sevastopol, 
as from infomiation lie had received, daily reinforcements are 
arriving to the liu8hi;in army in the noighbovn liuod of the 
town, and that therefore, in the event of an attack beiiig made 
by them, he should require all his troops. On the receipt of 
this decision of General Canrobert, Lord Baglan once nioTe 
urged upon him the importance of the expedition, and begged 
him not to give it up, or at any rate to have a Council of 
War to disousB the subject once more. To this G^eral Gto« 
robert agreed, and the Council sits this afternoon, and I have 
great hopes that Lord Baglan will be snccessful in persuading 
him to persevere in the expedition to Eertch. This continniu 
want of decision on the part of the French Commander-in- 
Chief cannot last ; ho is not equal to his position. We now 
hear that, after all, the Emperor Napoleon is likely to come to 
the Crimea, and all that we can hope &r is tiiat he may 
shortly arrive and take command of an army, whose high 
military reputation will crc long be compromised, if it re- 
mains in the hands of a man apparently so unable to make up 
his mind on any subject as General Canrobert. 



} lead-quarters before Sevastopol, May 5th, 1855* 
At the Council uf War hold in the afternoon of the Ik! in- 
stant, Lord liaglan managed, after much talking, to perbuade 
General Canrobert of the great advantages to be derived by 
immediately taking Kertdd, so that at length he gaye way. It 
was decided that the French force under General d'Ante- 
marre should consist of 11 battalions of iu&ntTy and 2 battmes 
of artillery; in all about 8500 men. We were to soadthe 
42nd, 7l8t» and 93rd regiments, 4 companies of the rifle 
brigade, 2 companies of sappers and miners, 700 royal ma- 
rines, 1 battery of artillery, and 1 troop (pO horses) of light 
cavalry ; in all about 3000 men. Three weeks provisions for 
the troops were embarked, and a sufficient number ofl>ag- 
gage-animals for the transport of stores, ammunition, and 
tents. The entire force ^\ a.s under the order of Sir George 
Brown. I ^uld have mentioned that General Canrobert had 
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hoen' ih^ fitst to propose that Sir George Brown Blio«ld take 
oommand of the expedition, a very high compliment to him ; 
and further, he had seleoted General d' Antemarre, as he knew 

he would most cordially co-operate in any undertaking with 
the English General. I need scarcely remark that Lord Bag- 
Ian was equally desirous that the chief command of the expe- 
dition shcmld be intmated to a man of whom he had so high 

an opinion as Sir George Brown. 

On the afternoon of the 3rd, everything being in readiness, 
the expedition sailed from Kamieach Bay and Balaklava Har- 
bour, and, taking a northerly direction, steered past Sevasto- 
pol. This was done in order to mislead the enemy, aud, if 
the feint succeeded with them as well as it did in the allied 
camps, the Eusnians must have been put entirely on the 
wrong scent. It is needless to say that every endeavour had 
been made to keep the destination of the expedition secret ; 
but like all secrets known to several people, it had got pretty 
generally belieyed that it was to go to Kertch. In conse- 
qnenee of this northerly movement of the fleet on its depar- 
ture, it was bruited about in the camps tfaat Odessa was to be 
attacked, and on the way the fleet was to pick np a large force 
of Turks at Enpatoria. The French actually publishM^ a me- 



looking forward to the laurels to be gained by the force under 
Sir George, and hoped at last that we were really going to do 
something of importance. Our wishes were not destined to 
be fulfilled. Shortly after 10 P.M. the same evening (not 6 
hours after the sailing of the expedition), General Canrobert 
camo to T>ord Raglan and told him, that he must recall the 
French troops, as ho had received a peremptory order from 
the Emperor to concentrate all his forces with the object of 
attacking the enemy in the field, and therefore he did not feel 
justified in allo\\ ing any troops to depart, especially the fleet 
which was to transport the reinforcements from Constanti- 
nople to the Crimea. Lord Raglan used every argument he 
could think of to induce General Canrobert not to recall the 
French troops, and tried to convince him that, as the Emperor 
was in total ignorance, when he wrote those orders, that the 
expedition to Kertch was about to sail, the despatch could not 
refer to the present circumstances. Lord Raglan ended in 
canTincing General Canrobert, sorely against his will, and ba 
went away, apparently with the fuU intention of abiding by 
Lord Raglan's advice. However, two hours more had not 
elapsed before General Trochu, c;hief of General Canrobert's 
personal staff, arrived at the English Head-quarters, an4 
requested an interview with Lord Baglan. He then stated to 



morandum to that efiect ! 
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his Loicdflbip that lie had been sent by the French Conimaiicler- 
in>Chief to say that* on again reading over the Emperor's 
instruotions, he felt himself obliged to recall the French fleet 
and troops. Such being the case, Lord Haglan had no other 
course to pursue but again to give in to the wishes of General 
Canrobert, and sat np the whole night writing despatches to 
Sir Edmund Lyons and Sir George Brown, in&rming them 
of the rcfisons for the recall of the expedition ; but at the 
same time, 1 understand, lio gave the latter full power to go 
on without the French, if he thought thei e was a good chance 
of success, and that he (Lord Raglan) would take the full 
responsibility.* This despatch was intrusted to Tjieutenant 
Maxse, R.N. fXaval Aide-de-camp to Lord Raglan), who started 
early yesterday morning (4th) for the rendezvous where it 
Wiiji known tho expedition was to muster previous to entering 
the Straits of Kertch. I can scarcely describe to you the in- 
dignation we all feel towards the Frtsnch, which, though not 
quite just, I am snre yon will admit is very natural ; and you 
will not be suipiiaed to hear that Lord Baglan feels now 
utterly impracticable it is to cany on a joint command with a 
man, for whom it is impossible he can entertain that feeling 
of confidence so necessary to successful co-opeiation. At the 
same time I must tell you, that Lord Raglan continues on the 
same friendly terms with the French Commander-in-Chief as 
before. 

The expedition has not yet returned, hut it is expected in 
the coni>;o (^f to-morrow, as we hardly suppose that Sir George 
Brown will think it prudent to venture on with so small 

a force. 

And now, after having abused our allies pretty roundly, I 
must relate to you an affair they had the other night, that did 
them great credit, for the gallant manner in which it was doTie, 
and tho courage displayed on the occasion. You must Icnow 
that ever since the hre of the Allies has been slackened, in- 
deed, I may almost say suspended (as we never fire except 
when any number of the enemy make their appearance), the 
Russians have been most assiduons in the construction of new 
rifle-pits on a laiger scale than any made in the earlier part of 
the siege. These our allies call ambuscades, and several of 
them have beon made duriug the last week in front of the 
Bastion du Mdt and the Bastion Centrales and have caused our 
allies very serious loss every day, since they have been oocup- 
pied by the enemy*8 sharpshooters. These the French have 

* A noble instance of generosity on the part of Lord Ivaglan, and at the same 
time a high compiimont to Sir G«0Tg6 Brown, diowing the cDtiie confidetioe the 
QomDu4M4Br4SbM bad in binif 
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teTeral times attacked, Imt, alihongH frequently dncoessfnl in 
tuniiiig the enemy out, they have never been able to hold them 
a fioffioient time, either to destroy or turn them in their own 
favour. The loss, however, caused by the nightly encountera 
with the enemy for the possession of Uiese pits, decided Gene- 
ral Caurobert at length to give orders for a grand attack in 
force ; and for this purpose a veiy large number of men were 
sent into the trenches on the left, on the evening <^ the 1st in- 
stant. I should also say, that what made these pits more for- 
midable than any others that had yet been constructed, was 
the fact that tliey wore connected together by a trench, and 
consequently were cai)al)le of giving one another support; be- 
sides, it was difficuh. to say wliere tliu enemy woukl stop, if 
once allowed to obtain a firm footing on ground in advance of 
their original works. 

The French troops, which consisted of upwards of 10,000 
men, were disposed into 3 columns, 2 of which were to attack 
the flanks, and the third the centre of the line of the enemy's 
ambuscades. Soon alter 10 p.m. the troops advanced, and, as 
had been before arranged, carried the work at the point of Ihe 
bayunet This was not done without considerable fighting ; 
the Russians made every effort to hold their ground, but our 
allies finally overcame them and drove them back towards the 
tuwn, having captured a number of prisoners, and 9 small Co > 
horn mortars. 

> Directly the enemy became aware that their troops had been 
driven out of the work, they opened a tremendous cannonade 

on the French, who now occupied it. This cannonade caused 
the French dreadful loss, but in spite of it they continued to 
hold the ground, turned the ambnscades in their own favour, 
and commenced a trench to connect them with their workn. 
The linssians attempted no less than 3 times to retake the 
ground they had lost, but oui* allies, witli tlie grt ;Uest endu- 
rance and bravery, maintained and held it until morning. 

I understand that this affair cost the French 10 ofticers and 
270 men killed and wounded. They continued to work 
throughout the following morning, and had got the whole line 
of ambuscade turned, and a good communication made with 
their trenches. Early in the afternoon the Bussians made a 
sortie from the town, to endeavour^ if possible, to recapture 
their work, and, taking the Trench in the first instance com- 
pletely by surprise, got once more into the ambuscades, and 
for a moment possessed them ; but the French suppoits coming 
up, they were obliged to retir( , h aving behind them many 
killed and wounded. The losses of our allies were very severe, 
for, in the first rush of the enemy, numbers were bayoneted 
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and Bhot before thej ooald offer any redstanoe. It la stated 
that they had 23 offioem killed and wounded and upwaids of 
600 men hors de oombat ; making a total of npwaraa of 900 
oasnaltiea for the possession of the»c ambusoades. The adm&« 
tage gained by our allies is oonsiderable ; a great Llow has 
been struck against the enemy, and the French have ad\ anoed 
a portion of their siege- works over 100 yards nearer the towiu 
On the 3rd instant, the enemy sent in a flag of truce propos* 
ing a suspension of arms for a sufficient period to bury the 
dead. This of course was agreed to by General Canrobert, 
and aocordingly on the same day flags of tmce were put up, 
and the last rites paid to the brave men who had fallen on both 
sides. The Russian loss must have been very great, an the 
French state they gave over 150 bodies found in and about the 
contested work. As regards ourselves, nothing of iin])ortance 
has occurred connected with the siege ; enormou«j quantities of 
shot, shell, and ammunition have been brought up and placed 
in the batteries, which have all been repaired and strengthened ; 
besides all the 24-pounderB (the majorilnr of which are pretty 
well worn ont by the first and second bombardments) beintf 
replaced by 32-pounder8. In &ot, we are ready for a third 
bombardment) bat it is hopeless to think of any satisfaotoi^ 
result as long as (General Oanrobert is so undecided in hia 
conduct. 

I have just heard of a disaster with which our allies have 
met; a powder magazine in their trenches has blown up 
and destroyed one of their largest batteries. The loss of life 
is said to be great, but at present I have heard no partioulars. 



Head-quarters Ij^fore S^^rnstopol, May 15th, 1855. 
We have had nothing but heavy rain since the last week, 
and consequently the ground is in nearly the same dreadftil 
state tliat it was during tho winter; but thanks to the 
railroad, the army is not in any way wanting in piovisions 
or stores. 

The expedition from Kertch returned safe on the 5tiL 
instant, the officers and men of both army and navy very 
much disgusted at being recalled. General Canrob^ has 
nowsncceeded in making himself nnpopular in both armies 
and both fleets. We were all in great hopes that the speedy 
arrival of the Emperor Napoleon would put an end to the 
indecision shown by General Canrobert, but we are to be 
disappointed here too, as we know now, without doubt, that 
his Majesty has given up the idea of visiting the Crimea. 
Yesterday an orderly officer of the Emperor's arrived, bring-. 
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ing, it is said, a letter to General Canrobert, giving his Impe- 
rial Majesty's opiuiun uu what he considers the best plan of 
campaign for the ensuing; summer, and at this moment a 
Oannoil of War is sittiii^ at Head-quarters discussing the 
matter. Laid Baglan, General Ganrobert, and Omer Pasha 
(who azrived here yesterday from Enpatom^ have the 
Council nemly to themselTes; I understand thatuie admirals 
of both fleets and Sir George Brown were all invited to 
attend, bat each sent an excuse ! A finesh instance how un- 
popular General Canrobert's last coup has made him. Only 
ftaiGy ! on the evening of the 8th inslant, General Canrobert 
received a telegraphio despatch from the Emperor, telling 
him to send back the expedition to Kertch, if Lord Baglan 
agreed to it. I hear his Lordship considers that, as the 
enemy must probably be aware of the intention of the ex- 
pedition, by flic assembly of so many ships in the neighbour- 
hood of tlie Straits, they probably have taken precautions to 
reinforce and strengthen the defences of Kerteh, and therefore 
it would be more prudent to send a larger force the second 
time than went the fii'st. But this General Canrobert says ho 
is not in a pusition to do, a,s during the last 10 days the 
losses in the French army have been very great, and the 
extension of their siege-works requires all the available men 
they possess. It ie therefore proposed to wait for the arrival 
of some of the immense reinforcements which they shortly 
expect from Constantinople. 

The French have, for some time past, been constructing a 
line of 8 earthen redoubts, connected together by a parapet 
and ditch, to oover the harbours of Eamiesch and Eazatch. 
It is upwards of 2^ miles in length, and extends from near 
the head of Streleska Bay ^which is the fourth bay east 
of Cape Chersonese) nearly direct south, to the cliffs about 
midway TwtM'een the Monastery of St. George and Cape Cher- 
sonese ; it is 2 miles from the latter place. It is for the 
completion of these immense works that the French require 
80 many men, for they employ daily 2 whole brigades of 
infantr\'. 

I may mention to you that Omer Pasha has otTered to place 
14,000 of his best troops at Lord Haglan's disposal, for the 
purpose of iuniiiiig part of a fresh expeditit»ii against Kei tch, 
a proof of how fully Omer Pasha coincides in all Lord liaglan's 
plans. 

On the same day (the 8th) General La Marmora, Commander* 
in-Chief of tlie Sardinian Contingent, arrived in a steam-frigate 
at Balaklava* and the following morning he came up to the 
English llead-4]iiarter8| to announce his arrival and pay bia 
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lespects to Lord Baglan. He has brouglit wiilx him 5000 
infantry, and 9000 more are now at CouBtantinople ready to 
oome up to the CSrimea, forming the greater p<mon of the 
force, all of which may he expected here in the course of 10 
days more. Those that have arrived are not landed, by Lord 
liaglau's particular request, as the weather ia so had that it 
would be most trying to fresh troops to camp out. 

General La Marmora is a tall, fine-looking man, with the air 
and bearing of one of great determination, but at the same 
time with most coui-feons manners. Lord Eaf^lan is most 
favourably impressed with him, and feels confident that he 
will most ably assist him in anytliinf; he may propose. 

Our cavalry force is looking up, for, independent of about 
500 horses that have ar}-ived as drafts for the different re- 
giments in the Crimea, the whole of the 10th Tlnssars ,ire now 
here and nearly all the 12th Lancers. W e liuve nuw nearly 
1800 effective horses in the cavalry division. The present 
state of the English army h— effective, 26,000 infantry, 4800 
artillery, 1800 cavaby. Then we expect during this mcmth 
drafts for the in&ntiy amounting to ahout 6500 men, for the 
artillery IdOO, and for the cavalry 500, so that, with the 
Sardinian Contingent of 15,000 men, I hope that hefore Toiy 
long Lord Ba^an will have under his immediate command 
hetween 60,000 and 60,000 effective troo]^ The health of 
the army daily improves ; numbers of men every week come 
out of hospital and return to their duty. I am sorry to say 
that the cholera is reported to have broken out in Constan- 
tinople with increased virulence ; wo have had a few bad 
cases of it in the English army here the last week or ten days, 
but not to any great extent. The French have had it moi-e or 
less the whole winter, and have lost many men from this 
dreadful scourge. Directly all the Sardinian troops have 
landed, we intend to extend our position in order to gain fi-esh 
ground to encamp the troops. It is proposed to take up as our 
line of defence the Tchcrnava river from ihe ruins of Inker- 
maun to the village of Tcliurgoun, and then from there the 
line will turn back to Balaklava, occupying all the high 
ffround between the villages of Tchorgoun. and Kamara. Ano- 
wer advantage of this movement vrill he that we shall gain 
the fresh water of the river ; and although there is a veiy 
tolerable supply from the numerous springe on the plateau 
hefore Sevastopol, still, from the enormous quantity of dead 
animal maift r which has been buried on that groimd, it is 
possible that the water there, to a certain extent, may have 
become tainted. Besides this, we shall be able to clear Bala- 
klava and its vicinity of almost all the troops now stationed 
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there, for, if it was allowed to remain in its present crowded 
state, fever and disease would probably ensue. 

1 h.ivu not mentioned that Miss ^igliUngalo, to wliom tlio 
army is so much indebted, came up here a short time ago 
to see the hospitals at Balaklava and in the camps : you will 
be glad to hear that she was surprised to find ^em in sq good 
a state after having read all Uie abuse of tiiem in tiie English 
journals. She has visited also several of the French ambu- 
lances, and gives it as her opuiion that in eveir respect 
the English camp hospitals were better provided than those 
of our allies. She is accompanied by Mr. and Mrs. Bracebridge 
and M. Soyer : the former, kind, benevolent people, who have 
attended Miss Nightingale throughout her mission of mercy ; 
and the latter is the celebrated 3ia^^ who has already been of 
great use to the army by making some admirable improve- 
ments and suggestions in the camp cookery. 

As regards the siege there is but little to tell. Por the last 
3 nights the enemy have been endeavburihg to overthrow our 
advanced works, and the w^oek before they attempted the 
gamo thing. i)n the night of the 5th instant, they attacked 
our advanced parallel, right attack, and, coming on with great 
impetuosity, they succeeded in the first instance in pene- 
trating into our trenches, but were sliurtly dislodged by some 
of the ^Oth and 49th regiments, who defended this portion of 
them. About the same time an officer of the 4th regiment. 
Captain Arnold, was taken pnsoner, after being severely 
'^\ ( >TiTiJud when posting his advanced sentries in front of the 
left- attiick. I regret to say, besides losing the services of the 
above-mentioned officer, several men were killed and wounded 
in the repulse of the enemy. Their loss was apparently far 
more considerable than ours, as they left a number of their 
dead just outside our parapets. On the night of the 9th 
instant* the^ made 2 sorties on the right attack, but were each 
time met with ^reat determination by the English troops and 
driven back with severe loss. On the ensuing night they 
niade another sortie for the same purpose, under cover of a 
tremeiidous cannonade from all their batteries, but, in spite of 
this, our sentries having given warning of their approach, the 
guard of the trenches was moved down and opened so de- 
structive a fire upon the enemy*s approaching column that 
they at once retired, leaving several d^id behind. Last night 
they attempted the same thing, only on our left attack; they 
ascended the Woronzoff-road ravine in 2 columns, and came 
on with so much resolution and courage that the head of one 
eolumn got into a portion of our advanced parallel, but were 
immediately driven out by the men of the 68th, who formed 

X 
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the guard of &e trenohes at i^ia part* Tliis was not doM 
without some loss : an officer of tke 68thf Captain EdwaidSi 
was killed, as well as 5 men of the same ootpe, beaidea a oon- 
fiideiuble number wotiiuled. 

As a proof of the loss the Hussians have sustained in these 
attacks, I must tell you that a flag of truce was sent in by 
them on flie l^fh instant asking for a suspension of hostilities 
to bury tlic dead, which was of course allowed, and the enemy 
carried off 21 bodies of their comrades, who had fallen during 
the tew previous nights. Besides these, we had buried the 
bodies of 12 of their men who had been killed when attempting 
to cross our parapets. We may consequently reckon that they 
have lost in the last few attacks upon us upwards of 200 men 
killed and wounded. 

The following is the return of casualties from tho commence- 
ment of this month 

KSOiai, WovMted. 

Officers 4 4 

Men 37 184 

Total 41 188 

Casualties .. 229 



Head-quarters before Seva,>itnpol, May l5tli, 1855, 

I purpose pving you, as clearly and accurately as T can, ihe 
proposed movements of the allied armies during the ensuing 
summer. But first of all 1 must tell you that the English and 
French crovemments (chiefly, I believe, at the instigation of 
the Em^jeiur Napoleon) have suggested this plan, which they 
have ordered to be cairied into efi'cct, if the CommauilLis-in- 
Chief of the allied armies think it practicable, lliey propose 
yirtnally to discontinue the siege, merely holding onr Ixenches 
with a anfficient force to prerent the ppaaibility of the enemy 
taking them, and to commence operations in we field, which* 
if Bncceasful, would prevent all supplies and reinforcements 
from reaching Sevastopol, and consequently the Busaiana 
would not be able to hold the town, except for a limited 
period; or at any rate, finding their commimication cut off 
from the interior, they would bo more likely to be overcome 
whenever the Allies might think proper to assault the town. 

The plan suggested is as follows : — that the allied forces 
should be divided into B distinct armies : the Jirst^ the 
army before SevMstopol to consist of 40,000 French and 20,000 
Turks, wHth a small English force to garrison Balaklava (sav 
3000 men) ; the sccoiui, a force of 30,000 English, 15,00i) 



Digitized by Google 



Chap. XV, 



P&OPOSED MOY£M£NTS. 



807 



Sardinians, and 20,000 Tnrks, to bo an army to operate against 
the enemy in the field ; the tkird, compu8ed uf the main body 
of the French army, or about 60,000 men, to be landed some- 
where on the south co;i.st, probably Aluschta.* 

The /j'v>f, under General Pelir^sier, was to guard the trcncheB 
and our present position before Sevastopol. 

The movements of the two armies in the field are to be 
determined according to circnmeiUiiices. The stxond^ under 
the command of Lord liaglan, was to place itself in the valley 
of Baidar, and thus be in communication with the first before 
SoTastopoL The iMrd^ under the command of General Can- 
robert, w«8 to land« if ciienmstanoes would permit, at AliuchU^ 
and after carrying the moimtaai pass of kj9ai waa to adTance 
on Simpheropol. On the completion of this moyement, which 
it is taken for granted would be successful, Lord Baglan*s ann^ 
was to assault the AKaokenzie Heights ; having sained which; it 
was either to march on Batohi-Serai with the ulterior object of 
Tnaking a junction with General Canrobert's army ; or else it 
was to turn along the heights above Inkennann, and, taking 
in reverse the defences of the north side, complete the invest- 
ment of SevastopoL A large force of Turks was still to remain 
at Eupatoria to be available as might be required, and it was 
to be left to Omer Pasha to place himself wherever he thought 
his presence m'?is most desirable. I understand the Emperor *8 
plan was much to this effect, although there is some little 
difference in the numbers and ditiposition of the '6 proposed 
.annief?. 

You perceive from this plan that it is always supposed that 
"the Allies are successful in every operation, and no allowance 
is made for the contingency uf failure and disa^ster. All tliis 
was fully discussed at the Council of War sitting when I w iuie 
my la.sL letter on the 12th instant. I have p^ood reason to 
believe that Lord Kai^lun altogether objects lu the propositions 
above-mentioned from first to last, as ho conceives, as indeed 
has been his opinion for some time past, that the town ought 
-to be assaulted without delay ; but to this, as you are already 
aware, €r6neral Canrobert and the principal French generals 
will not agree. You will observe in the plan in question that 
it is proposed that the besieging army should consist of only 
40,000 French and 20,000 Turks. It is much to be doubted 
whether this force would be able to resist any determined and 
sudden attack of the enemy on the rear of our position, and at 
the same time properly defend the allied trenches. Lord 

* The numbers above incltide only iniVintry and fii tillery. The rarnlry force 
will consist, it ia hoped, of aUut 14,000 horisfa ; of these 6000 Freiicii, jOOO 
Turks, and 3000 Eiudtth and SwdinMii. 

X 2 
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Eiiglan, I imdei-btand, positively refuses to give up the English 
siege-attacks to the Turks, as he has learned from past expe- 
rience how little dependence can be placed upon our Ma- 
hometan allies, and he does not choose to risk even th6 
possibility of English guns being again captured by the 
enemy, when under the protection of the Torka, and held np 
hereailer to the world at large as trophies from ilie English.* 
The French, with only 40,000 men, wonld not be able to nnder'* 
take so extensive a line of works. 

Since the Council of War, on the 12th instant, a very long 
conference was held between Lord Saglan^ General Canrobert, 
and Omer Pasha, at which these plans, and especially the 
Emperor's proposals^ were particularly discussed, and General 
Canrobert ii8ed every endeavour to persuade Lord Raglan to 
adopt, in conjunction with him, a plan of operations similar 
to that proposed, as J hnre narrated above. But nothing 
would induce Lord Raglan to give way on this point, as he 
felt so strongly the importance of measures being taken for the 
immediate capture of Sevastopol, and be considered that 
perhaps, after all, the greatest objection to the propubiil of 
forming the allied forces into 3 gieat armies was, that there 
would be no one chief to diiect the whole, and in such com- 
plicated movements as those under consideration it wonld be 
almost inviting failure for the armies to be acting under 
independent commanders. General Canrobert^ in order to 
overooiBe this objection, wilh laudable self-denial, which will 
always be remembered to his credit, tendered to Lord Baglaa 
the conmiand-in-chief of the whole, as far as he (General 
Canrob^) was himself concerned ; and further, begged Omer 
Pasha to do the same. Lord Eaglan, I believe, hesitated to 
accept so great a responsibility without more consideration, 
■ and gave General Canrobert to understand that, should he 
accept what had been so nobly offered to him, he should feel 
it his duty to require one of two things : either that, in the 
first place, in the event of undertaking operations against the 
t ILL my in the field, the French should occupy what are now 
the English trenches ; or, in the second place, siiould it be 
determined to continue the siege on its present footing, that 
he should desire the immediate assault and capture of the 
Mamelou Vert (and conseq^uently the Ouvrages Blancs) only 

* It may not be unworthy of remark thai it has been stated, on good tutboritj, 
that the seven iron guns captured in the Turkish redoubts by the Russians at tbe 
battle of Balaidnva arc now to be seen in the Arscnal-yaixi of the KremJin at 
Moscow, with an iascri])tion in Kussian to the effect thiit " those guns were cap- 
tured in the English reU«>ubti> in front of Baluklara, October 25tli, which 
^ttld infer that they were tak$n from eft« Brim." 
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as a preliminaiy to a gnnd attack on Sevastopol itself after 
the ezpiiatioii of a few days. To this General Canrobert 
would not give his sanction, as he stated that the daily losses 
now incurred by the French army engaged in the siege 
operations were so great that it was impossible to expect such 
saorifioes as would necessarily be entailed on the French 
troops. Thus, unforttiTiately, the allied Commanders-in-Chief 
could come to no satisfactory agi'eement, and that earaest and 
happy wish to co-operate wliich had animated them earlier 
has now received a check, the results of which are difficult to 
anticij)ate. I am given to understand tliat the only movement 
Lord liaglan advocates against the enemy in th^ field (1 upsides 
the capture of Kcrtch), at. the present time, would be one Irom 
iilupatoria againfc>t Batchi-Serai, wiiich would thus cut off the 
communication between Sevastopol and the interior ; a corre- 
sponding movement to be made at the j»ame time bj a portion 
of the army before Sevastopol against the Mackenzie Iieights, 
land 80 completely isolate the Bnssian force on the north side 
and in the town. Objections were raised by the French 
Generals to this, on account of the scarcity of water from 
Enpatoria to the interior, and the difficulty of supplying, a 
large army with that greatest necessarj^ of life ; besides which, 
they maintain that the Mackenzie Heights are nnassailable. 
As regards their first objection, I see no reason why a large 
force should not be landed near the Alma river, and, following 
the neighbourhood of its course, attack the to'^Ti of Batchi- 
Serai. As tn any opposition that miglit T^o made on the part 
of the Eussitins, it would be the fhinir iii0.*st to be desired, as 
the lorce landed would be of such strength as to ensure success 
against any numbers the enemy might bring against it, and, 
after one general action in favour of the Allies, the chances 
are its march on Batchi-Serai w i uld Ije further unopposed. 
As to the impossibility of attacking the Mackenzie Heights, 
that is a matter of opinion. It is a position of great natural 
strength, bnt I believe it might be attadced with every proba- 
bility of success, if nndertaken with judgment and determinar- 
tion, Sach are the plans and proposals that have been dis- ' 
cussed by the allied Uenerals during the last few days, but, as 
you will observe, nothing definite has been settled. 



Head-quarters belbre SeTafitopoI, May 19th, 1855, 

A great change has taken place this morning ; no less than 
thnt General Canrobert has resigned, and General Pelissier 
xeigns in his stead I I understand from an officer of the etat- 



Digitized by Google 



310 



GAl^OBBBl^S FAREWELL TISFT. Cbap. X7« 



major that 3 days ago General Canrobert sent a telegra- 
phic message to the Minister of War^ begging him to lay his 
resignation before the Emperor on the score of ill-hiMlth, 

and recommending General PelisKier as his successor. It 
appears that the Emperor's reply accepting the resignation 
of General Canrolirrt nnd tlie appointment- of General Pe- 
lissior to the ( V)iinii.ni(l-in-Chief of tho French army, was 
received 1 i>t night in a telegraphic message. 

Early tliin momine^, Genenil Pelissier came to the English 
Head-quaitcrs to announco to I^oid Kaglan in pereon the 
change that had taken place. After breakfasting togeiher, 
they remained in conference for some hours. General 
Pelissier informed Lord Kaglan that he perfectly agreed in 
his views as to the proper manner of cann ing on the war, 
which had been commtmicated to him by General Canrobert* 
fie thought no time shonld be lost in taking immediate steps 
for the capture of Kertch, and also announced his intesitioii 
of attacking the Onvrages Blancs, to be directly followed^ if 
not at the same time, by an attack on the Mamelon Yert ; as 
he considers that, above all, the prosecution of the siege for 
the speedy rednction of Sevastopol is of the first importance. 
Probably several days will elapse before arrangements can be 
made to carry all this into effect, as General Pelissier requires 
a little time before he will be settled in his new command. 
He also informed Lord Kaglan that General Canrobert, at his 
own rcqnest, was going to take command of the 1st division 
of the French ainiy, which he had held up to the time that 
he succeeded Marshal iSt. Arnaud as General-in-Chief. Gene- 
ral IV'lissier said that by desire of the Emperor he had 
offered him the comniaiid of the 1st corps, but General Can- 
robert had refused this, and had begged to be allowed to 
return to his old division. It woidd be useless to deny that 
liord Baglan is yery glad of tiiis change, as Genend 
lissier's fciown firmness and determination give him great 
hopes, that all that he says he will perform, will be snocess* 
fully carried oat. Early thm afternoon, Genend Canrobert 
came to take leave of Lord Baglan on quitting his command. 
He was attended only by two aides-de-camp and an escort of 
4 Hussars, a great contrast to the brilliant staff and numerous 
cortege ^vho had before this always accompanied him. Ihe 
Field-Mai-shal received him, if possible, with even more than 
his usnal courteKy, as he could not but feel admiration for 
one who had sli nwn so much self-dr^Tiial and fnriretfnlness of 
his own intercHtH, when the^' clashed with his duty to his 
country; and ho was particularly anxious not in any way 
to woimd his feelings by any apparent difference in the 
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xespect be bad alwaya ahown bim as Qcnenl-m-^lJbief of the 
Fiencb army. Geneial Canrobert told Lord Baglan tbat be 
was extremely glad to be suoeeeded by Genexal Peluaiert aa 
be knew him to bave tbe greatest respect for bis (Lord 
Kaglan's) judgm^ti and also that be agreed, even to detaU, 
with him in Ins proposals for the progress of the campcdgn^ 
He then thanked his Lordship for tbe kindness he had invari- 
ably received at bis hands, and assured bim that be should 
always remember with the greatest pleasure and satisfiMtioii 
bis connexion with him, in spite of their differences of 
opinion. In taking his leave, the French General was a 
good deal overcnmo, and Lordl^aglan could not but feel much 
touched at parting with one, with whom he has been for 
many months so intimatc4y associated, and he much suljuires 
the liberal spirit which has prompted General Canrobert to 
tender hi^^ resiguatiim, and the gi'acefui maimer in which it 
hufci been done. 

Nothing of iuiportance has occurred connected with the 
siege since my letter of the 15th instant. The firing on both 
sides has been almost suspended, but ;i })erpetuul discharge of 
small-arms goes on between the iiubaian riliemen and the 
men in our advanced trenches. 

On the 17th instant Lord Eaglan went tbrougb all our 
trsBobes, aocompanied by General La Marmora and a nnme- 
XOI18 staff. As usual, be visited tbe most adyanced parallels 
and took General La If armoia, wbo was not a UttU asto- 
nisbed at bis Lordsbip*s coolneBS, into two of our rifle-pits. 
I understand Lord Eaglan likes bim very mncb, as be is a 
most willing, obliging man, and perfectly ready to &11 in 
witb the Field-Marsha's views. We iJl like what we bava 
■een of the Sawliniana. The officers are gentlemanlike men, 
very clean and smart in tbeir dress, and most friendly in 
tbeir manner. The soldiers are for the most part very nice- 
looking troops ; their uniform remarkably well made, and in 
drill, 1 think, equal to tbe British soldiers. If their soldier- 
like demeanour is any criterion of what they will be in 
presence of the enemy, wo may congratulate ourselves on 
having received a most valuable reinforcemont. All the 
troops of the Sardinian Contingent that have landed, are 
encamped near the village of Karani, beyond the English 
cavalry division. Their ambulance waggons particularly 
attracted my attention ; they are light easy carriages, I 
should think not half the weight of those of the English, and 
certainly far more comfortable, the seats being all padded, &c. 
They have also aiubulaiu'c carriages for the esj^eciai ui>c of the 
officers, which aiu lilted up with great atteuUon to comfort. 
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Fancy the oatciy the British public 'would make if there-weie 
special ambulancee for the offioera in our anny ! and jet, I he- 
lieve, onra is the only exception in the armies of Europe. We 

have for some time past l)ocn receiving large reinforcements to 
the Royal Artillery, and before another month we shall be able 
to bring 96 guns into the field— the largest number that have 
ever been employed at one time with an English axmy on 

service. 

The rcinainrlor of the I'ith Lancers have arrived, ho we now 
have 2 very line fre^h regiments of naval in tlie Crimea, 
and at last the cavalry division begins to make a formidable 
appeai-anee. Our allies the Frencli have received very large 
reinforcements the last few davR ; the whole of the division of 
the (jan/i' Jmperiale have arrived ; and in the conrse of another 
week they hope to have the remainder of tlio troops of the 
Corps de liesei-ve brought up from Constantinople, consisting of 
upwards of 25,000 men, including a laxge force of field-artilleiy. 
I forgot to mention to you that Omer Pasha returned to Eupa* 
toria some days ago, but is expected here again shortly. 



Head-qnarters before Sevastopol, May '22n(I, 1855. 

There was a grand Council of War on the 20th instant, at 
which all the allied generals attended (Omer Pasha having 
come from Eupatoria expressly for it). It was for the pur-, 
pose of arranging the expeditiitn to Kertch. It was settled 
that the French should send 7500 men, and 3 batteries of 
artillery, the Turks 5000 men, and 1 battery of artillery, and 
the KnglLsh o800 men, 1 battery of artillery, and a troop of 
cavalry. General Pdlissier himself proposed that Sir George 
Brown should take the oommand-in-chief of the troops, Geno- 
nl d* Auteinarre to oommand the French, and Bedschid Pasha 
the Turks. — ^Tou will perceive that the force is to consist ci 
16,300 men, with 30 pieces of artilleiy. This has been 
fhov^ht necessary, as it is not improbable that the Bassians 
may by this time have heard through the spies that we had 
attempted an expedition the other day, and therefore they may 
have sent more troops into the neighbourhood of Kerteh. 
Yesterday, last night, and to-day, the troops have been em- 
barking, and it is intended that the expedition shall sail this 
evening, and they hope to be off Kertch ready to land on the 
morning of the 24th. It is possible that Theodosia may be 
attacked and a lan<liwii; effected there first, as a feint to blind 
the enemy, but tins is <.»nly to be done if ISir George Pro^\^l 
considers it advisable on arriving oif there, and it will depend 
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npoDv a Tarielj of oironmstanees. Meantime, wbikt tlus expe« 
dition againat Keiicli ia going on, I hope we aball not be idle 
here. It ia propoaed agdn moMy to open our fire, and, afler 
a day or two'a Dombarding, the French will attaoik the Ou- 
'vragea Blaucs and the Mamelon Yert, and the Engliah what 
are oalled the Quamea." Tbia last place I have never 
before mentioned to you, aa until quite lately it has been 
unimportant. It ia nothing more nor leaa than a conaiderable 
excavatioa in the ground, which baa apparently been made to 
obtain gravel. This, the Russians usually occupy in the day- 
time with about 250 men, but at night probably there may be 
twice or three times that number. They have constructed a 
loopholed parapet along its edge, behind ^^'liich their shaip- 
shooters keep Tip a perpetual fire against our trenches, and it is 
not possible for us to advance farther towards the Kedan iiiitil 
this is captured, as it would take any new furwai'd parallel in 
reverse. It is situated about itiidway between the English 
riglii attack and the Kedan, the \\ uruuzoff-road and Karabel- 
naia ravines being on its flanks. It is hoped that, if we are 
successful in our attack, we shall be able to push forward fly- 
ing saps towards the M;ilakoff redoubt from the Mamelon, and 
towards the Kedan i'roia iha English right attack, and by this 
means be near enough to make a final rush on their two great 
works of defence and carry them. The town will then be at 
onr feet, and the fall of Sevastopol inevitable. It is not anti- 
cipated tbat there will be any difficulty in holding the town 
while the Ruaaiana still poaaeaa me northern aide of the harbour, 
though, no doubt, they would at first make the place too hot for 
laige bodiea of trooj>s to move about during the dajjr, or per- 
haps to garriaon it with any conaiderable force. But if once in 
onr poaaeasion, I believe we could easily hold it with 5000 men 
against any attempt the enemy might make from the northern 
side. It would only be neceasaiy to have strong guards down 
by the water'a edge, to prevent any sudden night attack, which 
they might make more with the object of annoying us than 
with any idea of recapturing the place. I ought to apologise 
ibr being thus premature in my remarks, especially as, in the 
opinion of many, Sevastopol will never fall into the hands of 
the Allies. You may well say to me the old saw — ** Do not 
count on your chickens befoi e they are lifitched." 

Sir Edmund Tiyons, being anxious, partly witli a view of 
misleading the enemy, to make a reconnaissance along the 
coast as far as Yalta, ordered a steamer to be in readiness for 
that purpose on the morning of the 20th instant. I obtained 
leave to go with it, chiefly as I wished to see over again some 
of _th© haunts I had visited previously to the war. Sir Ed- 
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Brand Lyons was unable to go, in consequence of lihe Odimcil 
of War at Head-quarters, sitting for the purpose of makiiig tlie 
ammgements for the expedition whiok is to sail to-night. 

We started at about 9 a.m. from Kasatdi Bay, in the aorew 
despatch-boat Telegraph/' and half an hour later steamed 
past the harlK)nr of BalaJclava. The day was magnificent, the 
water t>mu<>th ixa glass, so that we could coast along quite close 
iivsliore, at times wi'hm a stone's throw. You never saw any- 
thing mure beautiful than the scenery from Cape Aiya to 
Yalta. It seemed bO Ktrango to be gazing on the sceneb 1 had 
visited scarcely 3^ years ago, but under such different cir- 

cnmstances. I recognised all the spot*; F and 1 had 

visited iu the autumn of 1851. i'iirit, the pjiss of Phoros, 
where the great south road crosses the mountain ridge, and, 
entering the valley of Bsidar, follows its eonne until it 
leabhes the yillsge of Eamaza, and bo to SevastopoL Next we 
passed the ch&teaa of Prinoe Demidoff, Kastropolo by name ; 
an ugly house enough, but beantifally situated close down to 
the shore. A short distance further on, we came in sight of 
Prinoe WoronsBoff's magnificent residence of Alupka^ the 
beauty of which grew upon us as we approached. So much 
has been heard and said of this ^|Ace, that it naturally excited 
the cunosity of all on board. The steamer was run as close 
to the land as was considered safe, that we might all get as 
good a view as possible of the beautiful structure and the 
lovely garden by which it is surrounded. Everythini; a] >]>eared 
exactly as when I had last seen it: the gardens as beautifully 
kept; the greatest profusion of flowers, whose fragrance we 
were near enough to enjoy ; nothing seemed to indicate the 
absence of its owner, except that the wincL blinds were all 
drawn down. You can hardly fancy a mure lovely situation ; 
a magnificent moimtain range (Mount Ai Fetros^ rising im- 
mediately behind the palace, which is itself imoedded in a 
hank of wood of the richest foliage ; while in front lies the 
garden in a series of terraces^ halustnided with Cairara marble* 
and studded with the prettiest little oriental fountains and 
statues, many of the latterthe workmanship of Canora. Even 
when staying there, I do not think I was so much struck witk 
its beauty as on this second visit. We remained gaaing at the 
scene of peaceful grandeur before us, and were contrasting it 
with the din and tumult that daily surrounded us before 
Sevastoi>ol, when we observed 6 Eussian soldiers creep from 
behind some bushes, and almost immediately raLse their 
muskets and fire a volley at us. I don't believe they were 
loaded, as no one heard the whisllinc^ of bullets or saw any- 
thing strike the water after the dischaxge* A foolish piece oi 
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Iiravado on the part of the Bussiaiui, as, alHionglL we were not 
in a ship of war, still there were 2 carronadee on deck, with 
plenty of anmuinition ready in ease of emeigency ; so that^ if 
"we had chosen to take this as an insult, we ooi&d have been 
revenged without any trouble. However, we were all too 
accustomed to be fired at, to oare about a few paltry shot, 
which caused a little laughter, and only made us look with 
greater eagerness through our glasses, to watch the move- 
ments of the worthies who thought to frighten us. 

After a time we steamed on, passing General Narishkin's 
pretty villa, surrounded with its beautifid vineyardR, the fruit 
of which 1 well remember ; and next arrived oH Urianda, tho 
palace built for the Dowager Empress by the late Emperor 
^NichoUiis. The situation of this, in its land, is as lovely as 
that of Alupka, , placed in the gorge of an ampLitheatre of 
hills, which are covered with magnificent trees, it presents 
more the appearanoe of a handsome house in an X^lish park, 
Buoh as you may oocaeionally see on the borders of the ooast 
In Devonshire. Here the likeness ceased, for the spoiler's 
hand had been at work. The ground immediately round the 
house was covered with the debris of furniture, the windowa 
torn out or broken, the garden uncared for, and the whole 
place presenting the appearance of recent devastation. It 
appears that, shortly after the arrival of the Allies before 
Sevastopol, a few ships of war from the allied fleets were sent 
down along the coast for the purpose of buying fresh pro- 
visions, or carrying off any government property they migiit 
find. Before startiug, J.ord Kaglan ordered the English, on 
oveiy octaiaion whci o they might land, to respect private pro- 
perty, and he albo gave paiticular directions to the senior 
naval officer on no account to land at Alupka, and made the 
same request to General Canrobert, to which he agreed. 

Yalta was the first place visited, and a few men, Fiench and 
English, were landed to seize upon the small quantity of 
government stores the town contained. To the disappointment 
of all, but little trade could be done with the Tartars ; they 
aU declared, either that they had no live stock, or else 
that their cattle had been driven up the mountains b7 
the Ckwsacks. "Whether it was this that disgusted our 
allies I know not ; but they were determined not to return 
without something to show; so accordingly they landed at 
Orianda, and in the most wanton manner pillaged the palace, 
which contained nothing in particular worth having, as all 
the valuables had been moved into the interior months before. 
Kevertheless they completely dismantled it, and did all they 
could to destroy the garden and ruin the hot-houses, in spite of 
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the reqaests and exhortaiions of the iElnglish officers who werei 
present. 

Next we passed Layadia^ Count Potocki's villa, wiih its 
lovely garden and rides down through the woods to Hie sea- 
shore, whero I remember partaking, in company with a laige 
party from Alupka, of a capital champagne luncheon. It also 
had suffered nothing by the war. From thero wc steamed 
slowly on, until off the little town of Yalta, the inhabitants 
of which all flocked do^vn to the shore to look at us. There 
is nothing rem;irkable abont it, except its beautiful position, 
backed as it is by the mountain range of Yaman Tash. It can 
also l)oafit of a pretty clairch, built by Prince Woronzoff a 
few years ago. He has a small villa overlooking the town, 
called Marjsanda, but we couUl see but little of it, as it is 
completely imbedded in wood. It was now thought time to 
return, as our progress had been very slow on purpose that we 
might see the beauties of the coast. Accordingly we steamed 
back, passing as near the shore as was practicable. Off Alupka, 
numbers of the Tartar peasants and people of tiie village hard 
by assembled near the shore, then took off their caps and 
gave us a cheer, to which compliment we responded. I 
thought I recognised an old friend I had met at Alupka when 
we were staying there, who was particularly civil to us. He 
is an Englishman named Williams, the building architect to 
Prince Woronzoff, and under whose direction the palace was 
constructed. There he stood on the flight of steps below the 
Alhambra arch, with an expanse of white waistcoat, and 
black coat and hat, looking quite the sturdy Briton. "We con- 
tinued our course, and arrived back in iiasatch Bay at 8 P.M., 
having spent a most delightful day. 



Head-quaitera before Scvaatopol, May 26fli, 1855. 

The expedition to Kertch sailed on the evening of the 22nd 
from I^asateh Bay, and arrived off Theodosia on the morning 
of the 23rd, where they remained the whole day, so as to 
mislead the Bussians into the belief Ihat a landing was to be 
made there. Lord Haglan received intelligence of their safe 
arrival as far as this place, and also that they intended to 
leave that night and sail for the Straits of Kertch, and it is 
hoped that yesterday the landing was effected; we cannot 
receive intelligence until to morrow evening. 

Since my last letter, the French have had two most despe- 
rate aflairs in front of their extreme left, which, although they 
have cost them very severe loss, were in the end perfectly 
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Buoceflsful. It seems tliat, ever since .the affair of the 2Dd of 
May, the Russians, deteimmed not to lose the benefit they 
always derive from having connected rifle-pits near the French 

trenches, have been forming very large ambuscades, rang- 
ing the entire length of the Quarantine Cemetery, and also 
otheni close to some ruined houses near the head of Quaran- 
ti!ie Bay. These they purposed to join, but the French, know- 
ing how equally important it was for them to prevent the 
enemy from accomplLsliing their purpose, determined on an 
attack in force, to capture and turn these ;unl)nscades to their 
own use. It seems that near a fortnight ago, wlion these works 
of the enemy were yet in their infancy, General l*elLssier, then 
commandir^ the first corps d'armee, pointed out to General 
Oanrobert Ihe desirability of checking their further progress ; 
hut the latter* always loth to cider an attack that would cause 
loss of life, put it off from day to day until the acceptance of 
his resignation arrived, when it no Umger rested with him. 

General P^lissier, on succeeding to the Oommand-in-Cliief 
of the French army , determined at once to attack the enemy's 
new wodoB, and ordered General de Salles (the officer who 
had succeeded him in the command of the Ist corps d*aim^e) 
to make the necessary' arrangements for so doing. Accord- 
ingly, it wtis settled that on the night of the 22nd, the attack 
should be made. It consisted of 2 columns of infantry, the 
left on the ambuscades on the top of the Quarantine Bay, the 
right on the upper end of the Cemetery. The left column 
was composed of 4 battalions of iufantiy, and the right, of 
3 battalions of infantry and 2 battalions of the Voltigeurs de 
la Garde : the latter were to be held in reserve. The com- 
mand of the attack devolved on General Pate, who soon after 
9 P.M. gave the signal to advance. 

The troops rudbed on witii the greatest braveiy and deter* 
mination, and in a very short time carried the amhuscades^ 
driving the enemy out of them. They did not remain in 
undisputed possession many minutes; the Hussians soon 
appeared in great force, and evidently determined not to give 
up the ambuscades mthout a further struggle. They advanced 
towards the French troops with great soUdily and steadiness, 
and then chained with the bayonet ; and now commenced 
another of the bloody struggles which this war has witnessed* 
Portions of the ambuscades were taken and retaken per- 
petually, and it was difficult to say, when both sides fought 
so magnificently, wiiich was the bravest. Once, indeed, the 
French w^ere for a time overpowered, and had to retreat to 
their trenches, but only to reform and once more chaise the 
enemy. 
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The BnselanB are eaid to have brought out no less than 
15,000 or 16,000 men, and our allies had to send for large 
reinforoemcntB. Two more battalions of the Voltigenre of the 
Oaide, and 6 battalions of the line, were brought up to the 
8uppoi-t of those already in action. The lighting continued 
until the dawn of day, when each side. owing that in the 
light they would Ix) exposed to the fire of the ;nit;vj::«'nistic bat- 
teries, retired, leaving tlie ground strewed with the brave men 
■who had fallen during the Tii!2;ht. 

The French liad been xinabie during this sanguinary struggle 
to turn the works in their own favour, but nevertheless ma- 
naged so far to deiitroT them that they could not be occupied 
during the uii.siiing day by the enemy. The conduct of the 
French troops on this occasion cannot be too highly extolled : 
the Voltigeurs of the Garde displayed the greatest bravery, 
and eam^ for themselves a name worthy to be claased with 
the Old Garde of Napoleon I. The French losees were, how^ 
ever, frightful; it is said the Yoltigeiirs alone had 27 o£Blcera 
and upwards of 600 men killed and wounded. General 
lissier determined, that as they had not been able to complete 
the work which had been ordered (viz. turning the Bnssian 
ambitsoades in their own favour), that the following night 
another attack should be made by a fresh division of infi^ntary, 
imder the command of General Levaillant ; and, at their own 
request^ by the remainder of the Voltig-eiirs of the Gbjrde, who 
had so distinguished themselves the night before. 

The second attack Wtis made with the same impetuosity as 
the first ; our brave allies were successful everywhere ; the 
Kussians, although again in considerable force, were driven 
otf, followed by a continuous discharge of artillery from the 
French batteries. The Corps du G6nie set to work, and 
before morning had succeeded in turning the newly captured 
ambuscades ; and, in spite of the perpetual fire the Kussians 
poured upon them, they obtained good cover, besides con- 
necting the ambuscades with their advanced trenches. 

I understand the French losses during this night were 9 
officers and 135 men killed and wounded. Yesterday morning 
(25th) General Osten Sacken requested, through a flag of tmce« 
a suspension of anus to bury the dead. This was granted, and 
for near 6 ho n s friend and foe were mingled together, ex- 
changing the bodies of their fallen comrades. The French 
state that there were upwards of 1 200 Russians dead on the 
ground where the action took place, and estimate the enemy's 
losses at from 5000 to GOOO men. This I cannot bnt think an 
exaggeration; their own loss is stated at between ISOO and 
lUUU casualties, of which more than a third were of the Vol- 
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tigeurs of the Gardo. Hub number inoludes 50 officenl 
'l%e French had, during each ni^t, aboat 10,000 men en- 
gaged. 

The 24th inst. being her Majesty's birthday. Lord Baglan 
ordered a review of the cavalry division, 2 troc^s of Horse 

artillery, and tlio 2 new hea^y batteries. Lord Raglan and 
tlie whole of tlic S I alf attended in full unif jith ; GenciarPelis- 
sier and Omer i'asha, followed by their Ijrilliant Slatt's, were 
also present. General LaMaimorawas iim iIjIo to attend. Our 
cavalr3% mustering some 2000 horses, made a very smiu't turn- 
out, a« did also the iiuyal Artillery ])resent ; the 2 new heavy 
batteries consisting of four IS-pounders, and four 32-ponnder 
howitzers (all iron ordnance), attracted particular attention, 
being the first instance of such heavy pieces being available 
%T field purposes. After the review, the allied generals par- 
took of a luBoheon at the English Head-quarters, at whkh 
G^sneral F^lissier made a speedi and proposed the health of 
la Btim Kictom.'' In the evening Lord Baglan gave a dinner 
to his generals of division and heads of departments. The 
English troops by his Lordship's oMer all received an extra 
ntion of rum to drink the Queen's health. 

You may remember I mentioned that it was in contempla* 
tion, alter the arrival of the Sardinian troop, to extimd our 
position to the Tchemaya Biver, &c. Accordingly, yesterday 
mornino; at 2 a.m., the divisions under Generals Canrobrrt 
and BruriL't (about 14,000 men),- the whole of the French 
cavalrv (about 2000 horses), and 5 batterie^^ of artillery, 
I3i;>\ t (1 down from the heights in reai' of the plateau to tlio 
plain of Balaklava. A portion of the cavalry and a few 
chasaeurs crossed the Tehemaya by the Tractir Bi idgo, and 
drove olT the enemy's pickets in the immediate neighbour- 
hood. The French then encamped themselves along this side 
of the Tchemaya Eiver. They were supported by 2 strong 
divisions of Turks, under command of Umer Pasha (about 
16,000 men), who took up a position on the scene of the cele- 
brated English light cavalry charge (Battle of Balaklava) im- 
mediately in rear of the French. 

. The gieater portion of the Sardinian troops, about 8000 
men, under General La Mannom, marched from their camp at 
Karani across the plain of Balaklava, and camped themselves 
on the most advantageous ground from the village of Kamara 
to that of Tchoi^oim.. They were assisted in this by Sir Colin 
Campbell, who caused the Royal Marines on the eastern 
heights of Balaklava to move on to the next ridge of hills, and 
thus overlooked the village of Kamara and a portion of the 
valley of Baidar; while 2 regiments of cavalry (10th iius&ais 
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and 12tli Lanoers), under command of Colonel Parlby, went 
in advance of the Sardinian troops, reconnoitered the cotmtiy, 
and patrolled the Woronzoff Boad for a considerable distance 

in the direction of Baidar. 

The Russian troops at Tchorgonn and in the neighbourhood 
made no resisbxnec, })ut quietly witlidrew before our skir- 
mishers, ITie French cavalry took a Knssian picket near 
Tract ir liridge by surpri.se, and made some 15 men prisoners. 
You will see by the map tliat we have gained a large (juantit}^ 
of ground, besides the immense advantage of having the fresh 
water of the Tchemaya. and yet this impoi'tant movement 
was made without the lua^it opposition on the part of the 
enemy. 

Soon after General Canrobert had taken up his new position 
hj the Tchemaya river, Lord Kaglan paid nim a visit ihare, 
Thej rode all about the ground, and conversed together for 
2 or 8 hours. Genera! Oanrobert was much pleased at his 
lordship's attention ; and when taking leave of him, said, with 
a voice full of emotion, Ah! milord, you are very good to 
me, for yon visit me in adversily, and treat me in the same 
manner as when I was in prosperity ; that is not the case with 
most men," 



Head-quarters before Sevastopol, Slay 29th, 1855. 

I hare no timo to write to-day, as T shall be. occupied on 
duty until the post goes. You will see in the public journals 
all the information 1 can give you about the Kertch expedition. 
Nothing could have been more successful : Sir George Brown's 
arrangements seem to have been admirable in every parti- 
cular ; as well indeed as those of the auiliorities generally, 
both military and naval. It is now proposed to send nearly 
the same force, with some siege-guns, to attack Anapa. Wo 
can only hope that this new ezp^tion will be as successful 
as the last. Nothing of any importance has taken place here 
since I wrote on the 261h. 



[Note, — The author, not having been present during any 
portion of the Kertch expedition, cannot pretend to be able to 
afford more information than is sJready known to the public] 
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Moonlight liightii — Cholera — Death of Adiuuai Boxer — CouucU of War at the 
French beod-qaarten— -General PfliMier snubs all round — His deference tp 
Lord Balkan's opiiuoo^ French reoonoaiMance-^OpeDuig of the third bombard 
menty June 6th— Amuigemeiits of the Allies tot the assault of the Uamdon^ 
Outfits BlancSi and Quarries — Enthusiastic reception of Lord Raglan by the 
troops — Ditto of General Pe'lissier— Assault and capture of the Mamelon by 
the Fmich, June 7th — The OmTflges Blanos also f->M af^cr snmo dc^porate 
fighting — Knglitth take the Quarri«js at the point of the Im yonet — Foolish at- 
tempt of tlie Zouares on the MalakotT — They are n jtuls«:^l — The Fvussians re- 
possess themselves of the ^Jumcluu, but are diiven out again by the French 
Enemy attack the Quanies and are deMed with great leas — Death of General 
Lavannde-^SiupeiHioik of anas ^GensnlTodtleben ^General Ptfliasier naes 
hk diMvalioa— OaannltieBof the AlUcf ibiate loM^ 
— AmKyanee of Omer Pasha — Cholera in the Sardinian anny— Casualties. 

Head-quarters before Sevastopol, June dth, 1855. 

As regards the progress of the siege here, we ai-e supposed 
to be waiting for darker nights, as at present tlie moon 
shines with such brightness, that it is quite impossible for 
the men to work in the advanced trenches. As an instance 
of how light it is in this climate at night, I may mention 
to yuu that the last mail from England arrived very late 
in the evening at Hcud-quaiters. 1 got my letters between 
10 and 11 P.M., and read theiu by moonlight I This, in 
England, you would haidly think credible. In 2 or ^ days 
more this will no longer be the cafie, and we then heme that 
we shall be able to paah onr batteries veiy much mox^ 
forward. 

The weather continnes magnifioent, hat I regret to my {hat 
the cholera, if anything, has rather increased than diminished. 

Ever}^ day we hear of men cut off in the prime of life by this 

dreadful disease, and almost without a moment's warning. 
The regiments that have lately arrived are those that suffer 
moet The 10th Hussars and 12th Lancers have both lost a 

number of men, as also have several infantry regiments, who 
have only been a short time hwe. Our Sardinian allies have, 
I am sorry to say, suffered considerably. 1 believe tbcy bave 
lost, np to the present time, about 2UU men dead, and have 
near 4( H I in Ik tspital with diarrhoea and dysentery. Every- 
thing has been done that the medical men can think of to try 
and check the malady, but nothing seems to be of any use. 

T 
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Thej are camped on fresh, liealthy ground, with plenty of 
excellent water, plenty of firewood, good wholesome rations, 
including fresh meat and bread, and with but little dnij to 
perform ; in shorty the treatment of cholera is an enigma, of 
which our medical men have not yet discovered the solution. 
Admiral Boxer (the Port- Admiral of Balaklava) died of it last 
nif^ht. Poor man ! lie felt very much the abuse that has boen 
heaped upon him by the English newspapers, and that made 
him very restless, and. no doubt, to a certain extent, accele- 
rated his death ; for when he firbt felt ill, 4 or 5 days ago, he 
would not take proper care of himself or lie up, as the medical 
men advised him ; as he said, if ho did, he should have the 
papers abusing him again. He was one of ihe remnants of the 
old school of sailors, and rose to his high rank from before 
the mast ; probably the last instance known in the Bntish 
navy. 

I enclose yoo tlie General After-Order of yesterday, de* 
scribing the success which has attended the Eertch ex* 
pedition.* 

At the commencement of the month it was agreed between 

the Commanders-in-Chief of the Engbsh and French armies 
that immediate steps should be taken for the capture of the 
Ouvrages Blancs and M;inielon Vert by the French, and the 
Quarries by the English. They each, therefore, gave direc- 
tions to their respective generals of engineers to prepare notes 
of their ]Tn>]u>«fils to rany this object into effect ; these notes 
were exehauL^ed, and comments made upon them by tht .^aid 
generals. General Niel was much opposed to an attack being 
made against the works above mentioned for the present, a.s 
he considered it too hazardous ; and proposed that first of all 
a muvement should bo executed against the enemy on the 
Mackenzie Heights for the purpose of making a diversion : 

♦ ** General After-Order^ 4ih JW, 1855* — The Fidtl-Marxhal umonnofs to 

the army the fuiiher gallaiit exploits of the Allies (with the Keitcli oxjiedition"), 
which this time have chiefly been accomplished by the ships of the Fmirh and 
English navies. Berdiansk has been destroyed, with 4 war-«teamers. Arabat, a 
for&eM mounting 30 guns, after rmtidng an hour and a half, had its magazine 
blown up by the fire of our ships. GenitrCheek refusdl to capitalate, anj W9§ ait 
fire to by shells. Ninety ships in its harbour were destroyed, with com and stores 
to the amount oi 100,000/. 

** in these operations, the loss to the enemy during four days has amounted to 
4 war-steamei-s, 246 merchant-vessels, and corn and magsaines to the amount of 
150,000/, ri^vrinls of 10*) guns have been takm. 

It is eiitiniated that four months' rations for 100,000 men of the Russian army 
hare heen destroyed. 

On the Circassian coast, the enemy evacuated Soojah-Kaleh on the 28th May, 
after destroying all tlie principal biiiMiiio;s and 60 guns and G niortars. 

The tort ou the road between Soiyak-Kaleb and Ampa is also evacuated." 
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that would dxaw troopB from the noriih side, and consequentlj 
limit tlie Teinforoementa that woixld he availahle to he sent 
into the town. On the other liand, General Jones thought 
that the time had amved for the assault of the works ; he so 
hee agreed with General Kiel that it would he jiulicions to 
make a movement against the Mackenzie Heights as a diyersion, 
but wished it to be simultaneous with the attack on the 
Mamelon, &c. It was to discuss these propositions that a 
Council of War was held at the French Head-quarters, con- 
sisting of the principal officers of engineers and artillor}' of , 
the English and French armies. General Pelissier was also 
present, and made a speech to tlie officers previously to tlie 
Council, in which he stated that he was aware that thi)se 
whom he then addressed would be very diligent in devising 
various schemes for the reduction of Sevastopol, but he begged 
to inform them that on the 7tli instant the Mamelon Vert, the 
Ouvrages Blancs, and the Quarries must be taken, adding, 
** Lord Eaglan and I have decided it — and he therefore 
wished to impress upon them, that they were there only for 
the purpose of arranging and settling the best means of oanying 
this decision into execution; I understand that here Genersd 
Bosquet took upon himself to dissent altogether from the views 
of the Gommander'-in-Chief, but was immediately stopped by 
General Pelissier,. who begged to remind him of what he had 
just said — that the attack was decided upon. General Bosquet 
made no fui-thor remark.* General Niel then got up, having 
in his hand a long written statement, which he proceeded to 
read as follows : ** In operations of this kind it is necessarj'^ 
to commence at the beginning. Now to commence with the 
left.*' General Pelissier here interrupted him, and pointing to 
the map said, " We will suppose the left side not to exist; wo 
will speak as if there was no left. I know you are all gentle- 
men of geuius and science, and could give me good advice if I 
asked it. But I do not want it. The entire responsibility 
belongs to I^ord Raglan and to me. 1 have announced to you 
our determination ; the Mamelon Vert, the Ouvrages Blancs, 
and the Quarries are to be taken on the 7th of June. Kow, if 
any of you have suggestions to make as to the means of 
accomplishing this end, pray state them." f ^ou may imagine 

* It may be as well to state, for the informafJon of {he reader, that three of the 

highest gom rals on the French staff were always a^rriinst an iussault on the town, 
and invariably advocated operations in the ficl<J. The generals alluded to were 
Bosquet, commanding the 2tui C(//y« d'Arme'e ; iSiiel, Chef du Corps du Genie ; and 
liartimprey, Cfief dTEtat Mrgor, 

t The above is a literal ti-anslation of Geiienl Pe'Wer's wonb, as given to the 
author by a distingtushed officer pnsent 

Y 2 



Digitized by Google 



324 



FBEKGH BSGONKAISSANCE. Chap. XVI. 



alter ihia no one vtm bold enongh io oppose himeelf to Geneial 
FiOissier's wishes, and tbe French generals for the first time 
were astonished to find that they had a man of spirit and 

determination as their chief, whose will was law. 

After this considerable snubbing, the Council resolved itself 
into a committee for settling the details and the plan of attack, 
which was accordingly done, and they also decided that a 
heavy cannonade should be opened for 24 hours preTiotiHly; 
then notliiiig remained to be arranged but tlic limir at wliich 
. the assault was to take place. The French (.renerals were for 
the most |)art in favour of an attack " jwiitt du jmtr^^ as they 
said that iheir men could then be placed in the advanced 
trenches without being o]\sci'ved by the enemy. This was 
objected to by the English officers of the Council, as they said 
daybreak would be the very time at which the enemy would 
be most likely to be ex])ectiiig an assault, and consequently 
be |)repared for it. In the middle of the discussion, Generu 
Prissier interfered, and said, Lord Eaglan and I have made 
our determination on that point also. The attack will take 
place late in f2ie afternoon, with sofficient time for onr troops 
to get established in the works before dark." The Oonnofl 
was then broken up. 

Yon win see from what I have told 70a that General F61i»- 
•ier is a great contrast to his predecessor : he is a man who 
cannot bear being dictated to, and one who speedily makes up 
his mind, and loses no time in carrying out his object with de- 
cision. At the same time, he has the greatest respect for Lord 
Eaglan's judgment, and since he has assumed his pref?ent 
high command he has consulted his Lordship continuallr, 
even in trifling matters connected solely wi^ the French 
army. 

I never mentioned to you that, immediately after the French 
took up the line of the Tcheniaya, General Canrobeii, who had 
been given the command of the troo])s at this point, begged 
to be relieved and to be replaced by General Morris, who, alter 
all, was of senior rank as general. General Pdliasier acceded 
to tiiis request, and acoordhigly General Morris now commands 
the 2 French divisions of infantry, and the whole of tbeir 
cavalry and arti]ler}% posted by the Tchemaya. 

The only movement worth recording that we have made 
since my last letter was a reconnaissance by the French along 
the valley of Baidar. It consisted of the whole of the French 
cavalry and General Canrobert's division of infantry. They 
met with no opposition, none of the enemy's troops appearing 
but a few Cossacks. The reconnaissance returned befoi-e night- 
fall. I enclose yon, according to yonr req^nest, one of the latest 
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deteiled Parade States (June 8rd) of the English amy in the 



Head-quarters before Sevastopol, June 9th, 1B55. 

Yov will hare heard long before this, by the electric tele* 
graph, of the SQCceflsfal issue of the asBault on the Mamelan 
vert and other works. I will now give yon a general outline 
of the operations of the last 3 days, together with some of the 
details of the attack. The Allies opened their fire at 3 p.m. 
on the Gtli instant, against the beleaguered town. The Knglish 
batteries consisted of 155 guns and mortars,! all of heavy 
calibre, probably the most powerful ordnance ever used before 
at a siege. All the batteries of the French Jnkermann attack 
likewise opened (upwards of 100 gniia and mortars), but tlieir 
old attiick between the English left and the sea fired but 
little, as they are very short of ajiiniuiulion ; besides which, 
many of the guns are much worn. 6o, in tact, the cannonade 
upon the town generally was not so heavy as wlien we opened 
in April liLst, but from theEnglisli attacks far more severe, as 
our guns are ;td\ aneed nearer the enem^^'s works, and many 
are of heavier metal, besides there being a greater number of 
them. We apparently took the Russians by surprise, for thepr 
did not answer from their batteries for some minutes. This 
canncmade and bcnnbardment has been kept np ever emoe^and 
will not be disocmtinned till a general assault is made upon 
the town, and, it is hoped, with suooess. The effect of onr fire 
was such that, by midday of the 7ik instant, the Bnssian bat- 
teries were almost silenced, that is to say, we were throwing 
20, and in some instances 30, shot to 1 from them. But this 
was not accomplished without a heavy loss to us, and on the 
morning of that day a powder*magazine was blown up by a 
Bussian shell in one of our most advanced batteries, which for 
some time completely ruined it. 

As you are aware, the details of the attack on the Mamelon 
Vert, the Ouvrages Blanos, and the Quarries had been arranged 
at the Council of War a few days before. Tlie arningcments 
fpi the ^Inglifth assault were as follows : — ^Two parties of 200 



* Vide Appendix B. 
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men each, placed in fhe advanced trench, right attack, were 
to turn the flanks of the Quarries, after capturing which, they 
were to advance towards the Hedan as &r as practicable, and 
then, lying down, keep up a heavy fire of musketry upon the 
embrasures of the enemy's batte i i< s in their front. This they 
were to do, to cover the work of 800 men, who were, imme- 
diately on tiie Quarries being taken, to enter and commence* 
operations to turn that work in our favour, and make a trench, 
to connect it "vnth our most adTanccd parallel. Besides this, 
there were two Tx clies of 500 ihcti each ready to support in 
case of neerl, and ;ilso two regiments were to be placed in 
reserve in the Wuronz' )8-road ravine, between our two attacks. 
There was to be the usual guard of the trenches and the artil- 
ler}^men serving the guns, amounting to about 3000 men; so 
thiit in all w^e probably should have about 6000 men present 
for the operation, the whole to bo under the command of tho 
^neral officer of the trenches, right attack, on duty for the 

he French attacks on the Mamelon and the Ouvrages Blancs 
were to he on a &r greater scale. Yon should first understand 
that the French Inkermann attack is divided obliquely by the 
Careening Bay ravine, so that, in point of &ct, yon may say 
that there are two attacks, although they are not generally 
known as such. 4 entire divisions of the 2nd corps d'armOe 
were told off for the purpose. On the right of the ravine. Ge- 
neral Mayran's division was to assault the Ouvrages Blancs,' 
supported by General Dulac. On tho left of the ravine, Gene- 
ral Caiuou's division was to attack the Mamelon, supported by 
General Brunet's. There were to be 2 battalions of the Im- 
perial Guard in reserve, and also a division of Turks under the 
command of ( )sman Pasha, but these last were to be at a con- 
siderable distance in rear — in fact, on the ground before Inker- 
mann. Besides all this, there were to be the usual guard of 
the lieiiches (about 3000 men) and the artillerymen (alKjut 
1000), so that in all our allies were to have present at least 
34,000 men. 

It was abont half-past 5 p.m. that Lord fiaglan, accompanied 
by the whole of the Staff, left Head-qharters and rode np to 
Oathcart's Hill, in front of tiie 4th Division. On his anival in 
the camps, his Lordship was greeted with the most tremendous 
cheers ; all the men, turning out of their huts and tents, crowded 
round the Staif, and made the Tvhole plateau resound with 
their loud huzzas. Nothing could exceed the spirits of tiie 
troops. This excitement had indeed commenced the day before, 
for on Lord Eaglan passing through the camps on the Gth in- 
stant, to see the opening of our £u:6, he was vociferously 
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olieered by the men. General Felissier also came in for hia 
ahare of popularity with the British soldiers, for, on retumiDg- 
from Fort Victoria on that evening, he was received with loud 
pUmdits by the Light Division, which was taken up in succes- 
sion by each of the English divisional campe through which he 
rode. I understand froin his Staff that he was much touched 
with this proof of popularity, and, with tcara in his eyes, he 
turned to an aide-do -camp and said, " With troops in such high 
spirits as these wo cannot but succeed." What made General 
Felissier feel tliis the more was the fact that liu is fully aware 
he is not liked in the French anny. Not that they do not 
think him a good general, but he is looked upon rather as dis- 
regarding the lives of his troops, so long as his aim is gained ; 
and, as they know him to be a man of great determination, and 
one who never changes his mind, he is more feared than liked. 

Bui to return to where we le^ Lord Haglan on Cathcart'a 
Hill, on the afternoon of the 7th. Lord Baglan and the Staff 
dismounted, and, leaving their hoises there, proceeded on foot 
to a knoll just in rear of the right of Chapman's battery, as 
from that point the best general view could be obtained of the 
French and English trenches, and the enemy's worka to be* 
captured; and which, although an exposed place, was at the 
time, comparatively speaking, safe, as the fire from the town 
was so much silenced. A flag-staff had ^^been erected half an 
hour previously at this spot, that the Commander-in-Chief 
might signalise to the General Oflicer in the advanced trenches 
fnr the assault of the Quarries. This was Colonel JShirley, 
88th Kegiment, who, as senior officer, acted as a Brigadier- 
General in the Light division. The attack was to be begun 
by the French, as some guns in the Mamelon completely enfi- 
laded the (,^u;irries, and consequently it would not bo tenable 
until the Mamelon was uiken. We waited in anxious expec- 
tation fur near half an hour, when the signal of 3 rockets, fired 
from the Victoria Bedoubt, in which General P^lisaier was 
fltationed, was given. It was then a i before 7 p.m. In 2 or 3 
minntes we saw the Zouaves rushing up the side of the Mamelon 
towards the work, in a cloud of skinnisherB. Thev formed the 
advance of the left column of attack, and consequently were more 
under our immediate observation. Beyond them was a regi- 
ment of the line, and again, on the further side, the Mamelon 
vna assaulted by the Tirailleurs Indigenes. These 3 regi- 
ments formed 1 brigade of General Camou's division. Nothing 
could be more magnificent than the advance of the troops. 
The garrison of the Mamelon, who had kept themselves as 
much under cover as possible, for protection from the awful 
fire which had, since early dawn, been poured upon them from 
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the batteries of ibe Allies, now that ihey were relieved from 
the heavy cannonade and bombardment, sallied foiih to defend 
their work from the aaaanlt of the French. Their efforts were 
of no aTail, nothing could atop the impetuosity of the Zouaves ; 
regardless alike of danger and death, these gallant men rushed 
on, and, with a rapidity quite astonishing, descended the ditch 
and clmnbcred np tlic high parapet of the reduuht, and, though 
the first who entered the work met with a soldier's death, they 
were speedily avenged by their comrades who followed them. 
A footing uuee oblaioed in the angle of the redoubt, the Ma- 
melon was lost to the Eussians, for the French troo|>s now 
poured in everywhere along the face of the work, an(l in the 
couiiie of a. quarter of an hour the whole of the assault in <^ co- 
lumn, consisting of General Camou's division (from 4UO0 to 
5000 men;, were in and about the Mamelon redoubt 

During tibis attaok a desperate struggle had been going on 
at the OuTrages Blancs. As soon as the signal of ^ree 
rockets for the advance of the troops was seen, the two brigades 
of General Mayran*s division advanced, eacli in column, 
against the two works known as the Ouviag^ Blancs, but, 
before reaching the objects of tbeir attack, sufiered very 
severely from the heavy fire poured iqpon them from the 
batteries of the town. The fin^t was assaulted in the most 
deteimiued manner, and carried by the French troops with 
but little loss, the garrison being driven out and retiring into 
the work in their rear, much the strongest of the two, and 
whieli as yet had not been reached by the column of French 
destined tu assault it. They had not however long to wait: 
the French pushed on with great steadiness in spite of the 
heavy fire of musketry, shot, and shell hurled upon them at 
every step of their advance. The garrison fought manfully, 
but nothing could withstand the aiduur of our allies : led by 
their ofl&cers right up to the work, a large portion engaged 
the enemy wim a tremendous musketry fire» while' others 
jumped into the ditch, and scrambled up the outward fiuje of 
the parapet. A desperate hand<-to*hasid oombat ensued, in 
which the French soon gained the mastery ; once in the worl^ 
its fate was decided. Those of its garrison who were not 
kUled or wounded were driven out, and retreated to a small 
work which had been constnicted early in May in rear of 
those mentioned, which was situated at the point of land 
which runs out between Careening Bay and the harboviw 
This redoubt, though of but little importance to the enemy as 
an offensive work (except as a place dC armes for collecting 
troops for the support of the Ouvrages Blancs), was neverthe- 
less a most dangerous one to attack^ as it was completely gob^ 
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maiided by a heavy battery in the town, and also by se\ eicil 
others on the north side of the harbour. But in spite of these 
difflcnltieB, the iVench, flushed by their succesB, advanced 
from the work they had last oaptured, and suooeeded in pene- 
tratang into it, the garrison retiring down the steep slope 
between it and Careening Bay. The enemy in the town, seeing 
lhat their own men had abandoned the work, immediately 
poured a heavy fire npon it, which, causing the French con- 
azderable loss, they very wisely evacuated it, after spiking the 
few guns it contained. 

Seeing the success which had attended the assaults on the 
Ouvrages Blancs, General Dulac, commanding the supporting 
division, sent forward one of his brif^ades as a reinforcement; 
and two battalions going down the ravine towards Careening 
Bay, came upon the Eussian garrison of the captured works 
retiring towards the tit ft iices of the town, round tlie head of 
the bay. The latter, being taken by surprise on the sudden 
appearance of the two French battalions, fled precipitately, 
and our allies, rushing down upon them, succeeded m making 
12 officers and 280 men prisoners. 

I have thus related to you the most important events of the 
'Fxomok attack ; we mnst now return to the exploits of our 
own men. Immediately on Lord Baglaen perceiving that the 
Mamelon was penetrated by Genend Camou's division, he 
ordered the signal to be hoisted for the advance of the British 
troops against the Quarries. The storming party of the 
English, consisting of men of the 7^ Fusiliers, Slst, d4th, and 
88th regiments, under the immediate command of Lieutenant* 
Colonel Campbell (90th regiment), instantly rushed out from 
the flanks of the advanced trench, and took the Quarries at the 
point of the bayonet, -vv^thout firing a shot ; so suddenly was 
this movement executed, that the enemy, although evidently 
expecting an iittack, were seized witli a panic, and Tioltcd 
towards the Eedan, leaving behind them betwci u 7* ' ;uid cSiJ 
men, who were bayoneted in the work: only 3 liubbiaiiw were 
made priaoners. The working party of 800 men was im- 
mediately brought up and «et to work to comif ct the Quarries 
with our advanced trenches, and also to tliiow up a parapet 
on the side of the Quarries towards the Kussians. The work- 
men were covered by the men of the storming party, who 
' advanoed towaids the Bedan, and, lying down, kept up a well* 
direeted firs into the embrasures of the Bnssian batteries. I 
Heed SQarcely tell you that all this time, from the ver^- com- 
mencement, a heavy cannonade had been kept up from the 
trmehes of the Allies against the batteries of the enemy^ 
especially those of the M^iSakoff and Bedan. 
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Shortly afler all this, when we began to fancy that the 
Allies were well established in the captured works, a heavy, 
column of Bussians sallied out of the town near what is called 
the " Little Bedan," situated about midway between the Mar 
lakoff and the harbour. They advanced as if with the inten- 
tion of retaking the Mamelon, and the Zouaves, excited by Ihe 
success that had attended them, very foolishly rushed out to 
attack the enemy, which they did with such impetuosily, 4iat 
the column was driven back to the w( rl s of the town in such 
confusion and disorder that many of the men got into the 
ditch and scrambled over their own parapets in preference to 
waiting for their turn so as to retire through the sally-port. 
The Zouaves continued close on the enemy, and attempted to 
follow them into the body of the place, but the Kussian artil- 
ler^'men, disregarding the lives of their own men mixed up 
vnih. the French, fired into the mass with shell and grape-shot 
from a tlanking battery near the edge of the harbour. The 
most horrible carnage now ensued, and the Zouaves, after 
having endeavoi^red with rash bravery to penetrate the lines 
of the enemy both at the sallyport and also over the ditch 
and parapet between it and the IMalakuff, were finally com- 
pelled to retire towards the Mamelon, after having lost an 
imnieiibtj liiunher of men. 

Just as they began to retire, a sort of panic seized the 
troops occup^ng the Mamelon ; some one had found a burn- 
ing fuse sticmng in the ^und, and therefore supposed that it 
was connected with a mine to blow up the work. This report 
spread amongst the men, a panic seized them, and nothing 
their officers could say or do would prevent their abandoning 
the Mamelon; so the whole of the troops rushed out, to the 
number of 3500 men, and when the Zouaves re-entered the 
Mamelon from their unfortunate attempt to penetrate the works 
of the town, they found it almost evacuated, and, being informed 
of the reason, caught the panic, and, dashing'through the re- 
doubt, ran out at the other side, and retired towards their own 
trenches. The Bussians, on the Zouaves first retiring, sallied 
out again in considerable force, and, following them into the 
Mamelon, found it deserted, and immediately occupied it. 
Fortunatel}', as all the guns had been Rpiked, they were 
imable to use them against the Allies, and had therefore to 
depend solely upon their small arms. ITieir possession of the 
Mamelon did not last long, for a portion of General Camou's 
division, with the whole of General Brunet's, advanced against 
the work and carried it in the most gallant manner, llie 
Bussians fonght admirably, and were not driven out until 
immense numbers had been killed ; thun linding themiselves 
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cratntnnbeTed auJ CDtirely ovcrmatclied, they retired out of 
the rear ui Uie Maiuelun, aud le-uiitcied iha works of tho 
town, near the Little Redan. Their retreat was made in good 
order, nnfollowed by the French, who had now learned pru- 
dence ; bnt a hesYy fire was poured upon fhem as Hbej retired, 
which must baye cost them seyere loss. 

On the Bussians retaking the Mamelon, a law body of men 
were sent out hy them from the rear of the Sedan to attack 
the Quarries, but it was entirely unsuccessful ; and although 
it cost us ^e lives of many bi*ave men, scarce any of the 
ttoemy returned, as the large majority were killed or wounded 
by the tremendous fire of tho troops that occupied it, end also 
from the guns of our batteries. 

It was now quite dark, and, with the exception of the can- 
nonade which continued from the trenches of the Allies, 
nothing of importance took place for 2 or 3 hours. Lord 
Eaglan and the Staff returned to Head-quarters shortly after 
midnight. Between that time and the dawn of day on the 
ensuing morning no less than 4 attacks were made by the 
enemy on tlic (Quarries, bnt they never got possession of them 
fur a single moment, and hy daylight very tolerable cover had 
been obtained by tlie indefatigable exertions of our working 
parties. In these affairs a few prisoners were made ; one of 
whom, a Russian officer, was captured in the most daring 
manner by Corporal Quin, 47th regiment. Onr loss during 
the night, I regret to say, was very considerable : Llie rcgi- 
ments chiefly engaged, and which suflered most, were — 2nd 
battalion Ist regiment, 7th Fusiliers, a4th, 47th, 49th, 55th, 
and 88th regiments. Colonel Shirley, commanding the 
trenches, right attack, showed the greatest judgment and 
coolness in carr^^ing out the arrangements made, and on every 
occasion displayed his usual courage and indifference to dan* 
ger, and was always to be found where his presence was most 
required. Colonel l^lden, E.B., made himself very oon- 
apicuous by the gallant manner in which he cheered on our 
men against each attack of the enemy. He also had the di- 
rection of the working parties, and traced out the new trenches 
to be constructed. 

l<he French were not tnunolegted. ibr the enemy kept up a' 
heavy fire from the north side against the Ouvrages Blancs, 
and during the latter part of the night a large part)^ of work- 
men, supported by a body of infantry, tnmcd the head of 
Careening Bay, and re-entered the small redoubt, which the 
French had not been able to occupy. The object of the enemy 
now was merely to destroy and dismantle it, which was ac- 
cordingly done before dayfight. They then returned to tha 
town. 
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An unfortunate disaster occurred to the French yesterday 
(8th) in Hie death, of General LaTaxaade^ who bid gresHj dw- 
tinguished himaeSf in the attack of the Onvragea Blancs ^ 
Bi^t before. He was killed bj a round shot^ when reeoii- 
noitering the enemy's possdon &om the front of the captured 
redoubts. 

During yesterday nothing fresh of importanoe oooarred. 
The Allies employed themselTes in tuning the works they 
had taken against the enemy, and in oonneeting them with 

their trenches. A heavy cannonade on our side went on per- 
petually, but the enemy in Sevastopol, as if stunned by the dis* 
asteis of the previous night, continued almost in sullen silence, 
broken occasionally by salvoes of heavy shells thrown into the 

3Iamelon from tlio rear of the Malakoff. However, the bat- 
teries on the north side were very lively, and fired incessantly 
at the Onvrages Blmrs, causing the i'renoh troops that occu- 
pied them considerable loss. 

This niomini!; (9i]i) the rneniy sent in a flag of truce to the 
Mamelon, proposing a suspension of hostilities to bury the 
dead, and it was settled that after midday all firing should 
cease on both sides. I accordingly rode down on a pony 
to our look-out station in front of the liight Division, 
then dismounted and walked down the Kaiabelnaia ravine, 
finally emerging between the IVIamelon and the Malakoff 
Tower. The flags of truce had been flying some time ; the 
line of sentries on both sides had been posted, and the fatigue 
parties of the Bussians and the AUies were oarrying to and 
fro the bodies <^ the gallant men who had &llen on Hie 7th. 
The ground of the scene of contest presented the same bar- 
lible appearances as the battle-fields A Alma and Inkennanii, 
Mutilated oorpses and bodies covered with ghastly wounds 
met the eye all around. The pale> upturned, happy faces of 
some, apparently in peaceful dumber, marked the instanta- 
neous death which they had met ; the outstretched arms, as if 
imploring aid, in others — ^the dreadful contortions of those 
who had suffered agonizing deaths— were to be seen in both 
friend and foe, as they lay close to each other. One battle- 
field is generally like another, the same features mark all; and 
as I have bofore given you some idea of them, 1 will spare you 
now the relation of fnilher Iiottots. 

Strolling about tlio gi'ound, I got into conversation with a 
young Russian ( llicer, who was very civil and polite in what 
he said, and appeared to regard the capture of the Mamelon 
and other works as of but little importance. While I was con- 
versing with him, a tall handsome man, still in the prime of 
life, passed by, attended by an orderly on foot* His unilbrzn 



Chap, XVL PELISSIER'S SELF-KELIAKCE, 



333 



was like that of the officer with whom I was talking, except 
that he had a broad gold strap upon his shoulders : his cap 
also had a certain quantity of lace upon it. As he passed by, 
my friend drew himself up and sainted, and, when he had gone 
on, 1 said to him, "is that an officer of high rank ?" to which 
he replied, ** Yes, it is General Todtleben." Being anxious, if 
possible, to speak to one who had made bo great a name for 
hiBiBelf , I shortly took leave of mj friend, and w&lked on to 
wliere I saw Geneial Todtileben with two French offioeis, and, 
joining the party, we were soon engaged in conYersatioii. He 
appeared to treat t&e caipture of the Mamelon with perfect 
indifferenoe, and said that it had oostthem the lives of so manj 
men to oonsimct and hold it, that its value was questionable'; 
adding, significantly, to the French officers, " You will find 
that to be the case too." He also intimated that we were no 
nearer taking the place than before. However, it was not said 
with an air ot' confidence, only I suppose he felt himself bound 
to appear cheerfal on tlie occasion. He is a man of very gentle^ 
manlike address, with handsome features, and his bearing 
seems to betoken great resolution and firmness. I shortly 
afterwards returned to Head-quarters not a little pleased at 
having of^nvcrsed with General Todtleben, the man who has 
most distinguished himself in the Russian army during the 
war. 

Px't jro concluding my letter T must tell you a curious fact, 
showing how necessary it in for a General commanding an 
army in the fiekl to use his own discretion, even when con- 
trary to the orders that he mav receive from home. The 
responsibility is of course groat, but his reliance on his o^ti 
judgment should he greater. The instance was as follows 
Shortly before General Pelissier left the French Head-quarters 
to witness the attack against the enemy's works on the after- 
noon of the 7th instant, he received a telegraphio message 
from the Emperor Napoleon, ordering him on no account to 
assault the Miamelon, as his Majesty considered that it would 
be attended with defeat and disaster. General Prissier 
quietly put the telegram in his pocket, and shortly afterwards 
mounted his horse and rode on to witness the capture of the 
Mamelon, &c. When all was over, and he had returned to 
canip, he showed it in triumph to some officers of his personal 
stal^— a great contrast to General Canrobert's conduct when, 
lie received the order for the recall of the Kertch expedition. 

I have jast heard tiiat Lord Raglan proposed to General 
P^lissier that the assault on the Malakoff and Redan batteries 
should be made the morning after the capture of the 
Mamelon, dsc. ; but it was thought best that a Council of VVar^ 
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consisting of tlic Generals of Engineers and Ai-tillery of tlie 
English and French armies should assemble to discuss Hie 
matter. I understand that the Englifih Generals were in 
fityonr of an immediate aasanlt, but were OTenmled by the 
French, who propoeed that certain batteries should be con* 
stmcted on the Mamelon and Onyrages Bhincs to subdue more 
completely the enemy's fire from &e MalakofiF and ships in 
harbbnr. These batteries are to be completed in aboat a 
week's tin^e. This plan having been decided upon, the Eng- 
lish also are to erect fresh batteries against the Bedan. In con- 
sequence of these arrangements, the fire fit>m our guns has 
been ordered to be reduced, after the suspension of hostilities 
of this day, £rom 100 to 20 rounds in the 24 hours. 

The foUowing is an approximate return of the casnallies of 
the Allies during the 7th and 8th inst. ; — 

Killed. Wounded. Total. 

w {Tr. ;: :: :: i £i •} 

iZ"". :: :: :: :: }^ 

8,283 

The Rnssian losses are variously stated : judging from the 
reports prisoners, their casualties were quite as great inside 
as outside tlieir works. I understand the French declare that 
they gave over to-day between 700 and 800 Kussian bodies, 
ivhich had fallen in and about the Mamelon and Ouvra^es 
Blancs, besides which, they could see heaps of slain being 
removed outside the saIlyport» near tJie Little Bedan. Their 
loss is estimated at 6000 casualties, but this may possibly be 
an exaggeration.^ I should mention to you that the French 
gained 73 guns altogether in the different works of the enemy 
they captured on the 7th instant ; of these 52 were in iae 
Mamelon. They took 14 officers and 400 men prisonen, of 
whom 2 officers and 180 men were wounded. 



Head-qnarfprs before Sevastopol, June 12th, 1855. 

Yon will probably have heard by this time of the tele- 
graphic announcement of the fall of Anapa. It is curious ; as, 
if the Kius«iaiis had not evacuated it, the Allies would not haxo 
attacked it. Several days ago General Pelissier came to Liord 

♦ The * Invalide Russe/ in recounting the capture of the Mamelon and other 
yrttrks, places their lo6s at about half this, viz, 100 officers, aud 2800 men killed 
and wounded. 
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Eaglsin and tol J him that ho had received a positive order from 
the Emperor by telegraph, " iiot to allow the Frenck li-o<jps to land 
at Anapa^ but to recall them immediatdy to before Seoastopol." Ge- 
neral Pelissier was quite as much disgusted as Lord Eaglan at 
haying the arrangementa they had made overthrown by the 
Emperor, but there was no help for it, and a steamer was ao- 
ooToingly despatched with orders for the French troops to 
retam immediately to Eamiesch. The same morning that 
this steamer arrived at Kertch, another came in with the intel- 
ligence that the enemy had evacuated Anapa, after having 
destroyed the principal public building and all the militaiy 
stores and guns, and that the town was then occupied by the 
Circassians. As the recall of the French part of the expedition 
was kept a secret^ what I have just told you will probably not 
be generally known. Orders have now been sent for the 
expedition, naval and military, to return here ; with the ex- 
ception of the small English and French force left to garrison 
Kertch and Ypnikale, besides a brigade of Turks. 

In the mean time, matters are going on as regards th(^ siego 
much in the same way as before the taking of tho Mamelon. 
The French are constnicting heavy batteries on the Mamelon 
and Ouvragos Blancs, to fire against tho Malakoff Tower, the 
Little Eedan, and tlie ships in harbour. Th^ English are 
sapping up from the Quarries towai'ds the Great Eedan, and 
have already got 100 yards in advance of them. Our casual- 
ties have been considerable since my last letter, but oiir near 
approach to the works of tho town naturally causes us greater 
loss than heretofore. Our allies have sufifered very consider- 
ably in the last captured works firom the enemy. I under- 
stand that since their occupation of the Mamelon &ey have 
lost daily in it alone 100 men, chiefly from the salvoes of 
shells which the Bussians perpetually pour upon them from 
mortar batteries in rear of the Malakoff. In the Ouvrages 
Blancs their losses have likewise been severe, caused by the fire 
from the enemy's batteries on the north side of the harbour. 

Omer Pasha, for some reason or other, has taken offence, 
and says he has not been treated with confidence by the allied 
generals, and that they only employ his troops to do the dirty 
work. Unfortunately General Pelissier, to all appearance, 
treats his (Omer Pasha's) opinion with the greatest contempt, 
and, I understand, at the conferences never listens to a word 
he says. Omer l^asha has in consequence written to the 
Turkish Government d'^m;uiding to be allowed to send in his 
resignation. His want of cordiality towards Lord Raglan has 
been occasioned by hearing of the proposed Turkish Contin- 
gent, of which he not unnaturally supposes Lord Eaglan to 
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be the orgiiiator. TTo says, and T tluDk ^^'itll justice, that it 
will tend to demoralize his aiiny, as the English propose to 

five the troops of the Turkish Contingent higher pay than 
is get, and that of course they will receive it regularly; 
whereas his men at this moment are ten months in airean 
of pay ! I This he thinks will make his troops discontented 
with their present position, 

I am sonytosay the cholera has been, and stiU is, Teiy 
bad among the Sardinians. 4 days ago they lost in 24 
hours 4 officers and 76 men, all of whom died of choleim. 
The last 3 days it has decreased ; yesterday they lost 1 officer 
and 47 men. Among the officers was a brother of General La 
Marmora, who commanded one of their divisions. In the 
English army, I am glad to say, the cholera is diminishii^ 
]%pidly, and it appoem in a milder form, as many men taken 
with it recover. 

T have just heard from good authority that we are to re- 
open our fire and bombai'dment against the defences of the 
town on Thursday next (14th) ; and on Saturday morning 
(IGth), at 6 o'clock, a general afisault on the Malakoffand 
liedan is to take place. 

I enclose you the list of oasualties from the bth to the 10th 
of June inclu^ve. 

EOtod. WonDded. 

OfBoen 5 

Men 24 109 

Total 24 114 

Casualties 138 
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Betum of the Kertch expoditfon — Arrangements for the assault on Sevastopol — 
General Bosquet takes command of the troops on the Tchemaya — English mt 
to advance until the French knm gained the 3[<dakoff — Opening of the 4th bom- 
barJment, June 17th — At the eleventh hour French insist iifM)n n^'^auiting au 
point dujonr — Lord Raglan strongly ohjects — Assault takes place on morning 
of 18th June — General iiuyiau mistake the signal, and advances before the 
proper ihne— He ii moriallf woundedt and li» troops retire in confoaon— 
General Bmnet killed, and his columa repulsed — General d'Autemarre's column 
penetrates the batteiy Genrais — Lord Raglan gives the signal for the En^iah 
assault — Terrific fire poured upon the British troops —Deaths of Colonels Tea 
and Shadforth, and Majop-General Sir John Campbell — Unavailing efforts of 
the English troops — They retire to tlieir tivnches — Lord Haj^lan orders all 
the English puis to open — His dantjcions position — General Jones wonnded 
— - Fiench, being imsupported, are forced to retire from the battery Gervaia — 
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Enemy's guns clmoii sUenced — Goosiiltatioii of the two Commaoden'iiHCliiflf 
— GenenJ Polisner decidoi thift a fircah aoHNiIt is not pKaBticable<— Caims of 
the finlure of the attack — Geaenl Eyre takes the Cemetery, &c. — Severe loss 

among our troops from the Russian cannonade — General Pelissier promises to 
relieve General Eyre's force, but no relief annves, and the brigade retires ^ 
Names of ofticers who distin^niished themselves — Suspeniiion of anns on the 
I9tlj — Numbers of (uMierals incapaiitntwl — Cemetery again ro-<x"« upied by 
Enirlish and Freucli trooi's — lius>ia!i ile-serters' accounts — Cai»ualties of the 
Allies uii the 18th instant — Feariul stoi-m on the 23rd — Death of (Jeueral 
Estcouil — Lord l\aglan*s grief — Death of Captain Lyons of the " Miranda 
Lord Raglan's illness — His sudden deotJi — Grief of the whole army and .«)nGD- 
pathy of the Allies— The Field Marshal's last General Order — Description of 
the prooesnon — Lord Raglan*s remans are taken home in the ^Caradoc'* — 
Geninal Orders issued by the Commanders-in-Chief of the French and Sardinian 
- armies on the oocasioa of Lord Raghm's death. 

Head-quarters before Seva.^t i 1, June 16th, 1855. 

In my last letter, I told ymi it had been arranged that the 
batteries of the allies should rc-opeii on the 14th, and that the 
principal woiks of the enemy should be assaulted this morn- 
ing, but as usual, the French found out at the eleventh hour 
that they could not be ready in time. It is now settled that 
we shall open fire to-morrow morning at daybreak, and that 
on Monday (18th) at 6 a.m. the assault is to ta]fe place. The 
allied fleets came back j'esterday niuming from the expe- 
dition to Kertch, liaving completed one of the mobt successful, 
though bloodless operations in the annals of war. I enclose 
you a General Order, whioh gives a summary of the latest 
successes of the expedition.* 

I belicTe it is intended that at the moment of our assaulting 
the town, the ships of the line of the allied fleets are to make 
a demonstration against the sea defences of Sevastopol, but 
they are not to engage them, only to thi*eaten ; in the hope of 
keeping the marine batteries manned, and thus employ a large 
force of artillerymen, who would probably othei'wise be en- 
gaged fighting in the land defences against the allied troops. 

The general plan of assault is, I understand, to be as follows 
(going from west to east on the map). I will divide the posi- 
tion of the allied trenches into four parts, viz. : — Ist, French 

* Extract from the Getwral Orders^ 14th June^ 1855 : — 

"The Tiaval ojxTutioiis iiLcaiiist Tnrfnnrn<j, Marianopnl, and (icisk, wliich took 
place on the 3rd, 5th, and Uth instiuit, have been pei'fectly successful. The public 
bnildings, and numemis magazines of provisions, have been burnt, ihoreby causii^ 
immoiise loss ofsupjilieB to the enemy. 

**'rhe fortress if An nia wis nhandoned and dostrorod br the enemy on the 5th 
instant : 30,000 i>acks» of tlour were destroyed in the neighbourhood of Arabat on 
the 9th insM." 

Z 
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left attack. 2nd. English left attack, uid. English right 
attack. 4th. French right or Inkermann attack. The a.s8auit 
from the French left attack is to consist of 3 distmct colnmnfl 
of a division each ; 1 on the 1^ to attack the Quarantine 
batteries, 1 in the centre to attack the Bastion Centrale, and 
1 on the right, to attack die Bastion dn Mftt ; the whole to be 
under the diiection of the General commanding the 1st Corps 
d'Arm^, General de Salles. As the Woronzoff Boad Bayine 
runs across the front of the English left attack, and between 
it and the defences of the towu, no column of attack is to 
advance from there. From the ^Bnglish right attack, there 
will be 2 columns of assault of 400 men each ; the left column 
is to advance from the left of our attack against the west face 
of the Kedan, under the command of Sir J ohn Campbell : the 
right column, to advance from the right of onr attack, against 
the east face of the Kedan, nnder the command of Colonel 
Yea (7th Fusiliers). Besides the above, General Eyre*s 
Brigade (;ird division) is to pro down the ravine, between 
the English left attack and the old French attack, and make a 
demonstration ap^ainst the Russian works at the end of the 
Man-of- War Harbour : General Barnard's Brigade (ord divi- 
sion) is to be posted in the same ravine, to be ready to give 
support if necessary to the left column of assault. There are 
to be also large supports in our rear parallels, to be broufj^ht 
up as re(j^uircd. The whole of the assault is to be under 
the command of Sir George Brown. The assault from the 
French right or Inkermann attack will also consist of 3 co- 
lumns of a division each ; the left column, nnder i^e command 
of General D'Autemane, to advance along the Earabelnaia 
ravine round the Mamelon, and assault the battery Gervais and 
west &ce of the Malakoff : the centre column, under the com- 
mand of General Brunet, to advance from the trenches and 
Mamelon redoubt, and assault the east &oe of the Malakoff* 
the little Redan, and the curtain that connects them both: 
the right column, under the command of General Mayran, to 
advance along the Careening Bay Bavine, and attack the 
enemy's batteries next the harbour. 

The whole of the French assault is to be under the imme- 
diate command of General Regnaud de Saint-Jean-d'Angely : 
there are also to be supports and reserves in each of the 
different attacks. 1 hear that in the French left attack, 15,000 
men will ])o hold in reserve ; English attacks, 10,000 ; French 
Inkermann attack, a division of the Garde Tmperiale, IOJmm) 
strong, to be placed in rear of the Victoria Redoubt, m as to 
bo available for any colnmu that may require reinforcements. 
There is also to be a division of 10,000 Turks to be placed on 
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t"he field of Tnkermann. T may as well tell yon tliHt the 
gai'rison of Sevastopol is calculated, at the present inoiueiit, to 
consist of from 45 to 50,000 men. I believe it is in contem- 
plation, the morning of the attack, to make a deim n^tifition 
in the direction of the Mackenzie Farm Heights t n the 
purpose of directing the. attention of the Russian troo])s in lliat 
quarter. This operation is, it is said, to be under the direc- 
tion of General Bosquet, who was removed from the command 
of the 2nd Corps d Arm^e and French Inkermtinn attack by 
General Pelissier, only yesterday; his place being, for tm 
present, occupied, as yon may have already observed, by 
General Begnand de Saint-Jean-d'Angely. This change bais 
greatly annoyed Greneral Bosquet, who considers that he has 
been very ill treated by the General-in-Ohief of the French 
army; but at the same time, it is but just to General Prissier 
to state, lhat on every occasion that he has proposed any 
offensive movement against the town. General Bosquet has 
always objected, and I understand, not unfrequently, in very 
strong terms, besides predicting all sorts of disasters and 
defeat. Such being the case. General Pelissier very naturally 
felt that a man who had no confidence in the success of the 
operations T^'as very unfit to he in command of them. 

1 should mention to you that scvonil steiun-f)"io;;ites and 
sloops of war of the allied fleets are to engage the sea-batteries 
of Sevastopol, during the two nights previous to the assault, 
and at the same time, a number of the launches of the line-of- 
battle ships are to throw rockets into the town, so 83 to harass 
the enemy. 



Head-qotiteni before SevartopQl, June 19tii, 1855. 

In endearoaring to give you an account of the proceedings 
of yesterday, you must not be surprised if it is fiomewhat 
confused, as were the whole of yesterday^s doings from 
beginning to end — ^nothing but confusion and mismanagement. 
I will also try to give you the apparent reasons for our late 
repulse. In my last letter (June 16ih\ I told you the general 
arrangements without detail^ proposed for the disti-ibution of 
the troops for the assault. On the afternoon of that day. 
General Pelissier came to Lord Kaglan, and told him that he 
had been informed by General de Salles, that there was a 
strong feeling among the officers of engineers and artillery of 
their left siege attack, tliat none of their assaults there would 
l>e successful ; and that he (General Pelissier) thought them 
unimportant, as the Malakoff was doubtless the key of tba 
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town. He proposed tbere^ore that these 3 aasanlts sbenld 
not take place, unless the others on the Bedan and MalakoiT 

were perfectly successful. To this, I believe, Lord Eaglan 
objected, bat seeing that General F^lissier had himself no 
confidence in the success of these attacks, he gave way ; and 
it was finully settled that a demonstration only shonld be made 
from the French left attack, at the same time as the assaults 
from the English right, and French Inkermann attacl<6, but 
that in the event of these two last being snccessfiil, the French 
left should afterwards assaults The I^lish arrangements for 
the assault of the Eedan were also somewhat changed, and a 
Srd o<)lumn of 400 men was to attack the salient angle of the 
iJedan, iu the event of those on the flaiiks succeeding. The 
head of each column was to be covered by parties of the rifle 
brigade, who were to advance in skirmitshing order, and getting 
as near the Kedan as practicable, were to endeaTour to pick 
off the enemy's gunners. Parties of sailors (50 men each} 
were told off to cany scaling ladders niider tiio direction of 
Captain Tcel, K.N., and others of soldiers (GO men each) to 
earry wool-bags. An officer of tlie Koyal Engiiieers was also 
to go wiih their parties to direct where the scaling ladders 
and wool-bags were to be placed. Each column was to be 
accompanied by an officer and 20 men of the Eoyal Artilleiy 
tos^ike the enemy's guns, immediately on the work being 
cairied, or torn them against the enemy according to cirenm- 
stances. The EngUsk were not to adv<moe tmiU after the I^^renohM 
got poemskm of the Malakfi Tamer, This was all settled on the 
afternoon and evening of Satiuday (16th), and aU Snnday the 
necesnry arrangements were being made, and every detail 
gone into with the generals of division and brigade. The 
whole of the 1st division was brought up from Balaklava, and 
camped on the plateau in rear of the 4th division. 

At daylight (17th), all the batteries of the allies opened 
once more a most furious cannonade, which was continued 
incessantly throughout the day, to all appearance wdth the 
greatest success, as the enemy scarcely answered us at all. 
At night, our horizontal fire ceased, but the vertical fii*e from 
all our mortars was continued, and bombs and shells were 
showered incessantly into the Malakoff and liedan. One 
reason for the cessation of our cannonade during the night was 
to allow, under cover of the darkness, the assaulting cohimns, 
supports, &c., to be moved into the trenches, and arranged 
well under the shelter of our parapet, and consequently hid 
from the enemy. 1 thiiik 1 told you that G o'clock on Monday 
morning (18th) was the time lixed for the assault to be made, 
which at this time of year would be nearly o hours after 
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flaybreak : and that, if possible, a heaTicr fire than ever was 
to have been poured against the enemy's defences from day- 
]iglit, viutii tlio signal for the advance of our cokirans was 
given. Such were the arrangements luade between the allied 
Commanders-in-Chief. 

About Bi P.M. on Sunday (17th), an aide-de-camp from 
General P^Iiasier amTed at Head-quarterB with a despatob, 
infonning Lord Baglan. that a Council of War had jast been 
held of the riench generals of engineers and artillery, in 
conaeqnenoe of an intimation whi^Si he ^Gl*eneral P^lid^er) 
had received from Greneral Begnand de Saint-Jean-d'Ang^ly, 
stating that it was found, upon trial, quite impossible to place 
the columns of French Infantry for the assault in their 
trenches, without their being seen by the enemy. He pro- 
posed that the assault should take place au point du jour,'* as 
the Bnssians would not have time to make preparations to 
defend the place before the columns of assault would be down 
upon them; whereas, if they waited until 6 a.m. the enemy, 
during the 3 previous hours of daylight, wonld be certain to 
discover the presence of the troops, and would naturally 
suppose that so large a mass of men would not be so placed, 
without a grand attack being about to take place. The 
enemy would therefore make every arrangement in their 
power to counteract the efforts of the allies. General Pelissier 
stated that the council had discussed the merits and demerits 
of the case, and had come to the conclusion that it would 
certainly be best to aii«ault at daybreak, and thai ho (General 
Pelissier), though he much regretted changing the plan of 
operation at so late an hour, thought so also. 

Lord Baglan was excessively annoyed at receiving this 
defipatch, and said that> altermg all the arrangements at the 
last moment was quite enough to peril the success of the 
undertaking. He had all along thbught the numbers of the 
French aesaulting columns unnecessarily large : indeed, as 
the best proof of this, I need only state that they were no lees 
than 15 times the strength of the British ; our columns con- 
sisting of 400 men each and the French of 6000 each ! ! 
Certainly, they had far more to attack than we had, but still 
ihe proportion of troops in their &vour was 10 times as many 
as ours. Indecision at such a moment as this would have 
been fatal to the operations ; Lord Eaglan therefore agreed 
to accede to General Pelissier's wishes, but, at the same time, 
expressed his ()]vInion that the change was most unwise, and 
lie feared that much confusion would ensue. Lord iiagian 
had thou to issue fresh instmctions to Sir George Brown and 
the diliereut General officers connected with the attack ; and 
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it was not until past midniglit tliat his Lordsliip was able to 
retiie for an hours rest 

Shortly after 2 am, (IStli), LoidBaglan and the Staff (con- 
sisting in all of upwaids oi 30 officers), left Head-qnarters, 
It was so dark lhat we could only go at a foot's pace. In 
about half-an-hour, we bad reached tibe commencement of onr 
trenches, right aUack ; that is to say, the first parallel or 
Gordon's batteiy. We all then di.siiionnted, and proceeding 
along the trend i s on foot, arrived a little before 3 a.m, in the 
mortar battery third parallel, which spot bad been selected 
by Lord Kaglan as commanding a good view of tlie quarnes 
and li^an, and also of the ]£i.melon and Malakoff works ; 
and from its very forward position (being but a few yards in 
rear of the quarries) was convenient for sending orders, &o. 
In other respects, it was anything but a spot in which the 
Commander-in-Chief should have been stationed, as it was 
exactly wliere the cross-fire from the Malakoff and Eedan met, 
and thus rendered it ])erlia]js one of the most dangerous 
places in the wholu of the trenches. Indeed, before we liad 
been there many minutes, as some of the troops were filing 
past, more than one remarked iipon the unsafe spot Lord 
Kaghrn had chosen for himself, but his Luidship, although 
told of it, thought that his position wa.s the best for observing 
the assault, and consequently declined moving to any other 
place* We soon found out its danger, as directly the assault 
commenced a continnous shower of shot, shell, and grape 
came clashing just over onr heads, knocking over portions of 
the paiapet wMch was low and weak. 

General F6lissier had stationed himself in what the French 
call h battens Lancaster,"* which is, in &ct, the English old 
6-gan hatteij, and in which we had had four 95-cwt. gans 
(68 pounders) and one Lancaster. The signal for the advance 
of the French assaulting columns was to be given by General 
Pelissier, from that place ; it was to consist of 3 fire-work 
rockets. 

While we were waiting for the signal of assault, the anzions 
moments seemed to drag along, and no wonder, considering 
how much depended on the issue of another hour. All w^as 
still, save the occasional booming of "distant guns ; for in onr 
own trenches and those of the French next to us, not a sliot 
was fired, though occasional heavy shell was still thrown 
from our rear-niortiir batteries into the Kedan and MalakofiT. 
The suspen^:e, though of but short duration, was most trying : 
the darkness, still so considerable that the forms of the men 
lining the trenches looked like spectres as you traced their 
dim outline against the black sky, added much to the feeling 
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of awt' wliich woidJ come over one as the thong^lit crossed 
one's mind of the approaching struggle, and the brave men 
who must fall to rise no more before our aim could be accom- 
pliBhed. The idea of an uoBuccessfiil attack never eyen 
suggested itself. We had not been in the mortar batteiy 
more than 10 minutes, it being still quite dark, before we 
heard a heavy musketry fire going on upon the extreme right 
of the French Inkermann attack, apparently about the head 
of Careening Bay. This increased in rapidity, and in a few 
moments the roaring of shot and shell was mingled with it, 
and it seemed as if a pitched battle was raging. We were all 
at a loss to imagine what it could be, as the signal had not 
been given, and we therefore concluded that the French 
could not have advanced as yet. It was generally supposed 
that it was a sortie from the garrison, who had chosen for us 
this very inopportune moment to attack the French lines. 
Tt soon became apparent that, whatever it was, the whole of 
the Kiissian c^arrison was roused by it, for we could hear 
the beating of drums and the sounding of tnmipets in every 
direction, inside what we thought the doomed city. As it 
afterwai ds appeared, it was the right > rench column assault- 
ing the enemy "s works between the Little Redan and the 
Harbour batteries. This, as you may remember, was com- 
manded by General Mayran, who liad mistaken an ordinary 
rocket for the signal of assault, although warned by several of 
his Staft' that he was in error. 

It was still quite dark, and the men leading the column got 
confused and went directly towards a Russian battery, instead 
of keeping down the CWeening Bay ravine, and then follow- 
ing the edge of the harbour, which would have brought them 
eventually on the fiank of the batteiy. The enemy's sentries 
and guards were driven in by the advance of the French 
column, which veiy foolishly began to [fire upon them, and 
thus showed the artillerymen in the Russian batteries where 
they were. They then opened a tremendous fire of shot, shell* 
and grape upon the French, who were thrown into great con- 
fusion by the dreadful slaughter which ensued. General 
Mayran was himself mortally wounded and was carried to the 
rear. The troops, losing all confidence, began to retire* 
followed up by a murderous cannonade both from the Russian 
batteries, and also from some of the ships in harbour which 
fired up Careening Bay ravine. 

Jt appears that General Pelissier rlid not nrrivo io tlie ]io<^i- 
tion he had selected forln'mself (in the Lancaster battery) until 
10 minutes after the advance of General Mayran's division, and 
he expressed his astonishment with considerable warmth, as to 
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who bad giyen the sigDal* Qenexal Begnaud de Sl-Jeaa-d'An- 
g^y, who was also stationed tibiere, and who had witnessed the 
advance, was as much at a loss to understand how it had bap* 
pened. However, although it was scarcely daylight, General 
r^lissier thought it advisable to make the signal for the 
general assault and, accordingly, a moment after, 8 rockets 
flew into the air and burst into a bouquet of fireworks. (I 
looked at my watch by the light of a portfire, it was exactly 
7 minutes after 3 a.m.) Immediately the 2 columns under 
Generals d'Autemarre and Brunet commenced their advance. 
Till? fonner moved on with rapidity round the left of the 
Mamelon and up the Karabcliiaia Kavine towards the battery 
Gorvais to the west of the Malakolf ; but the enemy having 
been put completely on the qvi vive, by the premature attack of 
General Mayran's cobimn, immediately discovered the other 
columns advancing and opened upon them a most tremen- 
dous fire of grape, which in the first minute knocked over 
dozens of men. 

Day now broke, and the first streaks of light showed us 
General d'Autemarre's column advancing under an awfiil fire 
towards the battery Gervais. The Russians redoubled their 
efforts, and now added the fire of musketiy to that of their 
heavy guns. The head of General Brunet's column had some 
difficulty in moving out of die trenches ; in fact, the signal for 
attack was given at least 20 minutes sooner than had been 
expected, and consequently the French officers bad not com- 
pleted the proper placement of their men, so at the very com- 
mencement of their advance, they were more or less in disorder 
and confusion. Before many minutes, this was greatly increased 
by the unfortunate death of General Bnmet himself, who was 
shot by a musket ball through the body. The command of 
this column then devolved upon General Lafont de Yilliers. 
This change in command caused some little delay, and when 
the troops moved forward to their difficult task, they were 
met by an overpowering cross-fire from the east face of the 
Malakolf and the Little Kedan. NeYertheless they still ] tushed 
on, and almost reached the ditch in front of the cm tain con- 
necting the two last named works together. Here they were 
received by volleys of musketry, fired by masses of the iiuissian 
infantry behind the parapets, and to whom, in return, they 
could do but little harm. After a desperate struggle they 
were compelled to retire to their trenches, having left on the 
ground heaps of budiu.s of their fallen comrades, but 1 believe 
they managed to carry off the greater portion of their 
wounded. 

Immediately on General F^lissier being informed of the 
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miBfake and consequent disaster of General Mayran's oolnnuiy 
lio ordered down to their assistance 4 battalions of the divi- 
sion of the Garde Impdriale, -which was in reserve. These 
troops, on arriving in the lower part of Careening Bay Bavine, 
fonud the column in a very disordered state* but on receiving 
this great reinforcement, an as.sault was again organised under 
the command of General de Failly (who had succeeded Gene- 
ral Mayran, after he had been carried to the rear), but unfor- 
tunately with the same result as before ; the leading troops 
being swept away at any fresh discharge from the enemy's 
batteries'. The assault by this column was tlierofuro most 
reluctantly abandoned, and they retired up the raviuo to- 
wards their own trenches, carrying with them their wounded, 
and covered by the battalions oi the Garde under General 
Mellinet. 

To return now to General d'Autemarre's division, on the 
left column of assault. Their progress towards the point of 
attack was necessarily slow from the frightful hi e which they 
encountered. Nevertheless, in the course of a few minutes, a 
gi*eat mass of men had anived at the ditch before the battery 
Gervais; their formation had been much broken by their 
severe losses, and they presented more the appearance of a 
hurried czowd, lhan a regularly formed body of troops. But 
this was of less importance, as all were animated by the same 
desire of penetrating into tiie enemy^s work. A rattling lire 
of musketry was now going on between the Bnssian troops 
behind their parapets, and the French column, which caused 
the latter especudly, veiy considerable loss, and added much 
to the confusion. 

In a few minutes more, we had the satisSftction of seeing 
some of the French clambering over the parapet of the 
ememy^s battery, and they were immediately followed by 
many others. After penetrating the work, the French found 
themselves in the Karabelnaia suburb ; the houses of which 
were mere hovels, mostly without roofs, but their low stone 
walls made admirable cover for troops ; and on tlie Russian 
infantry and artillery being driven out of the battery Gervais 
by the entrance of our allies, they fled to these houses, and 
kept up a heavy fire, which greatly checked the progress of 
the French. The officer commanding the most advanced com- 
panies, and who had led the assaidting colimm throughout, 
Commandant Gamier, so disposed his troops, that, as far as 
possible, they sliould be under cover from the guns of the 
Malakoff and the fire of the Russian infantry, while he de- 
spatched repeated requests for reinforcements to be sent up 
from the rear. 
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We most now leave our allies, and tarn to the advanced 
mortar batterf where Lord Baglan and the Staff were assem- 
bled. Bat nrst, I must remind you of the conditions, on 
which our troops were to advance against the Bedan, vis. : 
that the English were not to assault, nntil the French got p0f»* 
session of the ^lalakuff. That, as you already know, uiey 
never did, although they penetrated the Ixittery Gervais on 
its flank, as I have already described. It had now been day- 
light some little time, and Lord Eaglan, on seeing and ad- 
miring the gallant efforts the French were making, felt that 
he would hardly be doing them justice, if he were not to 
second their endeavoure by ordering: our assault on the Eedan, 

I/ O ' 

wliich would necessari)^' take off a portion of the enemy'H firo 
from nur allies, and thus make a diversion in their favour. 
Accordingly, be gave the order for the signal of 2 rockets for 
the advance of our 2 flanking columns to be made. Imme- 
diately after we saw the parties of rifles leaving our trenches 
and running up towards tlie abattis round the Eedan, followed 
directly by a number of sailors carrying scaling ladders (led 
in the most gallant manner by Captain Peel, H.N.), and the 
soldiers told ofl' to carry woolsacks. The Mi'tillerymen 
to spike the guns also rushed forward ; bnt of these, scarce 
one-third returned nntonched, the rest all being killed or 
wounded. They were quickly followed by a storming party, 
consisting of 400 men of the 84th Regiment, under the 
command of Captain Gwilt, senior effective dficer of that 
corps, supported by a portion of the 33rd, commanded by 
LieutenantOolonel Johnstone. The troops moved out A 
the trench in anything but good order: they had been 
arranged along it about 3 deep, and immediately the signal 
was given, had to clamber over the parapet, and thus started 
in some sort of confusion. The Eussians were quite prepared 
for their appearance, for they instantly opened a most tremen** 
dous fire of grape and musketry. Colonel Johnstone was 
almost immediately struck down, and had his arm shattered, 
and Captain Gwilt was also severely woiuidcd. Seeing their 
leaders fall, the men naturally got dispirited, and the tor- 
jent r»f grape shot which swept through and through them, 
sen.sibly diminished the tliin line of British troops. Tliey 
boo:an to waver; Colonel Yea, perceiving the state of aflaiis, 
Sii vv tlicre was nothing for it but to endeavour to fonn Lhem up 
in some sort of way, and lead them to the attack, lliis he did 
by voice and ii;esture, and then putting himself at their head, 
gallantly led iLt; way towards the Kedan. lie was some yards 
in advance of his column, when a charge of grape-shop stnick 
him in the body and head, and he fell to the ground, pointing 
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out with luB sword the direction the iroope were to take. 
Thus glorionslj died, at the head of his men, one of the 
bravest and best offioers in the British army. 

So many offioers had now been killed and wonnded that no 
orders were given : tiie men became completely disheartened 
and commenced firing against the Bussians, who swarmed in 
hundreds on the parapet of the Eedan, displaying great 
bravery in the manner in which they exposed themselves in 
repelling the adyance of onr men . The hie from the Kussians, 
if anythmg, increased, and the British troops, after in vain en- 
deavouring to make fiirther adyance, were compelled to retire 
to onr trenches. 

I have now only described to you the right coltmin of attacl?', 
because it Avas immediately in front of wlicre the Staft' were 
stationed, and we could sec them so much hotter than the 
other column. There is hut little to tell diflerf^Tit in the as- 
sault of the left column to that I have just det^cribed. The 
same confusion oceuj red at the lirst movement of advance from 
the same causes ; Colonel Shadforth (57th regiment), whu led 
the btomiing party, was shot dead before he was many yards 
out of our trench. T^pon seeing this, Majur-General Sir eTohn 
Campbell inmiudiatoly went forward to lead the isiuriiicrs him- 
self. The men, struck by his noble devotion, rallied directly 
and followed Sir John up towards the west face of the Eedan, 
bat on arriiring close to the abattis, he met with the same fate 
which, almost at tiie same time, attended Colonel Yea, and he 
fell d^ul, while in the act of cheering on his men. The officer 
next in seniority was Colonel Lord nest (Slst regiment), who 
took the command and nsed his best endeayonrs to form the 
stormers up for another effort, bat it was too late now : the 
men reduced to half their nnmbers could not be properly got 
together. All hope of success was for the present at an end ; 
there was nothing to be done but to retire to the trenches and 
organise a fresh attack. 

I cannot tell you what a feeling of disappointment came OTer 
all, as we saw that the gallant efforts of our troops had been 
unavailing. Lord Haglan, who maintained his usual coolness 
and decision in spite of the reverses with which we had 
met, immediately ordered General DacroK (Commanding Eoyal 
Artilleiy) to give directions for every and mortar to open, 
in both attacks, that could be brou^lit to bear either on the 
Bcdan or MalakolT. This was promptly executed, and in 5 
minutes we had the sat isiaution of seeing and hearing our shot 
and shell tly roaring through the air, carrying death and de- 
struction to our enemies. 

I should have told you that fiom the moment of the fli^t 
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advance of the Britisli troops, and when the enemy opened 
their terrible fire of grape-6hot» &c., we found our Bituation in 
the mortar hattezy anytiiii^ but pleasant, aa these dreadM 
miaailee oame about ua like hail, and, considering the danger 
we were in, it was wondeifol that any escaped alive. Lord 
Eaglan desired every one, botb officers and men, to sit down, 
so as to keep as much under cover as possible, and not attract 
the attention of the enemy by looking over the parapet. But 
his Lordship and General Jones, from the first moment that we 
came into the battery until after our trcx>ps had retired, leant 
over and watched the assault of our allies fi?ist and afterwards 
our own. It was strange to observe the countenances of these 
2 veterans; perfectly calm and collected, they talked earnestly 
to one another, but without any excitement being apparent in 
voice or gesture, disregardinp; alike the heavy round shot and 
minie ball, which every moment Hew close past them. ShoHly 
after the first advance of our troops, General »Iones, while 
leaning over the parapet conversing with Lord Kaglan, A\ ay 
struck on the forehead by a grapenshot, which knocked him 
backwards — we all thought dead ; he was caught when falling 
by one of hib aides-de-camp, and gently laid down on the 
ground. It was a pitiful sight to see the poor old general, 
with a frightfal gash across his forehead, his face covered mfh 
blood, which oame streaming down from the wound. To the 
great delight of all, upon being given some water, he appeared 
to revive, and a medical officer being in attendance, his wound 
was diessed and a bandage placed round bis bead. He shortly 
after took his place again hj Lord Baglan's side, wbo, when he 
ascertained that Cbneral tfonea was not mortally wounded, 
had returned to watch the progreaa of the attack. An officer 
of the 88th regiment. Captain Blown, wsa standing among the 
Staff and talking to some of us, when a round shot came and 
took his arm clean off, the limb flying several yards from him, 
and nearly striking General Airey, who was on the other side 
of the trench, on the chest. An artilleryman, who was with 
us to discharge the signal rockets, had his head smashed by 
some grape-shot, and a sapper, who was also there with signal 
flags fin case they were required), was kiDed by a round shot 
going through his chest ; the poor feUow was literally knocked 
to pieces. Enougli of these horrible details. I only mention 
them as coming under ray immediate observation. 

In the mean time, when Commandant Gamier's messenger 
reached General d'Autemarre, he, having no more reinforce- 
ments at hand, sent back to General Pelissier, infuiiiiing him 
of the state of affairs at the battery Gervais. General Pelissier, 
on hearing this, ordered the Zouaves of the Garde to move 
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down without delay to reinforce Commandant Gamier. But 
all this took a long time to aooomplislL In tiiie first place, 
tbe French Conu9aanaer<'m'C]uef was upwards of a mile as the 
crow flies from General d'Autemarre's position, so that a mes* 
senger haying to pass along crowded trenches, the way per- 
petually blocked up by wounded men being carried to the 
rear, would be at least half an hour in reaching the Lancaster 
battery. Then again, from there General P^lissier had to 
send back to the general officer commanding the Garde in rear 
of the Victoria redoubt, which would also take some little 
time. Altogether it was upwards of an hour from the time 
General d'Autemarre despatched his messenger, to llie time 
when the Zouaves of the Garde began their march. They had 
not proceeded any distance before intelligence reached Gene- 
ral Pelissier that the English assault had been unsuccessful, 
and also that the French in the batteiy Gervais had been 
forced to retire. He therefore gave orders to halt the Zouaves 
until he had communicated with Lord Eaglan. He then 
desired General Kegnaud de Saint- Jean-d'Ang^ly to make ai- 
rangements for a fresh attack, which he did, by sending in- 
structions to that efiect to General d^AutemaiTc, Avho, in con- 
sequence of the death of General Brunet and the mortal wound 
of General Maj ran, was now senior officer in the trenches. 
The French €ommander-in Chief then despatched General 
Eose with this information to Lord Eaglan, and expressed a 
hope that he would agree with him, and organise a fresh 
attack from our trenches; in which case the French troops 
should again assault the Malakoff as soon as possible, and m 
the event of their being successful he hoped the English would 
attack the Bedan« as before arranged. 

But to return once more to the English trenches. Our bat- 
teries had, during this time, been keeping up a rapid and well- 
directed fire against the enemy^s works, and in the course of 
three quarters of an hour from the time they opened, the ene- 
my's guns were almost silenced ; this showed what an error it 
was, not having the 3 hours* bombardment previous to the 
assault, as Lord Eaglan had so earnestly desired, and to which 
the French, at the eleventh hour, would not agi ee. As to their 
idea, that the enemy, with a gaT rison of 45,000 men in Sevas- 
topol, would be unprepared, or taken by surprise by our 
attackinj^ them at daylight, it seems to me simply absurd, and 
our experience with the Eussians up to the present time ought 
pretty well to have sho^-n us how much on the alert, they 
alwavs are. Besides, it is an established rule with all annies 
in thu fii'ld, in presence of an enemy or a besieged town, that 
the ii'oops are invariably all under arms an hour or more before 
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daylight, as that hour is supposed to be daiigcrous, and you 
cannot be aware as to what movement the enemy may have 
made during the night. 

But this is a dj^rassion. When Lord Baglan saw that the 
enemy's fire was once again completely snbdued by tbe can- 
nonade and bombardment we bad brought to bear upon tbem» 
he resolyed, with the concurrence of General P^lissier, tiiat a 
fresh attack should be made, and for this purpose, he gave 
directions to Sir G^rge Brown to order down the supports, 
and haye them placed in the adyancod trenches in the same 
manner as the last, ready for an assault. He then despatched 
Colonel Vico to General P^lissier to inform him of the arrange- 
ments lie had made, and proposing that another attack on the 
Malakotf and liedan should take place after a few houi-s longer 
bombardment, which would not unlikely put the Russians off 
their guard, and more completely silence their batteries ; be- 
sides giving time for the removal of the ^vnimded out of the 
advanced trendies, and also for replacint; those troops, that 
had already been engaged, with fresh bodies of men. 

Well, Lord Kaglan waited for a long time for General 
Pelisjsier's answer, and at last General Rose an'ived with the 
message, which 1 have already told you, from the French 
Commander-in-Chief. Tt appeared that he had met Colonel 
Vico just at the cut ranee of our trenches, so that the two mes- 
sages of tlu; allied generals had crossed. Lord Eaglan, fearing 
that there might be some mistake, as his and General P^lis- 
sier's ideas of the best time to assault were rather at yariance, 
thought it best to go and settle the question himself. Accord- 
ingly, he proceeded, accompanied by his Staff, to the rear of our 
trenches. Passing along uie trenches on our return was any- 
thing but a moyement of rapidity : the approaches were quite 
choked with the supports and fresh troops commg down, and 
were perpetually blocked up by the poor wounded fellows, 
officers and men, who were being borne to the rear on litters. 
It was shortly after 7 a.m. when Lord Raglan arrived at the 
Lancaster Battery, where he found Generd P^lissier, General 
Begnaud de Saint^ean-d*Ang61y, and the French Generals of 
Engineers and Artillery. The two Commanders-in-Chief re- 
tired, and had a long consultation together ; I understand 
General IVlissicr was perfectly ready to fall in w^ith Lord 
Raglan's views. But bt-foro they had fully aminged their 
plans, a message amved from General d'Autemarre to his 
? 'ommander-in-Chiof, to the effect, that lie feared it was quite 
impossible to assault again, as the 1^'i enc h losses had been so 
great, and the troops were so dispirited that he di iil tted the 
result being successful ; and adding, that in his opudon, it 
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would only be taking the troops to be uselessly slaughtered. 
General Pelissier was a good deal puzzled what to do, but 
very properly thinking that, in this instance, General d'Aute- 
niarre*8 opinion, as regards the temper of his troops, was 
superior to bis own, he deemed it impossible to attack, and 
appealed to Lord Eaglan for bis advice. I imderstand tbat bis 
Lordship gave it, tbat mncb as be wished for an immediate 
repetition of tbe assault, it would be absurd attempting it, if 
tbe French troops were really as dispirited as General d'Aute- 
marre a})peared to consider. In this dilemma. General Pelis- 
sier decided that the risk was too great, and consequently tbe 
proposed attack was abandcjned. 

llius ended tbe unfortunate assault of the allies on the 
Malakoff and Bedan on tbe IStbof June. I believe its fiiiluro 
was chiefly o^vnng to two causes : the first and greatest, that a 
cannonade and bombardment of 2 or 3 hours' duration did not 
take place on the Malakoflf and Kedan previous to the assault, 
as it would be perfectly impossible fur any lai'ge body of troops 
to exist in those works, exposed to the tremendous fiie the 
allies could bring to bear upon them. Tlie second cause, 
a fatal one also, was General 3Tayrau Rttarkiug before the 
proper time, and consequently giMug the enemy an o}>purtu- 
nity of repelling, as it were, the different columns of attack in 
detail, and likewise hurrying, as I have described, the move- 
ments of the other columns, especially as recr^ards tbe division 
of General Bruuet. In operations of this nature, simultaneous 
movement is absolutely necessary to ensure success. Had the 
3 assaulting columns of our allies adTanced at the same 
moment, I l^Ueye tbe day might have been successful ; but 
tbe enemy bad time to repulse tbe attack of General Mayran 
before called upon to drive back tbat of General Brunet. 

Another error wbicb was committed on this day, but one 
wbicb we cannot but admire from the motiyes wbicb actuated 
it, and tbe bravery it called forth, was tbe fact of the general 
officera commanding each colunm taking tbe post of leaders of 
a storming- party. Out of the 5 general officers who com- 
manded each column 4 met with a glorious but untimely 
death, by which sad catastrophe, in each instance, their men 
were thrown more or leas into confusion, and the commands 
devolved on officers, who although possibly equally brave and 
zealous, were probably not so well informed of the an-angc- 
ments for the attack. The names of these gallant generals, as 
you already know, were. General Ma^'ran, mortally wounded ; 
General Brunet, killed: Colonel Yea (Acting-Brigadier-Gene- 
ral), killed; and Major-({cueral Sir John Campbell, killed. 

After a protracted conference with General Teiissier, Lord 
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Eaglan returned to the English Head-quarters, visiting on his 
way the different divisional camp hospitals, cheering, with his 
kind manner and sympathising words, many a poor fellow 
who was suffering from the tortare of his wounds. He arrived 
back at Head-qnarters about midday, and there found that his 
despatches and letters from England had just arrived. One of 
the first letters he opened announced to him the death of his 
last surviving sister, a blow which, to his kind heart and 
warm affections, was even more severe than the disasters of 
the day. 

I will now shortly relate to you the attack of General Eyre's 
column against the enemy's defences atthe end of theMan-of-War 
harbour. It appears, that about an hour previous to the signal 
of assault, General Eyre started down the ravine, between the 
Enp;li8li left attack and the old French tronoh(^s, with his 
column, consisting of about 2000 men of the Dth, 18th, 28th, 
38th, and 44th Kegiments. Thoy arrived at the extremity of 
our works a little before 3 a.m. ; General Eyre then halted the 
column and nirnlc his arrangements for the Rssault. Volun- 
teers from each regiment, to the number of about 200, formed 
an advance guard under IVIajor Fielden of the 44th regiment 
(who distinguished himself throughout the day). These were 
supported by 3 battalions; on the right the 44th and 38th 
liegiments, and on the left the 18th Eegiment; the 2 remain- 
ing battalions of the 9tli and 28th Kegimonts l)eing kept in 
rear as a reserve. A body of French infantry had also been 
told off to co^>perate <m the left with the EngUsh troops. The 
troops were then ordered to advance. The first obstade in 
their way were 2 ambuscades, oconpied by small parties of Iho 
enemy ; these were immediately captured without any loss to 
the flJlied troop, the English taking the one in their &ont 
and the French the other on the left. Our allies then oon* 
tented themselves with the assistance they had given us and 
advanced no further, the officer eommanding them intimating 
that he had instructions not to proceed beyond that point. 
Immediately after this, the English troops marched on the ce- 
metery on iheir front, which had always, up to this time, been 
occupied by a strong body of the enemy. As it was not yet 
daylight, it was impossible to estimate their force, butfrom the 
flashes of their muskets v. brn they fired fii^st on oiir advancing 
column, it would spc m that they were in conFidcrable nwm- 
bers. However, Ihev made but little stand and our nu n irnt 
possession and occupied the cemetery with but little Ions, the 
Kussians retiring to some houses on either side of the ravine, 
in rear of the cemeterv. General Eyre ordered these hous^ 

*■' * 

to be attacked, which was immediately done. The 18th regi*. 
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ment advanced, drove out the enemy and occupied the hotises 
on the left, which were immediately under what ai e known aa 
the Garden batteries to the left rear of the Bastion du Mat : 
the honses on the right were taken and oocnpied by the 44th 
regiment, and the 38th was pushed forward and took some 
houses in their front, from whence they commanded and took 
in reyerse a portion of the Strand battery, which is^at the 
extremity of we Man-of-War creek, and sweeps with i& guns 
the ravine our troops occupied. 

On the enemy being driven out of the houses above-men- 
tioned, they retired to the town defences on eacli flank of the 
zavine, those on the right going to the barrack batteries and 
those on the left to the Garden batteries. The enemy then 
opened a heavy fire from their guns, together with a sharp 
musketiy fusillade; against the latter, our men were well 
sheltered, but against the former, the thin walls of the houses 
they occupied were but (tf slight protection. This cannonade 
cut np our troops dreadfully : several houses were knocked 
down and others set fire to by the shells. We continued to 
occupy tlieni despite our losses, and the steady and well- 
directed file against the Russian infantry caused them to dis* 
continue their fusillade, and the accuracy of our aim at the 
embrasures of the enemy's batteries silenced many of their 
guns and must have caused them numerous casualties among 
their artiller^^men ; but the enemy placed several of their 
ships uf war so that their guns could be brought to bear upon 
the ground our troops had acquired, and the heavy shot and 
shell which pitched perpetually among them cost us many 
Taluable lives. Against ikia, our men were helpless. General 
XSyre could not attempt any frurther advance until he knew 
of the success of the attack on the Malakoff and Bedan; 
indeed, as it was, he had exceeded his orders, as it had only 
been the intention of Lord Baghm that a demonstration should 
be made to occupy the attention of the enemy at this part 
of their defences, during the grand assaults from the English 
and French trenches ; and in the event of these assaults being 
snccessful, General JE^re was then to convert his feint attack 
into a real one. He was not aware of the checks with which 
our efforts had been met, till about 9 A.M, ; he then sent an 
officer to inform Lord Raglan of his position, and begged to 
know what he was to do. Lord Kaglan immediately commii- 
nicated witli General Pelissier, and after explaining to him 
what had tnkrn place, said that, as the new ground now occu- 
pied by our tj oops was of far more importance Id the French, 
old Attack than to the English Left he hoped that lie would 
take it o£^ his hands and occupy it wiUi ^French troops. 

2 ▲ 
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General F^lissier at once saw the importance of keeping pos- 
fiession at any rate of a portion of the acquired ground, and 
agreed to occupy it with some of his troo]>s, if his Genei^-al of 
Engineers, upon examining the ground, found it practicable. 
He then gave directions to General Jsiel to send an officer to 
examine the ground. Upon this. Lord Raglan despatched an 
officer with this information to General Eyre, but at the same 
time, ordered him to retire if not relieved by the French at 
night&ll. 

Throughout the day, the troops had to continue under, at 
times, a most galling fire from the enemy's batteries and from 
the ships, which fired up the Man-of-VVai* Creek from the 
Great Harbour, causing us very severe loss both in of- 
ficers and men. General Eyre was himself during the nioni- 
ing severely wounded on the head, but with great resolution 
and courage continued to command the troops till 5 p.m., 
when feeling the cirects of his wound, he resigned to the iit xt 
senior officer, Colouci Adciins (2Bth regiment). During the 
afternoon, a French officer of Engineers visited the ground, 
and said it was of importance that it should be held by the 
allies, and told General Eyre that a considerable body of 
French troops should be sent to relieye the English imme- 
diately. Nevertheless, no relief ever arrived, and therefore 
at nightfall, in compliance with the order of Lord Baglan, 
Colonel Adams gave directions for tiie troops to retire : leaving 
only a strong picket in the cemetery, so that the ground might 
be re-occnpiea, if thought advisable the following morning. 
The retreat was made without molestation &om the enemy, 
and in such order and regularity that they were able to cariy 
to the rear all our wotinde<l, many of whom it had not been 
possible to remove during the day. The loss of this column, 
like those on the Eedan, was very severe : no less than 31 
officers and 531 men being killed and wounded. 

Thus concluded the (>]f rations of this eventful day. Much 
of it we must look upnn with regret and sorrow ; — with ropi et, 
that our eilort« were unavailing ; with sorrow, for the noble 
lives that were lost. But our honour remains untarnished : 
England may still be proud of her soldiers : officeJ s and men, 
from the first general to the last joined recruit, alike showed 
their bravery and devotion to their country. You ^^•ill have 
observed that, with one or two exceptions, I have not men- 
tioned in my account tliu n<iiiiea of officers wlio distinguished 
themselves. AN here all behaved so gallantly it might seem 
invidious to select some for commendation, but I understand 
the following have been recommended to Lord Eaglan by the 
different generals as being particularly deserving of his notice : — 
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Colonels: Tyldon, R.E. (very severely wounded), Gordon, 
R.E., Chapman, K.E., Cobb, 4th regiment (wounded). Lord 
West, 2lBt regiment, Lysons, 23rd regiment (wounded), 
Johnstone, 33rd regiment (wonnded) ; Captains: Jesse, ]\.E. 
(killed), Fomian, Kifle Biigade (killed) ; Lieutenants : Graves, 
K.E. (killed), Murray, R.K (killed), Roileau, Kifle Brigade 
(severely wounded). Of the Naval Brigade: Captain l*eel 
(severely wounded) ; Lieutenants : Kidd (killed), Cave 
(wounded), Urmston (wounded), Dalyell (wounded); Mid- 
shipmen : Wood (wounded), rarsoms (wounded), Kennedy 
and Daniel. 

This day (19th), the melancholy task of collecting and 
burying the dead has been taking place. I have just relumed 
from seeing the suspension of arms, which was demanded this 
morning by a fl^ of trace by tbe allied generals from the 
Bnssians. It did not begin until 2 F.if. tbis day, wben parties 
from botb sides mo^ed oat of tbe advanced works and com- 
menced their sad dnty. For some hours preyions, no firing 
bad gone on : all seemed impressed with tiie loss which had 
been occasioned yesterday. I have described so often the 
horrors of a batde-field that I will spare you the infliction 
now: the wonnds were perhaps more horrible than before, 
from the amount of grape-shot that had been used by the 
enemy in repelling the advance of the troops. I believe only 
2 or 3 English wounded were found, the others havii^ been 
withdrawn during the night. Our allies, whose attack was so 
much more extended, foimd great numbers of their poor 
countiymcn, who bad been struck down so near the enemy's 
works that they conld not be carried off. "Who shall describe 
the protracted agony and suffering many of the^e l)rave men 
endured, during the long 80 hours from the i}mn of their 
receiving their wounds ! Tcrhaps I was most stnick by the 
mangled remains of those two noble officei s. Sir John Campbell 
and Colonel Yea, which lay further advanced than any other 
red coats, close under the abattis of the Eedan ! 

As before, I got into conversation with some Eussian 
officers : they all appeared more cold and reserved in their 
manner than on former occasions, and seemed, I thought, 
more melancholy than either the English or French. One 
young Eussian eadet, with whom I was talking, in reply to a 
remark of mine as to our losses, said, with great bitterness of 
manner, and a voice choked with emotion, " Losses I You do 
not know what the word means I You should see our batteries ; 
the dead lie there in heaps and heaps! Troops cannot live 
under such a fire of hell as you poured upon us !** In fact, I 
am more convinced than ever, lhat, had the assault taken place 

2^2 
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at G o'clock yesterda\ muining, after 3 hours cannonade and 
bombardment, Sevastopol would now be in tbe hands of 
the alliee. 

It 18 unpossible for me to give yon aoonrately, either our 
own or the Frenoh losaes, aa the retom at present haa not 
been made ont ; bnt I fear the English approximate near 1500, 
and those of onr allies to between 3 and 4000* 

I regret to say that the allied fleets ha^e also had some 
losses in the last 2 nights' attacks against the seardefences of 
the town ; Captain Lyons of H.M.S. Miranda," was severely 
wounded on the night of the 17th, by the bursting of a shell. 
He has been sent down to the naval hospital at Therapia for 
recovery. In consequet^ c (if the non-sncccss of our assault 
on the l^lalakoff and Eedon, the attack on Mackenzie's Heights 
by the force under General Bosquet's command did not take 
place, but on the morning of the 17th, the Turkish and 
Sardinian troo])s under Omer Pasha and General La Maniinr^i 
crossed the Tchernaya, and now occiij)y a position on the hi^h 
ground in front of Tchergoun. The enemy have not attempted 
to molest them. 



Hcad-quarten before Sevastopol^ Jwe 23idt 1855. 

We are beginning to recover a little from the " bitter pill " 
"^e had to swallow on Monday last (18th), bnt still every one 
is more or less out of spirits. Lord Baglan is perhaps the 
most cheerful of any one, considering how much he has had 
lately to worry and annoy him : but at the same time^ I fear 
that it has affected his health : he looks far from well, and has 
grown very much aged latterly. Added to our other misfor- 
tunes, several of our best generals are incapacitated from ill- 
health, and arc obliged temporarily to resign their commands. 
Sir George Brown and General Codrington have gone on 
board ship at Kaniiesch sick ; General Estcouit has been 
dangerously ill during the last 2 days at Head-quarters with 
cholera, and is even now in a very precarious state ; General 
Pennefather has been so ill with dysentery, that the medical 
men have ordered him io leave for England immediately, as 
the only chance for his recuverv. General Buller al^^o was 
oblio-eil to lea\'e in conseq nonce of fever a short time back. 
Generals Jones and Eyre are, as yon know, hotli wounded, 
and althou^^h going on most favourably and able to carry on 
their respective commands, are not fit as yet to resume their 
more active duties. So altogether yoTi see we are very short 
of general officers* General May ran died yesterday ixum the 
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effects of the dreadful wounds he received on the mommg of 
the 18 th instant. 

I omitted to tell }'ou in my last letter, that wo re-occui^ied 
on the lUth insttiut the ground which General Eyre's cohuiiu 
took the morning before, but which they abandoned in the 
evening, leaving only a picket in the cemetery. On the 
PLoming of the 19th, the engineer officer of the Left attack^ 
whose duty it was to report every morning any fresh circum- 
fitanoe or movement on &e part of the enemy, tibat might oome 
under his observation, remarked that the ground above alluded 
to was still unoccupied by the enemy. This information he 
Instantly sent up to Head-quarters, and orders were then 
Iplven by Lord Baglan that the pioket should be immediately 
strengthened and sentries posted across the newly acquired 
ground. This was aU done. Loi d Ka^Un also oommunioated 
the oiroumstance to General Pelissier, and it was arranged 
between them, that a force of English and French troops should 
be sent down there in the course of the day; instructions 
were given to the commanding officers of the Royal Engineers 
and the Corps du Genie, to erect such works as might be 
thought desirable, both to strengthen the ground, and connect 
it with the English and French trenches on both sides of the 
ravine. Accordingly, the same evening (19th), a strong force 
of English and French were sent down there, and commenced 
the works ordered to be constrnctcd ; since which time 
they have been completed, and now present a formidable 
appearance. They have cost us a considerable number of 
men, from their nearness to some of the enemy's batteries : 
tiuvertheless, the ground is of great importance to the allies, 
as indeed is proved by the jealousy with which the Eussians 
regard our occupation of it. 

For some reason with which I am unacquainted (it is said 
because the French Commander-in-Chief is not pleased with 
the arrangements of General Eegnaud de SaintJean-d'Ang^ly 
on the 18th instant). General P^lissier ordered General Bos- 
quet on the 20th instant, to take up again the command of the 
2Dd Corps d'Arm^e and the Frencn inkermann attack. The 
French troops on the Tchomaya are now under the immediate 
orders of General Herbillon, and General Eegnaud de Saint- 
Jean-d*Ang^]y has returned to his old command of the Garde 
Imp^riale and Corps de Beserve. 

As regards the siege-works, we are running forward a sap 
towards the Great Redan, more with the object of forming an 
adyanoed musketry-trench, than with the idea of crowning the 
work. The French are making 2 other saps fi om the ^lamelon 
and the trencl^ to its ifigh^ tQwards the Jdalakoff and Little 
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Eedan. They are also working nearer to tlie Bastion du Mfit 
and tlie I5a.stiun Centrale in their old Attack. Our engineers 
say that it ^vill be at least three weeks before these saps and 
the wprks conn ee ted with them, will bo completed. The 
Bussians appear also to be employing themselves strengtlieiv- 
ing their hue of defence : it is said tliey haye commenced the 
erection of a Star Fort in the Earabelnaia snbnrb, which, 
when finished, is completely to command the Eedan and Mar 
lakoff. This would be a work of such magnitude, and requir- 
ing so great a quantity of material and labour, that I doubt 
the truth of the report. 

Very little firing has been going on from the guns on either 
side since the flag of truce on the I9th, but our daily losses 
are still considerable, from the nearness of our trenches to the 
enemy's works, and the rattle of musketiy never ceases day or 
night. Our allies suffer severely from the occupation of the 
Mamelon, as the Kussians at intervals throw into it salvoes 
of heavy shells from some large mortars in rear of the 
Malakoff. 

The last few days wo liave had a great nnnibcr of deserters 
from Sevast()})ol, ^yho one and all declare that, had we assaulted 
the town again on tlie 1 Sth, it would have fallen an easy con- 
quest into our hands. Their troops were so disheartened by 
the heavy losses they met with from the cannonade opened by 
US on them immediately after the assault, when their masses 
of infantry were collected in heavy columns in rear of the 
litidan and Malalvi jfif. Tliey also tell us that immense numbers 
of men ran duwii to the water s edge during this heavy fire, 
and such was their panic, that they actually fought for the 
possession of boats and rafts, Ssc, (which' were there for 
the remoTal of the wounded), in order that they might cross 
over to the north side of the harbour. They say that Prince 
Gortschakoff, in order io check this feeling as much as pos- 
sible, has relieved the greater part of the garrison with fresh 
troops on the north side, and that on the arrival of reinforce- 
ments, the entire sarrison will be changed. Their accounts 
of their losses on tne 18th of June vary -considerably ; some 
say d, others 10,000.* 

* According to Prince Gortwhakoff't dwpaicb, as publiahed in fhe 'Invalide 
Busse,' the losses of the garrieon of Sevastopol doriiig the 17ilk and 18th June veil 

as foUows : — 

Killed. Wounded 

OflHoers 16 153 

Men 781 482« 



lotai 797 4979 

Gaaoalties • 5776 
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The casualties of tlie Allies are as follows : — 



Killea. 


Wounded, 


TOttL 


22 


78 




244 


1209 




266 


1287 — 


- 1553 


37 


96 










1311 


1740 — 


- 3051 



TotaloftheAUitt killed and wounded 4604 



Head-quarters before iSevastopol, June 2Gth, 1855. 

T have nothing to tell you but misiur tunes, but wo cannot 
always have what wo wish. On the evening of the 23rd a tre- 
mendous thunderstorm came on, without any notice, accompa- 
nied by turreiits of rain. It only lasted an Ik ur, but in that 
tiuiL' did much daiiiage. Several huts were eaiiiud away, and 
the men in them only e^scaped by a miracle. One of our 
largest cavalry stables, near the vDlage of Kadakoi, was com- 
pletely mined, and some of tiie hones in it were drowned. 
Five English soldiers are known to have been drowned, and 
one who is missing is supposed to have shared the siune fate. 
Three of these men, who were conducting waggons of ammu- 
nition to the trenches, were carried away by a torrent in a 
ravine not &r ftom Head-quarters ; the other 2 were drowned 
at Balaklava. Thej were hospital orderlies, and were swept 
away by a torrent near the head of the harbour. I was 
put to some inconvenience, for the water soaked through the 
mud walls of my abode, and from the floor being sunk below 
the surface of the ground outside, in a few minutes I had it 
0 inches deep in water. The storm ceased as suddenly as it 
had begun, and the night was magnificent. Our batteries 
and trenches were a good deal injured at places, and in more 
tli;iLi one instance, a portion of the parapets had to bo cut 
through to allow the aeciimulatiun of water to escape. Tho 
railway also suffered coiisidcrably, and in places was much 
damaged. Since tho storm, strung fatigue parties have been 
perpetually employed in restoring our various works to their 
proper state. 

The storm had a bod effect on poor General Estcourt, and 
from that time ho began to sink. His death on the following 
morning (Sunday, 24th instant) has thrown a gloom over all, 

♦ This includes the casualties in the Naval Brigade 

f The Ireiuib had ahK> 17 oihcera and 270 men made pitsonei's. 



Digitized by Google 



see f DEATH OF GENERAL ESTCOimT. Obap. XYH. 



He was buried yesterday monung early, in the Hide oemeteiy 
at the end of the vineyard at Head-quarters, and all connected 
with the General Staff attended, to .show their last re^jioct to 
one who was beloved by all who^ knew him. Ho had been 
nursed through his painful illness, and his last hours soothed, 
by the tender care of his wife and .sister, who some little time 
ago came up from Constantinople to pay him a visit. The 
night before his deatli, T.oi d I^aglan, although himself far from 
well, from an attack of dysenteiy, went to take leave of the 
poor t^eneral, who was an old an«l dear friend of his. His 
death has been a great shock to liim. He liad intended to 
have been present at lii.s fmicT-al, and got up for that purpose, 
but he found the trial ion much for liini, and for the first time 
his wonted comjtosine left him, and he was quite overconio 
with grief. In the afternoon, after the burial, Lord Raglan 
^^ eiit and visited the gi'ave. It is not for me to speak of the 
many high qualities of General Estcourt; suffice it to say, 
that he secured tlie lespcct of all by the conscientious dis- 
charge of his duties, and was equally remarkable for his 
ooolness and coui*age in action as for his assiduity in the busi- 
ness of his department. Those who had the advanti^ of 
knowing him in priyate life will ever cherish his memoi^^ with 
affection, and remember with respect one of the kindest and 
most amiable of men. 

I understand that Lord Baglan has recommended Colonel 
Fakenham to the Minister of War, to be the new Adjutant* 
G^eral to this army. Colonel Fflkkenham has been acting 
under General Estcourt since the commencement of the war.* 

Death has also claimed another victim ; one who is much 

• It may not be out of place to give here Lord Raglan's despatch on this subject, 
more e«pedally as it was the last official communication written by htm :•>— 

" Befoio Scva.str.pol, June 2Gth, 1855. 

" My Lord, — I am much couceroed to have to announce to you the death of 
Hajor-Genenil Estcourt, .\<ljutant^O«ieral of this army, which took place yesterday 
inoming at nine o'clock, after an illness of little more than three days. Ho died of 
cholera; and I dcpply lament the loss of so pstimnhle a man, and of" an officer so 
aojdous to perform his duty. 1 beg strongly to l^'Oommend that Lieutenant-Colonel 
the Honourable W. L. Pakenhara may be placed at the head of tlie Adjutant- 
General's department. He has done the duty of Deputy Adjutant^enenJ since 
the army was formed ; he is an excellent man of business, and well acquainted «nth 
the ser\'ice in all its branches; and his appointniont would not alone he ajjreenble 
to me, but would be equally bo to General bimpson, who entei tains a very high 
oiiinioa of his qiudiiicatioiis» and reposes every contideuce in hha. I have lefiorted 
the death of General Kstooart to the General Conunanding-in-Chief, and have 
mentioned 1 to his Lordship my reconun6ndation of Lieutenant-Colonel the Honoumble 
W. L. Pakenliam. 

** I have, &c., 

'* The Loid Ftamnre. « Raslah." 
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regretted in the English fleet as among the most rising officers 
in ller Majesty's navy. Captuin T.yons, of the ' -Miranda," 
who, as you may remember, was wounded on the night of the 
X7th instant off Sevastopol, died in the naval hosjpital at The- 
npia on the 23Td. This has been a sad blow to his &ther. Sir 
Ednuind Lyons, the more so as being wholly unexpected, for 
ids wound, although severe, was not thought dangerous. I 
understand that poor Sir Edmund is completely heartbroken at 
Ids 8adloss» 



Head-quarters before Sevastopol, June 30th, 1855. 

The intelligence of the dreadful calamity which has hap- 
pened to the army must have reached you ere now. Lord 
Kaglan's decease is indeed a severe and heavy blow. It is 
quite impossible to describe the sorrow and grief the death of 
our beloved (.'hief has caused to all and each one at tlie English 
Head-quarters. It was so awfully sudden and unexpected ! — • 
even now, we cannot realize it. \\ lien I wrote to you on the 
26th instant, I told you how much Ijord Kaglan bad felt 
General Estcourt's loss, and that, in fact, it had much added 
to his indisposition. Still, no one thought for a moment that 
it was anything to bo alarmed about. It was on the aftei-noun 
of Tuesday last (2r>th), that after writing all the morning his 
numerous despatches and letters, he felt so unwell that lie was 
advised by Dr. Prendergast, his medical attendant, to lie down, 
which he accordingly did. lie did not feel equal to appearing 
at his dinner>table in the evening, but the doctor's report was 
&voiirab1e. It- was deemed advisable that some one should 
sit up with him ; accordingly, two of his personal Staff relieved 
one another in their watch over him. On Wednesday morning 
(27tb), Lord Baglon not being any better, it was thought ne- 
cessaiy to telegraph to England that he was ill. Mother 
message was again sent on the evening of that day, giving a 
better account. On Wednesday night, 2 other members of his 
personal Staff sat up with him, during the greater part of 
which he slept tranquilly. On the morning of Thursday 
(28th), a consultation was held upon his case by his personal 
jnedic^ attendant and 2 of the prmcipal surgeons of the army, 
and they decided that a telegraphic message should be sent to 
. England, to the effect, that Tjord Itaglan was much better, .lust 
as the Military Secrefrtry was goiug to send it off, Dr. Pren- 
derga.st, who apparejitl y di l not take so sanguine a view of the 
case, strongly urged that it should be altered to, " Lord Raglan 
has ])aysed a tranquil night, and is nu worse this morning," or 
words to that effect, I should tell y.ou that Dr. Prendergast 
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was constantly with liis Lordship, and was unremitting in his 
attentions to him, sleeping, the 2 nights of his illness, in his 
clothes, in a toom next to Lord Eaglan's. It was not until 
about half-past 3 p.m. that Lord Eaglan's servant went to fetch 
Dr. Prendergast, who had left him a few moments hefoie» 
saying that he thought his Lordship worse. The Doctor 
found him very low, and complaining of pains, hut did not 
anticipate any immediate danger till half-past 4 o'clock, when 
a sudden chcmge came over him, and he saw he was sinking. 
He then sent to Colonel Steele, and said that he thought a 
telegraphic message to that effect should be sent home. Soon 
after 5 o'clock, it was generally kno\vn at Head- quarters that 
Lord Eaglan was dying, about which time he became insen- 
sible, and so continued to the last. All was over at 25 minutes 
before 9 p.m. The whole of his personal Staff were with him 
when he died ; also his nephew, ( 'olonel Somerset (Kifle Bri- 
gade), Generals Simpson and Airey, and Colonel Lord George 
Paget. The principal Chaplain to the Forces went into his 
bedroom shortly before his death, and read the Sersnce, and 
after, when all was ovei", a prayer was offered np by him, in 
which all most earnestly j(jined. Nothing could have been 
quieter or more peaceful than his death-bed — so calm, and 
without an effort. It was scarcely possible to tell the moment 
when liis spirit fled to rest. I need not tell you the grief of 
all present ; it can better be imagined than described. 

By 9 o'clock, it was known to the Generals of the English 
anny that Lord Kaglau was no more, and thoy all immedi^ 
ately came up to Bead-quarters to express their sorrow, and 
gaze once more on the features of him whom they all loved 
and revered. His death has created a profound sensation in 
the anny ; now that he is gone, every one finds out what a 
loss they have sustained. Our Allies, especially the French, 
have shown great sympathy with us on this sad occasion. 
The Commanderfr-in-Ghief of each army, and the Admirals of 
the Allied Fleets, came up to Head-quarters on the morning 
of the 29th instant, to take a feirewell lo 1% at their late col- 
league. All seemed deeply impressed by the event. It yns 
a touching sight to see these old warriors who had so often 
looked death in the face unmoved, shedding tears of regret 
over the body of our beloved Commander. (J en era! Pelissier 
stood by the bedside fnr n])\"^ards of an hour, crying like a 
child.* General Oanrobert also testi^ed the most profound 

* As another instance of the affection and respect enterUined by the French 

Commander-in-Chief for the late Lord Raglan, it may be stattnl, that General Pe- 
lissier placcil on the coffin enclosing the remains a tpfith of immorfcHe!^, reqiiest- 
iog it might never be remoyed. It is needietis to add that thk denim was t'ul- 
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grief on seeing the remains df liim fur whom he entcrtairifc, a 
sincere affection. It has aincu been decided, in compliance 
with the wish of tlic late Field-^^larshal's relatives, that his 
body shall be taken homo to England for interment. It is to 
be removed on Tuesday (July 3rd) to Kazatch Bay, and from 
&ere ooiiYeyed in the **Caradoo" steamer (Commander 
Berriman) to England, and will be accompanied home by the 
five Aideshde-Camp aiid the Doctor. You will be intereeted 
to know the laat General Order given to the army, by Lord 
Baglan, on the morning of the day of his death, in reference 
to the aaaanlt of the 18th of Jime 

General Order. 

28th June, 1855. 

The Field-Marshal has the satisfaction of publishing to tlio army the 
following extract of a telegraphic despatch, from Loid Panmure, dated 
22iid June • 

**I have Her Majesty's commands to express her grief that so much 
bmvery should not have been rewarded with merited success ; and to 
aBBure her brave troops that her Majesty's confidence in them is entire.** 

I also inclose yon the announcement to the army of Lord 
Baglan's death by General Simpson.* Sir Geoi^ Brown 
leaves for England this day, his health having completely 
given way before the accumulation of trials which he has 
lately had to go through, augmented by the grief he feels at 
the loss of Lord Baglan. 



Head-quarters befnrp Sovast ii ol, July 3rd, 1855. ' 
Tlio same .sad subject engrosses the attention of all as 
in my last letter. To-day, the late Field-Marshars remains 
were removed from llead-qnarters to Kazatch liay, and thou 
transferred on board 11. M.S. " Caradoc " for conveyance 
to England. A procession was formed at Head-quart ers at 
4 P.M., and moved down to the harbour between a double rank 
of In&ntry, on each aide of the road. From the English to 
to the French Head-quarters the line was formed by British 

• Morning General Orden, 

29th June, 1855. 

** No. I. It becomes my most painful duty to announce to the arm? the death of 
its beloved commander, Field-Manbal Lord Raglan, G.C.B., which mdandioly 
event took place last night about nine o'clock. 

*' No. 11. hi the jibsoiice of Lieutonant-npncrnl Sir Ccorj^e Brown, the command 
of the forces devolvesi on being the next senior othcer pres>eut, uatil further 
orders fiom England. 

** No. m. Gfloerals of Divisicii and HoMlsof Depttrlmentt will be ptctaad to coo- 
dact the respective duties w heretofore. 

<* ^Signed) James SrarsoN. 

^ LieuteQA&t^e&eFBl*" 
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troops, consisting of 50 men and 3 officei*s from evety regi- 
ment out here — a distance of about a mile ; from the French 
Head-qnarters to Kazatch Bay by the French troops, consist^ 
ing of a portion of the let Corps d'Aimee and the Garde 
Imp^rlale— a distance of nearly 6 miles. A guard of hononr 
of the Grenadier Guards was formed up in the court-yard, 
opposite the princ ipal door of the house, and presented arms 
as the coffin was brought out. A salute of 19 guns was fired 
by two field-batteries of the Boval Artillery, stationed on ' 
the hill op|)()Hite Head -quarters, when the corfege moved oC 
The united bands of 3 regiments of the Line at the same 
time played the **Dead March in Saul." The escort was 
composed (jf four squadrons of British cavalry, two of which 
formed the advance and two the rear of the procession ; two 
squadrons of Sardinian cavalry, eight squadrons of French 
cavalry, two troops of French horsc-artillcry, and a field- 
battery of the English artillery. The coftin was placed on a 

Slatform fixed upon a 9-pounder gun, drawn ])y 8 horses of 
rtptain Thomas's troop of horse artillery ; at the wheels of 
the gun-carriage and limber were the 4 Coiiinianders-in-(^hief 
of the allied armies, viz. General Simps. General La Mar- 
mora, Geneml Pelissier, and Omer i'asha. After them was 
led the favourite charger of tlie late Field-Marshal, followed 
by his relatives and personal Staff. Every general officer of 
the allied armies who was not absent on account of dutv or 
health, joined in the procession. An immense number of 
officers of the British army also accompanied the mournful 
cortege. On the way down, the French had placed at in- 
teryflJs batteries of artillery, which fired salutes as the pro- 
cession passed by. They also had several of their regimental 
bands, which played some sacred music. Arriving at Kazatch 
Bay, ihe coffin was received at the English whaif by Admirals 
Bruat and Stewart (Sir Edmond Lyons did not feel equal to 
attending the sad ceremony), and numbers of naval officers, 
both English and French. It was then placed in the launch 
of the " Koyal Albert/' which was towed by one of her large 
boats, and moved slowly off to II.M.S. ** Caradoc '* ^which 
had been painted entirely black), while t^vo batteries on 
shore boomed their last adieu of 19 guns.* The ** Caradoc ** 
immediately got under steam, and half-an-hour later started 
from Kazatch Bay, with the touching signal J^arew^ flying 
at her mast-head. 

♦ A curious circumsuuice was remarked, whether by accident or desigu I cannot 
Bay. During the wliole time the prooesston lasted, not a shot was fired from tmf 
of the RuflsiaQ batteries, and conseqtiently none from us. Might it not have been 
an net of cnurtf^^y on the part of Prince iiostschakolf to the lemaiQa of his fnmd 

FitzKoy bomerset? 
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I have thus endeavoured to give you Bome idea of the last 
honours paid by the allied armies in the Crimea, to the 
mortal remains of *'one of England's noblest sons,** and 
although Lord Baglan is no more, his spirit still remains 
to animate and cheer ns through many dangers and trials yet 
to be overcome. His memory will always be regarded in the 
army with veneration and respect^ and will be held up in 
fnture ages, as a bright example of one who always regarded 
the honour of his country and his duty to the Qneen before 
amy consideration of self, and who devoted all the energies of 
hie powerful mind, during a public life of more than half a 
century, to the fulfilment of those duties which he waa called 
upon to dischaige. 

P.S. — I inclose you the General Orders of the 2nd July ; 
tiiey contain translations of the French and Sardinian Orders 
on the death of Lord Eaglan. That issued by General P61is> 
sier has excited pai-ticular admiration. It is couched in the 
most happy terms, and is calculated to please everybody ; 
**for it 18 not unworthy of the subject, and more cannot be said 
in its praise." 



Sod July, 1855. 

The Lientenant-General commanding the Forces h<astens to publish 
to the army the following tclegi-aphic despatch, received last night from 
the Minister for War, dated 30th June : — 

** I conveyed your sad intelligence to the Queen. Her Majesty re- 
ceived it with profound grief. Inform the army that Her Majesty has 
learnt, with the deepest sonow, this great misfortane which has he- 
fyXimk the army in the loss of its late distingoished Commander-in- 
Chief. 

**The country has hoxm dopriveJ of a T)ravc and accomplislicd soldier, 
a true and devoted patriot^ aud an honourable and difiintere&t<jd sub- 
ject." 

Gmeral Jfter-Ord&r, 

2nd July, 1855. 

The Licutenant-General commanding the Forces has the satisfaction 
of pnbUdiing to the troops the following translation of a General Order 
issued by General Prissier, Commander-in-Chief of tlic Fitncli army, 
on the occasion of the death of the late Field-^Marshal Lord BaglaOy 

(Tbansi>ation.) 

** Army of the East. — JS^o. 15, General Order. 
** Death has suddenly taken away wliile in full exercise of his com- 
mand the Field-Marslial Lord llaglan, and him plun^d the British in 
mourning. 

" We all shsxo the regret of onrhravQ AUiss. Those who knew Loid 
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Baglan, who 'know lihe liistory of hU life— bo noble, so pare, so replete 
vfim service rendered to his country — those who witnessed his fearless 
demeanour at Alma and Inkermann, who recall the calm and stoic 

jjn^'Uness of his character throui^hout this riule and memorable campaiini, 
every c^encrous heart indeed, will dejtlore the loss of snch a man. The 
Rentinients here expressed by the Gent ial-iii-Chief are those of the 
whole anny. He has himself been cruelly struck by this unlooked-for 
blow. 

The public grief only increaslBS his sorrow at being for ever sepa- 
rated from a companion-in-arms whose <!^enial spirit he loved, whose 
virtue!^ he admired, and from whom he has always •received the most 
loyal and hearty co-operatiun. 

** (Signed) A. Peltssier, 

" Commander-in-Chief. ; 
" Head-quarters before Sevastopol, 29th June, 1855." 

«* By Older, 
** (Signed) E. db Mabtiuphbt, 

Lteut^-Gen., Chief of the Staff.** 

It is also gratifying to the Lieutenant-General to pid^lish the following 
translation of a General Order issued by General La Marmora, Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Sardinian anny in the CUmea : — 

(Tranblatioit.) 
Heod^narten, Saidunan Army, Eadikoi, June 29, 1855. 

•* Order of the Day, 

''Soldiers. — ^Yesterday, after a short illness, died Field-Marshal Lord 
Baglan, the illustrious CommaDder-in^Chief of the English army here. 
His lon^ career, the important services he has rendered his country, bis 

heroical conraie, and the exemplaTv constancy with wliich, toirether 
with his army, he endnred the hard trials and |)rivatioTTR of n winter 
campaign, have made liis loss a great calamity. He estceined higldy 
this our Iving's ai-my, and did much to minister to its wants ; let us 
unite therefore with our biave Allies in deploring his death, and vene- 
lating his memory. 

(Signed) La Mabmoba, 

« Commsnding-in-Chlef.** 

Tt will afford satisfaction to the army to be informed of the s^Tnpathy 
of our Allies in the heavy loss we have sustained by the death of our 
great Commander. 

By Older, 
(Signed) W. L. Fakbk^am, 

lieut-CoL, Assist. Adj.-Gen. 



[NToTE. — Circumstances over which the anthor had no control, com- 
pelled his return t^England shortly after Lord Baglan's death, ami ill- 
health prevented his retnm to the Crimea in time to witness any of the 
closmg scenes of the war. But for l^e interest of the reader, the prin- 
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cipal features of the remainder of the campaif^n in the Crimea are hricfly 
sketched in the form of a narrative, details Ix'ing omitted as much as 
j ossiblc. Much of the following is taken from letters to tlie author 
irum friends in the Crimea, who, from the position they oceti]»ie(! on 
the Staft and elsewhere, may be deixjuded u^ uu a^i aliording accurate in- 
fonnation.] 



CHAPTER XVIIL 

Cksienl Simpson is appointed Commsnder^i-Chief of tlie Britiith Anny in the 
East — Clioleia — Deaths of (Colonel Vioo and Mr. Calvert — CImnges in the 
Divisional CoaUDSIids — General Caurobert is recalled to Fi ance — Progress of 
the si^ — Battle of the Tchemaya, August lOth — Position of the Allies 

— Russian plan — Fatal error of General Mend — His death — Kus&ians twice 
attack the Fretu h in great force — They are linally driven back — Gallant 
conduct of the iSanliiiiaJis — Death of General Monteveechio — Orderly retreat 
of the Ku.s>iai)s — Losses in the battle — Eaglitih luediuU dejMUtuient — Ku}»sijui 
reinfefcements — English open fire on tlie 17th French do not support them 

— Bridge of boats across tiie harbour — ExjdoMion in the MaineloD — > Council 
of War on September 8rd — Arrangements for the final assault — The English 
and Frmdi batteries open oil Sqitember 5th<— Burning of two Russian fHgates — 
French assault and take the Ualakoff, September 8th — They penetrate the Cur- 
tain and Little Redan, but are speedily driven out — Unsuccessful attack of the 
Entrlish on the Redan — Galhuit cotuluct of Colonel Windham — French attack 
the lotion Centrale, but are ii;ihh Jiately repnlswl with g;ieat loss—- liu^sians 
try to retake the Mah-ikutl, but iaii — The Keihui, (iarden, and Bastion du ^l&t 
Batteries blow up — ■ Evacuation of tSevastopol by the Russians — Destruction of 
the Bkck Sea fieet — Russiaa wounded — Total kMsas ^ Eng^lsb and Frendi 
Commission — Naval Brigade dislamded — English and French cavalry at Eupa* 
toria — Expedition to Kinbum — Its capture and ooenpalion — Besignation of 
General Sir James Simpson — General Sir William Codrington succeeds lilm in 
the chi f ommand — Great explosion Rossinn works destroyed — Reflections 
.— Dreadful state of the French amy — Losses during the War — Negotiations 

— Peaoe signed at Paris, March 30th, 1856, 

On the evening of the Ist of July a telegraphic message 
airived from Lord Fanmure, at the English Head-quarters, 
announcing to General Simpson that he was to continue in 
command of the army ; but it was not until the 2l6t that he 
received the official notification of the &ct. Upon this. General 
Simpson issued an Order to the army, which, from its simple 
language and modest expression, deserves to be recorded : — 

" Genmd After-Order. 

" 21st July, 1855. 

** Licutenant-General Simpson announces to the army that he has had 
the honour to receive from Her Majtsty the Queen the ai)pointuient of 
Commander-in-Cbief of tbe army in the Crimea. The Lieutetiant- 
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General, thoagh deeply impressed with the responsibtlities of the position 
in which he is ]>laced, is most proad of tlic high and distinguished 

hononr, and of the coufidence thus repos^ il in liim by his Sovereijjn. 

*'lt will Ixj the T-ieutcnant-Generars duty to endeavour to follow in 
thestej s of his irreat j iredcccssor, and he feels co' fitk'nt of the support of 
the Generals and of the officers and soldiers in niaiuLaiiiin^ uinm|jaired 
the honoar and discipline of this noble amy. 

(Signed) Jaxbs SIHP8ON, 

** Lientenant-General Commanding." 

Another General Order, published about that time by the 
new English Commander in-Chief, is well worthy of notioe, 
as expressing Her Majesty's sentiments on receiving the in- 
telligence of the death of the late Lord liaglau. It was aa 
follows :^ 

General After- Order* 

'M8th July, 1855. 

** Iler Majesty tlie Queen has been pleased to eomiiiand ina to express 
to the army Her Majesty's deep and heartfelt grief at the. loss of our gal- 
lant and excellent conunander Lrad Raglan, which has cast a gloom over 
the whole service. 

** Her I^Iajesty further desires to assure her army of her earnest hope 
and confident tiTist that all will continue to do their duty, as they have 
hitherto so nolily <l()ne ; and that Her Majesty will ever Ix* as proud of 
her army as she has been, though their brave chief, who has so often led 
them to victory and glory, has been taken Irom them. 

(Signed) Jameb SnfFflON, 

Lieutenant-Qeneral Commanding.** 

During the month of July the cholera still continued in the 
allied camps, though, apparently, the epidemic was of a lighter 
character than before, as the ratio cf deaths to the admissions 
into hospital for treatment was not above half what it had 
been in the same month of 1854. The English Head-quarters 
eeemcd to have a sort of fatality connected with it, for on the 
10th and 11th of July two more victims were added to those 
who had lately fallen before this fearful scourge. They were 
Lieut.-<\)kmel ^'ico, French Commissioner attached to the 
English Head-quarters, and Mr. Calvert, head of the Intelli- 
gence I )upartmunt, or Secret berviee of the army. Both were 
niueh liked by all the oilicers who associated Avith them — L >th 
were a great loss to the army. Colonel Vico had been inde- 
faiig.ible in his duties in keeping up the perpetual comuiuni- 
cations held between the English and French Head-quarters 
ever since the 19th of September, 1854, when the first French 
Commissioner attached to Lord Kaglan's Staff was taken pri- 
soner near the Bulganak EiVtr. Lord Kaglan had the highest 
opinion of him, and had more than onoe hxonght him befim 
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the notice of the English Minister of War, for the valuable 
assistance he had ^ven him on every occasion. Mr. Calvert 
also had rendered many important services. He had formed a 
corps of guides, consisting mostly of Tartar cliiefs, and had 
established communications with tbe ])nncipal towns in the 
Crimea. Much valuable information was ol)tained throngli 
Lis judicious arrangements, and latterly no body of troops of the 
enemy'B army coidd move, or even shift their camps, without 
intelligence of tbe &et being immediately tzansmitted to the 
English Head-qnarterd. His loss was one not easily replaced. 

About this time two important changes took place in the 
English forces in the East, yiz. Sir Stephen Lushington, who 
had been lately promoted to the rank of Admiral and K.O.B., 
being relieved from his command of the naval brigade engaged 
in the siege operations; and. the Commissaiy-G oneral of the 
army, Mr. Filder, being obliged to relinquish his important 
post in consequence of his ill-health, which rendered it desirable 
that he should return to England. The former was succeeded 
by Captain Hon. Henry Keppel, B.N., and the latter by Com^ 
missary-General Sir George Slaclean. 

Towards the close of the month General Canrobert was re- 
called to France by the Em])eror Xapoleo^i, chiefly, it was 
f;u]»posed, on account of his great populantA with the Freiieh 
troopH, while General Pelissier was more disliked than ever, 
since the failure on the 1 8th of June ; and it was thought bene- 
ficial to the Hervice that tlie former slionhl leave the Crimea, 
so that no comparisons should be made between him and his 
Commander-in-Ohief. 

Early in August Lieut. -General Sir Richard England was 
obliged to resign the coniDi.ind of the 3rd Division, which he 
had held since the first formation of the aim}' of the East. His 
health had for some time before been giving way, and, although 
most anxious to remain until the tenninaticHi of the siege, his 
medical attendants considered it dangerous for him to continue 
longer in the Oiimea. He, therefore, most reluctantly gave 
way to thei^ advice, and started for England shortly after. He 
was succeeded by Lieut.-GenerBl Sir William Eyre, who had 
lately, with the other Generals of the army, been promoted and 
decorated. About this time Lieut^-General Markham arrived 
in the Crimea from India, from whence he had been ordered by 
the English Gk>vemment. He was placed in command of the 
2n(l Division^ as successor to Lieut-General Sir John Penne- 
fa^er. 

Dunng the month of July nothing of importance occurred 
connected with the siege. Slow progi'e.ss was made by 1ho 
English towards the Eedan; their advanced batteries were 

2 B 
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more heavily aimed, the parapets strengthened and improTed, 
and the trenches in every way i endei^ed more capable of con- 
taining bodies of troops, under cover from the enemy's fire^ 
The French also contiiiiied to approach the salient pfomts of 
theenemy's line of defence. A parallel, with advanced trencbes 
and nnmerous approaches from their old works, was made in 
front of the Mamelon against the Malakoff, and against the 
Little Bedan. Their trenches on the extreme ri^t were much 
extended, from what had been the Onvrages Blancs, towards 
the battery next the harbour of Sevastopol, which commanded 
Careening Bay. On the left the French continued to advance 
their siege-works ; the salient angle of the Bastion da M4t was 
almost touched by the head of their sap. Another was made 
towards the Bastipn Centrale, and by the beginning of August 
was within a few yards of the ditch in front of it. Th oy greatly 
improved their trenches on the extreme left opposite tlie works 
of the Quarantine, and erected new batteries to subdue their 
fire. 

During the whole of this time the losses of the Allies were 
ver\' great, iinifcd probably greater than those incurred by the 
garrison of Sevastopol ; for although but few heavj'- guns were 
tired on either side, the dischai ge of small arms was incessant 
The French admitted at this period a daily loss of upwards of 
100 men in the Mamelon alone, and their casualties amounted 
to no less than from 1200 to 1500 weekly, while, during the 
same interval of time, the English suffered in their t>mall attacks 
a loss of upwards of 250 men. Certainly, some of these were 
caused by the numerous sorties made almost nightly by the 
garrison ; but they rarely cameront in laige force, as, from the 
trenches of the Allies being by this time so close to the works 
of the town, no body of troops could leave them without being 
instantly (Covered by the men on duty in the advanced paral- 
lels of the Allies. From their small numbers, they rarely 
effected any serious damage, and always lost a number of men 
when compelled to retire before the fire of the guards of the 
trenches. • 

This state of things continued until the middle of August, 
when the Kussians, who for a long time had been preparing 
for the purpose, made a desperate attack on the rear of the 
allied position, which the}' confidently hoped would be suc- 
cessful, and thus compel tlif^ French and English commamlers 
to raise the siege. The plan of attack an-anged by Vrince 
Gortsehak off showed the same cleveniess as tli:it of the battle 
of Inkermann by Prince Menschikoff; but, like it, failed in 
execution. 

Before entering into the Eussian plans, it may be as well to 
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state tlie position occupied by tlic Allies. Three divisions of 
French inliinti'y, thu.se uf Geneials llerbillon, Camoii, and 
I'aucheux,* together with batteiies <jf artillery, occupied 
the Fediukine heights : these are soine high ground situated 
on the left bank of the Tcheniaya river, extending from the 
base of the plateau before iSeviistopol to Tractir iiridge, antl, in 
point of £a£t, separating the valley of Balaklava and the Tcher- 
xiaya river. Fuiiher on, still on the left bank of the river, is 
some high grotmd, extending from near Tractir to opposite the 
Ullage of Tohoxgoun, known as Mount Hasfort. Here it waa 
that the greater portion of tiie Sardinian army was posted, c<»i- 
(usting S about 12,000 men and 4 batteries of artillery. 
Beyond them ag^in were a portion of the Turkish troops, 
besides a large body of them being in reserve in rear of the 
Sardinian position. In the valley of Baidar was also stationed 
a mixed force of French and Englisli cavalry and l\irki8h 
iniantry, under General d'Allonville. The French had in 
xeserre 4 raiments of Chasseurs d^Afiique and 5 troops of 
bone artillery, under the command of General Morris, sta- 
tioned in rear of the Fediukine heights. The larger portion of 
the English cavalry, under the command of Lieut. -General 
Hon. Sir James Scarlett, still occupied the Talle3'S of Kadakoi 
and Kai'ani. These were brought up in reserve during the 
course of tlie battle, but took no active part in the engagement. 
The 1 reuch force ett^aged consisted only of the 3 divisions 
of infantry placed on the Fediukine heights, amounung to 
about 18,000 men and 42 ^uns. Tho Sardinian force engaged 
consifited only of one divibiunof infantry, about 6000 men, and 
18 guns. 

The Russian force wiis divid^I into 2 portions, the right 
"wing under comiiicind ui" Aide-de-Canip General iicad, con- 
sisting of the 7th and 12th Divisions of infantry ; and the left 
"snder LieuL-Geneml Liprandi, consisting of the Sth and 17th 
DivisionB, Two other diTisions of in&ntiy were held in re- 
serve, as was a laige mass of cavalry ; but these, from Hie 
nature of the ground, did. not take any part in the batUe. 
Their aortilleiry consisted of 160 guns, tihe greater portion of 
which were Drought into action. The Kussians luid in all 
60,000 men, but of these not above 35,000 were engaged with 
the Allies* 

* General Camou's division had been sent down to the Tchemaya a day or two 
after the takiui; of the Mamelon Vert, in whicli it hail suffered so j^j^vcrply, and 
tliat of <.u'uciul Faucheux (wlio had succeede I on the deatli of General J^layiau to 
the omninand of the diviaion) had also been sent down shortlj after the altadc on 
tlie 18th of June, on which occasion it was ahnost cut to pieces. Consequently 
tiMie two diTiaooa weie of amall amwrical »ireDgtb, 
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It would appear that the object of the enemy was in the first 
instance to drive in tliu Sardinian outposts on the heights 
above Tchorgoun, on the right bank of the river, and then, 
establisliing there a portion of their powerfbl artDlery, to open 
on the Hasfort heights opposite ; under coyer of these gems, 
Greneral Liprandi's corps was then to advance down the TsUey 
of SchonHou, and, passing through Tchorgonn, attack the 
Sardinian position. General Heaas corps was at the same 
time to adTance from the foot of the Mackenzie Farm heights 
towards the Fedinkine heights, but they were not to attack 
until the Sardinian position was carried. Had this plan been 
carried out, and the Sardinian troops diiyen from the Hasfort 
heights, tho enemy would then have gained a position which 
completely commanded the French camp on the Fediukine 
heights, and would have compelled them to withdraw from 
that ground. What further movements the Eussians would 
have made, it is impossible to say; but had their object been 
so far attained, they would at any rate have vnt off the allied 
troops in the valley of Baidar from the main body of the 
armies on the plateau before Sevastopol. It has also been 
stated that, in the event of the Russian attack being successful, 
a sortie on an enormous scale would have been made from 
Sevastopol on the allied trenches. It is said that 40,000 men 
of the garrison were told off" for this purpose. 

It was on the evening of the 15th ui' August that Generjd 
Ilerbillon (who, as senior officer, had command of the French 
troops by the Tchemaya) received a despatch from G-eneral 
d'AUonTille in the vaUey of Baidar, informing him that the 
Bussian troops in that neighbourhood had been marching the 
whole day in the direction of the Mackenzie Fann heights. 
General HerbiUon does not appear to have been alarmed by 
this information, though he communicated it to General 
Marmora, who thought it of so mucb importance that he kept 
the greater poi-tion of his force tmder arms throughout the 
night. It should be stated that^ for some time before, an 
attack by the enemy had been expected on a portion of the 
rear of the allied position. So much was this the case, that 
(in consequence of a report made by spies in the French 
service on the 1 2th instant, that an attack was to be made on 
the following day) all the troops along the Tchemaya were got 
under arms before daylin;ht on the VMh; but finding that no 
movement was made by the Kussians, the allied Generals con- 
sidered that they had been falsely informed, and consequently 
perhaps rehixed some of their previous vigilance. 

During tho wliole of the night of the 15th the Kussian 
masses moved down from the Mackenzie Farm heights to the 
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(Stations appointed to them, and at the first break of day on the 
nioiTiin^ uf the Kith of Anj^ist the Sardinian outposts were 
diivcii m fiuiii off the heights on tlie riglit side uf the Tchernaya, 
and liad to retire over the river to their suppoi*t.s. Tliis move- 
toent was favoured by a thick mist which hung over the low 
grouxid in the neighbourhood of the Tchernaya, and diieoUy 
tiie firing conunen^ added not a little to its density. Simul- 
taneooBly with the ahove, the main portion of the corps of 
Genend lipnmdi pushed rapidly downtiie valley of Schouliou, 
and advanced on Ihe village of Tchorgoun, taking by surprise 
the Sardinian picket, some few of whom were made prisoneiTS. 
Immediately on the Sardinian ontposts being driven in, the 
Bussians placed their artillery on the commanding ground they 
liadjnst taken, and opened fire npon the heights of llasfort op- 
posite. In the mean time, the remainder of General Liprandi's 
corps had assembled behind the village of Tchorgoun, and 
only waited for an order from Prince Gortsc hakoff to advance. 
General Read's corps was formed up in order of .battle just out 
of gunshot of the Fcdiiikino heights, and a large number of 
guns were placed in advance of the troops on the most advan- 
taireoTis ground available. These opened at the break of day ; 
and the first intimation the French received of the near neigh- 
bourhood of the enemy was their havin<2: roniid j^hot come 
bounding through their camp. All was hiary and confusion,* 
the troops were, however, instantly turned out and got under 
arms. 

The Russian Commander-in-Chief had stationed liliasclf on 
tlie captured heights with his artillery, and from there made a 
careful reconnaissance of the allied position. From Prince 
GortschakofTs account, it would appear that he had jnst 
decided to order the advance of the troops under General 
Lipiandi, when he was startled by hearing a violent platoon 
firing firom his right wing under General Bead. In fact, he 
had attacked the Fediukine heights with his 2 divisions. 
Prince Gortschakoff then states, It is impossible for me to 
explain the motive which determined that General (Read) to 
make the attack contrary to the adopted plan, without having 
received my orders to do so ; foi-, very soon afterwards, he 
himself and the chief of his staff (Major-General de Weimam) 
wore killed*" Thus, at the onset of the battle, the Bussians 
appear to have made a fatal mistake. 

General TTerbillon had scarce got the French troops under 
arms, before the head of the 12th Tfnssian Division rushed 
forward and captured the tcte-dn-pont, wliich hnd been thrown 
up some time before by the French to cover the bridge nn thn 
light bank of the river. The picket of infantry which occupied 
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it could make but feeble resistance to tbe numbers that came 
against it. They fought as long as they were able, Imt were 
finally made prisoners by the enemy. Having captured the 
tete-du-pont, tiie troops men crossed the Tchemaya in heiivy 
masses, some moving over the stone bridge, but by far the 
larger portion marching through the bed of the river, wbidi 
at this part was nowhere more than knee-deep. 

The French by this time had brought up some of their guns 
and opened a heavy fire upon the enem}', but were replied 
to ynth equal vigour by the Bussian artillery covering the 
passage of their troops. They cont inued their advance in good 
order ; but, before they could aotually attack the Fediukine 
heights, they had to surmount an obstacle far more difficult 
than the river ; this was the aqueduct, which carried water 
into Sevastopol for the use of the docks, at a level of only a 
few feot above tlie bed of the Tchemaya. This aqueduct, 
althou*2,"h of but small diinensioiis (being not more than 4 feet 
deep and 8 feet broad), from the fact of its banks being per- 
fectly perpendicular, completely broke the formation of tbe 
Russian troops and cfuised considerable delay to the rear ranks, 
while those in front ^vci o scrambling up the bank on tbe 
further side, and this under a most galling lire from, the 
French artillery, 'i hei e was a bridge over this aqueduct, but, 
comparatively speaking, but few could cross over so narrow a 
space, especially as it was defended with great obstinacy by a 
l^Vench regiment, which had hastily been brought forward for 
that purpose. It* however, was £>roed to give way in a short 
time, as the enemy's numbers increased, and whole seotioiis of 
men got over the aqueduct, and would consequently have taken 
the defenders of ihe bridge in flank and reverse. These 
obstacles being overcome, l^e Bussians, wilii the greatest 
bravery, rushed on and endeavoured to take the western 
portion of the heigh t.s at the point of the bayonet. Bnt the 
French infantry by this time were formed up along the crsst 
of the hill, and poured so heavy a fire upon the advancing 
Eussians, that it abruptl}'^ stopped their onward career. They 
then commenced a heavy mnsketiT fire in answer to that of 
the French. This fusillade, which caused great loss on both 
sides, continued for upwards of half an hour^ the Kussinns 
accumulating their men immediately in their rear, ready to 
take auy oppui t unity for a more determined attack to gain the 
high ground in their front. 

Immediatei,) on the capture of tbe tete-du-pont, the 7th 
Kussian Division was ordeied to ad^ anee on their right, and, 
moving rapidly fonvard, crossed the 1 chemaya and aqueduct 
somewhat lower do^vn, and, bkortiy after, the 12th Division. 
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They were met hy a besvy fire from Oeneral Camou'e division, 
which ynm drawn up to obstruct their further i)rogresB. Not- 
withstanding this, with great gallantly and deteimination the 
enemy pushed forward, though but slowly, and advanced 
half-way up the centre of the Fediukine heights ; hut beyond 
that they were not able to penetrate, for the French troops at 
this moment were ordered to charge, and, headed by the 
gallant Zouaves, ru.shed down the hill with the utmost 
courage and impetuosity, literally overthrowing the advanced 
ranks of the Kussian infantry. Some desperate fighting now 
ensued, but the enemy received so severe a check that they 
recoiled, and the French, ntill pressing on them, drove them 
back to the aqueduct. The .scene of confusion was now past 
all descriplK^u ; the little canal was regularly choked with 
dead, wounded, and retreating men. Finally, the majority 
re-qpossed the aqueduct, and, as the French hi^ldicrs were pru- 
dently not allowed to follow their exaiii]tlc, the enemy sume- 
wiiat re-fonnod and opened a heavy mubketiy fire on their 
opponents from the other side. 

Imrnediatel y after the succeK.sfiil charge of General Camou's 
division, the troops under General Faucheux were ordered to 
advance and do likewise, supported by a portion of General 
HerbiUon's division. The troops moved on with great bravery* 
and drove the Buaaians back over the aqueduct. Botb sides 
then contented themselves with pouring a heavy fire of mus* 
ketry at one another. This continued for a considerable in- 
terval of tune* when the Russians* received a great remforce- 
ment by the arrival of a x>ortion of General Liprandi's corps, 
oonaisting of the 5th Division. For, upon Prinoe Gk>rt8chakoff 
seeing, at the commencement of the action, the great error Gene- 
rcd Read had made by beginning his attack against the Fediu- 
kine heights before he had received orders to do so, he at once 
perceived the importance, indeed necessity, of supporting him, 
and abandoning for the present the attack against Mount Has* 
fort. He consequently gave orders that the 6th Division, 
belonging to General Liprandi*s corps, should move round and 
support the cnhimns of Genei-al Bead. ^Fhc clistrince was con- 
siderable, 80 that it was not until after the lirnt repulse that 
they arrived at the scene of action. Prince Goii-j-^chakofT then 
ordered one brigade of the remaining division (17th) of General 
Liprandi's Corps to be prepared to attack the Allies about 
midway between the village of Tchorgoun and Tractir Bridge ; 
in fact, to advance up the opening into the valley of Balaklava, 
situated between Mount Hasfort and the mont eastern Manielon 
of tl^e Fediukine heights. A fresh general attack was then 
organised ; the portion of the 17tli Division crossed the Tcher- 
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naya and aqueduct with great resolution at the placo iudicatod, 
and attempted to penetrate into the valley of Balaklava ; seeing 
this endeavour on the pail of the enemy, General La Marmora 
sent one of his divisions to stop their progress, and General 
Herbillon despatched reinforcements to the portion of General 
Faucheux's division that protected the high ground next to 
Mount IJasfoit, down the side of which the Sardinian troops 
were already advancing on the enemy. A desperate conflict 
here ensued, in whieli the Sardinians, on this the first oppor- 
tunity they h;td had during the war, displayed tlio o-reatest 
Courage, and fought in a manner which fuUy estahlihhcd their 
reputation in the allied annies as being admirable tri^ops. 
They finally drove the liussians headlong back over the aque- 
duct, and, following them up at the point of the bayonet, com- 
pelled them to recToss the Tchemaya in the greatest confusion 
and disorder, making some prisoners. They inflicted ver}' 
serious loss on the enemy, tliuugh that they sustiuncd them- 
selves was, comparatively speaking, trifling. They met with 
one sad misfortune; General Montevecchio was mortally 
wounded when leading on his brigade in their first advance 
against ibe Kussians. 

The attack made by the 7th and 12th Bussian Divisionsy 
supported by the 5th, on the Fediukine heights, had also been 
totally unsuccessful; the enemy, although they again re- 
crossed the aqueduct, never got further than the base of the 
heights, as the French poured down upon them with inre* 
sistible fiiry, which completely stopped their further advance. 
The same dreadful scene of bloodshed and death occurred as 
the Eussians recrossed, for the last time, the aqueduct, never 
stopping until they had gained the fuiiher side of the Tcher- 
naya river. Their loss at this time was greatly augmented by 
the tremendous fire of artillery which was brrtiight tu bear 
upon them. Seven French batteries were in lull ])lay, and, 
added to these, there had just before arrived one of the new 
heavy batteiies of the English Royal Artillery, which, placed 
on the high ground occupied by the Sardinian troops, opened 
with most murderous effect upon the flank of the retiring 
Eupsian columns, the shot and shell ploughing through their 
ranks and mowing down their men by w^hole sections. General 
Pdlissier had arrivud in time to witness this last repulse of 
the Russians by the French and Sardinian troops ; he had 
brought up with him very large reinforcements, consisting of 
the cUvisions of Generals LevaiUant and Dulac, and the greater 
part of the Garde Imp^riale. 

The EuBsian in£uitry, after they had retired over the Tdber- 
naya, formed up again in order of batde» with a large force of 
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cavalry on their right, just out of gunshot of the field-artillery 
of the Allies, and remained for a considerable space of time 
inactiye, though their guns, which they stiU placed well to 
their front, kept up a heavy cannonade against the troops on 
the Tchemaya. They were replied to ; but the duel of artil- 
leiy apparently did not effect much on either side during this 
portion of the day. At fiist it was expected that the enemy 
mtended to renew their atta<^k ; but, after waiting for upwards 
of 2 hours, they commenced their rebreat towards the Mac- 
kenzie Farm heights, their rear still covered by their artillery, 
while their flanks were protected hy the heavy masses of 
cavalry. Gteneral La Marmora, on seeing the retreat of the 
Busnans, immediately pushed forward a portion of his troops, 
re-occupied the village of Tchorgoun, and placed his outposts 
and pickets on flic heights above it, whicdi they had been com- 
pelled to abandon in the morninp:. 

Some have questioned the piopricty of General Pelissier not 
pursuing the Eossians in tbeir rcti oat ; but, conj>ideiing the 
enormous weight of artillery that covered the rear of the 
enemy, and which, as it retreated fnrtlior towards Maekenzio 
Farm, always got the advantage of liigher ground, it is not to 
he wondered at that General Pelissier tshould not wish to expose 
his troops to serious loss, only for the sake of possibly captur- 
ing a few of the cneniy s guns. 

About midday the la^t of the Eussian troops regained the 
plateau of Mackenzie Farm heights, and then commenced 
Ihe laborious duty of collecting the wounded. The Bussians, 
with great want of humanity, kept firing on the French &tigue 
parties employed in this duty, from their batteries on the edge 
of the heights, between Mackenzie Farm and Inkennann, which 
completely oTcrlooked a portion of the plain. 

Thus terminated the battle of the Tchemaya, one alike 
glorious to the French and Sardinians, while it w^as most 
disastrous to the Bussians. From all accounts their losses 
appear to have been enormous: 3 generals killed and 7 
wounded ; 24 officers killed and 78 wounded ; 3329 men killed 
and 4700 wounded. Of these the French took into their 
ambulances, from those found lying on the field, 38 officers 
and 1626 men. The French lost 10 officers killed and 61 
Wounded ; 172 men killed, 146 missing, and 1163 wounded. 
The Sardinians lost 65 killed and 185 wounded, officers and 
men. So the total losses in the battle were as follows : — 

Russian casualties 8141 

Allied ditto 1761 

8902 
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It took two days for the Frenoh fo bniy tbe dead on the 

Tchernaya. 

On tho 17th General Pelissier \%Toto a letter Princd 
Gort^chakoff, ezpoetulating with him for allowing the KusRiaa 
batteries to fire upon his men who were employed in collecting 
the wounded and burying the dead, and informing him that, 
if he wished, he might send parties to bury his own dead. 
This oflfer Prince Gortschakoff accepted, and on the following 
day no less than 2000 imaniied infantry, under the protection 
of a herd of Cossacks, cauie down for the pnii)()se. Prince 
Gortschakotf, in his reply, stated that the Mackenzie batteries 
di^l 7i()t open upon tlie burying parties, until the Freneh sharp- 
hhoorers h;id Hi ed upon some uf the Russians who wei*© en- 
deavouring to carry ott" their wounded. 

It was generally reported in Eniz-hmd, after the bat tle of the 
Tchernaya, and many letters weie written in the public 
jouvnais to the etlect, that tho English surgeons did not 
render any assistance to the French medical department, 
whose field-hospitals were naturally in a very crowded state, 
after the bloody action on the ICth of August. This was a 
great libel upon 1^ English suigeona, for at the close of ilie 
engagement several of them, of their own accord, went to the 
scene of conte8t> and moreover Dr. Hall (head of the medical 
department) sent a number of sui^ons to attend especially to 
the Bussian wounded. Nothing could exceed ihe untiring 
exertions of these gentlemen ; as on all similar occasions, ikey 
practised their humane though dreadful task with the greatest 
consideration f ^r the sufferings of the unfortunate men ihey 
attended. The medical department, like every other branch 
of the service, has been at different times much abused in the 
English newspapers. Doubtless there have been exceptional 
cases ; but more than once these have arisen tlirouejh the mis- 
conduct of civilians who have been attached temporarily to 
the mediciil staff uf thn army. As an instance of tliis, it may 
be mentioned that a ietter a})]ieared in the * Times' newspaper, 
Vvnitien from the camp on the 20th of June, describing the 
unprovided htate of the hospitals and the want uf care shoAvn 
by the military surgeons to the wounded after the unfortunate 
repulse of the IBth of June. This letter was of so false and 
scandalourf a nature, that a court of iuijuiry wa.s ordered to in- 
vesti<^ato the matter. It was proved utterly untrue, and the 
man who wrote it, named BakeweU, who had been attached 
temporarily to the medical staff, was most properly tiuned out 
of the service.* 

• The followins!; onlor wa.s issiwl hy flcnoral Simp-son on the subject: — 

•* (jvnerai Order, ird August, ib55. — A letter having appeared in tie * Tuuea* 
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During the remainder of the month of August the allied 
Generals were in conhumt api)relionsion of another attack, of 
even more formidal)le nature than the last on the Tchemaya.. 
This Wim orjij^inated by information they received iVom spies 
and others, that very large reinforcements had joined the 
enemy on the plateau of Mackenzie — it was said, 2 entire 
divisions of Grenadiers who had lately arrived from Eussia, 
mtutering about 24^000 men. It was ^dtoloTe thought advis- 
able to strengthen the allied position in the neighbourhood of 
the Tchernaja. The French aocordingly constmoted consider- 
able earthworks and batteries on the Fediukine heights, and 
the Sardinians likewise fortified those of Hasfort. The brigade 
of ffighlandeis was sent down from the front hy General 
Simpson, and encamped near the ruined village of Eamara, so 
as to support the right of the Sardinians, and also more com- 
pletely to enclose the valley of Balaklava. 

As regarded the siege, after the battle of the Tchemaya it 
advanced slowly, but surely. A portion of the French sap 
against the Malakoff had at that time arrived within 80 
yards of the ditch ; hut it was found impossible to proceed 
farther until certain gims which bore upon it were silenced, 
as they each day destroyed the work of the previous night. 
For this purpose it was decided that, as wome of the advanced 
En polish batteries could bring a flanking fire to hear upon these 
guns in the Malakoff, they should open on tlie 17th. Accord- 
ingly on the morning of that day the greater portion of the 
English batteries opened once more nj on the town. As 
the English were totally unassisted by the French, who, 
through some blunder, appear not to have heen prepared, the 
Kussians were enabled to concentrate their fire on the Enghsh 
advanced trenches, and caused us severe loss in officers and 
men. Two valuable officers, Hammett and Oldfield, both of 
whom had distinguished themselves, were killed on that day ; 
tiie former was a Commander in the Royal Kavy and had 
charge of one of the sailors' batteries, and the latter was a 
Captain in the Royal Artillery* But, in spite of our losses, 

newspaper, dated Camp before Sevastopol, June 20lih, cootaJnlng charges of tlie 
gravest nature against ni<N!ical ofiicei^ of this army, a court of inqoiiy was directed 

to examine into the tnitli of the allet^ations set forth in it. 

The otiicers composing tbi« couit, aiW the most minute and patient investijoi- 
tlon into the whole of mt circomstances connected with the treatment of 
wounded on the 18th of June, dedare that tiiis letter is * calculated grossly to mia- 
lead the public, and to cast hlame on those to whom p-rai^r was justlr due/ In 
thh opinion tho Commander of tiie Forc^ concurs, after a careful perusal of the 
evidence. It aupcars that Acting- Assistant-Surgeon Bakewell is the author of this 
ktter. He is tnerefore infbrmed that hb ftirther eenrioee are dispensed with, md 
Us name is atmck off the BtrBngth <tf tha amy from this date." 
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the object of the fire was attained, for the guns which bore ou 
the French sap were completely silenced, and they were con- 
sequently enabled to proceed with their work during the en- 
suing night and following day. Our fire was therefore con- 
siderably slackened, until it returned to its former silence* 

It was not until Ihe beginning of August that Iheengineeois 
discovered that the Bussians were constructing a regular 
bridge across the harbour from. Fort Nicholas, on the south 
side, to near Fort Michael, on the north. For some months 
previous something of the sort had been suspected, but no one 
imagined that so gigantic a work could have been executed in 
the manner it was. After the failure of the enemy on the 16th 
of August against the rear of the allied position, tlicy nppcar 
to have been indefatigable in their exertions to get the bridge 
c impleted, and by the 27th it was practicable for the passage 
of troops, cartB, &c. 

It was during the nii;iLt of the 27th that an imfortiinate 
cat-astrophe occurred to the French. Their magazine in the 
centre of the Manielon was blown np by a shell from the 
enemy: no less than 15,000 pounds of gunpowder were ex- 
ploded, and upwards of 1 50 French soldiers were killed and 
wounded by it. A few p]nglisli soldiers in the nearest trenches 
were also injured by the falling of beams, &c., which were 
thrown into the air. Considering the immbcr of troops the 
French had in the neighbourhood of the Mamelon, it is won- 
derful that their loss was not greater. The English batteries 
immediately opened fire on the Malakoff and Hedan, so as to 
anticipate any sortie or attack the Bussians might make, 
on seeing the confusion into which the French were naturally 
thrown by the terrific explosion* This misfortune delayed the 
assault of the town a few days, as the immense quantily of 
ammunition which had been destroyed had to be replaced 
before the batteries re-opened their final bombardment. It 
was impossible to wait much longer ; and indeed there was no 
object to be gained by so doing. The French had now piished 
the head of their sap, so that it actually touched the abattia 
round the MalakofF, and they were not more than 30 paces 
from its ditch. Besides this, thoy could distinctly hear the 
Russian miners at work, and consequently anticipated that no 
great length of time would elapse befure these mines would be 
ex^^loded aprainst them. The English had advanced their 
trenches as far as practicable towards the "Redan : they were 
now 1 96 yards from its salient angle ; closer than that it was 
impossible to go for two rea.sons — first, that in any nearer 
approach they would have been completely enfiladed by the 
fire from the Malakoff ; secondly, that the rocky natuie of the 
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ground made it a work of the greatest difficulty, if not impos- 
sibility. Besides these reasons, the Bnssians had commenced 
the construction of a more complete inner line of defence, and 
had already placed a certain number of guns in their new 
works, so that altogether it was decided that a speedy assault 
was imperative.* Accordingly, on the 3rd of September a 
mxid Council of War of the Allied Generals was held at the 
French head-quarters to decide upon the final plan of attack 
on Seyastopol. On this occasion, unlike any former, Generals 
Bosquet and Niel were most anxious for the assault to take 
place immediately ; whereas the French Commander-in-Chief 
appeared rather to dread the responsibility, and wi.slied to 
delay it for a few days, until the arrival of a large ininil cr of 
mortiirs and a qnautity of ammunition which were sliortly ex- 
pected from France, It should be mentioned that the French 
ammunition was so exhausted that they had only sufiicient for 
five dava' shw firina;. The Kn<rii8li were better off : they had 
sufficient for ten days' quick firing in. their batteries and artil- 
lery parks. 

The arrangements for the assault were as follows : — from 
the French left attack there were to be two objects of assault, 
the Biiiition Centrale and the Bastion du Mat : the former was 
to be attacked by the division of General Levaillant, which, if 
successful, was immediately to be followed bj the division of 
General d'Autemarre, whidi was to attack the Bastion du Mftt 
on its right flank and rear. A brigade of Sardinians under 
General Oialdini were to be held m reserve. These two 
assaults were under the orders of General de Salles, 
oommanding the 1st Corps d*Arm^. ' The signal of assault 
was to be the French flag floating above the Malakoff, so that 
it was not to take phice until that formidable work had been 
captured* Tlie English assault, as before, was to be only 
from the right attack; it was to consist of one column of 
1000 men to attack the salient angle of the Eedan. It was to 
be preceded by 100 men of the Rifle Brigade and 100 men of 
the 3rd regiment (Buffs), to pick off the enemy's gunners, and 
320 men canying scaling ladders. These were to he taken in 
equal numbers frmn the Light and 2nd Divisions, which a\ ero 
to form the staplo n{' the troops in the advanced trenches. 
They were to be under the coininand of Lieut, -General Sir 
William Codrington and Lieut .-General Markhani. The 
Highland Division, under Lieut.-General Sir Colin Campbell, 

* It may be as well here to state that the English force of flU amis in the 
Crimea on the 1st of September amounted to 48,024 rank and tile and 8986 hoteea. 
Of these, the Royal Ai-tilieiy employed in the mgi and with the ficld*hattexiea 
amounted to 6778 rank and iile. 



Digitized by Google 



382 ARRAK6EHE17TS FOR THE JlSSAULT. Cbap. XYin. 



wu io be placed m tlie rear trenches of the light attack in 
retterre (haTing been Lrotight up for that purpose from their 
camp at Kamara). The let Division, under Lieut.-General 
Lord Rokeby, was to remain under anus in front of the Engli.sh 
camp, in readiness to pve support if required. The 3rd 
Division, under Major-General Sir W. Eyre, and the 4th 
Division, under Lieut.-General Sir H. Bentinck, were to be 
placed in the left attack, to support tlic right if necessary. 
The sij^al of assault was to be given when the French had 
gained possession of the Malakoff. 

From the French Inkeimann attack, there were to be three 
objects of attack, viz. the Malakoti", the Little Eedan, and the 
curtain which connected them together. The left column, to 
attack the Malakuii, wa^ to r nsist of General M'Mahon's 
divitsiun, liaving in reserve the Zuuavos of the Garde ImptTiide 
and a biigade uf General Camou's division, which ancIs to bo 
bronght up for that pui pu^^j hvm the Tcheraaya. The ui iurc 
column, to attack the curtain which connected the Malakolf 
with the Little Redan, was to consist of the division of 
General La Motterouge ; the right column, to attack the Little 
Bedan, was to oonsbt of General Du]ac*s division, supported 
the Chasseurs of the Garde Imp^riale and a brigade of 
General d^Auxelle's division. Each column was to he accom- 
panied hy 60 sappers of the corps du Genie, 300 men with 
scaling ladders, m*, and 50 artillerymen to spike the enemy's 
guns, or turn ihem as might he found necessaiy. The three 
columns of assault were to be under the direction < f f General 
Bosquet ; the whole of the remainder of the Garde Imperiale 
were to he placed in the trenches immediately in rear of the 
Mamelon, ready to i^dvance to give support to Genend 
M'Mahon's division on its attack on the Malakoff, as it was 
deteimined at any sacrifice to captnro this stronghold. There 
was to be no signal for attack, but the assault was to fake place 
iir<^f i-ely at midday. It was finally settled that the allied 
batteries should open fire on the morning of the 6th of 
September, and the grand assault take place on the Rth. It 
was also agreed that several ships-of-tlie-line of the allied fleet* 
should engage the Quarantine Fort, by which means it was 
hoped that the enemy would be prevented from pouring an 
enfilading fire against the column of French troops which was 
to assault ihe Bastion Centrale, as a portion of the guns on the 
said fort swept the gi'ound between the French trenches and 
the works of the to\vn. This was to take place at 12 o'clock. 
8uch were the arrangements made at the Council of War on 
the 3rd. 

On the morning of the 5th the allied batteries opened with 
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a tremendous roar, and continued firing thnmghout the day. 
The batteries of the French left attack were ordered to fire as 
rapidly as possible, whereas those in the English * and French 
Inkemiann attacks were to fire steadily, and reserve aU their 
energies for the day of the a^ault.f 

The eneiiiy appeared completely paralysed by the severe 
fire poured upon them, and soarcely answered at all. Some 
said they were only reserving their fire and keeping their 
artillerymen under cover, and were waiting until the asnault 
si Kin Id arrive, when every gun would be found serviceable, 
and their batteries swarming with artillerymen. During the 
day the enemy made a reconnaissance in the neiglibourhood 
of Tchorgoun, and some little skirmishing went on between 
their advanced parties and the Sardinian outposts. The force 
was considerable— estimated at 15,000 men. It was probably 
more with a view of making the Allies fancy that they 
int^ded to attack the rear again, in the hope of thus prevent* 
ing them from bringing up reinforcements from their rear, to 
assist during the assault on the town. 

On the night of the 5th a large Russian frigate was seen 
about 9 P.M. to break forth in flame, and was burnt to the 
water's edge by midnight. Diiring the whole of the 0th and 
7th the bombardment continued without inteimission, the 
Hussians replying but rarely, and then in the most feeble 
manner. On the afternoon of the last-named day a Hussinn 
line-of-battle ship caught fire, and burnt fiercely all through 
the following night : the whole harbour and town of Sevastopol 
-were lit up by this grnt conflagration. Excitement and confi 
donee in the approaching assault were at the highest pitch in 
the allied camps. The l^nmin^j: of this ship was look* d upon 
as an omen of disaster to the enemy. Since the commeiieument 
of the cannonade the cn<'mv hrul used the bri(l;^c ai ross the 
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f The number of guns that opened firom the allied batteries on the Skb of September 

were as follows : — Old French attack, composwl of 49 batteries, containing 332 
pieces ; French Inkennann attack, composed of 34 batteries, coataioing 267 pieces. 
Total, 83 French batteries, containing 59U piec&s of ordnance. 

fii^ish attacks, 32 batteries, containing 204 pieces of ordiumoe. 

Gzind total of the Allies, 115 batteries, 803 pieces of ovdnaiuie. 
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harbour night and day : tlioiisaiids of carts passed over from the 
soiuk to the north side loaded -with things, and returned empty 
fur mure. The k)s.ses of the KutiHians during the.se days of the 
bombardment was something qjniio prodigious; it averaged 
from 1000 to 1500 daily.* 

On the evening of the 7th the final instructioiLS were issued 
IhjT General Simpson ii^ a long divisional After-Order to his 
Generals.']' 

The morning of the 8th of September broke gloomy enough ; 
throughout the night the weather had been boisterous, and 
with the return of day this rather increased than otherwise, 
and the whole face of the plateau was covered with clouds of 
dust. IdLoreoTer, the thermometer had gone down* and the 
temperature after the late hot weather felt bitterly cold. Soon 
after 8 a.m. several squadrons of cavalry marched up to the 
fix)nt, and were posted in a line of videttes along the ridge 
in front of the English camps, to keep back camp-followers 
and others from collecting in groups on the heig"hts and thus 
drawing down the fire from the enemy. About the same timo 
a number of gunboats and mortar vessels belonging to the 
allied fleets opened fire upon the Quarantine Fort from ^Stre- 
letska Bay, where they had been previously placed for that 
purpose. They continued throiiLrliout the day firing with 
great steadiness and precision, and must have caused the 
liussians very severe loss. The weather was so boisterous 
that it was quite impossible for the linc-of-battle ships to 
attempt engaging the sea-defences of Scvct^topol. It was 
not Uiilil past 7 a.m. (^wheu the allied armies were under 
arms) that the Light and 2nd Divisions moved down to the 
trenches and took up the positions assigned to them ; this took 
a very long time, as some of iSbe approaches did not admit 
of more than 2 men going abreast in comparative safety. 
Every man carried with him 2 days' rations cooked, as it 
was thought possible that we might have to occupy a portion 
of the town a day or two after carrying the principal works* 

About half-past 10 a.h. General Simpson and tiie Head- 

* According to the statanent &s it appeared in the * Invalide Boflse,' the Rus- 
sian losses in Sevastopol, from Auizi; t 1 7th to Septomber 7th, were as follows : — 
August 17th, 1500 men; from the 18th to the 2 1st, 1000 men daily =4000 
men ; and from the 22nd of August to the 4th of Septemher, from 500 to 600 men 
every twentv-fimr honn, My a 7700 men. Thdr loss on the 5th, 6th, and Tth 
of September was 4000 ; consequently the total number of killed and wounded in 
the f^mison of Sevastopol, from the 17th of AuiitTst to the 7th of Sfptomher in- 
clusive, was no less than 17,200, not including the aitilleryraen who perishe»l at 
their guns. This statement is tiuB admisnoii of Prince Gortaduikoflr, Commander" 
in«€hief of the Rufldan anny, 

t Vide Appendix C. 
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quarters Staflf ©Btored the approaches of the left attack, an,d 
took up their station in the 2nd parallel to witness the assault. 
Xieut«-G«iieral ^ Harry Jones, commanding the Koyal En- 
gineers^ was in so weak a state that he was unable to walk. 

Be was still suffering from the eflfects of the wound he re- 
ceived on the 18th of June, and which for some time after had 
£erionsly injured his health; but being most anxious to be 
present at the assault, he was carried down to the trenches on 
a stretcher. 

General IVlissier entered the French Inkermann attack, 
and placed himself in the .Mauielon shortly before midday. Vp 
to near that time the fire of artillery had been more rapid and 
heavier, if po8si])le, than it had ever been before ; it then 
gradually ceased, ai> had been more or less the custom lately, 
in consequence of the usual intense heat at that period of the 
day ; and aJihougli on this occasion the weather was cold, still 
it was thought that a partial cessation of the fire would be 
loalculated to lead the enemy into the belief that no assault 
was to take place. Tbe&B oalculaiioiis appear to ha^e been 
verified, for, at 12 o'clock precisely, the fVench rushed out 
of their most advanced trench in front of the Malakoff, and, 
in less time than it takes to describe, had reached the ditch, 
A moment later and the ladders were thrown across, Iheir ends 
resting on each side of the ditch, tibus forming a sort of bridge, 
and a few planks being then thrown on tliem made it a good 
grossing for any number of troops. *lliey rushed on, and, 
litei^ally within 3 minutes from the time of starting, the 
btead the column had entered the Malakoff. The enemy 
were completely taken by surprise ; the few behind the parapet 
facing the French fired off their muskets, and never attempted 
to stop the progress of their invaders, but retired behind the 
traverses, and there began their first attempt to hold this for- 
midable work. But it was now too Lite; the French camo 
pouring on in iinnHinso nninbers, and, in a short q^uarter of an 
liour, were in possession of liie key of Sevastopol. 

To give an idea of how completely taken by surjjrise ilio 
Kussians were, it may bo mentioned that some of the Zouaves 
(w^ho, as usual, were among the first) |)enetrated into a bomb- 
proof el]ain])er, where they foimd the Kussian General ct^m- 
maudiiig the Malakoff at dinner ! as well as a great many 
officers employed in the same agreeable manner, who threw up 
their hands in despair on seeing the French soldiers. 

Immediately the French gained possession, a strong working 
party of sappers commenced closing the gorge in rear of Ihe 
Malakoff, and, in digging a trench across it, came upon the 
wires which were there for the purpose (^exploding the minea 

2 0 
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from the exterior. These were instantly cnt, and thus rendered 
the mines nseleaa 

Simultaneous with the advance on the Malakoff, the diTi- 
sions of Generals La Motterouge and Dalao rushed forward 
against their objects of attack, viz. the curtain and the Little 
Bedan next to it. As at the Malakoff, the French troops, &om 
being within 30 yards of the enemy's batteries, arrived up to 
them in less than a minute's time, and sprang over the parapet 
despite the resistance which was made to them — for here, 
although the Russian force was not large, they were not taken 
by surprise. TToweYcr, the Russians speedily hrought up 
enormous reinforcements, besides no less than 20 pieces of 
field-art illeiy, which opened on the Frfench columns at short 
raii<5e \\ ith grape, and caused them enormous loss. In arlfli- 
tion to this, all the ^ms in the Russian l alreiies on the north 
side that were within range, and several of the ships and 
steamers in liail^our, opened upon the French as soon as their 
object becaiiie ajiparent. One French regiment (49th of the 
Lino) was seized with a panic and retired to their trenclie&\ 
from which all the exhortations of theii' officers would not 
induce them to return. The rest of the French troops who 
bad penetrated the Little Bedan, after the most gallant efforts 
to hold what they had gained, were compelled to retire to 
their trenches, thus leaving the column next to them (General 
La Motterouge's division) exposed to Hie flank fire of tiie 
Little Bedan. They were, consequently, nnaUe to oontinno 
in possession of that portion of the enemy^s works, which 
thej had captured with so muck bravezy, and were forced to 
retire. Genend Bosquet, on seeing this, ordered up two of ibe 
batteries of field-artillery which had been placed in reserve. 
The French had made an admirable arrangement, before the 
assault, for the passage of gun carriages. £i opening of some 
50 yards hail been made in all the parapets, so that, if required, 
troops could be brought down in formation, as well as artil- 
lery : these were blinded by gabions, and a certain niimbor of 
men were placed on each side ready to knock them over w^hen 
the opening should be required. Down this sort of road tbe 
2 field-batteries came, and, on arriving close up to "^the de- 
fences of the town, they opened with grape tipon the mass of 
Eus.sian infantry which were collected together. This tiro 
caused the enemy considerable loss, but at the same time 
almost all the French artillerymen were killed or wounded 
at their grms. 

About 10 minutes after 12, General Pelissier, seeing that 
General M*Mahon*s division had gained thorough possession 
of the Malakoff, ordered the signal (that of the Frendi flag put 
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tip in the Mamelon) to be made, and thus acquaint General 
Simpson with liis success. The En<z;lih>h I uiiimander-in-Chief, 
upon seeing this, instantly ordered u iiight of four rockets to be 
fired from close to his position. This was to attract the atten- 
tion of the commanding officers of the columns of assault. 
Immediately 9£tet General Simpson pot up the signal for the 
advance, wldoh was a square wliite nag with the Ted cross of 
Stk George, and directly, the English rushed over the parapets 
and advianced towards the Redan. The ladder and storming 
parties dashed on in a very gallant manner against the salient 
of the Redan, tinder a heavy fire of grape, and the foremost of 
them got over the ditch, up the parapet, and into the body of 
the work with wonderful rapidity, especially when it is con- 
sidered that they had to traverse over 200 yards. But there, 
poor fellows ! they only met with a soldier's death ! Despite 
these difficulties the storming parties still continned to arrive 
at the salient of the Eedan, but numbers of officers and men 
were killed and wounded on their way towards it. Brigadier- 
General Shirley, who led the stormers of the light division, 
was severely contused in the face inmiediatcly on leaving our 
trenches, and had to retire ; Colonel Haiidcock and Major 
Welsford, 97th regiment, wlio had important commands, were 
both stnick down — the former mortally wounded and the 
latter shot dead. Brigadier-General Van Straubenzee and 
Colonel Unett (19ih regiment) fell also at this time, the latter 
mortally wounded. 

The senior officer who now lemained with the stormers 
was Colonel \\ iiidham, who was acting brigadier, and com- 
manded the 2nd Division column of assault. He behaved 
throughout in the most gallant and determined manner ; on 
arriving in l^e Bedan he at once saw the difficulties to be 
overcome. The body of the work was entirely open to the 
rear, and had only a sort of covered way, or light parapet, 
across the gorge. Behind this, those of the enemy who had 
twen driven away were standmg firing. Large reinforce- 
ments had come up, and a mass of Bussian infiEintry was now 
formed immediately in rear of this parapet. The enemy 

Soured a most galling fire upon the salient angle, where the 
ritish troopa were for the most part assembled ; numbers of 
the poor fellows were dropping, killed or wounded, every 
instant. Colonel Windham at once saw that the only thing 
to "ho done was to form the men up, and take the parapet 
at the point of the bayonet ; but the difficulty was to get 
the troops into any sort of formation for that purpose. So 
many officers had been killed or disabled, that Colonel Wind- 
ham had to depend to a great extent on his own exertions in 
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collecting together the troops, who were standing np behind 
the traverses firing at the enemy ; but as fast as he got any 
number of men in formation, they were shot down by the 
terrible fire poured upon them from the Bussians in rear of 
the pampet. Many offioers most brilliantly distingnifihed 
thenLselvee by Ihe gallant manner in which they stood out 
in the open, in order to induce their men to follow; but, 
among other diffienltiee, the men one and all believed that 
the Kedan was mined. The English newspapers had done 
their best to din ilie fact into their ears ever since tlie first 
bombardment. This, doubtleBs, added to the disinclination 
to advance ; but the real hiot of the matter was, that there 
Wjsre not enough men. It could hardly be ex]iected that a 
mere handful would stand up in the open to be shot at, while 
others were being got together and fonnod np. Tlicre was 
no place available for this, except inside tlie work, and 
there they were exposed to the terrible fire of the eneiiiy 
behind the often-mentioned parapet. Colonel Windham 
despatched no less than three officers to Greneral Codrington, 
begging him to send up reinforcements in fonnatktn ; but 
none of these officers ever arrived— they were either killed 
or wounded. Colonel Windham, seeing that it was hopeless 
waiting for reinfurceinent«, detciTnined at last to go himself 
and beg them of General Codrington. He was more fortunate 
than his messengers, for he aiiived untouched ; but beforo 
the reinforcement which he was going to bring up gut out 
of our trenches, the few untouched men that were left in the 
Redan were driven out by the oyerwhelming mass of Bassiaas 
which charged down upon them. It was then utterly useless 
attempting to assault the work again, without regularly 
reorganizing the columns, and this, from the crowded state 
of the trenches and from the nimiber of wounded men being 
carried to the rear, was quite impossible. Accordingly, to 
the bitter disappointment of the British, the assault on the 
Bedan was obliged to be given up for the time being, and 
Oeneial Simpson arranged with Sir Colin Campbell that the 
Highland Division should attack on the following morning. 
He then ordered the whole of the guns that could be brought 
to bear, to fire upon the Kedan, which was accordingly done 
with friji-litful loss to the enemy. 

The French fared no better than the Encrlish in their left 
attack. Immediately on the signal bein^ pven by General 
Pelissier in the Mamelon (which, like that of the English, 
was the Fiench flag liung out), the first colnmn to aKsauit 
(General Levaillant's division) sprang out of their trenches, 
Wid advanced with great bravery towarda the liastion Cen- 
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trale ; but they were met hj a most OTerwhelming fire from 
the enemy's batteries, both of heavy oidnanoe and small 
arms, before they had left their trenches a dozen yards. It 
appeared that the enemy were escpeoting an assault, and 

consequently had their batteries manned, and immense num- 
bers ot* men in reserve. So great was the loss to the French 
on their first onset, that resei*\"e8 had immcdiatelv to bo 
brought u}-), but, aa in the English attack^ the trenches were 
so crowtled with troops and vnih the wounded being carried 
to ihQ rear, that it was quite impossible to move tliem out 
in anything like formation. Goneralfs Eivet and Breton set 
noble examples to their men by lUbhing over the parapets 
and calling upon the men to follow, but both wore instantly 
killed, and, seeing this, the troops got disheartened, and 
nothing would induce them to leave their trenches and face 
the awful fii'e to which they would then have been exposed. 
The confusion now became general ; from the frightfol nnmber 
of men that had been wounded, the advanced trenches soon 
heoosoB completely do^ed ; all the generals commanding the 
storming colnmns bad been either killed or wonnded, conse- 
quently no orders were given, and, after fraitless e^orts to 
cross the ditch and enter the work, the French were finaUy 
compelled to retire and give up the assault. All their gnns 
in the left attack then opened on the enemy's defences. 
Genei-al de Salles commenced arrangements for a fresh assault, 
and in the mean time sent off word to General Pelissier of 
his failure, but the French Commander-in-Chief, having 
gained the Malakoff, considered that it would be a useless 
sacrifice of life attacking anew the Bastion Gentrale or the 
Little Redan. 

Tt was now about 3 p.^r., and between that time and * 
nightfall the Russians made repeated attacks upon the Mala- 
koft", but the French were so firmly established in it, that, 
although the Kussians brought up enormous masses of men, 
and attacked it with a courage amounting almost to ferocity, 
they were never able even to obtain a temporary footing in 
the great work they had lost. In fact, the very strength of 
the Malakotf on every side, and its admirable construction, 
which gave a Hanking fire to each face, prevented the enemy 
from retaking it. Had the gorge been open, and its rear 
defences weaker than those in front, it is not improbable that 
the Russians might have recaptured it with their legions; as 
it was, all Hieir efforts were utterly useless, and every fresh 
attack only added to their enormous loss of killed and wounded. 
After nigbtMl no farther attempt was made. 

Daring the afternoon the French had a comddeiable loss 
frcnn an explosion that took place near the Uala^kofil It was 
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never asoertained liow this ooourred, and for some minutes 
afterwards great apprehensions were felt that it was only 

preliminar}' to the MaUkuff iiacU being blown into the air ; 
for, although the French had discovered, shortly after they 
entered tlie work, 4 wItos which donbtless were connected 
with the iiiijies under it, they were still not altogether sure 
that there mi}i;ht not be other wires which as yet Lad escaped 
their observation. These 4 wires were fitiuid out in a 
curious manner. ^\ lirii the i'rcnch had captured the Mfila- 
kotf, and liad killed, wounded, or driven out, as they thought, 
the wiiole of the garrison, it was discovered tliat a btrung 
picket of men were still inside the mins of what had been the 
cclcl>iated Malakulf Tower, the lower -part of which h;id a 
pa»ssage iiinning round inside, with the exterior wall loop- 
holed. Through these the liussians inside fired upon the 
French, and killed and wounded several offioers and men« 
As the only eniranoe was strongly Hooked up from the 
inside, it was very difficult to oheck this fusillade ; bat the 
French engineers got some gabions, and piled them beficune 
the loopholes, and &en set them on fire* This was to choke 
the inmates with smoke, and thus oomp^ them to sunendem 
It instantly had the desired effect; for the Eussians came oat 
and ga^ e themselves up as prisoners. The gabions continned 
to bum fiercely, so much so that the engineer offioers became 
alarmed lest the falling sparks might ignite one of the 
expense magazines which were placed at intervals in the 
interior parapet of the work. Orders were therefore given 
for them to be immediately extinguished; 'but this was no 
easy task. Tlie sappers were then ordered to dig a trench 
and throw iiyt tlie eaith m as to i)ut out the flames ; this was 
done, and, while digging, they discovered 2 wires, which it 
w^as natn rally supposed communicated with mines, 'i'hey were 
instantlv cut, and shoHlv after 2 more were discovered. This 
circunistcince saved the Malakoff and its numerous French 
gaiTison from utter destmctioii by the enemy. 

Soon after dark several coniiagralions burst out in the town, 
and it became evident that these were not done by accidnit 
or from the effects of tlio fire from the allied batteries, but 
from deliberate pre-arrangemcnt. About 11 p.m. some Kussian 
magazines, immediately in rear of the Little Bedan, blew up, 
and they appeared to be only preliminaiy to others of a more 
formidable nature. About 12 o'clock, an engineer officer 
crept quietly up to the Bedan, and, entering, found it deserted* 
This being communicated to Sir Colin Campbell, he directed 
parties to go in and withdraw as many of our wounded m 
possible, which was immediately done. Explosions then 
heoame frequent, but it was not until 4 am* en tJie 9tli 
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instant that the first of the magazines blew up. Hiis was the 
Bedan — the report was so great that it shook the earth, and 
made those who had lain down in the different oamps for 
a short interval to rest, start out of their sleep and rush to the 
front to ascertain what had happened, but they could only see 
before them the doomed city a sheet of flame. At a quarter 
to 5 A.M. another great ^plosion took place ; this was the 
Ba-stion du Mfit, and it was immediately followed by those of 
the Garden batteiies. 

As morning broke on tho bnming town, it was found that 
during tho night it had been totally evacuated by the enemy, 
and Sevastopol at lengtli was in the possession of tho Allies. 
The manner in which the Kussians evaonatcd tlio town 
did them immense credit; indeed, it may be looked upon as 
one of the best-executed movem6nt8 liuring the war. Over 
the floating bridge, within a few days of the fall of the town, 
immense (quantities of ammunition were earned, and during 
the night of the 8th from 30,000 to 40,00u human beings had 
passed over it in safety ; so nicely timed were the Russian 
arrangements, that at the first gleam of day on the 9th of 
September the bridge was broken np, its dififeront portions 
disoonnected and towed over to the northern shore of the 
harbour^ while tiie rear colnmn of the Bussian garrison oonld 
be seen making its way up from the water's edge to the 
plateau above — a proof of how lately they must have crossed 
over. The first thing which attracted observation was the 
absence of the Russian line-of-battle ships; they had been 
sunk during the n%ht. 

The next great incident in this memorable day was the 
total destruction of Fort Paul, close to the dockyard ; it blew 
up with a terrific roar, which shook the oountiy aU round, and, 
vnien the smoke had cleared away, nothing remained of the 
handsomest and best constructed fort in Sevastopol but a huge 
heap of smouldering niins. Frequent explosions of small 
mines and magazines continued to take place in the coui-so of 
the day, and consequently a cordon of sentries were placed all 
round Sevastopol, to prevent, far as possil^le, the troops nnd 
stragglei'h irom ent^jring the town. Isevertheloss, nuinl.)ers 
managed to evade the sentries, and wandered among the burn- 
ing ruins, seeking for what little plunder might remain. 

The town continued to bum fiercely all through the day and 
night of the 9th, when, from want of ignitablo matter, the 
lire ^irtdually subsided, and no building in that vast city 
remamed intact except one huge barrack near the Dockyard 
Creek. It was not unt^ the afternoon of the lOtK that the 
Tsason of this was disooveredi when it appeared that the 
enemy had used it as theu: great temporary hpspital, before. 
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the removal of their woimded to the north side of the harbour. 
^0 kfls than 2000 human beings, the majority shockingly 
wounded, and many having undergone amputation, had been 
ooUeoted itdthin tbe walk of this building during the 8th 
of September, and had been abandoned to their fate on the 
evaooation of the town bjr the Knssians. It was discovered 
by a steamer coming across the harbour with a flag of truce, 
and begging to be allowed to remove their wonnded. About 
500 of these poor creatures were found alive (these were 
given over to the Kussians), upwards of 1500 were corpses. 
Who shall describe the toi tnre and agony these unfoiiunate 
men must have suffered during the 48 hfmrs they had been 
lying there? In one immense undero-Toinul ( ellar 700 bodies 
were lying in a state of rapid decumpusitiun. Nothing 
could exceed the horrors of this charnel-house. Captain 
Yaughan, of the 90th regiment, was found amongst the dead 
and dying, and several English and French soldiers, who 
must have been glad, poor fellows I to be rescued frum j^ucli a 
mass of jiutiefaction, and to find themselves cared for by 
friends. In another portion of the building 200 coffins were 
found, with a corpse in each, ready for burial ; they were said 
to be those of officers who had fallen during the last hosnbard" 
ment. How they could find means or time to encase each 
body in this manner is inexplicable ! Perhiq[»e this last fae^ 
speaks better than any other of 1^ frightful losses the enemy 
must have sustained. 

It may be as well here to state the losses on both sides en 
the memorable 8th of September. The following is taken, ae 
regards the Russians, from Prince Gortschakoff's account, as 
published in the ' Invalide Kusse,* but it is generally supposed 
to be much understated. The losses of the French and Eng* 
lish are taken from the despatches of Generals Telissier and 
Simpson : the former as published in the * Moniteur/ and the 
latter in the ' London Gb^tte i^-r 
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Thus the capture of Sevastopol cost (dednctiiig the missing) 
between 18,000 and 19,000 killed end wotmded men, and Uiese 
rdtnrns, as before mentioned — certainly as regards the Rnssiam, 
and probably as regards the French--are understated.* 

On the 12th of September Colonel Windham was appointed 
En^ish Commandant of Seyastopol, as far as regarded the 
portion of the town known as the Earahelnaia ; at the same 
time, General Bazaine was appointed French Commandant* 
The 3rd regiment (Buffs) and 500 of the Royal Artillery were 
ordered into the town as the English garrison. They took 
np their quarters in the great barracks close to the Dockyatdt 
but the enemy up suoh a perpetual shower of shells upon 
them from the north side, tliut it was deemed advisable to 
withdraw the troops for the time being, and simply leave 
strong pickets in different places near the wator*s edge. But 
in the course of a few days the Kussians got less aggie.ssive, 
and did not fire unless they saw nunibjrs of men collected 
together, or ^oups of officers standing near the harbour j 
they appeared chieliy tt) turn tlieir attention to sti-engtheniug 
their position on the north side, and for tliis purpose veiy 
large bodies of men were employed in erecting new earth- 
works, and improving and reconstructing those already made. 

A commission of officers of the English and French armies 
Was ap]X>inted to sit daily to apportion the immense quantities 
of stores which had fallen into the hands of the Allies by the 
capture of Sevastopol, such as guns, ammunition, anchors, and 
naral stores of all sorts, inclndmg a vaat amoimt of copper 
Bheeting, churoh betUs, fto.t 

Great was the rejoicing in England on the receipt of the 
Intelligeiioe announcing the fall of Sevastopol, and eveiy plaod 
in the United Kingdom, from London to the smallest hamlet, 
made some demonstration in token of their joy and pleasnre. 
The Queen directed her War Minister to express her approba- 
tion of the conduct of the British army during the whole of 
this memorable siege, and it was communicated to the troops 
in the Crimea by General Simpson in the General Orders of 
the 14th of September, t Promotions, decorations, and rewards 

* At tht eod of this volume the raider will find a return of the qtuuititjr of 

ordnance stores nseil at the sit^re of Sevastopol by tlie Kiiglish. Vide Apj^eiulix D. 

f Thi' innvt iinportaut of tin; military stores were ilie following: — 4000 pieces 
oi orduauce, upwaids of 100,000 &hol and shell, and more than 420,000 pounds 
of powder ; befi<ks 250 imcp, ami aboot the Mine nomber of old, fluehora. 

X Morning General Order ^ lith September^ 1855, — The Comroau lor of the 
Forces has i^reat pleasure in publishing to the troojpo tiM Ibiiowillg telegn|dlio 
message received irom the i^iiuinter-at-War : — 

*<X«OiM}oii, Wedaeidaj* • 

'*.T1m Qums has noeiTMl witl^ deep emotion the wokome intelligraoe of the ftU 



Dlgrtlzed by Google 



THE NAVAL BRIGADE. 



Ghap.XVIII* 



were given to the snooessfbl Generals of ihe allied armies. 
General PeUssier was made a Marshal of France, and General 
Simpson received the Grand Cross of the Bath. Colonel 
Windham was made a Major-General for his distinguished 
gallantry at the attack on the Bedan, and nnmerons ofScers 
were promoted and deoorated. 

Thus terminated the ever memorable siege of Sevastopol ; 
in duration, far surpassing any other of modem times ; and in 
material, callinfj; forth resources never dreamt of before. 

On the 17th of September the Naval l^ripiflc was ordered 
to rejoin the fleet, their services being no lon^or required. 
The important duties they had performed through (^ut the 
siege, and the cheeiful manner in which they lind been ren- 
dered, together with the courage and bravery displayed on 
eveiy occasion during nearly a year of danger and hardship, 
entitle them to the admiration of their couutiymen, and prove 
that the English Kavy him not degenerated during 40 years 
of peace, and that the naval heroes of Sevastopol axe woriiiy to 
be classed with those of the Nile and Trafalgar. 

A few days after the fall of Sevastopol, the English Com* 
ynander-in-Chi^, for the first time findu^ it in his power to 
commence the constraotion of a high road from Balaklava to 
the front, had a large body of men employed for that purpose. 
At firsts some 1500 were set apart for this duly, but by the 
beginning of October that number was increased to 6000 men 
daily. They laboured in conjunction wi^ the Army Works 
Corps, under the able direction of its superintendent, Mr. 
Boyne. It was a work of great toil and difficulty : by the 
middle of October the number of men employed, including 
civilians, exceeded 1 0,000 ; but in spite of this large force, the 
main road from Balaklava to Uie ICnglish Head-quarters (a 
distance of about 6 miles) was not opened tmtil the 10th of 
November* It will thus be seen bow utterly impossible it 

of Sevastopol, penetrated tvitli profound graUtnde to tilt Ahulgbiy, who hat 

vouchsafed this triumph to the allied amtiy. 

« Her Majesty has commanded me to express to vourself, and through you to 
her amy, the pride with which she regards this fresi instance of their herx^sm. 

** The Queen congratulates her troops on the triumphant issue of their protracted 
siege, and thanks them for the cheerfulness and fortitude with v-hich they hat9 
eacouut^riid its toils, and the valour which has led to its termination. 
. The Queen deeply laments that this success is not without its alloy in the 
heavy losies which have been sustained ; and while she rejoices in the victory, her 
Wajesty deeply sympathises with the noble surt'erers in their oountr>''8 cause. 

** You will be pleased to congratuhitr (JiMXTnl }Vli»Jsier, in her Majesty's name, 
tipon the brilliant success of the asaauit ou. tlu J^litiakut}', which proves the irre- 
fistibla im^ as well •• the in d omi t able conra^e, of our brave allica. 

(Signed) Pamvubx.'* 
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would have been to liavo spared a sufficient number of men 
for the construction of a road, after iJie commencement of the 
si^g^t previous to the winter of ISM-dd, when it took an 
average number of 8000 men, employed daily for 7 weeks, to 
accompliBh this object^ when no active operations were going 
on in the field. 

About the middle of September a strong body of French 
light cavalry, mustering near 2000 horses, together with se- 
veral battalions of infimtry, the whole under the command of 
General d'Allonvillo, was transported from Kamiesch to Eupa*. 
toria, to aid tho 30,000 Turkish troops under the command 
of Achmot i'asha. On the 24th and 29th of September 2 
sligiit engagements occuiTed between the allied (I'rench and 
Turkish) troops and the Russians in the neighbourhood of 
Lake Sasik, but without any important result. The French 
cavalry distinguished themselves by a charge on the enemy, 
in which a Kussian colonel and 50 men were killed, and 150 
made prisoners ; they also captured a battery of artillery con- 
sisting of 6 pieces of ordnance and 12 artillery waggons, with 
Uicir iiur.SL'is cumplete. The loss of the Allies wati but uiliing 
amounting to about 40 casualties. 

Early in October Marshal Pelissier applied to the English 
Commandei^in-Chief to reinforce the French cavalry at l^pa- 
toria with a portion of the English. Accordingly, the light 
cavalry brigade, under the command of Brigadier-General 
Lord Geoige Paget, consisting of the 6th Dragoon Guards,* 
4^ and Idth Light Dragoons, and 12th Lancers, and also a 
troop of horse artillery, were landed at Eupatoria abont the 
middle of October* They were attached to ihe French cavalry. 
The services they were called upon to perfonn were of an ardu- 
ous though not very hazardous nature ; they consisted chiefly in. 
tedious reconnaissances to ascertain the cnei^iiy's position and 
strength, but without ever being regularly enga^d, although 
on more than one occasion a few shots were excfimged. The 
most important of these was made on the 27th of October, 
from Eupatoria, when the troops did not return until the 
evening of the 29th, after having lost several horses, wliicli 
had died from exhaustion in consequence of the want of water, 
and having onlv ascertained the fact that the enemv had 
erected a few earth worki:i near the village of Tohobtar, behind 

^ The 6tli ]>nigooD Ouardi (CarsbiiMen) were nnkr orders for India two years 

previous to the war with Riittla, aud it was then thought advisable hf the Horse 

Guards to change them into a regiment of light c^vnlT-y, which was accorJJngl)* 
done, Ji" regards their dress and aecontrempnts, though they retoiaed the appellaV 
tiou ot Dragoou Guaids, wliich to Xiia uumitiated would signify that they were atiU 
hta,vj carauy. 



Digitized by Google 



m EXFEDmOK TO KINBOBK. Chap. XVm. 

which they wm posted m ooiudderaible force. "What Tendeied 
this position strong and iinassailahle hy the Allies was, that a 
marsh extended for some way round the Tillage, which was 
consequently only approaohaUe at one or two places, and 
these the Bnssians had defended hy heavy guns positioB. 
The achieTements at £apatoria Altogether were not such as 
could add fresh Instre to ^e allied arms. They* nevertheless, 
were of impoi-tance, as compel ling the enemy to heep a large 
fcNTce to watch £upatoria« and greatly harass them by obliging 
them to carry their supplies, which came in Ihrongh Pere- 
kop for the Knsaian troops in the Oiimea» by a road which 
ran farther from the coast than the usual one from that plaoe 
to Simferopol. 

On tlie 7th of October an expedition of French and English 
pet 8ail from Kamiesch and Kazatch Bays, for the purpoj^e f>f 
<;aptnring tlio llnssian fort of Kinbum. The reason for attack-* 
ing this place waH that it C 'innianded the entrance to the 
estnary into which tlic rivers Dnieper and Bug empty tbem- 
j^olves. iSear the mouth of the former is situated the town of 
Khcr.sou, which in some GO miles from Kinburn ; and at a 
distance of 25 miles up the last-named river is that of 
Nicholaieff, the great nursery of the luissian fleet in the Black 
Sea ; for at this place were constructed almost the whole of the 
enemy's navy which perished in the harbour of SevastopoL 
The English troops employed in this expedition consisted of m 
brigade of the 4th IHyiaion nnder the command of Brigadier- 
General Hon. A. Spencer, composed of the 17th, 2(Hh, 2l8t»' 
57th, and 63rd regiments, besides a force of artillery, engineers^ 
and royal marines, amounting altogether to abont 5000 men, 
of whom 1850 were marines belonging to the line-of-battle 
ships. These were emT)arked on board the English fleets whidk* 
comprised 6 ship(| of the line, 17 frigates, 16 gim and mortar 
boats, and some dozen transports, the whole being steam- 
vessels. The French military force wis somewhat stronger 
than the English, and was under the command of General 
Bazaine. They were embarked on board the French fleet, 
consisting of several Hne-of-battle ships and frig;ates, besides 
3 large floating batteries. In order to mislead the enemy, 
the expedition anchored off Odessa on the 9th, and thero re- 
mained within sight of tlie town a few davH ; but again leaving 
it, arrived uff Kinbuni on the 16th of October. The fuUowing 
telegraphic despatch, received by the English Commander-in- 
(. hief from I'ear-Admiral Sir Edmund Lyons, will ia a few 
words describe the success of the Allies 
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** Royal Albert, off the Mouth of the Dnieper, 
October 170, 185&, 

The 3 forts on the Kinbam Spit, moimtiiig npfrurds of 
70 gims, and garrisoned by 1800 men, under the command of 
Hajor^necral Kokonoviteh, have ibis daj eaptvkted to the 
aliiedfoicce. 

«« The day before yesterday a ^tilU of snn-Tesaela forced 
an entrance into the Dnieper, and the allied troops landed on 
the Spit to the sontinwd of the forts ; thus, by these simnl- 
taneous operatLons, the retreat of the garrison and the arrival 
of reinforcements were effectually out off, so that the forts, 
being bombarded to-day by the mortar-vessels, gnn-vesseb, 
and French floating-batteries, and being closely commanded 
by the steam line-of-battle ships and frigates, having only 
2 feet of water under their keels, vere soon obliged to 
surrender. 

" Tli« casii ilties in the fleets were very few ; but the enemy 
had 46 killed and 130 wounded. 

" A steam-Hqiiat^ron, under the orders of Eear- Admirals 
Stewart and rtilliua, lies at anchor in the Dnieper, and com- 
mands the entrance to xsicolaief and Khersun. The forts ai e 
©ccupiud by the allied troops. The prisoners will be sent to 
Coustautinople immediately.'* • 

I 

4 

The stores fionnd in the fort were considerable : more than 
9Q dismounted guns, independwt of those in batteiy, were 
captured, besides upwards of 25,000 missiles and 120,000 
eartridges : two rafts of fine timber, estimated at the value of 
40,000^, were also taken by the English fleet. 
• On the morning of the 18th the iort of Otchakoff, on the 
point of land on the opposite side of the estuary, was blown 
up by the Bussians^ the garrison retreating to Nicholaieff. 
After the occupation of Kinbum by the English and French 
military force for a lew days, a reconnaissance was made by a 
portion of the troops under General Bazaine. This o<;cupied 
three days, but, with the exception of l^nrning a few villages 
and exchanging occasional shots witii the Cos.sacks who 
hovered ronnd the allied troops, nothing more of importance 
was r ffr cted. On the 27th of October, Grenernls llazaine and 
Spencei' selected the troops whicli were to form the permanent 
garrison, tlie fort being again placed in a good state of repair. 
iUmost ail the English troops and a large portion of the 
French were then re-eirdjarked, and returned to Sevastopol 
early in November, leaving tlieir comrades and a few hhipw of 
war, English and Frencli, to guard thu cjbluarj and make pre- 
paiatiouii for tiic t;iibuiiig winter. 
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Shortilj after the oaptnre of SeTastopol, General Sir James 
Simipeon tendered Ida resignation to the Engliah Goremment, 
but it was some time before it was accepted, diiefly, it is said, 
in consequenoe of the difficulty of deciding who should succeed 
him. However, on the 10th of November, Sir James Simperai 
annoimced to the army that his resignation had been accepted^ 
and that General Sir W. Codrin^on (who had becm pro- 
moted to that rank for the purpose) was to be his successor. 
The next day Sir William Codrington took command cf the 
army. 

His advent to power was ushered in by an untoward cata- 
strophe ; for on November 13th, but two days after he had 
assnnied tlio rommand, the French pare cie sierje^ near Inker- 
mann, blew up about 8 in tlie afternoon, causing also tlie 
explosion of a large quantity ot ammunition in the KnjAli^h 
right siege train, which was contiguous to it. It was ne\er 
satisfactorily ascertained how the explosion originated, though 
a French othcor of high rank afltiimed that somf^ artilleiymen 
were smoking during the removal (of barrels of gun]u>wder in 
the pa)*c de siege. The loss to the Allies in this unfortunate 
affair wiun severe, althougli not so great as might have been 
expected : the English had 27 killed and 106 wounded, wliild 
the French loss amounted to upwards of 240 casualties. 

Soon after the occupation of Sevastopol by the Allies, orders 
were given to the engineer officeis of the English and French 
armies to make arrangementB for the total destruction of the 
remaining Bussian forts, docks, barrack and public buildii^ 
in the town. Accordingly a division was made of the prin* 
cipal works between the commandu^ ei^ineers of the two 
armies. It was a labour of some months before this undei^ 
taking was completed. The principal works destroyed were» 
^the Great Docks, in the.Karabelnaia suburb; blown np 
piecemeal, the first explosion taking place on the 23rd De- 
cember, 1855, and the final explosion on the IstFebruaij* 
1856. Fort Nicholas was blown up on the 4th February; 
Fort Alexander on the 11th ; the Aqueduct (which conveyed 
the water supply for the docks from the Tchemaya river, 
near the village of Tchorgoun) on the 12th; and tho White 
Works on the 28th. The Great Barracks were destroyed 
during the same month. 

During the winter the British army was brought into a very 
high state of discipline. The recruits that were sent out from 
England, barely trained to fire off their rifles properly, were 
cousUntly drilled, and practised both in firing and ma- 
noeuvring in the field, so that by the spring a finer body of 
troops could not have been found in Europe tiuoi those who 
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formed tho British force under Sir William Codrin^oii's cuiii- 
mand. Well fed, well clothed, and well sheltered, with no 
harassing duty to perform, the English soldiers were a great 
oontrast to thoBe of the previous winter; no one would have 
taken the sniart, healthy, clean troops on the plateau of SoTas-* 
. topol in January, 1856, to have been of the same race and 
nation as the oarewom, overworked, and acMy soldiers 
guarding the trenches in January, 185$, But it must be 
remembered that it was to the patient long-suffering, and cou- 
rageous conduct of these same carewotn, hardworked, and 
sickly soldiers of the winter of 1854-55, that the English army 
was indehted for the ease and comfort with which they passed 
the winter of 1855-56. Such was unfortunately not the case 
with the French, for disease made dreadful havoc in their 
array, and death sadly thinned their ranks. The commissariat 
and medical department, which had been so often extolled 
during the active operations of the last campai^, and which 
were being pei*|^etually held up by the Ei7p:;lish press as 
models to be iinit;ited bv the British Government, ail at once 
appeared in their true light. From the accounts of all who 
witnessed it, nothing could b(; worse than the state of the 
French army during the first quarter of the year 1856. They 
appear to have been indifferently fed and badly clothed ; 
typhus fever raging at the time among them drove immense 
numbers into hospital, where their state was truly deplorable. 
The aiiibulances were so dreadfully crowded, the medical 
officers so overworked, that many of their patients were neces- 
sarily neglected, added to which there was the greatest want 
of the most ordinary medicines, and a perfect dearth of medi- 
cal comforts and even necessaries. In the months of January, 
February, and March, 1856, between 30,000 and 40,000 men 
of the French anny were acknowledged by the authorities to 
have died of disease ; this being over one-fifth of Iheir force in 
the East.* Yet during the severest weather of the months 
of December, January, and February, 1854-55, when tho 
Eoglish army was suffering its greatest hardships, and its 
most severe loss from sickness and disease, the deaths, in pro- 
portion were not quite one-tenth of the strength of the British 

* The French have always carefully concealed the return of fb^ lonM from 
the public, so that it is not, generally s)>eakinL^, known how enormous they were. 
But the author remembers perfectly Mar^hn! iVlis.sier telling Lord Kaglan, about 
the luidiile of June, 1855, that the French army in the East had lot>t, since tlie 
commenoement of tiie war, upward* of 72,000 men ; yet the French Goyemment 
in June, 185B, state their losses to be IB the armj, dnriog the two years of war, 
62,492. This statement may givo the reader some idea of the way tba official 
returns are cooked bj the French Government. Vide Appendix lil. 
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foroe then in ilte East Dnring the war in iJie £adt the 
Eogli^ low was as foUows : — 







Action. 


Diedoff 
their VTonnds. 


fifed 
offiiMMae. 


ToUL 






Officers . . 


158 


51 


55 


264 






Men . • 


1775 


1870 


15,669 


19,314 






Total 

« 


1938 


1931 


15,724 


19^578 





It would appear also tliat 2873 men were discharged from the 
service in conReqiience of being incapacitated from disease or 
wounds ; wliieli makes a total loss during the two years of the 
war (from the 31st of 1\ larch, 1854, to the 31st of Mai'ch, 
1856) of 204 officers and 22,187 men. As regards the Russian 
losses, it is quite impossible to speak with any accuracy; 
they have been variously stated at from half a million to 
800,000 men ; and enoxmona as ibis number may appear at 
fiiat sight, the medimn is perhaps not &r from tbe trutlL 
The Bnsdan general eommanding in Seyastopol, after the peace, 
admitted that 250,000 of his .ooimtiymen were buried in iti 
neighbourhood, aiid that during the winter of 1854-55 the 
regiments which arrired firom Central Bussia, to reinforce the 
army of the Crimea, lost on the line of march from a third to 
one half of their number. If this be true, it will testify better 
than an}i:hing to the sacrifice the Euasian nation made to the ' 
ambition of its Emperor, Nicholas I, 

During the first months of the present year (1856), negotiatioiiB 
were commenced between the belligerent powers for aiTanging 
a conj^css to take into consideration the projiosals offered to 
them by Austria, as a basis for terms of peace,* After a con- 
siderable delay, it was at length settlofl that Paris should be 
the scene of the conferences, and that each power should send 

* The immediate reai^on assigned for the Emperor's ready acquiescence iu tiie 
Austrian proposals, whidi but a lew laontbt before ht bad sQtnmarily rejected, 
was said to be as follows. During his stay at KicholnielT, towai ds the close of tbe 
year 1855, he received intelligence from General Liiders that, in consequence of 
the incessant vertical £re of the Allies from the town of Sevastopol, the nojiiieni 
forts were untenable. Upon ibis the Emperor determined to risit the north side^ 
and jndge for himself as to its capability of holding out longer. He found on bis 
arrival that General Lii'li rs's report was perfw;tly correct, for, out of the casemates 
constructed for 15,0U0 men, tlu rc wt-ro scnrcely any that were not riddlKl with 
Rhot, or honeycombed by the coD>Uiut volleys of sliells thrown from the Kugiish 
and FVeneh batteries on the soathera side of the barbonr. The Russian Empoor, 
seeing the impracticability of further j-esistance at this point, sent ordci-s to hi* 
Plenipotentir^n' at Vienna to accept the Austrian proposals as A basis of DegotiatioBS 
for terms of peace with the allied belligerent powers. 
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two representatives. Accordingly, the fii-st meeting of tbe 
congress took place at the hotel of the 31iiiisteT of Poreign 
AfiaiiB at Paris on the 25tb of February. The representatives 

commenced by arranging an armistice, \vliich was to expire 
by the 31st of March. It was not until two days before that 
date that the terms of peace were finally agreed to, and they 
were signed on the 30th of March, 1856. 

Thus ended the war between the Allies — England, France, 
Turkey, and Sardinia — and Enssia : a war which, although 
short, yet, — from the eliorts it has called forth beyond .ill 
foiTiier parallel and •f)recedent ; — from the new light it has 
thi'own Tij)on the attack and defence of fortified places ; — fmiu 
the probable series of weighty political issues it will have 
etfected ; — from the amount of brilliant and lieruic courage 
that Avas displayed ; — and, above all, from the ciicumstanco 
of two ancient livals fighting side by side (in the cause of 
justice, against tyranny and oppression), linking thus, at least 
in honourable partnersliip, the prominent nations of our 
globe ; — will be handed down to the end of time, as one of the 
most memorable since its beginning. 
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Dimional After- Order. 

September 7th, 1855. 

Nn. 1. Tlie Rpdan will be assaulted after the French have attacked 
the Malakoff. The Light and 2Dd Divisions will share this important 
duty, each party respectively the half of each party. 

Ilic 2nd brif^ade of Li^jht Division, with an equal numlx^r from the 
2iid Divi^5ion, will form the first body of attack, each division furnishing 
— first, a coveriuij; I'arty of 100 men, under a field officer ; second, a 
storming party, c^irrying ladders, of IfiO men, under a field oflficer (these 
men to be selected for this essential duty will be first to storm after 
they have placed tlie ladders) ; third, a storming party of 500 men, 
with two field officers ; fourth, a working party of 100 men, with a 
field officer. The support will consist of the remainder of the brigadfi» 
to he unmediately in the rear. 

No. 2. The covering party will oooBiet of 100 lank and file of the 
Bifle Brigiide, 2nd hattalion, under the oommand of Oaptai^ Fyers, and 
will he fonned OQ the extreme left of the fiflih paiallel, ready to move 
out steadily in extended order towards the Bedan ; their duty being to 
ooTer the adyanoe of the ladder party and keep, down the fiie from <he 
parapets. 

No. 3. The first storming party of Light Division will consist of 100 
men of the 97ih re^anent» under the command of Major Welsfoid* 
This party will cany the ladders and he the first to storm ; tiiey will he 
foimed in the new hoyean nmning &om the centre of the fifth parallel ; 
they will follow immediately in rear of the oovering party ; they must he 
good men and true to their difficult duty, which is to arrive at the ditA 
of the Bedan and place the ladders down it, to turn 20 of them, so as to 
get up the face of tiie work, leaving the other 20 ladders for others to 
come down by. 

No. 4. The next storming party will consist of 200 men of the 97th 
regiment, under the command of the Lieutenant-Ckdonel ^e Hon. H. 
K. Handcock, and 300 of the 90th regiment, imder the command of 
Captain R, Grove. This party will be stationed in the fifth parallel, 
and vnH assemble in a column of divisions at one place. The Light 
Division will lead the whole column of attack, which will he formed of 
divisions of 20 files, and so be told off. 

No, 5. The supports, consisting of 750 men of the 19th and 88th 
re^ments (with part of the 2nd Division) on the left, will be placed as 
ihey stand in brigade, in the third parallel, whence they will move 
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into the fifth ];>arallel so soon as the assault is made by those in front of 
them« 

No. 6. The working party of 100 men will be furnished by the 90th 
regiment, under Captain Periin, and be placed in No. 2 and 3 left 
boyeaus ; they will receive altenraids insttuctacmB fiom an officer of the 
Engineers. 

No. 7. The lemAinder of tihe Light and 2nd DiviaioDa will foim a le- 
aerve ; Light Divkioii in rif^ l»yeau, between fhiid and foarth paial* 
lels ; 2nd Biviaion in the left boyeau, between the tbiid and fourth 
paiallela. 

No. 8. The Highland Division will be fonned in that part of Hhe 
third parallel in communication with the French right attack and 
nuddle ravine. 



Digitized by 



408 



APPENDIX, 



App.D, 



(DO 

Table of English Batteriai and Expenditure of Ammimition 



tV Oct ISM . 

6 June, 188S . 
17 June, 1N55 . 
17 Ang. » M 

SSepi. Ui$ . 




T<)l;il number I 
in use during \ 

lJnser\icoable 
from use 

Destrovf d by j 
the enemy or > 4 12 
bj aci rt it ii B t tt ' 



fining 



Expended «t iatenacdtate Umei 



Totel «xp«ml0d during the rfege 



Tons. cwte. qrs. lbs. 

Total wdgbt of ^^>'^* aud Sht:ll expended • • « . 90Sa 14 1 9 
Powder expended 12a» • ift. -ee 



Digitized by Coogle | 



App. D. 



409 
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Extracts from an Ariu^ uHiich appeared »i thB * Medktal Ivam and 
GaseHBf on Sajturday^ June 14^ 1856. 

Mortality in the French amy For the truth of the fol- 
lowing stat<3ment8 we have the authority of medical officers both in our 
o\\T\ and the French service, and have permission to name them, if need 
he. They are not only interesting in themselves, but additionally so, 
as the facts have been studiously concealed by the French gOTemmeni^ 
and are now made known for the first time in this country. 

1. There were 14 French hos{)itals in the Bosphoms up to the end 
of Marcli, since then 3 others have l)ecn added. The following is a copy 
of an official return of the patients treated in ail the hospitals in January, 
Fehniary, and March, 1866 : — 

Jamuury 1 3,520 

February , 21,309 

March 18,167 

2. During the 10 days ending on the 20th of March, 1009 patients died, 
and during the following ten days 948 patients died in these hospitals. 
The number of sick under treatment, for aU diseases, on the 20th of 
March, ^ 11,366, and on the dOth, 9763. 

3. The aggregate lo^ by death from sickness being from typhus) 
in the French hospitala on the Bosphoros esnseeded 10,000 during the 
first quarter of 18i56. 

The daily mortality in 12 of these hospitals, in January and Feb- 
ruary, ranged up to 240. 

4. From the 1st of January to the 17th of March, when the trans- 
port of typhus cases from the Crimea was discontuiued authoratilively, 
more than 5000 deaths occurred on board French transports and men- 
of-war, between the Crimea and the Bosphorus. 

5. In the Crimea there were 14 field-hospitals or ambulances during 
the same period, each containing from 800 to 1100 sick. The deaths in 
each varied from 15 to 20 daily. Thus the aggregate loss by death 
from disease in these hospitals, during this ]^riod, exceeded 19,000, and 
is believed to have been little under 25,000. 

6. It is hnown that more than 34,000 French soldiers of the army of 
tlin F!ast died from disease during the months of January, February, and 
March, 185G. It is hdieved by those able to judge that those deaths ex- 
ceeded 40,000. 

7. 64 French surgeons have died in the Crimea and on the Bosphorus 
since last November. Of 362 surgeons of aU ranks who have served 



Digitized by Google 



App.EL 



APPENDIX 



411 



with the French aniiy since its landing; in GalUpoli in the autunin of 
1854 to April, 185G, 72 have died fruui typhus aU)ne. 

8. On the 15th of March, 1856, there were, in the ofiicers' hospital 
at Constantinople, 3i surgeons in different stages of typhus, and only 1 
combatunt officer. 

9. Of 840 hospital orderlies and attoidants employed in fhe 60 days of 
January and Febniaxy, 603 were attacked by typhus when on servioe. 

Why should typhus have arisen in the French camp, and not 

hi ours? Why did it spread so awfully after it had originated? . . • . 
The condilion of the French soldier in camp sufficiently accounts for 
the origin of the epidemia He was crowded in tents or huts, imper- 
fectly wanned and insufficiently ventilated, upon ground soddened by 
the products of animal and v^etable decomposition. He was atten-* 
uated by want of sufficient food, affected by scurvy from the ^ue^Hy of 
the food he did receive. The same causes led to like results with us 
the year before. We removed them, and our army has been ever since 
in the highest heal& and efficiency. Our allies continued' in our ^rmer 
erroneous path^ and lost a fourth of their army in three months. The 
condition of the ambulances, transports, and hospitals accounts for the 
rapid sj^read of the epidemic. The French surgeons admit that the con- 
dition of the places to which the sick were first sent for treatment was 
horrible. TTi I uts and tents were overcrowded; the only latrine was 
a cask. The beds were the lits^de-camp for two persons ; the beds and 
bed clothes were unchanged for several months. When a patient died, 
no matter of what disease, his bed was occupied by a fresh arrival. 
There were no trained attendants ; the only nurses were soldiers fit for 
no other duty, and, of course, ttr?fit for the office. The duties of night* 
watching were added to those of day attendance ; patients were there- 
fore unavoidably neglected. Typhus afl'ected nine-tenths of all the 
patients luho passed throufjh the amhulances. lu all the tnTnsports the 
sick wore so over-crowded that the French medical officers, when de- 
fending the practice of removing the sick from the (Crimea, could only 
say that it was better to take thern on l}<jard tlian to leave tliom dyins:!; 
on the Ix^ach at Kamiesch. Every one who has visited the French 
hospitals on the Bosphorus lately agrees in stating that, with the excep- 
tion of the officers' hospital, they are over-crowded ; that the ill eihcts 
of crowding are not diminishcHl by free ventilation ; that the jjaticnts 
tile in selves, their bedding and clothini;, and the floors, walls, and win- 
dows of the buildin?js are offensively dirty ; that the latrines, &c., are 
otlious : and that tlie su[»]tly of medical officers and their attendants is 
insufficient. No one who has witnessed the admirable conduct of the 
French army surgeons can conceal the admiration he feels for the 
coura</e, zeal, and self-sacrifice they have shown in the discharge of 
their duties. But they have been overworked and unsupported. The 
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following is an instance. The Hospital de Pera has eds for 2400 sick, 
IxisiJcs oQiojis and attendants. On the 1st of !Maich last thfire were 
only a few unoccupied beds, left so by the deaths of the preceding 24 
hours. The medical staff cousistt'<l of 3 first-class and 3 second-class 
surgeons and 4 assistants. According to Imperial ordonnance, there 
should have been 24 tiualificd surgeons and half tliis nnniher of clerks 
and dressers (sous-aides). The chief, Dr. Cambay, had sole ciiai cje of 
203 beds, assisted only by 1 aide-major and a civil surgeon, an Italian. 
The smallest number tinder the care of one surgeon was 153. During 
the morning visit on the Ist of Harcb, from 7 to 9*30 Dr. Cam- 
bay actually dictated the diet and treatment of 196 sick, many of them 
being acute cases. But the surgeons are not only overworked; tJielr 
position is such that they cannot enforce obedience to their orders. 
They are strictly confined to the art of JieaUng; in all other matters 
they are made subordinate to the In tendance. They cannot thin or 
ventilate a crowded ward, obtain a change of bed or Ixxly linen for a 
patient, or alter the diet, without the permission of the Intendant. . . . 
Our correspondent writes that the influence of the Intendance prevented 
the segregation of the fever cases, and thus led to the spread of the 
disease by contagidn 



THE END. 
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